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Lesson Ten
THE PICTURE ON THE WALL

Tonight we enter again into the book, Pilgrim’s Progress, and we have arrived at the

Interpreter’s House.  We found that the House of the Interpreter is none other than the

ministry of the Holy Spirit of God in the teaching aspect in the life of the believer.  So our

hero, Christian himself, has arrived at the house.  He has knocked diligently upon the door

several times in order to prove his sincerity, and then the door of enlightenment was opened

unto him.  We are going to be led from room to room in the House of the Interpreter that we

might be shown things of God that might enable new converts, or any convert for that

matter, to have a better understanding of the things of God in his life.  This is not just so

that he might be puffed up, and that we might have all knowledge with no profit, but that

we might become more profitable servants in the vineyard of Christ because of the battle

that is before us.  

I will read to you tonight beginning in that portion of the book dealing with the first

room in which Christian is led into.  

Then said the Interpreter, “Come in; I will show thee that which will

be profitable to thee.”  So he commanded his man to light the candle,

and bid Christian follow him; so he had him into a private room, and

bid his man open a door; the which when he had done, Christian saw

the picture of a very grave person hang up against the wall; and this

was the fashion of it: he had eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of

books in his hand, the law of truth was written upon his lips, the world

was behind his back; he stood as if he pleaded with men, and a crown

of gold did hang over his head.  

Then said Christian, “What meaneth this?”

The Interpreter replies: “The man whose picture this is, is one of a

thousand; he can beget children, travail in birth with children, and

nurse them himself when they are born.  And whereas thou seest him

with his eyes lift up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, and the

law of truth writ on his lips; it is to show thee, that his work is to

know and unfold dark things to sinners; even as also thou seest him

stand as if he pleaded with men: and whereas thou seest the world as

cast behind him, and that a crown hangs over his head; that is to show

thee, that slighting and despising the things that are present for the

love that he hath to his Master’s service, he is sure in the world that

comes next, to have glory for his reward.”   “Now,” said the

Interpreter, “I have showed thee this picture first, because the man
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whose picture this is, is the only man whom the Lord of the place

whither thou art going hath authorized to be thy guide in all difficult

places thou mayest meet with in the way.  Wherefore take good heed

to what I have showed thee, and bear well in thy mind what thou hast

seen; lest in thy journey thou meet with some that pretend to lead

thee right, but their way goes down to death.”

We have entered into the first room in the Interpreter’s House, and we will have

revealed to us in this room a picture on the wall.  This is a picture of an individual who has a

book in his hand, his eyes are looking up

toward heaven, the world is behind his

back, and he has a crown of gold over his

head.  What does this mean, and what is

Bunyan so vividly portraying here in just

one picture?  He is setting forth the nature

of a true gospel minister.  One of the first

things that Bunyan would have the new convert to know is how can you tell a true minister

of the gospel from a false one?  This is critical.  Once a person has entered in through the

gate of conversion, it is extremely important that he be able to know a true minister of the

gospel from a false minister.  The reason is, because Satan has his ministers that are

described as “angels of light” and “preachers of righteousness.”  So how can we be enabled

to discern this?  Before we actually break this down and see how Bunyan sets forth this vivid

portrayal of a gospel minister, I want to read to you the Biblical account in I Timothy

chapter 3 to which Bunyan is referring in describing his pictorial account of what a true

gospel minister is like.  

Reading from I Timothy 3:1-7:  “This is a true saying, if a man desire the office

of a bishop, he desires a good work.  A Bishop then must be blameless, the

husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to

teach (or have the ability to teach), not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy

lucre, but patient, not a brawler, not covetous, one that ruleth well his own house

having his children in subjection with all gravity; (for if a man know not how to

rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  Not a novice,

(that means a new convert) lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the

Once a person has entered in through

the gate of conversion, it is extremely

important that he be able to know a

true minister of the gospel from a

false minister. 
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condemnation of the devil.  Moreover he must have a good report of them which

are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”  

Maybe some of you have had the opportunity of being on a pulpit committee to

choose a pastoral candidate for your church.  Maybe some of you never have, but you might 

be asked one of these days to do that.  If that be the case, I would encourage you to listen

carefully tonight, because we will be giving you some criteria that you need in determining

whether a candidate for the pastorate is the man of God that you would have to fill the

duties of whatever church you may happen to be a member.  It is said today that when an

individual goes to apply as a candidate for a church, he is usually asked how large a church

he has pastored before, and all sorts of business like matters, to determine whether or not

he is a man of God.  They want to know many, many things about him, and an individual

should be examined carefully.  But it is rare indeed in which the qualifications of the man of

God are actually examined in the light of God’s word to see if that man meets these

qualifications.  These are not suggestions, just like the Ten Commandments are not the Ten

suggestions of God.  So the qualifications for a Bishop or a Pastor are not just good

suggestions, they are necessities in order for a man to hold the office of a Bishop or an

overseer.  

Now having read the Biblical account of a true gospel minister in I Timothy 3, lets

see the genius of Bunyan now as he portrays this in application in the form of the picture on

the wall.  Now remember, if you are a new convert or a young person, you will need to know

one of the first things that the Holy Spirit would reveal to you, and that is how can you tell a

true preacher from a false preacher.  You are going to see false preachers everywhere.  You

will find them in every nick and cranny and corner of the world today.  We are exposed to

things today that Bunyan never dreamed possible would be available.   You can turn on the

radio and hear every type of an individual that claims to be a gospel minister.  So how are

you going to know whether one is a true man of God or whether he is a false man of God? 

Let’s look at some of the criteria that is set forth here.  

First, notice that when Christian entered into the room, he saw a picture of a very

grave man.  The word, “grave” means serious.  He wasn’t a comedian in the sense that he

took his calling lightly.  If you are ever called upon to examine a true gospel minister, or if
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you want to know when you move into a community whether a person has a right to preach

the gospel, and you are going to entrust your soul’s safety and your learning to his care,

then one of the first things you want to know about that person, is he a serious person. 

That doesn’t mean he has to go around with a long look on his face, but it does mean that

he takes his profession seriously.  A true gospel minister doesn’t conduct himself like a

comedian or someone of that type.  No, Bunyan sets forth that the man must be a very

grave, sober person as Timothy learned from Paul.  He must be a very serious person.  I

wouldn’t stay around a church or a minister longer than a week’s time if after observing the

individual in the pulpit conducting his ministry in a joking manner.  That is, he doesn’t take

his calling seriously.  It is beyond me, beloved, how a minister of Christ can preach on

eternal matters such as heaven and hell, and sandwich the theme of hell within a half a

dozen jokes in order to hold the audience’s attention.  No, the minister of Christ must be an

example of Christ.  When you read about the life of Christ, search to see if you ever find one

time in which it refers to Christ as laughing.  I am not saying that laughter is wrong.  I am

not saying that a preacher shouldn’t have a good sense of humor.  But I am saying that if a

minister is going to be a servant of Christ, he must be a serious man, and you don’t find

Jesus Christ out laughing and cutting up.  He was a very sober individual because He had

the work of His heavenly Father to do.    

Bunyan describes that the man in the picture on the wall: 

had his eyes lifted up to heaven, the best of books in his hand, the law

of truth was written upon his lips, the world was behind his back, he

stood as if he pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did hang over his

head.  

Christian says, “What meaneth this?”  Bunyan’s Interpreter begins to explain the picture. 

He says, “The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand.”  This means that a

true gospel minister is a rare and unique thing.  It is just like the conversion of souls. You

will find that when the disciples heard the teachings of Christ as to what was involved in

order to enter into heaven, they said, “Master, are there few that be saved?”  (Luke

13:23).   In other words, they did not view conversion as something that was going to take

place in the masses.  Conversion is a rare and unique thing, and Bunyan would emphasize

that to find a true minister of the gospel who takes his calling seriously, it is like finding one

individual in a thousand.  That means we should examine carefully the individual to whom
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we are going to subject ourselves to his teaching.  Now here is an individual that the

Interpreter says, “he can beget children, travail in birth with children, and nurse

them himself when they are born.”   Does this mean that a preacher must have a family

of kids?  No, we want to look at what this

means.  Turn to I Corinthians 4, and we will

see what it means for a gospel minister to

be able to beget children.  Look at verse 15. 

Paul writes to the church at Corinth and

says, “For though you have ten

thousand instructors in Christ, yet have

you not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.” 

In other words, the Apostle said that he was their spiritual father.  In other words, Paul is

saying, “you people here at Corinth, as you were begotten by an earthly father, and are a

physical human being, so I am your spiritual father, and have begotten you through the

gospel.”  So what Bunyan would be emphasizing is that a gospel minister must be one who

knows the gospel and knows how to beget spiritual children through the gospel.  “That

which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the spirit is spirit. 

Marvel not that I say unto you, you must be born again.”   (John 3:6-7).  So a gospel

minister must be able to know how to beget spiritual children, or how spiritual children are

conceived and brought into the kingdom of God.   Today, you can ask ministers at large the

question, “how does a person become a Christian?  How do they enter into the kingdom of

God?”   You will get 50 to 60 different answers as to how a person enters into the kingdom

of God.  This simply means those individuals, however sincere, if they do not know how a

child is begotten into the spiritual kingdom of God, they are not true ministers of the gospel. 

This minister must not only know how to beget children, but he must know how to

travail in birth with those children until they are born or delivered.  In  writing to the Church

at Galatia, Paul says, “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ

be formed in you.”  (Galatians 4:19).  A gospel minister must not only know how children

are begotten with the gospel, but he must know how to deliver them.  That is, he needs to

know how to deal with their problems, their fears, and their questions.  As children are

coming to an enlightened state, they will have many questions.  Remember when Christian

fell into the Slough of Despond, when he was not truly converted, and it was the individual

A gospel minister must be one who

knows the gospel and knows how to

beget spiritual children through the

gospel.  
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who came along named “Help” who would be able to help him out of that state.  A gospel

minister must know how people are born into the family of God, and he must know how to

deal with them while they are in the process of coming to a settled state in Christ Jesus.  

When they are born, this man must know how to nurse them, so that they may grow in

grace, by desiring “the sincere milk of the word that [they] may grow thereby.”  (I

Peter 2:2).  So a man must know how a spiritual birth comes about, he must know how to

lead a person to a saving knowledge of Christ, and then when that person is converted, he

must know how to nurture, mature, exhort, reprove, rebuke, that newborn babe that they

may grow and take on the characteristics of Christ in the gospel.  This is not something for a

novice.  This is not something for just anybody who says, “I think I would make a good

minister.”  I heard an individual say a few years ago, “I think so and so would make a good

minister because he is a young man, and he sure has an ability to talk.”  That is not a

calling to the ministry.  A lot of people have an ability to talk, and yet a lot of people do not

know what to talk about.  You can hear a lot of noise and a lot of words coming out, but it

doesn’t make sense.  Just because a person can get up and speak with flowing words,

doesn’t mean that they have a calling to the gospel ministry.  No, they must know how to

rebuke, encourage, exhort and instruct newborn converts in the faith that they may be able

to withstand the wiles of Satan.  

Now as we read, 

And whereas thou seest him with his eyes lift up to heaven, the best

of books in his hand, and the law of truth writ on his lips;  it is to show

thee, that his work is to know and unfold dark things to sinners. 

Here is another beautiful picture of the gospel minister.  How can you recognize a true

gospel minister?  Number one, he is going to have his eyes on spiritual things, not on

material things.  In other words, if you want to know whether that a pastor is truly called of

God, see where his heart is.  “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be

also.”  (Matthew 6:21).  Is he in the ministry just for monetary things?  Is he in it for the

salary?  Don’t get me wrong, the individual who preaches the gospel has to live of the

gospel.  But this man’s eyes are toward heaven - toward heavenly things.  “If ye then be

risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the

right hand of God.”  (Colossians 3:1).  That is, set your affections on things above and not
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on things on this earth.  Is the gospel minister, who you have subjected yourself unto, or

who you follow, an individual that majors on heavenly things as opposed to earthly things?  

His eyes are lifted upward and he has the best of books in his hand.  And of course, what do

you think that best of books refers to?  None other than the Bible.  That is, he majors in

Bible preaching and in expounding the revealed Word of God.  That is why that an individual

who will not do what Paul told young Timothy, to “study to show thyself approved unto

God,” (II Timothy 2:15) has no business trying to carry the role and wear the cloak of a

gospel minister.   Sometimes you can get criticized for being quite blunt, and so forth, but

that is part of the role of a gospel minister.  I think that a person would be far more honest

digging ditches for an income than to take on the honor and the prestige of a minister of the

gospel of Christ and then not submit himself unto the calling of that ministry.  That is, to be

paid as a minister and then not take seriously the calling of that position.   I think that is

one of the highest forms of fraud that could be perpetrated upon the souls of men.   It

would be far better to go out and dig a ditch somewhere than to take the honor and the

prestige of the ministry and yet not uphold that which you vowed you would uphold when

you submitted yourself to the ordination of

the elders and said “I will stand by the

Bible.”  How many men today are standing

in the pulpits around this country that

vowed they would preach and teach the

revealed Word of God and yet they never

spend any time in studying the Bible?  They have no time to even think about the things of

God.  They disregard the Bible, and many even deny the Bible as God’s revelation.  Those

are nothing but false prophets, and they will be revealed in the day of judgment.  But this

man in the picture on the wall has a Bible in his hand.   The person who never studies the

Bible or prefers to study  other things beside the Bible, cannot be qualified to unfold dark

things to sinners.  How can a minister be qualified to take the things of the Bible and unfold

them if he does not do what Paul said to Timothy, “Study to show yourself approved

unto God, a workman who needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of

Truth.”   (II Timothy 2:15).  You people here who have something to do with the school

system in our community, how long would you employ a teacher who gave no evidence of

ever studying or having any knowledge of the courses which he or she was supposed to

teach?  You couldn’t entrust the care and education of those precious children to an

The person who never studies the

Bible or prefers to study  other things

beside the Bible, cannot be qualified

to unfold dark things to sinners. 
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individual who was not qualified, and did not take seriously the office they had been placed

in.   How much more serious should it be, to hold the office of a minister, whereby the souls

of men are placed under his care, for that individual to diligently make use of the best of

books in his hand?  There are ministries that you know and you follow.  Do they emphasize

the Bible, do they preach and teach from the Bible?   Do you know beyond all shadow of

doubt that they believe the Bible to be God’s revelation to mankind?  Then out of their

preaching from that Bible, are they able to expose the hidden and the dark things involved

in what Paul calls the mystery of the gospel?  

So the man in the picture is looking

unto heaven.   His eyes are off of material

things onto to heavenly or spiritual things. 

He majors in Bible preaching, and among

other things, the law of truth is written on

his lips.  He is an honest man, desiring that which is right above all costs.  The truth may

cost, it may hurt, it may cause discomfort, but the truth is always right.  People, could I

encourage you tonight to be truthful and always do what is right regardless of the cost.  In

the long run, right will always prevail over might.  When you treat your fellow man with

falsehood and deceit, it will catch up with you, and as the Scripture says, individuals reap

what they sow.   Sow truth and you shall reap truth.  Look to the things of God and major

upon them. 

Now then, the Interpreter goes on describing the picture.  He says, 

“Whereas thou seest the world as cast behind him, and that a crown

hangs over his head; that is to show thee, that slighting and despising

the things that are present for the love that he hath to his Master’s

service, he is sure in the world that comes next, to have glory for his

reward.”

I get around quite a bit in dealing with other ministers of the gospel.  I think that one

of the things that stands out foremost of a true man of God is this.  They may talk together

and share the sorrows and problems that they have in dealing with the sins of men, but a

true man of God looks for his reward, not from the praise of men in this life, but from the

praise of God in the next life.  The true man of God labors to hear these words, “Well done,

The truth may cost, it may hurt, it

may cause discomfort, but the truth

is always right. 
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thou good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will

make thee ruler over many things.”  (Matthew 25:21).  The man that is true to the

gospel is not going to have great popularity in the world.  The world will treat him as an

outcast.  The world nailed Christ upon the cross.  The world slew all of the Apostles with the

exception of John.  The world has killed countless millions of Christians upon the stakes and

in the torture chambers, as an indication of the wrath that they have against a righteous

and holy life.  The gospel minister is not going to be one of the most liked individuals by the

people of the world.  However, he should not do anything to bring about their reproof or

their rebuke as far as his honest dealings with the world.  He should not be charged as

being greedy by those who are without, that is, wronging them, cheating them, or stealing

from them, but the man of God looks beyond this world for his reward.  That is, the crown of

gold that is set before him is not something that he receives in this life.  What could the

Apostle Paul look to at the end of his ministry?  Could he look to and point to all the things

that he had achieved?  What could he say, “I have done?”  He said “I have fought a good

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up

for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give

me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”   

(II Timothy 4:7-8).  So a true minister of the gospel is one who despises the temporal

things and majors on the eternal or unseen things.   As we are going to find out here in just

a minute, if you are a Christian, you have a duty to be able to discern between men who do

this and those who do not.  You should be able to sit down and talk with ministers and be

able to discern by their very conversation, whether or not they are just in the ministry for

filthy lucre’s sake.  Do  they major on material things, temporal things, or whether they are

in the gospel calling because of spiritual and heavenly values.  What do they emphasize? An

individual’s mannerism, conversation and behavior of life tells us much about where his

heart is.  

“Now,” said the Interpreter, “I have showed thee this picture first.”  There

are going to be seven different rooms we are going into, in which the Holy Spirit will have 

different lessons for the new convert.  But why did he show this picture first?  Why was this

room shown to him in the beginning and not later on somewhere?  Here is the answer. 

“Because the man whose picture this is, is the only man whom the

Lord of the place whither thou art going hath authorized to be thy
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guide in all difficult places thou mayest meet with in the way.”  

In other words, he says before you get to heaven, there will be some difficult roads you will

have to travel, and this is the only individual that I have authorized for you to trust in what

they are going to teach, and the guidance in which they give you on the way.  In this book,

we have already seen some who claim to be true ministers.  We have seen Mr. Worldly

Wiseman, Mr. Legality, and Rev. Morality.  All of these individuals are going to be found in

the path saying, “Here is the true way, I have the truth, I am the true preacher.”  The

Interpreter says that when these difficulties come, the true gospel minister is the only

person whom God has authorized for you to go to in order to receive guidance.  This doesn’t

mean there will only be one man in your life, but it means the “office” in which that man

holds.  You need to be able to know a true minister from a novice or for someone who is in

it just for his own belly’s sake, as Paul would also say.  We read on for more of the

Interpreter’s advice, 

“Wherefore take good heed to what I have showed thee, and bear

well in thy mind what thou hast seen; lest in thy journey thou meet

with some that pretend to lead thee right, but their way goes down to

death.”  

Beloved it is a serious thing to subject yourself to the teaching of any individual.  You

need to examine everything that you hear carefully in the light of God’s Word.  But how are

you going to know a true man from as false prophet?  If you have no discernment in this

matter, then you may do as even Christian did later on when the individual named “The

Flatterer” came out in the road and tried to flatter him and build him up, and say “this is the

path in which to go.”  There are going to be many, many false teachers and false ministers

in the path that Christian is going to encounter before he enters into heaven.  So the first

thing the Holy Spirit would have you to know as a new convert, and that is to be able to

discern between a true minister of the gospel and one who is a false minister.  

Now let’s look at some Scripture support for this.  Turn to the book of Matthew

chapter 7.  In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, after he has set forth the teaching that

“straight is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there

be that find it,”  in the very next words, He states:  “Beware of false prophets which

come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”   They are
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just like a sheep, and you can’t tell them from a sheep except by their inward nature.  That

inward nature is one for self advancement.  You ought to be able to determine that when

you talk with a minister.  He may have all the appearances of a true sheep, but what is his

inward nature?  Is it one in which you can detect is to advance self, or is it to advance the

gospel of Jesus Christ?  Now look on, “Ye

shall know them by their fruits.  Do

men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of

thistles?  Even so, every good tree

bringeth forth good fruit, but a corrupt

tree bringeth forth evil fruits.  

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know

them.”   I want to impress this on you before we leave our service tonight. As it is my

responsibility to have an understanding of the things of the Bible, it is also your

responsibility as hearers to be able to know a true prophet from a false prophet.  This is not

just guesswork, and that is why it is a serious thing.  Jesus said, “Ye shall know them.” 

You who are followers - you shall know them.  If you do not examine the revealed word of

God to find out what the qualifications of a true prophet are, you are not going to be able to

know them.  So as I have a responsibility for preaching the gospel, and I will have to give

an account of myself before God one day, so every Christian hearer who listens to the

teaching of any individual, is going to have to give an account to God for his or her spiritual

discernment whether or not they have discerned that this person is a God-called prophet or

whether he is another wolf in sheep’s clothing.  The Interpreter warned Christian, The false

prophet may pretend to lead thee aright, but his way goes down to death.  

Now let’s bring this to a conclusion by reviewing very quickly again the significance

of the picture.  First, the man’s eyes were toward heaven, off of temporal things and on

eternal things.  He had the world behind his back.  His heart was not in this world, and he

wasn’t trying to lay up for himself treasures in this life, but he was interested in laying up

treasures in the next.  He went by the Bible, he had a book in his hand.  How do you know a

true prophet from a false prophet?  Do they go by the Bible?  Do they have a “thus saith the

Lord” for what they believe and what they teach?  Or do they say, “Here is what

Shakespeare says, or here is what I think, or here is what Bro. So and So thinks?  Do they

have a “Thus saith the Lord” to back up what they advocate?  Then also, we see the crown

If you do not examine the revealed

word of God to find out what the

qualifications of a true prophet are,

you are not going to be able to know

them.
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that is over his head which emphasizes that his reward is not here in this life, but is in the

next life.   In all of this, he is a very grave and sober individual.  Now apply these

characteristics to someone who claims the right to have the authority to teach you, then  at

the same time you have the obligation and the authority before God to say, “Alright, if you

claim to be my teacher, and my guidepost, to enlighten me in the things of God, then I have

a right to expect out of you that the qualifications be met that are set forth here in the

Bible.   Thereby I want to see that your behavior and manner of life is consistent with what

you preach.  You see, it is one thing to preach and it is another thing to be able to set forth

an example that we believe what we preach.  May God help us in this day and time in which

there are so many individuals who claim to be ministers of the gospel, and yet are only the

blind leading the blind and they all fall in the ditch.  Beloved, take advantage of your

minister.  Whether it be me or whether it be another man in the future, whoever it may be,

take advantage of him.  And by that I mean that when those difficult days come, and there

are some discouraging moments, and there are some lonely periods of time, he would

welcome you, that if you came to him and say, “Pastor I need some encouragement, I need

some insights into the things of what is going on in my life now.”  I pray God give you an

individual like that who can sit down and open up the Bible and reveal some truth of what

God is doing in your life at the moment.  Use that man, because remember he is God’s gift

to you.   Take advantage of that gift.  And I think that it says much for this generation that

when in Ephesians chapter 4 we would read that God gives gifts unto the church, and they

are evangelists and pastors and teachers and so forth, that for individuals to despise those

gifts and never support and listen to those gifted teachers is but to say to God, “We don’t

need your gift that you have given unto us.”  Pray for your leader.  Pray for your pastor. 

Hold him up before the throne of God, and then also pray that when those difficult hours

come in your life, that you can call him, or get word to him and ask him to come to your

home or you come to his.  You should be able to sit down and open up the things of God

and there can be some understanding and enlightenment given you to enable you to go

through those difficult periods in which that even our pilgrim, Christian, is going to be going

through.  I hope that if God permits us to go further in this study, that when we get on

down the road, we will be able to look back to the Interpreter’s House and see that when

Christian gets into trouble, God providentially sends the Evangelist ever so often to give him

insights, to correct his ways, and get him back on the path from which he had stumbled and

fallen.  
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