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Lesson Three
THE SLOUGH OF DESPOND

As we continue our study in the book, Pilgrim’s Progress, we have come to the event

known as the Slough of Despond, or the Slough of Despondency.   We will be starting at

that point in the book tonight, but it would be well if we took time to briefly review and

bring us up to where we have come to this point.  The characters are developing, and just in

our first setting, we have seen several characters and several events.  First of all, we were

introduced to our hero, who is the Pilgrim.   We read that he was a man who had rags on his

body, was holding a book in his hand, and had a great burden on his back.  We found that

the rags meant that his righteousness was not acceptable to God, the book in his hand

which he was reading, was the Bible, and that the burden on his back was the

consciousness of his sin, or the guilt of sin.  We found that this individual dwelt in the City

of Destruction, and that this City characterizes the world under the wrath of God.  That is,

the world of individuals who are not associated with organized religion in any way;  they are

not church members, and they are not Christians.  They are merely the people of the world

who are living under the wrath of God, but are not aware of it.  While the hero of our story

was reading in the Bible, he suddenly becomes quickened and aware that he is a sinner

under the wrath of God.  As he begins to read and study the Book, he meets with the

Evangelist, who was the local pastor.  This man begins to teach him things out of the Book. 

He asked Pilgrim if he saw the wicket gate while he was reading the Bible, and he pointed it

out over across a field.  The wicket gate was that narrow gate which leads unto life, and it

stood for true conversion.  Evangelist asked the man, “Do you understand that you need to

be converted in order to escape the wrath of God,” and the man said, “No, I don’t

understand that.”  So the Evangelist asked him another question, “Well, do you see

yonder shining light?”  And the man said, “Yes, I think I do.”  The significance of these

questions was,  “Are you getting any light from the Bible as you read it?”  If you don’t

understand what it means to be converted yet, at least are you getting any light from

reading the Bible?”   The man says, “Yes, I think I am.”  So the Evangelist says, “Alright,

keep your eyes on that light and make straight for it.”  In other words, “keep on

reading the Book and more light will be given you, and when you are searching for that

light, you will come up to the wicket gate.”  That is, “ you will understand what it means to

be converted and enter in to everlasting life.”  

So the man took off and began his journey out of the City of Destruction toward the
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Celestial City.   We should note in passing

the role that the Evangelist played in

dealing with this individual who is

conscious of his sin.   The chief function of

a Christian minister is to point a soul to

Christ and then get out of the way.  I don’t

know if you understand what I mean by that or not, but it is simply this.  The role of a

Christian is to point a person to Christ and then get out of the way and let that person go. 

Ministers in modern evangelism try to take the place of the Holy Spirit by leading a person

right up to the wicket gate before they are ready.  They back down the path, to get a seeker

to come right after them.  In essence, they are standing in the way of the working of the

Holy Spirit.   Some of you might remember back in your earlier days that the preachers

depended upon the Holy Spirit to convict as they pointed men to Christ.  They believed that

individuals had to deal directly with Christ, and that they could not do it for them.  So the

Evangelist would point down the path, stand back and say, “Now sir, you must follow that

light.  I can’t give you light myself, and I can’t convert you myself, and I can’t be converted

for you.  So you are going to have to follow the light that God has given you in the Word.”  

As the individual takes off to leave the City of Destruction, his friends begin to mock

him and make fun of him when they find out that he has become interested in religion.  Two

of his friends, Obstinate and Pliable, run out after him.    Obstinate meant stubborn.  He is

the man of the world who has absolutely no time or taste for the things of God.  He is

settled in the world, wrapped up in his job and his family, his health, and so forth.   When

the gospel is presented to him, he says he wants nothing to do with it.  He is a very strong-

natured character made out of strong stubborn stuff.   His companion is the young man

named Pliable.  Pliable is bendable one way or another.  Whichever way the wind blows,

that is the way Pliable goes.  He is not like Obstinate.   Obstinate doesn’t have much effect

on getting the man (whose name is now Christian) to come back to the City of Destruction,

but Pliable is influenced to go along with Christian. 

Christian and Pliable are on their way, and Christian is telling Pliable about the things

of heaven.  Pliable becomes greatly excited,  He just can’t wait to get to heaven.  He loves

to hear about the joys of heaven.  At this point, neither  Pliable nor Christian are yet

The chief function of a Christian
minister is to point a soul to
Christ and then get out of the
way.
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converted.   Neither one of them has been made a partaker of saving grace in conversion,

but yet Pliable is really excited about the prospect of heaven.  

We read the following discussion as Christian and Pliable walk down the road coming

up to the Slough of Despond. discussing the prospects of heaven.

Now I saw in my dream, that just as they had ended this talk, they

drew nigh to a very miry slough that was in the midst of the plain: and

they being heedless, did both fall suddenly into the bog.  The name of

the slough was Despond.  Here, therefore, they wallowed for a time,

being grievously bedaubed with dirt; and Christian, because of the

burden that was on his back, began to sink in the mire.  

Then said Pliable,  “Ah, neighbor Christian, where are you now?”  

“Truly,” said Christian, “I do not know.”  

At this, Pliable began to be offended, and angrily said to his fellow, “Is

this the happiness you have told me all this while of?  If we have such

ill speed at our first setting out, what may we expect between this and

our journey’s end?  May I get out again with my life, you shall possess

the brave country alone for me.”  And with that he gave a desperate

struggle or two, and got out of the mire on that side of the slough

which was next to his own house: so away he went, and Christian saw

him no more.  

Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the Slough of Despond

alone; but still he endeavored to struggle to that side of the slough

that was farthest from his own house, and next to the wicket gate; the

which he did, but could not get out because of the burden that was

upon his back: but I beheld in my dream, that a man came to him,

whose name was Help, and asked him what he did there.  

“Sir,” said Christian, “I was bid to go this way by a man called

Evangelist, who directed me also to yonder gate, that I might escape

the wrath to come.  And as I was going thither, I fell in here.”  

Help says, “But why did you not look for the steps?”  

Christian says, “Fear followed me so hard that I fled the next way, and

fell in.”  

Then said he, “Give me thy hand” So he gave him his hand, and he
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drew him out, and he set him upon sound ground, and bid him go on

his way.  

Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, and said, “Sir, wherefore,

since over this place is the way from the City of Destruction to yonder

gate, is it, that this plat is not mended, that poor travelers might go

thither with more security?”  And he said unto me, “This miry slough

is such a place as cannot be mended: it is the descent whither the

scum and filth that attends conviction for sin doth continually run, and

therefore it is called the Slough of Despond; for still, as the sinner is

awakened about his lost condition, there arise in his soul many fears

and doubts, and discouraging apprehensions, which all of them get

together, and settle in this place: and this is the reason of the badness

of this ground.”  

We are going to stop there just for a moment and try to analyze what has been said

at this particular portion of the dialogue.  First, we have these individuals falling into this

Slough of Despond.  It is very important that we understand what this represents.  From the

time that a person becomes aware of his condition living in the City of Destruction until he

actually reaches the wicket gate which stands for true conversion, there are two fatal errors

which can happen to that individual which will prevent him from reaching the Celestial City. 

These errors are so vividly set out here by Bunyan.  One of them is the Slough of Despond

and the other one, which we will get into next week, is the encounter with Worldly

Wiseman.   What does the Slough of Despond stand for, and how can this be a fatal error to

someone who is interested in escaping the wrath of God and entering into the Celestial City? 

  

First I would like to read to you an event in Bunyan’s life where he got this idea for

the Slough of Despondency.   

The cottage in which Bunyan was born stood at the foot of a gently sloping

hill between two streams which met a little further on in the hamlet of

Harrowden, Bedfordshire.  One of these streams flowed close past the cottage

and after heavy rains, turned the field behind as the land still shows, into a

veritable slough of despond into which whoever wandered, stuck fast in miry

perplexity.  

That is, out behind the little house where Bunyan was born, there was a stream and it ran

down to that stream and in the spring of the year when the rains were heavy, the banks

would overflow and it would go out into the fields and settle and there would become a bog,
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or a slough.  No doubt as a boy, Bunyan would go out there and he would remember falling

into that mud and becoming stuck in it.  So he would use this as the background for the

sinner becoming aware of his sin and then falling into this state of despondency.  

What does this state stand for?  The Slough

of Despondency stands for the state of

despair and hopelessness of ever being

forgiven of sin.  It is an error that keeps

many people from truly being converted. 

They become so aware of their sin and the difficulty of approaching God, that they reach

such a point of despondency that they believe there can be no forgiveness for their sin.  This

is a fatal error.  We are going to see that Pliable quickly gives up and goes back to the City

of Destruction, but that the true believer, who is being drawn by the Spirit of God, will

struggle on through this event.  Look back in your experience.  Not everyone falls into the

Slough of Despondency.  This experience is not necessary in order to be converted, but 

many people do fall into this place before they are converted.  As I look back over my life,  I

had an experience that I now realize was a time of falling into the slough of despond. 

Because of the lack of proper instruction as a young child, I spent many, many hours trying

to obtain forgiveness in an altar of a little country church.  I did that for several nights, and

I became so discouraged and despondent that I believed there was no forgiveness for me,

and if there was no forgiveness, I wanted nothing to do with God.  It was a terrible

experience to go through when you wanted to be forgiven, but yet you didn’t believe there

was any actual forgiveness for you.  

In Bunyan’s book entitled Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, he describes his

personal experience in the Slough of Despond.  He said and I quote, 

I could not believe that Christ had a love for me.  Alas, I could neither hear

Him, nor see Him, nor feel Him, nor favor any of His things.  I found myself as

in a miry bog that shook if I did but stir.  I fell therefore at the sight of my

own vileness deeply into despair, for I concluded that this condition that I was

in could not stand with a state of grace.

That is, Bunyan said he reached the conclusion that there was no forgiveness for him.  In

essence, Bunyan was saying, “the love of Christ was not there, I could not believe that His

love was for me.”  Therefore he fell into a miry state of mind and thinking.  So the Slough of

THE SLOUGH OF DESPONDENCY

STANDS FOR THE STATE OF DESPAIR

AND HOPELESSNESS OF EVER BEING

FORGIVEN OF SIN.  
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Despond stands for a fatal error which views sin in a despairing fashion.  That is, it

magnifies sin so much that it produces no hope of being forgiven.  It takes sin too

despairingly.  Bear that in mind as we go through the book.  

Let us now look at these two different individuals as they fall into this slough.  First

of all, lets examine Pliable as he falls into the slough.   Remember that Pliable has no

burden on his back.  He is an individual who has just been persuaded by the talk that it

would be a good idea to go to heaven, but he has no consciousness of his sin.  He has no

idea what it means to count the cost, and he has no burden.  Therefore, he quickly falls into

the slough.  Now some may ask, “If this man is not being convicted by the Holy Spirit of

God to the degree that the other one is, how would he ever fall into such a state?  How

would he ever get there to begin with?”  The answer is this.  Any person who is pliable, who

is easily persuaded one way or another, cannot come in contact with another individual, who

is testifying to religion, God, and the Bible, without experiencing some conviction of sin. 

That is, they cannot begin hearing of the things of God over a length of time without

becoming conscious of the way of salvation.   So, through the influence of his fellow

companion, this individual falls in and begins to wallow around, and soon he turns to

Christian and says, “Ah, neighbor Christian, where are you now?”  And Christian

shakes his head and says, “Truly, I do not know.”  In other words, “I don’t understand

what this condition is.”  Then at that, Pliable began to be offended.  Now here we see

the genius of Bunyan as we think of the Scripture where Jesus told the parable of the sower

and the seed.  In Matthew chapter 13 we read at verse 19, “Here ye therefore the

parable of the sower.  When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and

understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which

was sown in his heart.  This is he which received seed by the way side.”   This is a

description of  stubborn Obstinate who hears the gospel, does not understand it, and wants

nothing to do with it.  He receives the seed by the way side.  But now listen to verse 20. 

“But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the

word, and at once with joy receiveth it: yet hath he no root in himself, but

endureth for awhile.  For when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the

word, by and by he is offended.”   This individual, Pliable, is an example of the person

who receives seed that falls in the stony places.  He is not a true convert.  He is an

individual that hears the word of the kingdom, and he rejoices in it and says,  “Oh, this
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sounds great.”  That is what he wants, but he has no root in himself.  He is pliable, he blows

back and forth.  He is not anchored like a tree which has roots down deep and stands firm

when the winds blow.  But Pliable is a person who, if you give him a good argument, he will

go with you, but when another one comes along giving him a better argument, he will go

with them.  So Pliable is one who is offended when the testings come because of the word.  

I know in my own experience  when I first entered the ministry, I was lacking in

understanding of how to deal with individuals.  I remember the people that I dealt with in

their homes.  We dealt with them in a very shallow fashion.  We found that if we started

talking with people by asking them if they were a Christian or if they wanted to be saved,

they would immediately become angry.  So we came up with a presentation that would not

offend people.  We racked our brains and here is the way we used to deal with an individual

in the early part of our ministry.  We would go into a home and say, “Mr. Brown, if you died

right now, do you know that you would go to heaven?”   Of course the individual would say,

“Well, No.”  Then I would ask another question, “Mr. Brown, would you like to know that if

you died right now, you would go to heaven?”  There are not 99 people out of 100 that

wouldn’t like to know that, so already I’ve got two answers that I was seeking for.  Then I

would say, “Well, Mr. Brown, if I could show you here in the Bible, what the Bible says you

must do to go heaven, would you be willing to do that?”  Now the man has already

committed himself.  If he says no now, he is going to have to go back on his word.  Do you

see the psychology that is working out in this scenario?  Then I show him in the Bible, and

say, “Now then, Mr. Brown, will you do what the Bible says to do?”    If he says, “no” then

he goes back on his word.  So there is nothing he can do but say “Yes, I will believe in Jesus

Christ.”  Therefore, he says a prayer, and then we pronounce him converted.  Then we say,

“Now then Mr. Brown, will you come to church Sunday?”  “Well, yes, alright, I will be there.” 

 He may come for two or three weeks.  Then as the preaching of the Word begins to find a

place in his life, he becomes uneasy.  On a given Sunday, we look out in the audience and

see that he isn’t there any more.  The next Sunday he isn’t there.  So we make a call on Mr.

Brown.  He meets us at the door with a sheepish look on his face.  We say, “We have missed

you in Sunday School and Church, where have you been?”  He replies, “Well, I just haven’t

been able to get there.”  “Well, can I come in and talk with you.”  “Well, I am awful busy

right now.”  “Can I talk with you anyway?”  “Yes, come on in.”  So we go in and begin to

talk with him and ask “Is there something we have done to make you mad?”  “No, no,
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nothing Pastor.”  “Is there something that the church has done that has made you mad why

you have quit coming?”  “No, no, Pastor, there isn’t.”  “Well, why aren’t you coming?” 

“Well, I don’t know, I just don’t feel right, and am just not at ease there.”  What that man is

telling us is simply that he has had more time to sit under the gospel, and he finds himself

falling in the Slough of Despond.  That is, as he begins to think upon the gospel, he has to

deal with his sin.  This doesn’t set well with him, and because of the Word he is “offended.” 

Not because of me, not because of the church, but because of the Word which is being

preached, he is offended and he doesn’t come.  If you go back six months later,  he won’t

even let you into his house to talk.  Now what kind of a person is this?  He is a person who

was very pliable and an easy victim of a certain psychological approach in modern

evangelism.  A certain technique was used upon him.  He responded, but he had no root in

himself, and after awhile it was not long before he packed his bag and headed back to the

City of Destruction.  

This is the way Pliable conducted himself when he fell into the Slough.   Pliable is a

listener, not a student of the Bible.  The only thing Pliable knows about the Bible is what

other people have told him.  He doesn’t study the Book for himself, but he is influenced by

what other people tell him about the Book.  He has to be surrounded by companions in

order to keep his enthusiasm built up about staying on the pathway.  Things have to be

going smoothly.  He would not dare start out by himself, but he must have someone there

to excite his enthusiasm.  We have a lot of Pliable members in the church today.  Unless

there are a lot of numbers around them and things are going well, they just aren’t at home

in church.  There are individuals in our churches today who are very zealous for the things

of the Lord as long as the attendance is increasing.  They say, “Come on, lets run, lets run,

lets get to heaven!”  They are the very zealous people in the church, but if  the providence

of God swings in another direction and a few people leave the church, they become

discouraged and disgruntled because they must have their enthusiasm excited by other

people, not by God and the Holy Spirit.  So

we have a lot of individuals who are

“pliable” today in their Christian profession.  

Also, Pliable is a person whose

consciousness of sin was not aroused, but

only his imagination about heaven was

ONE’S MOTIVE FOR GOING TO

HEAVEN MUST NOT BE TO ENJOY

PLEASURE IN HEAVEN, BUT TO ENJOY

THE GOD OF HEAVEN.
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aroused.   He would have nothing to do with a consciousness of sin, but he had a wild

imagination as to what he was going to enjoy in heaven.  There is one valuable lesson that

we can learn from Pliable, and that is this: One’s motive for going to heaven must not be

the enjoyment of pleasure, but the enjoyment of God.  Again I say, the motive for going to

heaven must not be to enjoy pleasure in heaven, but to enjoy the God of heaven.  When

Pliable soon discovered that there was going to be a lot of difficulties in the way, he said,

“Alright Christian, you go on to possess that land for yourself.  If I get out of here, I am

going back to where I had it good, and I am not going to put up with this.”   The book says

that he struggled, and with a great lunge, he got himself out on the same side of the Slough

that was close to his home.  That is, he didn’t go on through the Slough, but went back to

where his home was in the City of Destruction.  

Now let us look at Christian in the Slough as the other example.  What caused

Christian to struggle and go on through this miry Slough?  How many of you have ever been

caught in mud?  My favorite way of fishing is walking down the creek, either right in the

middle about up to my waist, or on the banks.  It is a scary thing when suddenly you find

yourself sinking in some mud.  You don’t mind it until it gets about halfway between your

ankles and the knees.  When it gets about to the knees, and you are still sinking, you

wonder whether there is going to be any bottom.  You are just about ready to throw fishing

rods, tackle and everything away and start grabbing for something to hold on to.  This must

be how this sinner feels who has been awakened to his lost condition.  Thoughts keep

bearing on his mind like, “ I have no peace, there is no hope for me being forgiven.”   He is

struggling, and it seems like every move he takes only causes him to sink deeper into the

Slough of Despondency.  But what kept him going on through it?  Why didn’t he go back like

Pliable?  Because this man feared the doom of the City of Destruction more than he did the

Slough.  That is, he was being drawn by the Spirit of God.  Pliable was being drawn by his

own fleshly, carnal conceptions of heaven and the next life.  Christian was experiencing a

real working of the Spirit of God causing him to go on through the Slough.  As he is going

through the Slough, he sees a man on the other side whose name was Help.  I would like for

us to note what Bunyan says, “but I beheld in my dream, that a man came to him,

whose name was Help, and asked him, what he did there.”  Notice that Christian goes

toward the other side which is closest to the wicket gate.  He continues on, he does not turn

and go back like Pliable.  So Help asked him, “What are you doing here?”   Who is this
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person called Help?  I think that this is probably a layman rather than the Evangelist.  God

be praised for good laymen who can minister the gospel and render help.  They are not

called to pastor or to preach, but they know how to give help to seeking sinners.  If it is not

a layman, it is some providential help that God sends to help this individual out of the

Slough.  Help says to Christian, “Why did you fall in here, and what are you doing here?” 

Christian tells him, that he was escaping the wrath to come.   Help replies, “But why did

you not look for the steps?”  “Why are you out here in the mud, why didn’t you look for

the steps that were through this place?”  And Christian says, “Fear followed me so hard

that I fled the next way, and fell in.”   

I was talking to my wife the other day about her conversion experience as a child,

and she related how that she attended the services Sunday after Sunday and “fear” was

there when the gospel was preached.  When the minister would preach the gospel, she

would sit there and cry, and yet she didn’t know which way to go.  She knew that she

wanted to be converted but she didn’t understand how to be converted.  But fear drove her

on because she wanted to know what it was like to have peace with God.  How many of you

remember back in your own experience when you were converted, maybe as a child, a

young person, or as an adult, before you received peace, was there not a spirit of fear that

drove you on?  You could receive no peace.  Fear was still following you even when you left

the preaching service, went to your home and went to sleep at night.  

So the man named Help says, “Why didn’t you stay on the path?”  Pilgrim replies, “I

was so afraid that I didn’t take time to look for the steps, and therefore I fell in this terrible

state of despair of ever being forgiven.”  Have you ever encountered a person in your life

who said, “ I just don’t believe there is any hope for me ever being saved?”  Do you

remember somebody like that?  That is a fatal error.  Your prayer is, “Oh, God help that

man!”   Maybe he sought the Lord, maybe he has tried various churches who have told him

what to do, and it has done no good.   He has reached the conclusion that there is no

forgiveness for him.  I have encountered persons like that, and believe me, they are very

lonely individuals.   They have fallen into the Slough and committed the fatal error in

believing that there is no forgiveness for sin.  Yes, sin is great beloved, but aren’t you glad

the Scripture tells us that  “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” 

(Romans 5:20).  Aren’t you glad that where the sin that would condemn us abounds, there
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is something abounding greater than our sin, and that is the grace and mercy of the Lord

Jesus Christ.  There is hope.  Sin is a great enemy, but there is a greater Savior that we find

in the promises of Jesus Christ.  

Let’s look at this individual named Help.  Notice that he gave Christian his hand, and

he drew him out of the Slough.  Does that remind you of this verse of Scripture?  “No man

can come unto the Father except the Spirit of God draw him.”    (John 6:44).  This is

the drawing work of the Holy Spirit.  This is the reason why Christian made it through the

Slough of Despondency and Pliable didn’t want anything to do with it.  One was

experiencing what the Bible calls “the effectual calling of the Holy Spirit.”  In this modern

age of easy believism it is rather confusing to understand the working of the Holy Spirit, and

why a person needs to be drawn.  This is because most people today have a faulty concept

of the gospel.   Here is a scenario of this.  God sends a preacher, and he invites the sinner

to be saved.  Let’s say that Mr. Carney here is a sinner.  So I come to him and give him the

offers of the gospel.  “Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

(Acts 2:21).    Here is where a fatal error has attacked the gospel today.  Most people think

that after God gives the invitation, He somehow just waits for Mr. Carney to crank up his old

adamic will and make a decision.  Then when he decides, God will regenerate or “draw” that

individual.  Therefore, this is the belief that salvation is a 50/50 proposition.  God gives an

invitation and waits for the sinner to respond, at which time God responds again.  So

salvation is 50% God and 50% man.  But the gospel is more than just an invitation.  Paul

says  “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power in the Holy

Ghost”  (I Thessalonians 1:5); that to some, there accompanies with the invitation a

powerful drawing of the Holy Spirit.  

Maybe we can illustrate it like this.  When I was a boy on the farm, it was my

privilege and duty to go to the well to draw water out of the well.  Did any of you ever do

that and know how to do it?  Do you remember that you went out to the well with a long

metal bucket?   You let down the long narrow tube, and it went down into the well.  You

listened for it to bubble, and when it finished bubbling, you drew the bucket filled with water

back out.  How many of you went out there and invited that water to come to the surface?  

Did you go out there and say, “water, I invite you to come to me.”   Then did you wait for

that water to go against its own nature and come up out of that well all by itself?   No, what
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did you do?  You “drew” the water out didn’t you?  When God gives an invitation in the

gospel, and He invites all to come, no one will come because of their self love and their

nature without the drawing of the Holy Spirit of God to bring them up out of that fallen

nature.  You see, water by nature does not come up hill, and the sinner by nature does not

seek the things of God.   If anybody is going to respond to the gospel, it will have to be the

result of a divine powerful drawing of the Holy Spirit when the invitation is given.  A

“drawing”  accompanies that gospel invitation, and the water comes.  So just when it seems

like that there is no hope, God has “Help” right at that point.  When I first read this, I

remember thinking, “that is me he is talking about.”  Just when it seemed like I was

absolutely bound for the pit of Hell itself, God sent Help.  And Help came and drew me out

of that bog of sin and placed me on the solid rock which is Jesus Christ.  Fear may have

come, but Help drew me on.  So Help drew Christian out of the Slough.  

Now let’s look at the steps that Christian failed to see.  Help points these out, and 

Bunyan tells us what these steps are in the margins of his book.  He says the steps are the

promises of God.  Isn’t that beautiful?  That is, the promises of God will get the sinner

through the Slough of Despond?   So Help said, “Why did not you look for the steps?” 

And finally Christian said, “Fear followed me so hard, that I fled the next way, and fell

in.”  What are some of the promises on these steps?  Maybe you are a young sinner here

tonight, or maybe you are an old sinner.   Maybe you are a teenage sinner and you have

never been truly converted.  Maybe you have been thinking about this thing of being saved

and you have never come yet to settled peace in the heart.   You are getting discouraged,

you are getting despondent, and the more you go to church, the more you find yourself

struggling in the Slough of Despond.  Is there any hope for such an individual such as you? 

Yes there is.  There are steps through this Slough.  Listen, maybe God will use this step to

take you to true conversion tonight.  God says,  “He that cometh to me, I will in no wise

cast out.”  (John 6:37).  There is forgiveness for sinners, even for sinners as great as you,

who have no hope of being forgiven.  Maybe that doesn’t do any good.  What about this

stepping stone, “Thou will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.”  

(Isaiah 26:3).  Is your mind uneasy and restless tonight, and you have no peace with God

as yet?   Remember the promise of God, “He will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is

depending on God.”  What about the next stone, “Now unto Him that is able to keep you

from falling.”  (Jude 1:24).  Oh, what a promise there is to stand on in that.  What about

12

http://www.gabm.org


Study in Pilgrim’s Progress      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
72 Lessons - Transcribed from Audio              Pastor Jim Gables
Audio available online                    www.gabm.org

                                                                                                                                                        

this one, “Ask and it shall be given you.”  (Matthew 7:7).  Can you claim the promises of

God so that as you walk through the Slough of Despond, you can go over on solid ground?  

Oh, I pray that God would enable you to do that even tonight.

Now lets consider some more things about this Slough.  First we read these words

about what makes this a Slough of Despondency. 

Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, and said, “Sir, wherefore,

since over this place is the way from the City of Destruction to yonder

gate, is it, that this plat is not mended, that poor travelers might go

thither with more security?”

  

Why is there such a place as the Slough of Despondency?  Why hasn’t someone taken care

of this?  Why hasn’t some individual come along and filled up this Slough to give it a solid

bottom? And so he said unto me, 

“This miry slough is such a place as cannot be mended: it is the

descent whither the scum and filth that attends conviction for sin doth

continually run, and therefore it is called the Slough of Despond.”  

I am sure that most of you know what a sewer is.   All sorts of toxic poisons run out of that

sewer if it has not been purified.  Before the sinner is converted, he experiences conviction

of sin.  The more he thinks upon his sin, the more his sins flow into his mind until he

becomes despondent of ever being forgiven.  Now notice, he goes on and says:

“as the sinner is awakened about his lost condition, there arise in his

soul many fears and doubts and discouraging apprehensions which all

of them get together and settle in this place.”

I would hope that not many of you here tonight fell into the Slough of Despond, but some of

you probably did.  Remember what a great time it was when you were finally converted, and

how the peace of God came.  We will find Christian in a few weeks doing this.  But now

notice that Help says, 

It is not the pleasure of the King that this place should remain so bad. 

His laborers also have, by the direction of His Majesty’s surveyors,

been for above these sixteen hundred years employed about this

patch of ground, if perhaps it might have been mended - yea, and to

my knowledge, said he, there have been swallowed up at least twenty

thousand cartloads, yea, millions of wholesome instructions, that have

at all seasons been brought from all places of the King’s dominions, if

so be it might have been mended;  but it is the Slough of Despond still,

and so will be when they have done what they can.
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Now hear me, I’ve talked with people hour after hour in their homes, and have given

them instructions as to what to do to be saved.  I have read Scripture with them and prayed

with them, and I have said, “Can’t you see this?  Can’t you see that?  Can’t you claim the

promises of God?”   I have tried to get them out of their despondent condition of ever being

forgiven, and have had to leave those homes with a burdened heart because there was no

help.  They had fallen into this error of thinking that there was no forgiveness of sin.  That is

what Bunyan is saying here, is that the King of the land has hundreds of servants, and for

sixteen hundred years or from the time of Christ, there have been these servants who have

piled instructions after instructions in this Slough, yet it is still the Slough of Despond.  You

should begin to see what a genius Bunyan is here in likening this to our relationship of

coming to Christ.   I don’t care how many instructions you give some people, they just

cannot seem to comprehend that there is hope.  There is forgiveness for sin, and there is

hope even from the Slough of Despond.
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