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This morning as we celebrate that by the death of Christ Jesus death was trampled, 
according to the calendar today is the day that we celebrate what we know as Palm 
Sunday, this is the day where Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem, he rode to that Temple 
Mount and the thousands declared, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord!" Just a few days later as he hung upon that fateful cross, there would be less 
than a handful of people celebrating what he was doing.

I know it's real easy to throw stones, it's real easy to question how did they miss the 
obvious, how did they miss what was right before their eyes, let me turn the question on 
ourselves: 2,000 years later, how do we miss the obvious? How do we miss that is right 
before our eyes? Today we're going to be challenged by what does it mean to hear the 
voice of God. 

Let's pray in preparation.

Heavenly Father, as we come this morning, it is without question that you desire to speak
into our lives, Lord, we confess the problem is not with your voice, it is with our ears. 
Lord, we have heard so much opinion, we've heard so much philosophy, we've heard so 
much verbiage over the last few days that we confess it has drowned out your voice. So 
Lord, I pray this morning as we open your word that we would have eyes to see, we 
would have ears to hear, and that as only you can do somehow supernaturally would you
silence all the competing voices so the only voice we hear today is yours? It is in the 
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 3. We're
going to find ourselves in the last verses of John 3 this morning and this is a very 
strategic passage in the Gospel of John for we've just dealt with a man by the name of 
Nicodemus and soon hereafter we're going to deal with a woman known as the woman at 
the well or the Samaritan woman, two very unique characters to the Gospel of John but 
some of the most widely familiar characters in all of Scripture. Nicodemus on one hand 
had all the education, all the preparation, all of the resources to know the things of God, 
and the woman at the well in chapter 4, much the opposite. Not only did she have a 
tainted personal life, not only did she have a background that was sordid with all kinds of 
struggles and issues, she was from a different place and she had a stereotype about her 
background. You see, the woman who should not have been able to hear the voice of God
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engages in an incredible conversation with Jesus and the man who should have known 
everything there was to know about hearing from God somehow missed it just a few 
verses earlier. Right between these two very strategic conversations we have the words of
John the Baptist telling us today how can we be sure to hear the voice of God and as 
we're going to discover today, you don't have to bribe God, you don't have to hunt him 
down, you don't have to go searching for him. He is not hiding from you. The problem is 
not the voice of God, the problem oftentimes is our ears.

I'm going to encourage you to turn to John 3, beginning in verse 31. It says,

31 He that comed from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly,
and speaks of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 32 And 
what he has seen and heard, that he testifies; and no man receives his 
testimony. 33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that 
God is true. 34 For he whom God hath sent speaks the words of God: for 
God gives not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35 The Father loves the 
Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 36 He that believeth on the 
Son has  everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abides on him. 

In these last verses of John 3 between Nicodemus and the woman at the well, incredible 
instruction on how do we hear the things of God. More specifically, how do we hear the 
voice of God. 

I'm going to challenge you today to do three very simple things. I'm going to challenge 
you to look up, to look out, and to look in. Let's begin by looking up. When we look up to
hear the things of God or the voice of God, the first thing that we realize is that God's 
perspective is completely different than anybody you've ever met. In fact, if you notice 
there in verse 31 it says, "He that is above all speaks of heavenly things, he that is of the 
earth speaks of earthly things."

I'm sure many of you have had this experience in life where maybe a city or an area that 
you're very familiar with, maybe you've walked the streets, maybe you've drive the roads,
but there comes that time where you actually find yourself in an airplane thousands of 
feet in the air on a beautiful clear day traveling over that space realizing that it looks 
much different from above than it does below. Or maybe you've had the view of an 
incredible skyscraper in a large metropolitan area. 

I'll never forget years ago my wife and I had the privilege of visiting what we know as 
New York City, spending days walking the streets, visiting the shops, going to the shows,
eating in the cafes. Then on March 17, 2001, we found ourselves at the top of what we 
know as the South Trade Tower looking down on Manhattan, looking down on Central 
Park and from above everything looked completely different than looking from below. 
Why? Because when you're looking from street level and ground level, everything is 
tainted by the sounds and by the noises and by everything around you, but when you have
a perspective that is above, everything looks different.
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So when we talk about hearing the voice of God, we need to understand God's 
perspective is completely different than humanity's perspective. No matter how much you
value the voice, no matter how much you respect the voice of humanity, God's 
perspective is completely different because according to Isaiah 66 heaven is his throne 
and earth is his footstool. God sees things so differently and from such a different 
perspective than anybody you've ever heard from here on earth. And what that does is it 
bears record to us of the past. Now, when I speak of bearing record of the past, if you're 
going to fly over at 30,000 feet or if you're going to have the perspective of a tall 
skyscraper, allow me for just a few moments to walk through the Bible with you from 
God's perspective.

Beginning in the garden of Eden, Genesis 2, as man was about to enter, God gave very 
clear instructions. He said, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat except for this
one, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for in the day that you eat thereof, you 
will surely die." The next chapter, humanity falls into sin. We thought we knew better 
than God. We discovered we did not and so what did we do? We covered ourselves with 
fig leaves. We tried to hide ourselves from the presence of God but he came and he 
spoke. He communicated with the man. He communicated with the woman. And what we
see is a pattern begin to develop that whether the situation is good or the situation is bad, 
the pattern is that God is always seeking to speak into our lives. The question isn't 
whether he wants to speak, the question is our wanting to listen.

By the time we get to Genesis 6, humanity finds itself in all types of wickedness so what 
does God do? God comes and speaks to a man named Noah. He comes and he speaks to 
him and he gives him specific instructions on how to build a boat so that he can last or 
outlast the flood that will come as the judgment of God. The flood comes, the flood goes. 
The next thing, we find ourselves that humanity has decided again to rebel against God, 
it's that famous Tower of Babel scenario where they basically say, "God, we know more 
than you do. We're going to thumb our nose at you. We're going to show you that we 
know better." What does God do? Again, he descends down to communicate. 

Now, I know what some of you are thinking. This is different. You see, with Adam and 
Eve he provided skins of protection and he provided a direction and forgiveness, for 
Noah he provided a boat, but here there is judgment and basically a dismantling of the 
languages. Ah, but Hebrews 12, it says, "For whom the Lord loves, he chastizes." So 
even in their dismissal from Babel, it was an act of love and desiring to speak into their 
lives the best thing for their life and not what they had been settling for. 

The very next chapter in a place known as Ur of the Chaldees, God comes to a man by 
the name of Abram and he says, "Can you see the number of stars and count them?" "No, 
I cannot." He says, "So shall your descendants be," and what we know as the vehicle or 
the means of his redemptive plan through Jesus Christ would come through him and his 
wife's loins.
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As we continue through Scripture, a man by the name of Moses, a vagabond and an 
outcast in his own culture of which had been enslaved by the Egyptians for 400 years on 
the backside of nowhere, God comes to him and speaks to him through a bush that is 
burning but is not yet consumed. We see a people known as Israel who rebel against God.
They desire a king even though God said, "You don't need a king." They get a king by the
name of Saul. It goes south real quick and God comes to Samuel, he speaks to Samuel 
and says, "Go to the house of Jesse for there is one I've called who is after mine own 
heart." We know him as King David. His son, Solomon, the Lord came to him and said, 
"What do you want more than anything in the world?" And Solomon said, "I just want 
wisdom."

As we go out through the Old Testament, there are prophets. The Lord came to some 
prophets as they lay on the side of a hill and were fed by the ravens. He came to other 
prophets and gave them great visions and insight of the heavenlies. There were some of 
which he came by life illustration such as Hosea and Amos. But all along, God has a 
pattern of initiating the conversation with humanity.

By the time you get to the New Testament, we find the ultimate communication, the 
Incarnation, God in flesh, Jesus Christ. One of the most famous messages Jesus ever 
preached, Luke 15. He gave the illustration of the prodigal son and the picture of him 
running after us. A few chapters later in Luke 19, the house of a man by the name of 
Zaccheus who by all intents and purposes should have been shunned by Jesus. Jesus finds
himself in his home and he says these words: that he came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. And here today on the calendar, what we know as Palm Sunday, Jesus comes 
riding in and declares, "This is my house." 

You see, the record from God's perspective is that every turn of events and in every 
aspect of life, rather than somehow trying to be found or bribed for communication, we 
discover that he is the one who is initiating. In fact, what we discover about Christianity 
that makes it so different than every other faith, every other religion is attempting to get 
God's attention but in Christianity God is attempting to get your attention whether in the 
garden of Eden, whether in the life of King David, or in yours.

But it's not just a record of the past, it's also a record of what I want to call the prophetic. 
You see, in the Gospel of John, particularly in chapters 14 and 16, Jesus comes to his 
apostles and he says, "Okay, guys, there is coming a time when I'm no longer going to be 
with you. There is coming a time where I will not be walking these dusty roads with you, 
but it's actually good that I go away because when I go away, I'm going to send you 
another Comforter, I'm going to send you what we call the Holy Spirit and he's going to 
descend, he's going to teach you all things."

Jesus goes and we know about the crucifixion event, we know about the empty tomb, and
we know according to Acts 1 that for 40 days after he was risen from the dead he taught 
the apostles. And as he ascended on high in Acts 1, he made this statement, he said, 
"Don't leave Jerusalem. Stay here until the Holy Spirit comes upon you and then you 
shall be my witnesses here in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the 

Page 4 of 11



earth." For seven days they waited. For seven days they prayed, they fasted and then it 
happened. In Acts 2, just as he had prophesied, the Holy Spirit descended. Why is this so 
significant? Because in days past the Lord had spoken through prophets, in days past, the 
Lord had spoken through situations and scenarios, but now because the tomb is empty, 
because the blood has been shed and because he has ascended on high, the Holy Spirit 
can reside within each and every one of us upon our believing in Jesus Christ and the 
voice of God does not have to be sought after anymore for it is dwelling within us upon 
our belief in Jesus.

I want you to think about all that for a moment. When we look up to God's perspective, 
he has a track record of communicating with us and prophetically said, "I so desire to talk
to you that I'm going to make it a part of my salvation plan to dwell inside of you." I don't
think the problem is God's voice, I think the problem is our ears which brings us to the 
next verse. It says in verse 32 that "what he had seen he heard and that he testifies and no 
man receives his testimony." What John the Baptist was communicating is that humanity 
as a whole resists the things of God and does not want to know or hear the things of God. 
Oh, he has spoken but we have not received.

When you look up, you see it from the perspective of God so how about we look out? 
What does humanity have to offer us? What does humanity have to communicate to us 
that would be so important that we would allow it to silence the voice of God in our 
lives? It says here that no man receives. I want to begin with a construct known as the 
depravity of humanity. Humanity is utterly depraved and steeped in sin. We have the 
natural propensity away from the things of God, not towards. In fact, earlier in John 3 it 
says that men love darkness because they despise to do the things of God.

Let's go to 1 Corinthians 2, beginning in verse 14 it says, the natural man, the person who
has not believed in Jesus, they cannot understand, they cannot grasp the things of God 
because they don't have the mind of God. You go to 2 Corinthians 4:4, it says that Satan 
has blinded the minds of this world. So at best when we look out on humanity, the best 
they have to offer are blinded minds who cannot perceive or know the things of God.

There are lots of examples in Scripture to illustrate this but one of my favorites is a man 
by the name of Samson. Now, Samson had everything going for him. When he was born, 
there was a special vow placed on his life. He was a Nazirite. It meant that he could not 
eat anything of an unclean animal, could not consume anything of an alcoholic nature, 
and his hair was never to be cut. When you look at the life of Samson, talk about a man 
of great fervor and success. Here is a man who defeated an army of a thousand just with a
jawbone of a donkey. Here is a man who annihilated an entire rebellious city by taking 
300 foxes and tying their tails together and setting them on fire. Here is a man of which 
nobody could conquer except himself. Oh, there was a woman by the name of Delilah. 
She came and according to Scripture she nagged him to the point of death in which he 
finally confessed that if his hair was removed from his head, his strength would depart 
from him. The next day he awoke and his head had been shaven. One of the saddest 
verses in all the Bible, it says he went out to meet the Philistines that day and he did not 
know that the power of God had departed from him.
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The reason I use Samson as an illustration is that maybe nobody else better fit to share 
with us that our hopes that humanity might know what they're talking about because 
surely Samson, I mean, he's a picture of it going the right direction but even Samson 
showed his depravity. King David showed his depravity. Solomon showed his depravity. 
We've all demonstrated our depravity which leads to what I want to call the de-evolution 
of humanity.

Now, I know when we use that word "evolution" we can either use it with a big "E" or a 
little "e." Big "E" would mean across species, little "e" would mean within species and 
I'm not here to talk about biology or chemistry. I think we all recognize that within our 
human species there is thankfully some type of evolutionary process. What I mean by 
that is we no longer need these things known as wisdom teeth that we supposedly needed 
years ago. I'm grateful for evolution with a little "e" because if you go back hundreds of 
years, the average height for a man was significantly shorter than it is today. Can you 
imagine how short I would have been then? So I'm grateful that we are within our 
species, we are "biologically and chemically" what they would call progressing. But I 
think we'd all have to admit today that when it comes to character, integrity, morality, 
values, we're not progressing and we're not getting "better," in fact, we're going the much 
opposite direction.

At the close of the 20th century, more individuals had been killed during war in that one 
century than all other centuries combined. We, the human race that supposedly is getting 
better and progressive, we are creating new ways to annihilate each other. We're creating 
new ways to take life. In fact, in the last 100 years there has been the rise of those named 
such as Stalin and Mussolini and even Adolph Hitler who systematically eradicated 
millions upon millions of people just because they did not fit their picture of what 
humanity should look and/or be like. Even this very day, we again woke up to the news 
of lives being senselessly taken. It used to it was this side with a certain colored uniform 
against this side with another colored uniform but we've now gotten to the point where 
we don't know whose side anybody is on and character has been dismissed and values are
gone and morality is scarce to be found.

You see, when we look out and see what does humanity have to offer us, it offers us a 
blinded, naturalistic, character-absent perspective which leads ultimately to the destiny of
humanity. In verse 36 in this passage says those that do not believe, that the wrath of God
is upon them. This is the destiny of humanity ultimately in our depravity coming face-to-
face with our Creator.

As you read the last book of your Bible entitled as what we know as Revelation, you see 
kind of the climax of this. You see humanity at our finest – please note sarcasm – hour 
for we see the judgment of God, we see the plagues of God, we see humanity dying 
literally by the billions with plagues and famine and economic distress and so how does 
humanity respond according to the book of Revelation? They continued to cease to 
repent. We would not turn to God and in a final act, Revelation 19, the Lord descends 
physically in what we know as the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and when he descends
does he find a welcoming group of people? Does he find humanity so excited to meet 
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their King of kings and Lord of lords? No, what does he find? He finds humanity 
gathered in a place known as Jezreel or Armageddon and when he finds them, they fight 
to the point where according to the Scripture the blood rises to the bridle of a horse. One 
final determinatory saying, "We're not going to do it your way, God."

Now I want you to notice those two perspectives. If we look up, we see a loving God who
wants more than anything to speak to our lives. If we look out to what humanity has to 
offer, the best we can find is death and destruction. So how do we respond to this when 
we find ourselves in the midst of the chaos or the crossfire? I want to encourage you this 
morning, I want to encourage you to look in. You see, we look up and see God's 
perspective, we look out and see humanity's perspective but let's look in for just a 
moment because when we get to verse 33 it says, "He that has received his testimony has 
set to his seal that God is true." Listen to verse 34, "For he whom God has sent speaks the
words of God: for God gives not the Spirit by measure unto man." It says there in verse 
34 that he desires to speak into our lives and he does so without measure.

So when we look in, the first thing that we discover is that there is a promise that is given
by God that is very clear: that if we will open our heart and open our ears, he desires to 
communicate and speak to us. I'm reminded as we go to the book of Revelation 3, I'm 
reminded there's a church there by the name of Laodicea, a church very similar to our 
culture and context today. It had all the trappings of society. They had economic 
prosperity, they had physical health, they had great cities and buildings but there in 
Revelation 3 the picture we have of Jesus is that he is knocking at the door and he makes 
this statement to the church at Laodicea, "If you will just open the door, I will come in 
and I will sup with you and you with me and we can have a conversation and we can 
have a relationship."

Now on one side of the coin, that's bad news because it says that there was a "church that 
Jesus wasn't a part of." On the other side of the coin, did Jesus forsake? No. Did he 
abandon? Absolutely not. Did he say, "Good riddance." Of course not. Again, we see the 
picture of him knocking and desiring and wanting to speak into their and your and my 
life. Very reminiscent of what we know as the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 7, Jesus 
has the multitudes before him and there in chapter 7, verse 7, he makes a statement that 
I'm sure almost every one of you are familiar with. He says, "Seek and you will find. Ask 
and it shall be given unto you. Knock and it will be opened." You see, Jesus made it very 
clear that if we want to hear the voice of God in our lives, we're the problem not him. So 
the promise is that if we want to hear the voice of God, if we desire the things of God in 
our life, the promise is we don't have to bribe God, we don't have to go after a hunt for 
him, we don't have to hunt him down, go through a bunch of religious exercises or 
academic courses, he says if you ask you'll find it. If you know, it'll be opened and you 
shall receive.

So what's the process? Look in verse 34, he says he has testified of the words of God. 
Over the course of the next few moments, some of the things I may say may sound a little
bit condescending and I don't mean them so because I'm about to share with you that I've 
been on the other side of this conversation. So many times people say, "Well, I wish I 
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could hear from God. I wish I could just know what his voice sounds like. If in this 
situation in my life, what do you think God would say?" I've got news for you: he's 
already given you over a million words right here from Genesis to Revelation. What does
it say in verse 34? He speaks expressly and what does he say? "The words of God." And 
what has happened is we have fallen into the trap of depraved humanity. We have fallen 
into the trap that we somehow believe that the world knows more than God does. We 
have fallen into the trap that the pundits and the experts and the this and the that 
somehow their opinion should be more valued than God's. You say, "I just want to hear 
God." Let me encourage you to do something. Open your Bible for it is his words that 
desire to be spoken into your life. As you begin to peruse the Scriptures, you'll find men 
like Nahum and Habakkuk and Micah, these guys tucked away in the back of your Old 
Testament known as the Minor Prophets. They may speak more to our culture today than 
even 24 hour news. You see, if we will just go to the process, he says he's speaking 
through his words.

Some years ago, in fact when I was about 20 years of age, I found myself in one of those 
positions in life, I was a junior in college and spring break was coming and everybody 
was making plans. There would be those that would go to the beach. There would be 
those that would go skiing. There would be those that go here, those that would go there. 
I made a very special plan for that week in my life. My plan was to go nowhere. My plan 
was to see the city that I lived in vacated, the apartment complex emptied out and all my 
roommates hundreds of miles away. Why did I need the place? Why did I desire the place
to be empty? Because I was on the other side of that conversation, I was in the fight of 
my life, I was in this great struggle. Do I listen to the voices that I'm looking out and 
hearing or do I listen to the voice of God? You see, the problem is there were voices 
saying things that I respected. There were voices that I valued their opinion. There were 
voices that were educated. There were voices that were successful. The only problem was
their voice was different and contrary to and different than what God had clearly spoken.

So that week, I made a very important decision in my life. I decided not to go on one of 
those trips. I decided just to stay at home and to battle it out with God. I don't remember a
whole lot of that week, just to be quite honest with you. I don't know how much I slept. I 
don't know if I ate anything. But I do know that I tossed and I turned and I wrestled 
because I had to come to a very important conclusion in my life: whose voice would I 
listen to? Who would guide me? Who would direct me? Now let me go ahead and warn 
you: I was already saved. I was already born again. I was already a child of God. I was 
already "serving and doing the things of God," but I was having conflicting voices and I 
was struggling with who do I listen to?

I'll never forget that Friday morning of spring break. I had been wrestling for days. I don't
remember what time exactly it was, all I know is that I rolled out of bed and I landed on 
my knees and that Friday morning as I was on my knees I got out an old dusty black-
covered Bible, I opened it up and I placed it on my bed. There in an empty apartment in a
vacated apartment complex and with tears rolling down my eyes, I stated these two words
to God, "I quit." I wasn't quitting the faith, I wasn't quitting Jesus, I was quitting the fight.
And at that point on that morning, I remember saying these words to God, I said, "God, I 
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quit. I quit. It doesn't matter how much I respect somebody or how much I value 
somebody, if their opinion is contrary to what you've said, I'm siding with you and 
disagreeing with them. I don't care what it costs me or what the world has promised me, 
if they say it and it's different than what you've said, then I'm going to agree with you and
I'm going to be against them." And what I discovered is that when it comes to our 
marriages, when it comes to our families, when it comes to the raising of our children, 
when it comes to the handling of our finances, when it comes to handling those who 
oppose us and are enemies with us, I've discovered that usually what God says is 
completely contrary to what the world has to say which puts you in a very interesting 
predicament this morning.

You see, the Bible says in Luke 12:48, "to whom much is given, much is required." You 
and I live in a world that almost every day and every moment of every day we're hearing 
ideas, opinions, philosophies and constructs that are completely different than what God 
has clearly spoken and we have to make a decision, do we agree with God who has a 
perspective different than man, or do we agree with man who is completely depraved, 
blinded and de-evolving? You see, the voice of the world is loud and the voice of the 
world is constant but when it comes to the important issues of life, we're in a 
predicament: do we side with God's word or do we side with man's opinion?

We could spend days talking about family and children and finances and this and that, but
what about your future? What about the day after your last day? You see, the Bible 
makes it very clear that neither is there salvation in any other whereby we must be saved 
but the name of Christ Jesus. Do you know what the world tells you? Believe what you 
want to believe, just be sincere about it. The world communicates very clearly we should 
not have any opposition to what everybody wants to say and/or think because everybody 
has the right to their opinion, however varied it may be. That's not what the Bible says. 
The Bible says there are specific ways for this and specific ways for this and including 
that is eternity that is decided by Jesus Christ alone. So here's your predicament today: do
you do it God's way or do you continue to do it man's way?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're here this 
morning and maybe it's your first time in church, maybe it's your thousandth time in a 
service like this. It doesn't matter the quantity it truly today matters about the quality. 
Maybe you're that individual today who realized for the very first time that you've been 
listening to all the wrong voices. Maybe today the proverbial light bulb turned on and you
realized that the volume of humanity you've allowed to drown out the still soft voice of 
God. Well, if your desire today is for things to change, I've got good news for you. You 
don't have to do a series of events or jumping through hoops or religious endeavors, you 
just need to have a real transparent serious conversation with God. You don't have to 
have this conversation out loud. You don't have to even say the same words that I might 
say but maybe your conversation would go a little something like this. "God, today I just 
want to confess what you already know. I've tried to do it my way. I've been trying to do 
it the way the world has been encouraging me to do it and I realize today where that's 
going to lead. I realize the destiny of that and I've come to understand today that Jesus 
communicates such a different message. I believe that Jesus loved me so much that he 
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was willing to be born on my behalf. I believe Jesus loves me so much that he was 
willing to live a sinless life, allow himself to die on a cruel cross and yet three days later 
to rise from the dead so that I could be forgiven and I could be saved and I could become 
a new creation. God, today my desire is to do it your way and no other. So the best way I 
know how, I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me by the blood of Jesus
Christ alone and I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe today is the day you had that 
conversation with God. We'd love to in a few moments hear about that conversation. 
We'd love to dialog with you, talk with you, communicate with you. We're excited about 
what God has done in your life. Or maybe today the decision you have or the 
conversation you need to have isn't an initial salvation event or experience, maybe you're 
a lot like I was, you've been saved for years and you thought you were on the right path 
and you realized real quick you're on the wrong one. Maybe today is that day that may 
require you having a conversation with somebody, it may just require you leaving this 
campus with a completely different perspective than you walked onto the campus. All I 
know is whatever the Lord is doing in your life, whatever he's speaking in your life, the 
problem is not his voice, if there's a problem it's our ears.

Lord, I do pray as we come to this time in our service that you would give us eyes to see 
and give us ears to hear. Lord, help us to know that in no shape or form the problem is 
with you, it is with us. So God, we ask you to do whatever you've got to do so that we are 
where you desire us to be. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, I'll be 
here at the front.

"I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene,
And wonder how He could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.

"O how marvelous! O how wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:
O how marvelous! O how wonderful!
Is my Savior's love for me!"

As we continue our time of response, our time of invitation, maybe you're a guest or a 
first time visitor with us, let me share with you that the invitation is not over. Though we 
had the privilege in just a few moments to share with you some exciting news of those 
that have come to be a part of our church fellowship today, in just a few moments we're 
going to have the opportunity to respond by giving. We've worshiped today by lifting our
voices, we've worshiped by studying and understanding the words of God and in just a 
moment we're going to worship by giving. This is a time where we have the opportunity 
to give of our resources, to trust God that he knows better what to do with them than we 
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do. In just a moment, we're going to have a prayer and then we're going to be seated and 
we're going to have this time of giving and I'm still going to be at the front so maybe 
you're that person who said, "Man, I wish I would have gone and talked to somebody. I 
wish I would have gone and prayed with somebody." I'm going to still be here so the 
invitation is not over. I'm going to ask Ken Dickson to come and lead our offertory 
prayer.
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