
“Clearing Out the Defiled” 

1 Samuel 15:1-9 

(Preached at Trinity, April 9, 2017) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. We saw back in Chapter 12 that God requires love and obedience from the heart. This is 

demanded of all men. Samuel told Israel and their new king, Saul: 

1 Samuel 12:24-25 NAU - "Only fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with all 
your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.  25 "But if you still 
do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept away."  

2. To follow God with your whole heart demands that you have a new heart. Samuel was 

demanding more than the people were able to give. This is the problem of lost humanity. 

They are unable to turn to God with all their heart because their heart is defiled by sin.  

3. As we’ve already seen, Saul was lacking a sanctified heart. Immediately after Samuel 

gives this charge Saul demonstrates that he does not possess a heart to obey God. This 

would cost him the kingdom. 

1 Samuel 13:13-14 NAU - "Samuel said to Saul, "You have acted foolishly; you 
have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded 
you, for now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  
14 "But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself 
a man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His 
people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you."  

4. As Saul lost the favor of God he also lost his ability to lead God’s people.  

A. In Chapter 14 he foolishly commanded his army to fast during the heat of battle.  

1 Samuel 14:24 NAU - "Now the men of Israel were hard-pressed on that 
day, for Saul had put the people under oath, saying, "Cursed be the man 
who eats food before evening, and until I have avenged myself on my 
enemies." So none of the people tasted food."  

B. Jonathan did not know about the fast and ate some wild honey. Saul in his 

delusion ordered the death of his son.  

1 Samuel 14:39 NAU - "For as the LORD lives, who delivers Israel, 
though it is in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die."  

 C. Jonathan was wisely rescued by the people 

1 Samuel 14:45 NAU - "Far from it! As the LORD lives, not one hair of his 
head shall fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day." So the 
people rescued Jonathan and he did not die."  

5. The writer of 1 Samuel closed out Chapter 14 with a summary of Saul’s reign. 

 Now as we come to Chapter 15 Saul continues to display his carnal heart.  

 A. In Verse 1 Samuel again charges Saul to obedience.  

1 Samuel 15:1 NAU - "listen to the words of the LORD."  
We often use the expression, “Hear the Word of the Lord” before we read a 

passage of Scripture. Literally it means, “Heed the Word of the Lord.” 

 B. This Hebrew word for “obey” is used eight times in Chapter 15 

  The duty of all men is to submit to God and obey Him. 
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 C. After giving Saul the charge to obey Samuel gives the command of God, 

1 Samuel 15:3 NAU - "Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all 
that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, 
child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey."  

D. God’s curse upon sin is both general and universal upon the corruption of man as 

well as specific upon particular sins.  

1 Samuel 15:2-3 NAU - "I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, 
how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from 
Egypt.  3 'Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, 
and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and 
infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey."  

E. God’s judgments are just and His mercy is longsuffering. The inhabitants of 

Canaan had been give over 300 years to repent, but they did not. 

F. The kingdoms of Canaan were justly under the curse of God and Israel was to 

display God’s vengeance upon sin by destroying them. 

6. This was God’s consistent charge as Israel took possession of the Promised Land. The 

inhabitants were under the curse of God; they were devoted to destruction.  

Exodus. 23:31-33 NAU - "I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, 
and you will drive them out before you.  32 "You shall make no covenant with them or 
with their gods.  33 "They shall not live in your land, because they will make you sin 
against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you."  

 We saw this with the City of Jericho. 

Joshua 6:17-18 NAU - "The city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it 
belongs to the LORD; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in the house 
shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent.  18 "But as for you, 
only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do not covet 
them and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of Israel 
accursed and bring trouble on it."  
Joshua 6:21 NAU - "They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man and 
woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the 
sword."  

7. The problem is the things which God forbids are extremely enticing to the flesh.  

 A. When Achan saw the treasures of Jericho they were too much for him to resist. 

Joshua 7:20-21 NAS - "So Achan answered Joshua and said, "Truly, I 
have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel, and this is what I did:  21 
when I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two 
hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then I 
coveted them and took them; and behold, they are concealed in the earth 
inside my tent with the silver underneath it."  

B. God commanded Saul to utterly destroy that which He had declared accursed. 

Nothing was to be spared. All was to be destroyed. But it was too enticing for 

Saul. He was faithful to destroy all that was worthless but he was not willing to 

part with those things that caught his eye and captivated his heart.  

1 Samuel 15:9 NAU - "But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best 
of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and 
were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and 
worthless, that they utterly destroyed."  
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C. Sparing King Agag was an act of pride, for marching home with his defeated 

enemy would result in the praise of the people. Or perhaps he hoped to collect a 

ransom for him. And sparing the livestock was an act of lustful greed. 

1 John 2:16 NAU - "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 
from the world."  

8. Our lives are not much different than Saul’s. We are constantly facing temptation to 

embrace that which is defiled. We are tempted to take pride in rendering partial 

obedience to God while refusing total obedience. Tonight I want to apply this to our 

lives. 

 

I. Like with Saul, God’s charge to us to full, total obedience 

 A. Israel entering the Promised Land is a type of the Christian life.  

1. Our life is full of battles and demands of us great energy in taking 

possession of our inheritance.  

2. God’s charge to us: 

2 Corinthians 6:15-18 NAS - "Or what harmony has Christ with 
Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  16 Or 
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and 
walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people.  17 "Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate," 
says the Lord. "And do not touch what is unclean; And I will 
welcome you.  18 "And I will be a father to you, And you shall be 
sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty."  
1 Peter 2:9-11 NAS - "But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  11 Beloved, I urge you as 
aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war 
against the soul."  

B. Like Canaan, this world is under God’s condemnation. It is destined for 

destruction.  

  1. We are not to set our affections upon the things of this world 

1 John 2:15-16 NAU - "Do not love the world nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
the world."  

2. We are not to become united with that which has become the enemy of 

God.  

James 4:4 NAU - "You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God."  
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II. The work of mortification is difficult 

 A. Our problem is the attractiveness of this world’s goods 

  1. It is easy to divest ourselves of objects that have little attraction to us 

2. Perhaps you have found it easy to leave behind drunkenness and 

carousing. But these things may have never gripped you. Even as a lost 

person you saw no value in such things.  

3. Saul found it easy to destroy the worthless things 

1 Samuel 15:9 NAU - "everything despised and worthless, that 
they utterly destroyed."  

4. But the things of value captured his attention—and his heart. 

1 Samuel 15:9 NAU - "But Saul and the people spared Agag and 
the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that 
was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly"  

5. The same is true of us. It is easy for most of us to renounce homosexuality 

because it has never gripped our hearts. But pornography is a great 

struggle for many. Have you renounced this? 

6. What other things have captivated your heart? Is it your smart phone and 

social media? Is it an unhealthy fixation upon your appearance? Are you 

being swallowed up by the materialism of our day?  

 C. We must be willing to destroy anything which might expose the soul to danger 

Colossians 3:5 KJV – “Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:” 
1. The work of mortification is a hard and painful work when it involves 

things that we delight in. 

   a. That is why so many people justify their actions 

   b. This is why so many cry out - this is legalism 

  c. This is why so many have conveniently tried to abolish   

  them the tithe and the Sabbath 

  2. The flesh will cry out for its lusts - will you deny them? 

We must continually give ourselves to the matter of mortifying our sin 

 John Owen – “The choicest believers, who are assuredly freed from the 

condemning power of sin, ought yet to make it their business all their days 

to mortify the indwelling power of sin. Always be killing sin or it will be 

killing you. 

2 We are in the greatest danger when we become hardened against the 

convictions of God. 

Unconfessed sin will continue to deceive and harden us 

B. Do you have a particular sin that you have refused to deal with?  It is that one sin 

you delight in. 

1. You find yourself defending it. You find yourself gratified and justified 

when you hear of other Christians doing it. 

2. Thomas Watson – “The sin which men use arguments to defend is the 

beloved sin.  He that has a jewel in his bosom will defend it for very life.  

So when there is sin in the bosom, men will defend it. The sin we advocate 

and dispute for is the besetting sin.  If the sin is covetousness and we 

vindicate it and perhaps wrest Scripture to justify it, that is the sin which 

lies nearest to the heart.” 
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3. Do you have that secret idol of which you are not willing to part? 

4. Which sins make you the most uncomfortable when they are mentioned 

from the pulpit. Are there times that you get angry? 

5. Is it covetousness which is idolatry (materialism), anger, pornography, 

independence and a dislike of authority, pride. Even good things can turn 

into an idol. Your children can become an idol, or your wife or your 

husband.  

  6. Are there idols you are not willing to abandon?   

Are there things that you know have captured an unhealthy affection in 

your life?  

   Could you give up your favorite hobby? 

   Could you part with your prized possession? 

   The phrase “were not willing” in Verse 9 speaks loudly. 
C. Perhaps you’ve become so comfortable in living with the accursed thing you no 

longer fight against it. You cannot imagine life without it. Or perhaps you’ve 

given up because it is just too powerful.  

1. J. C. Ryle: “Sanctification is a thing which depends greatly on a diligent 

use of scriptural means. When I speak of ‘means’ I have in view Bible 

reading, private prayer, regular attendance on public worship, regular 

hearing of God’s Word, and regular reception of the Lord’s Supper. I lay it 

down as a simple matter of fact that no one who is careless about such 

things must ever expect to make much progress in sanctification. I can 

find no record of any eminent saint who ever neglected them.” 1    

2. The Christian life is a diligent life. It is a vigilant life. It is a cautious life. 

It is a life that is always ready to give up that which is defiled. It is a 

disciplined life.  

Donald Whitney – “Godly people are disciplined people. It has always 

been so. In my own pastoral and personal Christian experience, I can say 

that I’ve never known a man or woman who came to spiritual maturity 

except through discipline.” 2   

Conclusion: 
1. God commands us to destroy anything in our lives that might lead us to sin. Jesus 

stressed the great attention we must give to this.  

Matthew 5:29-30 NAU - "If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and 
throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than 
for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 "If your right hand makes you 
stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the 
parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell."  

2. Saul was not willing. He kept the best of the livestock in direct disobedience to the 

command of God. His life was characterized by partial obedience but not radical 

obedience.   

3. How about you? Are you clearing from your life all that is defiled or are you holding 

back things defiled that you prize? This demands a new heart. May we live consistently 

with our new heart. 

                                                 
1 Ryle, John Charles, Holiness, Moscow: Charles Nolan Publishers, 2001 – pages 24-25.  
2 Whitney, Donald, The Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, Colorado Springs: Navpress, 

1991 – page 15.  


