
Speak  

the  

Truth  

in  

Love 



• Some things are better left unsaid. 

 

• What he doesn’t know wont hurt him. 

 

• I think it’s wrong to _____________, but 
its not my place to tell others what to do. 

 

• I believe in Christianity, but I don’t think I 
should impose my beliefs on others. 

 

• What’s true for you is not true for 
everyone.  



Asking important questions 

 

• Is there a God? 

 

• Does God have a will or plan for 

us? 

 

• Has God revealed that plan? 

 



 

• Is it best for us to live according 
to God’s plan? 

 

• Is it loving to be unconcerned 
about those who do not live 
according to God’s plan? 

 

• How should we communicate 
God’s plan to others? 

 



 

 Ephesians 4:11-16  

 11-13 - So Christ himself gave the 

apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

to equip his people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up until we all reach unity in 

the faith and in the knowledge of the 

Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 



14 - Then we will no longer be infants, 
tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming.  

15 - Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is the head, that 
is, Christ.  

16 - From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work. 

 



God’s plan for the Church 

11-12 - Leadership equips the people -- 

people carry out the work of the ministry 

resulting in  

12 - Built up –(cf. Matthew 16:18) 

13 - Unity, Maturity, Christlike 

14 - Discerning and Stable 

15 - Truthful, Loving, growing and Christ-like 

fellowship 

16 - Joined, held together, grows, builds 

itself up, as each part does its work. 
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• What is the difference between truth 

and personal opinion? 

 

• What is the difference between a 

preference and a conviction? 

 

• What are the consequences of 

ignoring the truth?  



 Daily prayer to shape our deepest 
concerns - 

  

 “This, then, is how you should pray: Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10). 

 

 

 Contrast he wicked person described in 
Job 21:15 as saying, “Who is the Almighty 
that we should serve Him? What would be 
gained by praying to Him?” 

 



Matthew 19:4-6 

 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the 
beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 
female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh’? So 
they are no longer two, but one. 

 

 



1. God provided man with an amazing place to live and to 
work (v.15) 

2. But it wasn’t enough. Completion of man involved a 
relationship of human companionship (18). 

3. Although in fellowship with his Maker, man is meant 
for relationships with other human beings.  

4. God creates woman as a helper suitable to or support 
corresponding to the man. 

5. These terms covey equality in a context of completion. 
Although equal, the woman supplies what is missing as 
part of man - yet clearly different as one beside him. 
Both are created in the image of God (1:27), but in 
some way she fills up that image in union with man. 
She is “helper” or “support to him” but this role does 
not imply inferiority.  

 

 



“Man will not live until he loves, giving himself away 
to another on his own level” (Kidner). 

___________________________________ 
6.  Marriage was God’s plan for our good 
7.  God did not consult with the man about his need 

for a wife. He provided one for him.  
8. Male and female were created for each other.  
9. The first woman was God’s gift to man to solve the 

“not good to be alone” problem. 
10. Marriage is made up of two unique individuals  
11. Whatever becoming one means, it’s not the loss 

the unique identity of either. It’s the bonding of 
two individual identities in a new relationship. 

12.Leaving and Cleaving - forge a strong bond!  
 



Ephesians 4:17-19 

• So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that 
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their thinking.  

 

• They are darkened in their understanding and 
separated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of 
their hearts.  

 

• Having lost all sensitivity, they have given 
themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in 
every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed. 

 


