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WHY HE NEVER DEFENDED HIMSELF 

(A Passion Message on Palm Sunday in Preparation for Jesus’ Death on the Cross) 

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 50: 5-7, 53: 1-7 and Matthew 27: 11-14 – Pastor Richard Carlson  

 

Have you pondered, wondered, or questioned why Jesus never opened His mouth 

at His arrest and trial before He was crucified, and how He could do it? I cannot 

shake this pondering. Have you asked why? Why didn’t Jesus defend Himself at 

his arrest and unjust trials before Annas, Caiaphas, the Sanhedrin, Herod Antipas 

and the Roman Governor, Pilate? Is it true that Jesus did not open His mouth at His 

arrest and trial? No, He did open His mouth. He had much to say, but what He 

spoke was not to defend Himself. In Matthew 26: 50, when Judas betrayed him 

with a kiss in the Garden, Jesus said, “Friend, do what you came to do.” In Mt. 27: 

52-56, when Peter drew a sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high 

priest, Jesus said to Peter: “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the 

sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, 

and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 

should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” At that hour, Jesus said to the 

crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture 

me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all 

this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”  

 

In Mt. 26: 62-64, we read, “And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no 

answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained 

silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if 

you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell 

you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Before the Council in Luke 22: 67-71, we 

read, “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not 

believe, and if I ask you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man 

shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” So, they all said, “Are 

you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” Then they 

said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his 

own lips.” In Luke 23: 3, Pilate asked Him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And 

He answered him, “You have said so.” In Luke 23: 9, we read Jesus made no reply 

to Herod. In John 18: 4-10, we read, “Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen 

to Him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” They answered 

Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am He.” Judas, who betrayed 

Him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am He,” they drew back 

and fell to the ground. So, He asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they 

said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek 

Me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that He had spoken: “Of those 
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whom You gave Me, I have lost not one.” Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew 

it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name 

was Malchus.) So, Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 

drink the cup that the Father has given me?” Two more times Jesus spoke, asking 

once for a clarification, but not defending Himself, and a second time, Himself 

giving a clarification to us all of who He was. They are both found in John 18.  

 

Before the high priest, in John 18: 19-23, we read, “The high priest then questioned 

Jesus about His disciples and His teaching. Jesus answered him, “I have 

spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 

where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? 

Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When 

He had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, 

saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I 

said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you 

strike Me?” That word from Jesus is wonderful, because He was falsely being 

accused of answering disrespectfully. The last word Jesus spoke that is recorded is 

in John 18: 33-38, “So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and 

said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this of 

your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a 

Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What 

have You done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My 

kingdom were of this world, My servants would have been fighting, that I might 

not be delivered over to the Jews. But My kingdom is not from the world.” Then 

Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 

king. For this purpose, I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My 

voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 

This morning, God is leading me to ask you all to join me in pondering together 

why Jesus never spoke to defend Himself at His arrest and trial. There are many 

reasons, but God has opened my heart and mind to share four reasons that will help 

us give great Hosanna glory to Jesus on this Palm Sunday. What are these reasons? 

 

JESUS NEVER DEFENDED HIMSELF, PROVING HIS DIGNITY, IN  

FACING AND ENDURING THE CROSS TO ATONE FOR OUR SINS. (I.) 

Notice Isaiah 53: 7. “He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not 

His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 

shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.” Peter tells us in I Peter 2: 23, 

“When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. Hebrews 12: 
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3 adds, “Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, 

so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.” A. B. Simpson once said, “How 

much grace it requires to bear a misunderstanding rightly and to receive an unkind 

judgment in holy sweetness. Nothing tests the Christian character more than to 

have some evil thing said about us. This is what soon proves whether we are an 

inferior metal with electroplated gold on top or whether we are solid gold. 

Pursuing our own grievances and enemies makes our lives one little whirl of petty 

warfare, a nest of hornets. We will get stung and get nothing for our pains.” Jesus 

was brought to arrest, trial and the cross like a lamb brought to slaughter, but first 

being sheared. Charles Spurgeon said, “Our Lord was brought to the shearers that 

He might be shorn of His comfort, and of His honor, shorn even of His good name, 

and shorn at last of life itself; but when under the shearers, He was as silent as a 

sheep. He never uttered any exclamation of impatience at the pain and shame at the 

hands of these wicked men. Not one bitter word. Notice here the short interchange 

Jesus had with Pilate that Pastor Larry read in Matthew 27: 11-14, “Now Jesus 

stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when He was accused, by the chief 

priests and elders, He gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 

how many things they testify against you?” But He gave him no answer, not even 

to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.” 

 

What a picture of dignity and grace Jesus shows us in our salvation! Paul says, 

“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that, not of yourselves. It is the gift 

of God, not of works, lest any of us would boast.” Think of how we respond under 

trials. Jesus in grace and dignity, uttered no word again His adversaries, nor against 

one of us. Remember the words of Moses’ wife Zipporah to Moses, when she 

finally agreed to God’s sign of the covenant in the circumcision of their son. As 

she saw her child bleeding, she threw the foreskin at Moses’ feet and said, “Surely 

you are a bridegroom of blood to me.” It was only by God’s grace-His impeccable 

dignity, that Jesus never cried out in His trial or at Calvary, “Church, you are a 

costly bride of blood to Me, to cost me all this shame, shedding My blood.” No, 

Hebrews 12: 2 is astounding, saying, “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 

of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

 

But you may protest, and say, “Didn’t Jesus defend Himself on the cross?” No, He 

did cry out, in Matthew 27: 46, “My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

This was a cry of astonished grief, but it was not a voice of graceless complaining 

or an undignified defense. It was Jesus, the God-Man in utter weakness, a  man, 

but it was never manhood in revolt. Jesus in grace and dignity, gave Himself and 

laid down Himself for His sheep. (John 10: 11, 15) Jesus endured the cross in 
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complete submission. Each of us struggle with opening our mouths a great deal. Be 

honest. Most of us make no end of complaining, often without a reasonable cause 

or for the slenderest reason. But Jesus had the most justifiable reasons to protest, to 

defend Himself. He chose not to. Isaiah’s picture of a sheep before its shearers, 

standing still is a picture of Jesus in His dignity and grace. Not all sheep stand still. 

For the sheep that will not lie still for its shearing, shearing can bring gashes it can 

draw blood. A careful shearer draws no blood—he is well known for his bloodless 

shearing. Just remember, only the one figure Isaiah uses of Jesus, is only a figure. 

Jesus shed all His blood. He was not only shorn of His honor and His life. He was 

also prefigured as a lamb taken to slaughter. The dignity and grace of Christ was 

that He knew what was coming and yet He refused to open His mouth. Secondly, 

 

JESUS NEVER DEFENDED HIMSELF, SHOWING HIS DESIRE, WAS 

LINKED WITH THE FATHER TO DIE TO SAVE EACH OF US. (II.) 

Notice Isaiah 42: 1-3. “Behold My servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom 

My soul delights; I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the 

nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a 

bruised reed He will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; He 

will faithfully bring forth justice.” Jesus was silent, showing all creation that His 

eternal desire was to live and then die for the world, bearing our sins on the cross. 

You may ask, “If this was Jesus’ desire, then why Gethsemane, and Jesus’ asking 

the Father, “If You are willing, remove this cup from me.” Beloved, Jesus was the 

incarnate God/Man. As a man, He would soon receive the thorns in His brow, the 

scourge laying His back wide open. Soon He would stretch out his hands and feet 

upon a cross of wood to be nailed with iron spikes to that bloody cross. Was it a 

lack of desire to save us, that made Him ask God if there might be another way? 

No. Seconds after asking if God would remove the cup, Jesus prayed in Luke 22: 

42, “Nevertheless, not my will, but Yours be done.” In the throws, of knowing 

what was coming, Jesus was in agony, and He sweat great drops of blood that fell 

to the ground. Yet, in John 4: 34, Jesus said to His disciples, “My food is to do the 

will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.” 

 

In the knowledge that it must be the cross, for you and me to be saved, how could 

Jesus put up a defense and a protest? He knew despite the despising of the shame 

of our sins He shouldered for us, He knew He was right where He wanted to be, 

doing exactly what He knew He must do. He knew when the nails pierced his 

hands and feet, He knew this was the only way to atone for your sins and mine. He 

cringed, but He put up no defense. He knew He came to be our Sin-bearer and our 

Kinsman-Redeemer. How could He try to stop His purpose and desire? He became 

sin for us. For what purpose was an innocent sacrificial lamb killed on Passover, 

but to shed its blood to atone for the sins of the people. He knew He came to earth 
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to be—I Cor. 5: 7, our Passover Lamb. How could Jesus protest His innocence 

when He became our guilt. He went to Calvary carrying the sins of the world. Why 

would Jesus keep quiet, and not at least call for non-violent resistance, as Mahatma 

Gandhi did. Why didn’t Jesus cry out to the Father for deliverance as the Israelites 

did under the oppression of Pharoah’s taskmasters? When Jeremiah was unjustly 

abused by his enemies, in Jeremiah 11: 20, he cried out to God, “O Lord of hosts, 

let me see Your vengeance upon them.” In Jer. 12: 3, Jeremiah cried out, “Pull 

them out like sheep for the slaughter and set them apart for the day of slaughter.”  

Do you hear that prophet of God and His cry for vengeance? Yet, what words did 

Jesus cry to the Father about us as He was being crucified? Was it, “Lord, destroy 

them all!?” Repeatedly, because it was His desire to go to Calvary for you and me, 

as the nails pierced His hands, He was crying, “Father, forgive them for them know 

not what they do.” Thirdly, 

 

JESUS NEVER DEFENDED HIMSELF, REVEALING HIS DEITY, AS NO 

ONE ELSE COULD DRINK THE FULL CUP OF GOD’S WRATH ON SIN. 
(III.) Notice Isaiah 50: 5-6. “The Lord God has opened My ear, and I was not 

rebellious; I turned not backward. I gave my back to those who strike, and my 

cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and 

spitting.” Mark 15: 15 declares, “So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 

for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.” 

Raw, bleeding, horribly tortured, and savagely mutilated, Pilate rightly announced 

to the chief priests, the Jewish officers and the multitude, “Behold the Man.” Jesus’ 

humanity was never in doubt from His virgin birth to Gethsemane to Calvary. 

Everyone could see how human He was, miracles and all. They saw him weep at 

the tomb of Lazarus. Hebrews 10: 5, 7 and 10 tell the human side of Jesus’ story. 

“When Christ came into world, He said, “Sacrifices and offerings You have not 

desired, but a body You have prepared for me; Behold I have come to Your will, O 

God…And by that will, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ, once for all.” Yet Jesus was more than just a man with a man’s 

body. Only God Himself could remain silent in the face of such pain, agony, and 

suffering. No man else in all the world could have remained silent. All flesh is 

flesh and our flesh is predictably weak and unreliable. This week, I discovered one 

more proof and revelation that Jesus is God. It was precisely that He gave His back 

to scourging, His beard to being pulled out, His face to spitting, and His body and 

spirit to the most wicked cruelty on earth, without retaliation or defending Himself 

for one more amazing reason. Jesus is not only Man; He is God—Deity. We have 

spoken of Jesus’ dignity, His desire, and His deity. Fourthly and lastly,  

  

JESUS NEVER DEFENDED HIMSELF, REMOVING ALL DOUBTS, AS TO 

WHO HE WAS, AS HE DIED BEFORE A WATCHING WORLD. (IV.) 
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Notice what pagans thought, before whom Jesus stood. Look at Pilate as he viewed 

our Lord. Notice Matthew 27: 11-15. Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the 

governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said 

so.” But when he was accused, by the chief priests and elders, He gave no answer. 

Then Pilate said to Him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 

You?” But He gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 

governor was greatly amazed.” Pilate was certain Jesus was innocent so he washed 

his hands of what was going to happen—because of the pressure of the crowd 

crying “Crucify Him.” Pilate said, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.” And all the 

Jews, the people, the crowd answered him, “His blood be on us and on our 

children.” John 1: 12 tells us, “He came unto His own and His own received Him 

not.” Pagan Pilate, a man without moral courage, knew Jesus was innocent. 

Pilate’s wife in Matthew 27: 19 sent word to her husband saying, “Have nothing to 

do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of Him today in a 

dream.” Pilate saw Jesus as innocent, and his wife saw Him as a righteous man.  

 

Were there many doubters who did not believe? Yes. It wasn’t just the scribes and 

Pharisees and Sadducees. Doubters are men and women without faith. Doubters 

can see only with their physical eyes, but they have no spiritual eyes of faith—no 

perception beyond the limitations of their five senses. But more pagans watched 

Jesus die. There were more people than the mockers and the believing women and 

John the disciple who leaned on Jesus’ bosom. His torturers, the soldiers watched 

Jesus die and so did their leader, the centurion.  

 

Matthew 27: 54 declares, “When the centurion and those who were with him (the 

soldiers) keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 

were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.” Mark 15: 39 adds, 

“And when the centurion, who stood facing Him, saw that in this way He breathed 

His last, he said, “Truly, this man was the Son of God.” It’s not just how we live, 

but how we die that Jesus showed to us as He is our example. Looking at Jesus 

being arrested, with dignity, not defending Himself—removes our doubts. Jesus in 

His trial with desire, often being silent, because He loved us so, removes our 

doubts, Jesus before the Sanhedrin, refusing to answer, revealing His deity, 

removes our doubts. Jesus, before Pilate, giving no answer, and before the 

centurion, giving no complaints to the most torturous death on earth, removes all 

doubts as to who He is. I close with Paul’s testimony as my own in II Timothy 1: 

12. “I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that 

He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.” Christ’s dignity, 

Christ’s desire, Christ’s deity, and Christ’s doubt-removing demonstration of how 

to live and die is where I call you with me to stand today. We who so easily defend 

and justify ourselves, may we stand by Him who opened not His mouth.  
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Postscript: Who has promised to be our Shield and Defender? Isaiah 54: 15 and 17 

is clear. “If anyone stirs up strife, it is not from Me. Whoever stirs up strife with 

you shall fall because of you...No weapon that is fashioned against you shall 

succeed, and you shall refute every tongue that rises against you in judgment. This 

is the heritage of the servants of the Lord and their vindication from Me, declares 

the Lord.” May we never forget as we often justify ourselves before each other and 

defend our actions as we so often so, that what we are sadly doing, is pre-empting 

our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days from doing a far better job of 

defending us, if we would cease to justify ourselves and defend ourselves. If we 

leave it to Jesus, that’s what He will provide for us if we leave it to Him. With the 

hymnwriter, Charles H. Gabriel who wrote the awesome words, I say, “I stand 

amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene. And wonder how He could love me, 

A sinner condemned, unclean. How marvelous, how wonderful, and my song shall 

ever be, how marvelous, how wonderful, Is my Savior’s love for me. Let’s bow!  


