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Ministry’s Joy – Part One 

Philippians 1:12-18 

Series:  Joy and Gratitude in Christ 

 

1. Introduction 

a. One of the biggest indicators of a Christian’s maturity is what does it 

take to rob said Christian of his Joy.   

i. Does your joy ebb when facing trials, persecution, troubles and 

afflictions or rather does it seem that during those times your 

joy multiplies and increases more and more?   

b. Joy is a gift granted to all believers through God the Holy Spirit. 

i. Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

ii. Yet it becomes evident that joy is not always constant and full 

in the life of any particular believer.  

iii. 1 John 1:4  And we are writing these things so that our joy may 

be complete. 

c. Loss of Joy –  

i. The only certain cause of loss of Joy is sin: dissatisfaction, 

bitterness, sullenness, doubt, fear, and negativism cause joy to 

be forfeited.  The Only way to restore lost joy is to repent and 

return to proper worship of and obedience to God.   

ii. Anything other than sin—no matter how difficult, painful, or 

disappointing—need not take away the believer’s joy.  Yet even 

minor things can do so if believers react sinfully to them.   

iii. A change for the worse in any part of life can lead to this and 

when this happens, joy is one of the first causalities.  Believers 

are especially vulnerable when such things happen suddenly 

taking them off guard.  Their response is often one of anger, 

doubt, distrust, fear, self-pity, ingratitude, or complaining.  

Events that are not sinful lead to sinfulness.   

iv. John 16:33  I have said these things to you, that in me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take 

heart; I have overcome the world." 

d. Paul as our example—He certainly experienced sorrow and tears, 

suffered grief and disappointment, and was troubled by sinful, weak, 

and contentious believers.  Yet, there never seems to have been a time 

in his life as a believer when circumstances diminished his joy.   
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e. There are four ministry principles found.  Today we will discuss the 

first two.   

 

2. Verses 12-14 – Joy in Spite of trouble, as long as Christ’s cause progresses. 

a. V. 12 – I want you to know brothers – this is intended for the ears of 

believers.  What was about to be said needed to be understood.   

b. What has happened to me – circumstances – dire as they may be…  

c. Served to advance the gospel – he is not making light of his awful 

circumstances instead he sees opportunity in his circumstances to 

bring God glory.  Paul lived for the progress of the Gospel. 

i. Acts 20:24  But I do not account my life of any value nor as 

precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the 

ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

gospel of the grace of God. 

ii. 2 Timothy 2:8-10  Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 

the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel,  (9)  for 

which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the 

word of God is not bound!  (10)  Therefore I endure everything 

for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 

that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

d. Verse 13 – It has become known to: 

i. Imperial Guard – no doubt the church had prayed for these elite 

guards to be saved – how God answers our prayers. 

1. The soldiers heard the message in groups and 

individually over and over but they also saw Paul’s 

character as shaped by Christ.   

2. F.B. Meyer, “How absolutely consistent the Apostle must 

have been!  If there had been the least divergence, day or 

night, from the high standard which he upheld, his 

soldier-companion would have caught it, and passed it on 

to the others.   

ii. The rest – Paul preached unhindered 

e. Verse 14 – confident through Paul’s imprisonment  

i. The implication is that, before his imprisonment, believers were 

afraid, or at least reluctant, to openly share their faith.   

   

3. Verses 15-18 – Joy in spite of detractors, as long as Christ’s name was 

proclaimed.   

a. Verse 15 – Detractors outside of Christianity but worse within 

i. Some preach Christ out of envy and strife –  
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1. They were preaching the true Gospel  

ii. Envy – wishing others did not have what they have – closely 

related to Jealousy –  

iii. Strife – contention 

b. But others from good will – because they loved the Lord and His 

gospel.   

c. V. 16 – The latter do it out of love, knowing Paul was put there for the 

defense of the Gospel 

i. They were grateful for his unceasing witness that strengthened 

them.   

d. V. 17 – The former – selfish ambition and maliciously talked about 

Paul as being deficient.   

e. V. 18 – What then… 

i. In other words, if the cause of Christ was being served, even in 

pretense by those envious detractors, he was glad.   

ii. The sovereign God honored their message.   

iii. Paul rejoices in that the truth is going forth to the people that 

needed it more.   

 

4. How is your joy in circumstances and when you have detractors?  How 

would/do you react? 

 

5. Benediction –  

a. Philippians 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 


