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[Sunday, April 10, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2, verses 1-2 – Craig 
Thurman 
 
We tried our best to determine from the Word of God where the teaching 
concerning blood cleansing is derived.  The remarks of commentaries on the texts 
of 1Jn.1.7, 9, and the types that the sacrifices represent in the first few chapters 
of the book of Leviticus (chpts. 1-10, 16) are as varied as they are many.  Simply 
put, no commentary provides any plain details from whence the concept of 
continual blood cleansing is derived; cleansing which brings ongoing affects. Most 
of these have good and correct points to offer. 
  

Exposition of the Old & New Testaments, John Gill, vol.9: 
v.7, ‘and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin: there is 
a pollution on human nature, which is original, natural, universal, and  
internal, and is such that nothing can remove but the blood of Christ; … but 
either of the atonement of sin, by the sacrifice of Christ, and so of a 
complete justification from it by his blood, which is put for both his active 
and passive obedience, the one being finished in the other; or rather of the 
pardon of sin, procured by the blood of Christ, and the application of that 
blood to the conscience, which purges it from dead works, and which has a 
continued virtue in it for that purpose. Christ’s blood, being applied by the 
Spirit of God, has been always cleansing from sin; it had this virtue in it, 
and was of this use, even before it was actually shed, to the Old Testament 
saints; whence Christ is said to be the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world; and it has the same efficacy now as when first shed, and will 
have to the end of the world; and being sprinkled upon the conscience, by 
the Spirit of God, it takes away the sins of believers, and cleanses from 
them, as fast as the corruption of nature rises, or sins appear; and removes 
them out of their sight, and speaks peace to their souls; and which is owing, 
as to the dignity of Christ’s person and the value of his sacrifice, so to his 
continual intercession, advocacy, and mediation; and which reaches to all 
sin, original and actual, secret and open sins; sins of heart, thought, lip, and 
life; sins of omission and commission, greater or lesser sins, committed 
against light and knowledge, grace and mercy, law and Gospel, all but the 
sin against the Holy Ghost; and in this Christ was the antitype of the scape 
goat … 
 



1John Series 

2 
 

v.9, ‘confession of sin is not the cause or condition of pardon, nor of the 
manifestation of it, but is descriptive of the person, and points him out, to 
whom God will and does make known his forgiving love; for to whomsoever 
he grants repentance, he gives the remission of sin …’ 
 
Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Holy Bible, vol. 3: 
Matthew Poole, v.7, ‘[I]f we further extend the notion of cleansing, so as to 
comprehend internal subjective purification, (which also the word may 
admit,) the further meaning is, that even that purifying influence, whereby 
we are qualified for present holy walking with God, and for final 
blessedness in him, we owe to the merity and procurement of the 
Redeemer’s blood; v.9, ‘…vouchsafing that purifying influence of the Spirit 
of Christ, (obtained also by his blood,) which shall both purge away, and 
prevent [added, meaning hinder], the defilements that would render us 
incapable of his own holy communion.’ 
 
Jamieson, Fausset, Brown, Bible Commentary, vol. 3: 
This states, ‘ … the blood of Jesus … cleanseth us from all sin– daily 
contracted through the weakness of the flesh, and the power of Satan and 
the world.  He is speaking, not of justification through His blood once for 
all, but of present sanctification (“cleanseth”), which the believer, walking 
in the light, and having fellowship with God and the saints, enjoys as his 
privilege. …Cf. v. 9, “cleanse us from all unrighteousness:” a further step 
besides ‘forgiving us our sins.’ Christ’s blood is the mean whereby, being 
already justified, and in fellowship with God, we become gradually clean 
from all sin which would mar fellowship with God.Faith applies the 
cleansing, purifying blood.’  (Underlinging added; The last statement is not 
agreeable to me.  No application is but by Christ if at all.  We confess; He 
forgives.  Our confession of sins do not forgive us.  Our confessions shall 
result in the promise that He shall forgive.) 
 
Barnes’ Notes, vol.13: 
He writes, of v.7, ‘The general meaning is plain, that in regard to any and 
every sin of which we may be conscious, there is efficacy in that blood to 
remove it, and to make us wholly pure; v.9, ‘… and there is no promise that 
it [pardon, added] will be imparted unless a full acknowledgement has been 
made. 
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Matthew Henry’s Commentary, vol. 10: 
He writes, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. …His 
blood applied to us discharges us from the guilt of all sin, both original and 
actual, inherent and committed: and so far we stand righteous in his sight; 
and not only so, but his blood procures for us those sacred influences by 
which sin is to be subdued more and more, till it is quite abolished …’ 
 
The Interpreter’s Bible, vol. 12: 
‘In 1:7 the work of Christ is brought into relation with the continuing sin of 
Christians (cf. 5:16a), and the word all is to be understood in this context.’  
(This commentary goes on to say that confusion in the texts of verses 7 and 
9 were for both a failure to close the clause appropriately at we have 
fellowship with him, and an erroneous interpolation of the words in verse 9, 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.) This commentary concludes 
with, ‘The source envisaged a once-for-all forgiveness at conversion; our 
author (John, added) see a continuous forgiveness and cleansing.’  
 
A Commentary on the New Testament, John Trapp, 
‘“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us fro all sin.” And God 
beholding us in the face of his Son, seeth nothing amiss in us; no more than 
David did in lame Mephibosheth, when he beheld in him the features of his 
friend Jonathan.’ 
 
The New Bible Commentary: 
‘Cleanses is in a continuous tense.  It refers not to a once-for-all cleansing , 
but to an activity which takes place day by day.  A little later John 
recognizes the impossibility of the believer’s being free from all sin (cf. vv.8, 
10).  He is not accordingly speaking of sinless perfection.  … Some see in the 
blood (again in 5:6, 8) a symbol of life released from the flesh.  But this does 
not accord with the facts.  In the OT, as in the N 
T, the term points us to life yielded up in death.  It is because Jesus has died 
for us that we have cleansing of sins.  The singular, sin, sometimes denotes 
the principle of sin. But this cannot be the meaning here.  All sin means 
‘every act of sin’.’ 
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John Calvin: 
v. 7, ‘Secondly, this passage shews that the gratuitous pardon of sins is 
given us not only once, but that it is a benefit perpetually residing in the 
Church, and daily offered to the faithful. … 
 
Thus it is, that all the saints have need of the daily forgiveness of sins; for 
this alone keeps us in the family of God. 
… 
The sum of what is said, then, is, that the faithful know of a certainty, that 
they are accepted by God, because he has been reconciled to them through 
the sacrifice of the death of Christ. And sacrifice includes cleansing and 
satisfaction. Hence the power and efficiency of these belong to the blood of 
Christ alone.’ 
 
v.9 
‘And to cleanse us. The verb, to cleanse, seems to be taken in another 
sense than before; for he had said, that we are cleansed by the blood of 
Christ, because through him sins are not imputed; but now, having spoken 
of pardon, he also adds, that God cleanses us from iniquity: so that this 
second clause is different from the preceding. 
 
Thus he initiates that a twofold fruit comes to us from confession,  —  that 
God being reconciled by the sacrifice of Christ, forgives us,  —  and that he 
renews and reforms us.’ 
 
Adam Clarke: 
v.7, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ  The meritorious efficacy of his passion and 
death has purged our consciences from dead works, and cleanseth us, 
καθαριζει ημας, continues to cleanse us, i.e., to keep clean what it has 
made clean, (for it requires the same merit and energy to preserve holiness 
in the soul of man, as to produce it,) or, as several MSS. and some versions 
read, καθαριει and καθαρισει, will cleanse; speaking of those who are 
already justified, and are expecting full redemption in his blood.’ 
 
v.9, ‘And to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Not only to 
forgive the sin, but to purify the heart. 
 



1John Series 

5 
 

OBSERVE here, 1. Sin exists in the soul after two modes or 
forms: (1.) In guilt, which requires forgiveness or pardon.  (2.) 
In pollution, which requires cleansing. 
 
2. Guilt, to be forgiven, must be confessed; and pollution, to 
be cleansed, must be also confessed.  In order to find mercy, a 
man must know and feel himself to be a sinner, that he may 
fervently apply to God for pardon; in order to get a clean heart, 
a man must know and feel its depravity, acknowledge and deplore it 
before God, in order to be fully sanctified.’ 
 

That said, there are plenty of Scriptures which show cleansing from the guilt or 
punishment of sin.  But there are those places which also show a cleansing from 
the pollution, defilement, or filth of sin which involves blood. All cleansing, 
whether it is punishment or pollution for sin, involves blood.  While forgiveness 
from the punishment for sin stresses the death of the victim, the force behind  
forgiveness from the pollution of sin stresses the life of the victim. (i.e. the two 
goat’s; two birds; but not the red heifer) This man said, 
  

The Works of John Owen, vol. 10, p.282, 283, ‘[T]he exercise of the priestly 
office of Jesus Christ whilst he was upon the earth consisted in this, to bear 
the punishment due to our sins, to make an atonement with God, by 
undergoing his wrath, and reconciling him to sinners upon the satisfaction 
made to his justice … 
… 
… deliverance from the guilt of sin by expiation and atonement …himself 
being priest, altar, and sacrifice.’ 
 

I believe it is proper to say that a part of Christ’s heavenly priesthood, which is 
because He raised from the dead, consists in bearing away the pollution due to 
our sins.  His present intercessory work is a part of the atonement, reconciliation, 
propitiation.  (Lev.16.24, atonement not only with the goat offered for sin (v.17), 
but also with the scape goat.) Again, another man remarks similarly: 

 
A Body of Doctrinal and Practical Divinity, John Gill, p.427, ‘[T]o make 
atonement and satisfaction for sin; which is one part of Christ’s priestly 
office; on which, redemption by his blood is founded …’ (bolding added) 
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ibid., p.428, ‘Moreover, the several parts of Christ’s priestly office are 
particularly prophesied of, as that he should make his soul an offering for 
sin, and should make intercession for the transgressors, Isa. liii. 10, 12.’ 
(bolding added; notice the two parts, one by death; one by life) 
 
ibid., p.430, ‘ [T]he parts of which (priesthood, added) are more principally 
these two, offering sacrifice, and making intercession …’ (bolding added; 
again, notice the two: a death and a life) 

 
And this man remarked: 
 

The Works of John Owen, vol. 10, p.176, ‘He did not suffer for them, and 
then refuse to intercede for them; he did not do the greater, and omit the 
less. 
... 
Now, what was this holy place whereinto he entered thus sprinkled with 
the blood of the covenant?  and to what end did he enter into it?  Why, “he 
is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us,” verse 24. (He.9.24, added) And what doth he there appear for?  Why, 
to be our advocate, to plead our cause with God, for the application of the 
good things procured by his oblation unto all them for whom he was an 
offering …’ 
 
ibid., p.183, ‘His bloody oblation gave him entrance into the holy place not 
made with hands, there to accomplish the remaining part of his office, the 
apostle comparing his entrance into heaven for us with the entrance of the 
high priest into the holy place, with the blood of bulls and goats upon him, 
verses 12, 13 (which doubtless, was to pray for them in whose behalf he 
had offered, verse 7);  so presenting himself before his Father that his 
former oblation might have its efficacy. … So, then, it is evident that both 
these are acts of the same priestly office in Christ: and if he perform either 
of them for any, he must of necessity perform the other for them also; for 
he will not exercise any act or duty of his priestly function in their behalf for 
whom he is not a priest …’ (bolding added) 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ is no longer offering up Himself.  All animal sacrifices have 
found fulfillment in Him.  In His earthly priesthood He offered Himself to God. The 
blood sprinkled in the Holiest of All by the O.T. high priest represented the real 
blood of Jesus which sprinkled upon Himself as He hanged upon the tree that day. 
He is the Mercy Seat to God for sinners.  All of the punishment for all of the sin 
past, present and future was atoned, reconciled, or propitiated in the behalf of 
the children of God by Christ.  Furthermore, all of the pollution, defilement, or 
filth contracted to them for sins, when confession is made, the Great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God presently forgives and cleanses them from all sin and 
they are reinstated to full fellowship with God the Father and the Son.  But that is 
not all that our Lord Jesus Christ does in ministering before the Father as our High 
Priest.   And that is part of what is before us in this lesson. 
  
Chapter 2 
             Τεκνία μου            ταῦτα       γράφω     ὑμῖν,      ἵνα     μὴ ἁμάρτητε 
1 ¶  My little children, these things  write I  unto you, that        ye sin not.  
                                                                                                         ye should not, would                         
                                                                                                         not, ought not, might  
                                                                                                         not sin 
 

My little children … as a father would encourage his children against the 
dangers before them that could detrimentally affect the remaining portion 
of their lives so John instructs these as his own little ones.  He has the 
charge over them to feed the flock of God.  (Jn.21.15; 1Pe.5.2)  In chapter 1, 
verse 4 John wrote …  And these things write we unto you … referring to the 
testimony of the apostles to the saints.  Here we read of his personal 
instruction to them …  I write to you … and warn you against the dangers of 
sin which could affect our fellowship with God and with one another. 

 
ye sin, ἁμάρτητε, 2nd p pl., aor. 2, subj. of a[marta<nw, to sin; 

negated with μὴ, means in order that ye should or might not sin; 
 

Mt 18:15 ¶  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass αμαρτηση 
(aor., subj.) against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 
and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother.  
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Both 1Jn.2.1; Mt.18.15 expresses the potentiality of sin in us as the children 
of God.  But here in 1Jn.2.1 we are warned against the commission of sin.  
This marks the primary purpose of the Son of God for us.  To help us in our 
present infirmity. 

 
Ye should not sin … Who, after reading this, can teach perfectionism?  The 
truth is, we can sin.  There is, as long as we are in this present body of flesh 
and blood, the potential to sin.  We are warned against the very deception 
within our own hearts concerning sin.  Being warned against sin is certainly 
an expression of our continued capacity to sin. 
 

1Co 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications (bad communion, 
companionships or company) corrupt good manners (habits, 
customs). 
 

communications, o[mili<ai, nom. pl. of o[mili<a; only place used 

in the NT.; the verb o[mile<w, Lk.24.14; Acts 20.11, talked; 

Lk.24.15; Acts 24.26, communed; the noun o!miloj, Re.18.17, 

company. 
 
manners, h@qh, acc. pl. of h#qoj, from which we have our 

English ethics; KJV, custom, manner.  
 

Gal.6.7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. 
8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

 
καὶ  ἐάν       τις              ἁμάρτῃ                παράκλητον ἔχομεν    πρὸς τὸν πατέρα 
And  if   any [man]            sin,                   we have an advocate   with  the Father,  
                anyone    should or might sin        possess an Advocate,  
                                 3ps., aor., subj.               or Comforter 
 

Denying the potential in us to sin denies part of the present work of Christ’s 
intercession for us with God.  His office for us to God proves our present 
potentiality to sin.  But Christ’s presence with the Father is than for 
cleansing from sin.  He is there to render aid to us to keep us from sin.  
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Jesus Christ, knowing our temptations, infirmities, or weaknesses, having 
partaken of our nature without sin, makes Him both a merciful and faithful 
high priest and a capable helper for us to strengthen us against sin. He 
renders aid so that we might be kept from the commission of sins.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ isn’t only helping after the damage is done, but He is there 
to prevent the damage from ever taking place.  We focus only on a part of 
the Advocacy of Christ as it relates to the commission sin, but we should 
focus on the Advocacy of Christ which would cause us to stand against sin.  
We have an Advocate with the Father before we sin, but if we sin He is 
remains our Advocate. 
 

He.2.17  Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people. 
18  For in that he himself hath suffered  
 

pe<ponqen, 3ps, perf, ind of pa<sxw, to suffer  

 
being tempted,  
 

peirasqei<j, nom., sing., masc., part., aor.1, pass of peira<zw) 

 
he is able to succour  
 

to succour, bohqh?sai, aor. infin. act of bohqe<w, to help;  

 
them that are tempted. (to sin; Before the actual commission of sin 
takes place.)  
 

that are tempted, peirazome<noij, dat., pl., masc., part., pres., 

pass. of peira<zw; meaning that are being tempted or suffering 

temptation.) 
 
A Canaanite woman came to Jesus to plead in behalf of her 
daughter possessed with a devil; Mt. 15.25, Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me;  



1John Series 

10 
 

 
An man came to the Lord Jesus in behalf of his son who was 
afflicted with a demon which took his speech, and it was 
destroying his life, wallowing, foaming, casting him down upon 
the ground: Mk.9.22, …if thou canst do anything have 
compassion on us, and help us; Mk.9.24, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief;  
 
The apostle Paul saw in a vision during his second missionary 
journey a man saying, Acts 16.9, Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us;  
 
A man that recognized Paul in the temple trying to gain the 
assistance of his other Jewish brethren to apprehend him, Acts 
21.28, Crying out, Men of Israel, help;  
 
Paul writing to the Corinthians and quoting Isaiah the prophet 
the assistance that God renders to those that are His: 2Co.6.2, 
in the day of salvation have I succoured thee;  
 
John in Revelation is revealed a historical accounting of 
national Israel’s occasion for deliverance by others: Re. 12.16, 
the earth helped the woman;  
 

In every instance without assistance from another there would be no ability 
to do what they had hoped for.  They were weak to accomplish what they 
had hoped for. 
 

He.4.15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of (sumpaqh?sai, transliterated into English sympathize 

with) our infirmities (not sin…); but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. 
 

infirmities, a]sqenei<aij, dat. pl. of a]sqe<neia, KJV, infirmity 

(17), sickness (1), weakness (5), diseases (1); This is not sin, but 
weakness that we suffer as sons of Adam: various diseases, 
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disabilities, afflictions, and propensities to lusts which may 
lead to sin. 
 

2Co 13:4  For though he was crucified through 
weakness (Not sin; Had He not become weak for us He 
could not have been crucified. Jesus Christ was, in a 
sense afflicted with that which relates to human flesh; 
but without depravity.), yet he liveth by the power of 
God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with 
him by the power of God toward you. 

 
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help (boh<qeian) in time of need. 

 
Is this help to keep us from sinning, or only help that we 
receive after we have sinned? We are not hopelessly bound, 
since Christ, to live a life of sin.  This must mean primarily that 
we are first helped to stand against the propensities to sin that 
continues in us, then, if we must be so, we can receive help 
after we have sinned.  But who would deny how much better 
to have never sinned to begin with? 

 
Heb 10:21  And having an high priest over the house of God; 
22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts  (or, our hearts having been) sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies (having been) washed with pure water. 
 

This is an allusion to full fellowship with God.  There is the fact 
that we have not only received both aspects of Christ’s blood 
atonement: the punishment and the pollution of sins removed; 
but also, we have been at the laver and washed with pure 
water (the Word of God) in preparation for entering into the 
services of Christ … 

 
23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised;) 
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24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works: 
25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching. 
26  For if we sin wilfully  
 

a[martano<ntwn, gen., pl., masc., part., pres., of 

a[marta<nw, to sin; could read, For us, willfully sinning, 

… 
 

Neglecting the High Priestly aid of our Lord to sin willfully, we 
are immediately rendered unfit for continued  spiritual services 
as N.T. priests. We hear the words of John again warning us 
against sin … we should not sin … 
 

wilfully, e[kousi<wj, adverb of e[kw<n; Ro.8.20, For the 

creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by 
reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope … 

 
after that we have received the knowledge of the truth (directing us 
away from a life of sin and how to live holily), there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins,  
 
27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries 
 

If Christ’s two-fold atonement, reconciliation, propitiation, has 
no affect upon our lives to turn us away from sin, perhaps a life 
of sin, what remains is the expectation of judgement for sin for 
which our Lord has not interceded in our behalf?  Some of this 
sort are weak, sickly, and some sleep. 
 

1Co 11:30  For this cause many are weak and sickly 
among you, and many sleep. 
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Heb 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us,  
 

This hall of faith focused, not on the sins of these brethren, but 
on what the Lord did through sinners who availed themselves 
to following after Christ. It is not that they had no sin. We 
could in most of these instances read of their sins as they are 
recorded throughout the Old Testament.  Not one was without 
sin! 
 

2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 
4 ¶  Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. (nature 
in our flesh) 
 

As long as we draw our present breath we will have to contend 
against the nature to sin which dwelleth in us. (Ro.7.17, 21) 
 

In Romans chapter 7 Paul never said that he could not 
refrain from sinning.  Vss.17, 20, 23, 25, sin,  means the 
nature to sin.  Vss. 19, 21, evil, means evil inclinations.  It 
is not the actual commission of sin, else we are yet 
under the dominion of sin.  But he teaches us that the 
proness to sin is ever-present with us …The mind may 
serve the law of God by faith, the flesh continues to be 
subject to the law of the sinful nature. 

 
5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as 
unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:  
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Chastening is not only because of sin, and it is applied so that 
we might draw closer to God as sons should. (v.11) 

 
6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth. 
 

chasteneth, paideu<ei, 3ps, pres., ind., act. of  paideu<w; KJV, 

to chastise; Acts7.22, Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians; 1Co.11.32, when we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord; 1Ti.1.20, … I have delivered [Hymenaeus 
and Alexander] unto Satan, that they may learn not to 
blaspheme; Tit.2.11, 12 For the grace of God … teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; the noun, 
paidei<a; KJV, Eph.6.14, nurture; 2Ti.3.16, instruction; means 

discipline. 
 
scourgeth, mastigoi?, 3ps, pres. ind of mastigo<w; always 

translated with the English word scourge; means to whip; we 
call these love licks, but brethren they are painful. 
 

7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for 
what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?  
 

So that we might be disciplined to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world. 

 
8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons. 
9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected 
[paidueta<j] us, and we gave them reverence [due regard]: shall we 

not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness. 
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11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 
… 
28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us 
have  
 

let us have, e@xwmen, 1ppl, pres. subj. of e@xw, to have; we 

ought to have, we should have. 
 

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear:  
 

That can only be when we cease from sin; that does not mean 
that we ever are unaware of our infirmity to sin.  No, rather, 
we are most certainly aware of our need of Him. 
 

2Pe 2:14  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they 
have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children 
… 
 

that cannot cease, a]katapau<stouj, acc., pl., 

masc. of a]kata<paustoj, a] negative particle +  

kata<  down, according to, as + pau<w to cease, 

leave or quit; cf. katapau<w, KJV, Acts 14.18, 

restrained; He.4.4, did rest; He.4.10 (also v.8, had 
given … rest), hath ceased … and so adding to this 
the negative Gr. a], we have, unrestrained, 

unresting, unceasing from sin. 
 

29  For our God is a consuming fire. 
 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  It is also true 
that sin can separate us from fellowship with Him.  God cannot fellowship 
with those who commit sin and will remain in it unconfessed.   
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Ps 85:8  I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak 
peace unto his people, and to his saints, (o!sioj, sanctioned ones): 

but let them not turn again to folly. 
 
How else can we read this:  We shouldn’t sin, yet if we should … We 
continue to have an Advocate: 

 
we have, ἔχομεν, 1p pl., pres., ind. of e@xw I have; we have.  

 
an advocate, παράκλητον, acc., sing. of para<klhtoj, para< near, 

about +  klh<toj called; Comforter (4), which being translated 

Comforter always refers to the Holy Spirit;  Advocate (1) this refers 
to the work of Christ before the Father for us.  
 

O.E.D.: Advocate 
ad Latin advocatus, one summoned or ‘called to ‘ another, esp. 
one called in to aid one’s cause in a court of justice … 
 
1. One whose profession it is to plead the cause of any one in a 
court of justice; a counsellor or counsel.  
 
2. fig. and gen. One who pleads, intercedes or speaks for, or in 
behalf of. another; a pleader, intercessor, defender. 
 
b. Specially, applied to Christ as the Intercessor for sinners. 
 
3. One who defends, maintains, publicly recommends, or 
raises his voice in behjalf of a proposal or tenet. (bolding 
added) 

 
He is our Advocate, para<klhtoj, paraklEtos, our only Advocate to God 

for us.  Before God our Lord Jesus Christ comforts the Father in our behalf 
for sin in that He guaranteed to chasten us, judge us, whip us into a willing 
subjection … or else He will take us by killing us.  Job said, Though he slay 
me yet will I trust in him … Job 13.15.  He advocates to God for us as our 
High Priest. 
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He.7.24  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an 
unchangeable priesthood. 
 

unchangeable, a]para<baton, a] negative particle +  para< 

near, before +  bai<nw down; without the negative particle is 

translated transgression (Mt.15.2, 3; Acts 1.25; 2Jn.9, 
transgresseth). The context would mean that our Lord Jesus’ 
priesthood is not passed on to another!  
 

25  Wherefore  
 

o!qen; translated 1Jn2.18, whereby; Mt.12.44, from whence; 

14.7, Whereupon; 24.24, where; He.2.17; 3.1; 8.3; 9.18; 11.19; 
Wherefore;  
 
From whence this unchangeable office descended … 
 

he is able also to save (s&<zein) them to the uttermost  

 
ei]j to> pantele>j, pa?j  +  te<loj, unto all ends, or unto every 

end ... unto all perfection … 
 

that come  
 

proserxome<nouj, acc., pl., masc., part., pres.; pro<j nigh, at, 

against +  e@rxomai to come; that are drawing near 

 
unto God by (dia>) him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 

them. 
 

intercession, e]ntugxa<nein, pres., infin. of e]ntugxa<nw; KJV, 

Acts 25.24, have dealt; Ro.8.27, 34; 11.2, maketh intercession; 
see in verse 27, obtain, where the root of this compound is 
used, tugxa<nw; Can we say that intercession is to obtain for 

them? 
 



1John Series 

18 
 

The English translation of the LXX has a very broad used 
of the Gr. e]ntugxa<nein.  It is only found in the 

Aprocryphal books: 1Mac.10.61, to accuse; 64, accusers; 
11.25, had made complaint; 2Mac.2.25, whose hand it 
comes; 6.12, read; 15.39, that read;  3Mac.6.37, 
requested.   
 

While the adversary raises the charge of sins against God, 
Christ stands in our defense, not justifying sin, but points to 
the price paid for their redemption; His own precious blood. 

 
By intercession is meant that our Lord Jesus Christ deals, 
reaches, comes between, prays with the Father in our behalf.  
The guilt removed.  And if we are walking with Him, abiding in 
the truth, so also the filth; The punishment for sin He bore as 
well as the pollution, but we must maintain a pure walk if we 
will remain free of pollution. 

 
26  For such an high priest       became              us  
                                                 was comely     to         (who continually   
                                                                                         ministers in His  
                                                                                         office),  
 

became, e@prepen, 3ps, imperf. of pre<pei; KJV also has comely. 

 
who is holy,  

devoted, dedicated 
 

o!sioj, which seems to convey the message of sanction, 

devotion, being devout; cf. Acts 2.27, Holy One; sure mercies 
[devoted things] of David; Acts 13.35, Holy One; 1Ti.2.8, holy 
hands; Tit.18, holy [a biship must be a holy man]; He.7.27 an 
holy [high priest]; Re.15.4, thou art holy; 16.5, presents a 
textual question, the Received Text having for and shalt be the 
holy one, and the Traditional Text, and shalt be, the Gr. 
e]somai, 1ps, fut., ind., of ei]mi<, I am. 
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harmless  
 

a@kakoj, without evil 

 
undefiled,  
 

a]mi<antoj, a] negative particle +  miai<nw defile; to become 

polluted, filthy; so without pollution, defilement, or filthiness 
contracted for sin. 

 
separate  
 

kexwrisme<noj, part., perf., pass. of xwri<zw, also asunder or 

departed; to put asunder as in divorced. 
  

from sinners, and made  
 

geno<menoj, part., aor., of gi<nomai, became  

 
higher than the heavens; 
 

higher, u[yhlo<teroj, nom., sing., masc., comparative of 

u[yhlo<j; the verb u[yo<w, KJV, to be exalted, lifted up; 

and so … compared to the heavens height he is higher;  
 
This means that Jesus Christ is alone where God dwells … 
above the third heaven, the heaven of heavens.  Anything 
lower than this is a condescension of God to creation.  For God 
to be revealed in the third heaven and be attended to by the 
heavenly creatures of seraphs and cherubs is only by God’s 
condescension.  Jesus our Lord is declared to be the Son of 
God, Son of the Father, and at His own right hand. 

 
27  Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, 
when he offered up himself. 
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… 
Heb 8:1  Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We 
have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens … 
… 
6 ¶  But now hath he obtained  
                         he has dealt 
 

te<teuxe, perf., ind. of tugxa<nw; KJV, being, special [Wigram, 

Acts 19.11, marg. no common; Acts 27.3, refresh [Wigram, 
marg. meet with]; this is the very root of the word from which 
is translated intercession, dealt, e]ntugxa<nw. 

 
a more excellent  
 

(διαφορωτε<ρας, 1.4, more excellent name;  more diverse, 

unique, superior)  
 

ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, 
which was established upon better promises. 
… 
Heb 8:10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people: 
11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest. 
12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more. 
 

Those who walk with Him are saved to the uttermost by Him.  Especially so 
it is that this salvation effects both the soul and the body.   
 

1Th 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;  
                                                                                       comprehensively 
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o[lotelei?j, acc., pl., masc. of o[lotelh<j; o!loj KJV, all, 

altogether, through[out], whole +  te<loj KJV, end, ending, 

finally, utmost; perhaps, comprehensively; to the utmost) 
 

and I pray God your whole 
                                    entire  
 

o[lo<klhron, nom., sing., neut. of o[lo<klhroj, o[lo<j  + klh?roj, 

KJV, part, lot, inheritance, heritage; o[lo<klhroj is translated 

whole, entire (Ja.1.4, that ye may be perfect and entire … each 
part combined) 
 

spirit and soul and body be preserved  
 

thrhqei<h, 3ps, aor., opt., pass. of thre<w, KJV, to be 

preserved, reserved, kept, watched, and observed … in such a 
way that they are … 

 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The saints are saved unto every end designed by Christ;  
  

Ps.5. 11  But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them 
ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that 
love thy name be joyful in thee. 
12  For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou 
compass him as with a shield. 

 
Ἰησοῦν Χριστὸν          δίκαιον 
  Jesus   Christ   the   righteous: 
 

righteous, δίκαιον, acc., sing., masc. of di<kaioj; KJV, right, righteous, 

just, meet; 
 

Ac 3:14  But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you … 
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He is the Righteous One. 
 

Jer 23:5  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 

 
Ps 11:7  For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his 
countenance doth behold the upright. 
 

We have no righteousness of our own.  The righteousness of Christ is 
counted to us who have believed in Christ. But we do good when we do as 
Christ commands. The Righteous Lord is our Advocate with the Father. 
 

Ro 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is 
God that justifieth (δικαιων, nom, sing, masc, part., pres., act., that is 
justifying. Only this once is this verb form used. This presumes not 
only the continued presence of the nature or principle to sin, but 
the continuation of the work of justification in our lives.) 
34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that 
is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. 
 

1 Τεκνία μου, ταῦτα γράφω ὑμῖν, ἵνα μὴ ἁμάρτητε καὶ ἐάν τις ἁμάρτῃ, 
παράκλητον ἔχομεν πρὸς τὸν πατέρα, Ἰησοῦν Χριστὸν δίκαιον 
 

     καὶ αὐτὸς       ἱλασμός ἐστιν     περὶ       τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν 
2  And    he      is the propitiation    for                  our sins:  
                                                       concerning 
                                                       in behalf of 
 

Remember this: propitiation, reconciliation and atonement speak of the 
same thing.  In our last lesson we showed this to be true.  It is to made one 
with God.  Jesus Christ is the reconciliation to God for sinners.  Jesus Christ 
is the atonement to God for us and our sins.  Jesus Christ made sinners one 
with God again having taken away the punishment due for sins and the 
pollution of sins.  It seems to me that John treats propitiation as one, and 
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that is true.  Though we have divided it into two parts 
(punishment/pollution or guilt/filth) it is for all practical intents and 
purposes one work of Christ for us.  He has by His shed blood addressed 
every issue of sin for us to God. 

 
propitiation, ἱλασμός, noun; found twice in the N.T., 1Jn.4.10,  
 

1Jo 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation (the 
atonement, the reconciliation) for our sins.  
 

At this point it is only necessary to say that Christ is the Mercy Seat.  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is everything to us to God. God used His Son to bring us to 
Himself.  He has appointed Him to stand in our behalf. All that we know of 
God comes through the blessed Son of God, Jesus Christ. 
 

Ex 25:22  And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims 
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give 
thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. 
 

         οὐ  περὶ  τῶν ἡμετέρων  1δὲ μόνον ἀλλὰ καὶ  περὶ               ὅλου τοῦ κόσμου 
1and not   for                    ours only,             but  also  for  the sins of the whole world. 
 

whole, ὅλου, gen. sing. masc. and neut. of o!loj, KJV, all, whole, 

altogether (1),  
 

Gill emphasizes that the apostle John addressed an audience of Gentile 
saints; that the letter is written from a Jewish perspective.  And this 
explanation is very possible.  The pronouns of we and you, us and ye could 
might be best interpreted in this way.  And so, he is the propitiation for our 
sins, referring to the Jewish saints, but not for ours only, but for the sins of 
the whole world, could refer to the nations of the gentiles.  As I have said 
before it seems that the first chapter’s pronouns refer more to the 
apostles’ ministry than to the Jewish church.  But I could be wrong.  But we 
all agree that Christ is the only propitiation for the sins of the whole world.  
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This is not just a Christian rite.  This is the only propitiaton that there is, if 
there will be any at all, it will be through Christ’s shed blood.   
 

The pope of the Catholic religion has recently said this in reference to 
his religion and the Muslim religion.  In a sense he is right.  His god 
and the Muslim god is the same god, but it is not the God of the 
Bible.   
 
Rick Warren, Joel Olsteen, Benny Hinn, Kenneth Copeland all say the 
same things.  Doctrine divides, let’s be one.  We all serve the same 
God.   
 
So-called pseudo-Baptist church members have said to me with their 
own tongues that we are all going to the same place; we are only 
taking different paths. 

 
There is no other propitiation for the sinner but Jesus Christ who died on 
Calvary, came virgin born, the promised seed of the woman in Ge.3.15, the 
Prophet that should come, the Lamb of God, the impeccable Savior, Son of 
God and Son of man.  There is no other. 
 
Others take this to mean that Jesus Christ offers byu His shed blood to 
propitiate for sins.  But that will not stand to the test of Scripture.  Did 
Christ die offering to save His people, or did He die to save them?  Offering 
to save, offering to propitiate does nothing.  And if Christ died and 
propitiated for the sins of the whole world without any distinction, then 
there is no way that any sinner, regenerated or not can be cast into a fiery 
hell or that lake which burns for all eternity.  Yet we know that an eternal 
perdition awaits all those who never come to faith in Jesus Christ.  
Therefore Christ did not propititate, atone, reconcile them to God.  
Otherwise this could not be.   
 

Ac 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

 
Christ intercedes in His office as High Priest for all his own. He never prayed 
for the world of reprobates.  We must see that in his prayer. 
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Joh 17:9  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me; for they are thine. 

 
Jesus Christ came with all of His people in mind.  He knew who they were 
before the foundation of the world.  It is for these that He died, and it is 
these who will be saved. No one can lay unbelief at the feet of God.  That 
must be laid at the feet of Adam.  But those who believe may praise the 
God of all grace for the gift of faith bestowed upon them.  Do you believe 
that Jesus Christ died for your sins?  Do you believe Christ empowers us to 
walk with God to fellowship with Him?  Do you believe that He can aid us 
through every temptation to keep us from sin and falling?   
 
Come to Christ. Flee to Him as your sin-bearer.  Trust in Him as your High 
Priest to God.  Has He reconciled, atoned, and propitiated God for your 
sins.  Follow Him in baptism and walk with Him.  Should we sin, confession 
and forsake.  Receive the cleansing from sin by the ministry of Christ’ High 
Priestly office, and continue walking with Him until we are in His presence. 

 
2 καὶ αὐτὸς ἱλασμός ἐστιν περὶ τῶν ἁμαρτιῶν ἡμῶν οὐ περὶ τῶν ἡμετέρων δὲ 

μόνον, ἀλλὰ καὶ περὶ ὅλου τοῦ κόσμου 


