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KJV – Genesis 39:1-23 

 

“Joseph Tested by Adversity” 

     The Apostle James tells us that temptation will be part of the Christian life. James wrote about the 
testing of our faith in chapter one of his epistle when it is written: My breathren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  
 
     These trials and temptations are things that God uses to purge and/or prove. When you 
encounter temptations, trials and tribulations in your life before you allow the distress over take 
you; you must take a step back and conduct a self-examination of yourself. Because God may be 
using these things in our lives to purge and/or prove.  
 
     Ask yourself this question; is there sin in my life? If there is sin in your life then these trials and 
temptations are part of the process of purging. If you have examined yourself and cannot identify 
the sin God is purging, then count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience.  
 
     Joseph is about to be proved and tried within this chapter for a greater purpose by the will of 
God. Joseph was taken down to Egypt by the Ishmaelites; it is very important to note here within 
this text that this is a key point in the life of Joseph because the LORD was with Joseph. That 
statement is made four times within this chapter. 
 
Genesis 39:1-2 

1 And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 

2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master 
the Egyptian. 

     Joseph had been sold into slavery and ended up in Egypt. But the LORD was with Joseph. Any and 
all ideas that Joseph, twice a victim of injustice, had been abandoned by the LORD are summarily 
banished by the employment of phrases highlighting God’s oversight of his circumstances with the 
four uses of the phrase “the LORD was with.” God blessings in Joseph’s life was not a result of God 
being on Joseph’s side, but the other way around. 

     During the American Civil War a group of people came to the White House to speak to President 
Abraham Lincoln, in the darkest days of the war about 1863 and one of the gentleman said to the 
President, “I’m just glad that God is on our side.” President Lincoln spoke and said: “Oh no Sir; I’m 
glad that I am on the side of God.” 
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     Joseph was on the side of God, going through the darkest days of his life. 

1. But the LORD was with Joseph – Verse 2. 
2. The people saw that the LORD was with Joseph – Verse 3. 
3. The blessings of the LORD were upon him – Verse 5. 
4. The LORD was with him and showed him mercy – Verse 21. 
5. God gave him favor – Verse 21. 
6. God made his master to know that the LORD was with him – Verse 23. 
7. Everything that he did, God made it prosper – Verse 23. 

     Now are you waiting for God to get on your side, or when God came your way have you stepped 
over to His side? “I’m glad that I am on the side of God.” -Abraham Lincoln. 

Genesis 39:3-4 

3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. 

4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and 
all that he had he put into his hand. 

     Every time that one is in the will of God, the old devil will always try to rare his ugly presence 
with trials and adversities. But, My breathren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

     Joseph was being blessed of God, he was successful; the overseer of his master’s house. This 
involved the authority and trust as the steward of the whole estate of Potiphar. One of the criteria 
for which was great trust and no doubt intelligence, Joseph was conversant in the Egyptian 
language as we have already learned from the Genesis 29 lesson that this family from the lines of 
Abraham was able to communicate with the people of Haran in Aramaic, the Chaldeans, the 
Canaanites and the Egyptians. 

Genesis 39:5 

5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he 
had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was 
upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 

     The LORD’s blessing was upon Joseph and he was experiencing the fulfillment of the Abrahamic 
Covenant, even at the time before Israel was in the land. 

Genesis 39:6 

6 And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he 
did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured. 
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     God was with Joseph, God prospered Joseph with success, God prospered Joseph in Potiphar’s 
promotion of him and God even prospered Potiphar for Joseph’s promotion.  Thus fulfilling what He 
had already promised Abraham: “I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.” 

Genesis 39:7-9 

7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, 
Lie with me. 

8 But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the 
house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 

9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, 
because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 

     Potiphar’s wife is a woman who is immoral and a woman who is a liar (Genesis 39:14-18). For an 
Egyptian woman who was socially and financially secure to desire a Jewish slave is a remarkable 
testimony to Joseph’s impressiveness. When she looked at Joseph, she was overtaken with lust and 
she does not try to seductively lure him into anything, but in a very forthright manner she asks him 
to lie with her. 

     Joseph appreciated his master’s trust. Joseph was in charge over everything that his master 
owned and he would not violate that trust and touch his wife. Joseph tells Potiphar’s wife, there is 
none greater in this house than I, your husband, and my master has trusted me with everything and 
has not kept back anything except you, because you are his wife.  

     It wasn’t just the sin against Potiphar but: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God? 

Genesis 39:10-18 

10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, 
or to be with her. 

11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there 
was none of the men of the house there within. 

12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and 
fled, and got him out. 

13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 

14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an 
Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: 

15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with 
me, and fled, and got him out. 
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16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 

17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast 
brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 

18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out. 

     Her constant efforts to seduce Joseph had failed in the face of Joseph’s strong convictions not to 
yield or be compromised.  The word “garment” in verse 13 indicates it was his outer coat. If ever 
there was a man who had coat problems it is Joseph. His first coat was taken as proof he was dead 
and this coat is taken to try to prove rape. 

     But Joseph fled, he left in haste; and the best thing to do sometime is just literally run away from 
the temptation or better yet to avoid the reason for temptation all together. 

I Peter 2:11 

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul; 

II Timothy 2:22 

22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart. 

James 4:7 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

Genesis 39:19-20 

19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, 
After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 

20 And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king's prisoners were 
bound: and he was there in the prison. 

      The death penalty for adultery may not have applied to a charge of attempted adultery, 
attempted seduction or rape. However God’s plan was not for the death of Joseph, the favor of 
Potiphar toward Joseph would have him consigned to the prison reserved for royal servants, from 
where in the Providence of God he would later be summoned into Pharaoh’s presence and begin the 
next stage of his life. 

Genesis 39:21 

21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper 
of the prison. 
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     The LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy; the keeper of the prison extended him 
kindness. God would not allow this initial painful imprisonment to continue but to extend to Joseph 
the strength needed to prepare him for his next assignment.  

Genesis 39:22-23 

22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; 
and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with 
him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper. 

     Once again Joseph, though in the circumstance of the prison which were considerably less 
comfortable than Potiphar’s home, was under the protection of a Sovereign God. He rose to a 
position of trust, authority and even proved to be trustworthy enough to be placed in charge of the 
prisoners. This came about not because God was on his side, but due to the fact that Joseph was on 
the side of the LORD. 

     God had greater plans in the life of Joseph; as in his life as well as ours God doesn’t the reveal the 
final purpose of His plan to us. If He did we would skip through, over and bypass the painful stuff to 
get to the good stuff and not have the experiences of testing to prepare us to gratefully receive the 
good stuff.  

     My breathren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience.  

- Faithfulness to God does not exempt you from trials and temptation. 
- Faithfulness to God means fighting and fleeing from temptations. 
- Faithfulness to God during such trials will even bring excess difficulty in your life. 
- Faithfulness to God will ultimately bring great blessings and reward to the faithful. 

     Know that God has a great plan and purpose for each one of His children, we are being 
transformed to the image of His Son, Christ Jesus. And God has stated in His Word that He will never 
allow more to be put upon us than that we can bear. He is faithful and only wants our trust and 
obedience as this young man Joseph clearly demonstrated.  

 

 

 


