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2 Corinthians 5:11–15 

11  Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well 
known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.  

12  For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to 
boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in 
appearance and not in heart.  

13  For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for 
you.  

14  For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for 
all, then all died;  

15  and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, 
but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

 

I’ll Live for Him Who Died for Me 

2 Corinthians 5:11-15 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Paul has spent almost four chapters of this second Corinthian epistle trying to make 

the Corinthians understand his sincerity in preaching the gospel. He has shown us the 

eternal realities which keep him going, and the judgment seat of Christ which keeps him 

honest. In the verses before us today, he discussed the motivation that flowed from this 

revelation. 

 I. Our Ultimate Motivation (v. 11-13) 

II. The Reason for Our Motivation (v. 14-15) 

 

I. Our Ultimate Motivation (v. 11-13) 

 

2 Corinthians 5:11-13    “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade 

others; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your 

consciences. For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you 

opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who 

boast in appearance and not in heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.” 

 

A. The last time we were here we listened as Paul detailed the bone chilling event in 

which we will eventually participate. We will all appear before the Bema seat of 

Christ. In our text, Paul teases out the motivations for service we have because of 

the shadow of this great event. 

 

B. First, we have a great motivation to be transparent.  

v.11    “Knowing, therefore, the [fear] of the Lord, we persuade others; but we 

are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.”  
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The understanding of who God is motivates us to try to persuade others. Some see 

in this the seeds of evangelism. There is no doubt that in the end of this chapter Paul 

will focus on the vital job of evangelism. However, here it seems the persuasion is of 

his readers. The next phrase fleshes this point out. God certainly knew Paul and 

knows each of us better than we know ourselves. And he hoped he was made 

transparent to their consciences. 

 

C. Second, so you have a reason to defend us to our detractors.  

vs.12-13    “For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you 

opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who 

boast in appearance and not in heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.” 

 

1. While Paul had detractors, he also had supporters and defenders. His desire 

was not so much to defend himself, but also to arm his supporters with the facts. 

 

2. To those who said he was crazy, he did this all for the Lord.  

v.13a    “For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God;”  

If they claimed Paul was sane in what he did, his motivation was what was best 

for the Corinthians.  

v.13b    “or if we are of sound mind, it is for you.”” 

 

II. The Reason for Our Motivation (v. 14-15) 

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15    “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge 

thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live 

should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose 

again.” 

 

A. Why was the Apostle Paul willing to do and endure all of the things he did? The 

reason is that he recognized in this judgment seat of Christ another great reality. He 

not only understood the awesomeness of Christ, he also was overwhelmed with the 

wonder of His love. As we have said, there will be no sin judged there. He already 

paid for it all. 

 

B. Christ’s love compels us. It pushes us forward to do what He wants us to do. We 

are compelled because we drew this conclusion.  

vs.14-15    “Because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He 

died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him 

who died for them and rose again.”” 
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1. The “all” Paul is thinking of here is not the whole world. He is thinking 

specifically of those who are saved. We know that because the argument would 

not work the other way.  

v.14    “Because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died.”  

The only ones who have died together with Christ and now live a new life in Him 

are believers. This is the shorthand for Romans 6:3-4.  

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  

 

2. The second part of the argument follows.  

v.15    “And He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 

themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.””  

The rationale here is best described in a song we used to teach the kids.  

“After all He’s done for me. 

 After all He’s done for me. 

 How can I do less than live for Him completely? 

 After all He’s done for me?” 

 

How do we measure up? 

 

1. How transparent do we strive to be? While God knows all there is to know about us, 

how are we in the area of being transparent in out motivations in the things we do? 

 

2. Are we committed in living for Him who died for us? 

 


