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[Wednesday, March 8, 2017] Exodus Series, Exodus chapter 24, verses 9-18 – 
Craig Thurman 
 
The LORD had called for Moses, Aaron, his two eldest sons, Nadab and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of the Israel that Moses knew to be so (Nu.11.16, probably 
selected much like the servants of the Jerusalem church in Acts chapter 7.)  and 
called them to come up to worship. The words come up do not mean for them to 
come up into the mount, but to come up from among the people for the purposes 
of worshipping the LORD, as we shall see.   It is a matter of fact that only Moses 
and Joshua came into the mount and Moses alone went into that upper  region of 
the mount that was covered by the cloud.  Only Moses drew near.  
 

‘An exception was made in the case of Moses, not because he possessed 
any superior claim upon God, nor because he was personally entitled to 
such a privilege, but only because he was the appointed mediator between 
God and His people, and therefore the type of the Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
Gleanings in Exodus, A. W. Pink, p.175; cf. Gal.3.19; 1Ti.2.5) 
 
Ex 20:19  And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 
 

It is written that Moses recorded all of the judgments of the LORD into a book.  
This book is called the Book of the Covenant.  The children of Israel bind 
themselves to the terms of the Book. (Four times they say All that the LORD hath 
said will we do. [Ex.24.3, 7; 19.8; Deu.5.27])   
 
Then Moses builds an altar, erects twelve pillars, one for each of the tribes in 
Israel, offers burnt offerings and peace offerings. The blood of these sacrificial 
animals was let into basons.  Half the blood was sprinkled on the altar, and the 
other half was sprinkled on the people.  The burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and the sprinkling of the blood have not yet been governed by the LORD. (So far 
the only sacrifice that the LORD has given any direction about is Passover.)   
 
Burnt offerings have a long been a means of worship by the people of God.  Noah 
is shown to have been the first to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, then Job.  
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Ge 8:20  And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean 
beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

 
The purpose for the burnt offerings is best seen with Job.  Job’s offering concerns 
both the ignorance of sin, 
 

Job 1:5  And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, 
that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It 
may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did 
Job continually. 

 
and the wrath due for sin. 
 

Job 42:7  And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto 
Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against 
thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing 
that is right, as my servant Job hath. 
8  Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to 
my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my 
servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the thing which is right, like my 
servant Job. 
9  So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the 
LORD also accepted Job. 
 

Certainly the burnt offering demonstrates a means for satisfaction for sin. 
 

This chapter marks the first time (not the first mention; Ex.20.24) that a peace 
offering has been made, and the first instance of the mention of the sprinkling of 
blood. But we should note that in the N.T. the English word sprinkle is used with 
reference to the application of the blood of the Passover lamb to the door posts 
and lintel of the house.  (He.11.28, not r[antismoj, but pro<sxusij, pro<j [to] + 

xe<w, [B-D-A-G Lexicon, to pour]).  The idea is that the Passover blood was applied 

much like a paint is, than it would be splattered, cast, or strown. 
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xe<w, with the various prepositions added: e]kxe<w, runneth, spill, pour 

out, shed; kataxe<w, pour; sugxe<w, sugxusij, to stir, confound, 

confuse. 
 

Ex 20:24  An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine 
oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will 
bless thee. 

 
Defining the word peace: 
By the Hebrew O.T., the Greek version of the O.T. (LXX), and N.T., the word peace 
means, not only that a conflicting difference between two parties has been laid to 
rest, but the idea of being made whole again. 
  

peace, ְׁש ָל ִמ  she-la-mim, masc. pl. noun, Ml@w@; KJV, peace (1), peace ,םי

offerings (80); the corresponding Greek to Ml@w@, shelem, would be 

ei]rh<nh; but the text of the LXX reads qusi<an swthri<ou, not 

qusi<an ei]rh<nhn; peace is translated from the Greek, swthri<ou, 

gen. sing. neut. which would be translated into English phrase of 
salvation (cf. Eph.6.17, take the helmet of salvation, swthri<ou). So 

the text of Ex.24.5 could read that the ‘young men sacrificed 
sacrifices of salvation ( sacrificed salvation’s sacrifices). 
  

The meaning of the word salvation: 
LXX, has kai> e@qusan qusi<an swthri<ou, which would mean 

sacrificed a sacrifice of wellness or implicitly restoration; that 
is, a sacrifice to make one whole (Gr. verb root sw<zw, to save; 

swthri<a, salvation, even health; many times has qusi<aj 

swthri<ou, or its equivalent, for peace offering. (upwards over 

80 O.T. verses);  
 

So a peace offering is an offering which restores one who was sick to 
health, one who was incomplete or deficient is now made whole, one 
who was injured is made sound before God. 

 
In the book of Hebrews we read there that the book of the covenant was 
also sprinkled with blood.  It is also to be noted that the Hebrew text 
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presents a summation of what Moses did, not that it was all done all at 
once.  But the blood of the covenant was sprinkled upon the Book of the 
covenant and upon the people. 

 
Heb 9:19  For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people 
according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with 
water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, 
and all the people, 
20  Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath 
enjoined unto you. 
21  Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the 
vessels of the ministry. 
22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission. 
23 ¶  It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

 
9 ¶  Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel: 
 

Again, this seems to mean that they separated themselves from the people 
for the purposes of worshipping the LORD.  But they did not go into the 
mount.  (cf. v.14) 
 
These seventy elders could form an undeniable witness to God and His 
glory. While Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu are family, the seventy elders 
could well represent a smattering of the people of Israel so that what the 
LORD is about to reveal of Himself might be received. 
 
God gives substantial witness to the truth for His people.  In our recent 
study in the gospel of Luke, we should have realized what a gaping whole 
we would have in the truth of God’s Word had there been no genealogies 
provided. These genealogies give a written record to the truth of man’s 
relation to Adam.  They refute the heresy of evolution. They show us first 
that Jesus is not the son of Joseph, but the eternal Son of God.  They show 
us that Jesus is the Son of David, Son of Abraham, and Son of man.  Because 
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of the genealogies none may argue that these are simply the opinions of 
men. God has made it so that faith is based on truth.  The faith of Christ is 
the most sensible, reasonable, and proper mind that a man may possess on 
this side of eternity.  True faith is founded upon the Word of God.  
 
Why was Joseph Smith a false teacher and antichrist?  Because the Word of 
God proved him to be so by the truths that it contains.  We do not believe 
Joseph Smith was so because we think so.  It is not an opinion that we have 
with which others may disagree.  By gathering from the facts of God’s Word 
the truth tells us that this man was a deceiver and a wicked man.  What he 
did contradicted the truths of God’s Word.  By what little I care to know 
about I know that he was a man who denied that Jesus Christ was God 
come in the flesh.  He taught that Jesus Christ was is a brother to Satan, 
rather than acknowledging that He is the eternal God. What more do we 
need to know of him and the false religion which is raised up in his name?   
 

1Jo 2:23  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: 
(but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also. 

 
10             And they saw                               the God of Israel:  
LXX – 10  And  they saw the place where the God of Israel stood;  
 
      and there was under his feet        as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone,  
LXX and                   under his feet was as it were a             work of      sapphire slabs,  
                                                                                                                          the sapphire 
 

a paved, בִל ִלני , liv-nath; noun, fem. sing. construct state, hnAb4li; the 

verb, Nb2lA, is to make brick. 

 

sapphire, ְפִַּסִה  masc. sing. noun w/ha, ha, for the; always tss. with ,רל

the English sapphire; a variable color averaging in the color of a deep 
purplish blue. 
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ְכׁש                ֶכ ֶי ְלׁש                                     ם ִָ  ִַַּםמ

and as it were the body                    of heaven                         in his     clearness. 
and as it were the appearance of the firmament of heaven in its purity. 

matter                of the heavens           for        brightness     

                                                                         (Ps.89.44 marg.; rhaF#),    

                                       cleanness (Job 17.9,    

                                       rhAF4) 

 

and as it were the body, ְכׁש ֶכ ֶי  fem. sing. noun, Mc@f@; almost always ,ם

translated bones, and bones is understood as the body (2Sa.21.12-
14), but often a distinction can be made between the one and the 
other; life (1); strength (1); probably emphasizing the material or 
substance … Ge.2.23 bone of my bones 
 

in … clearness, ִמהִַֹּפ , masc. sing. noun, rhaFo, w/prefixed l4, to or for; 

Lev. 2.4, 6, purifying. 
 

This is the succinct description of the glory of the heaven of heavens, and 
God is above this. (Deu.10.14)  As infinite as the expanse of the heavens 
might appear to be, and as glorious as its spectacle is to the eye, it is finite 
and counted as nothing beneath, as the expression is here, the feet of God.  

 

Isa 66:1  Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth 
is my footstool … 
 
Isa 40:22  It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the 
heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 
 
De 10:14 Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens [is] the 
LORD’S thy God, the earth [also], with all that therein [is]. 

 
And there is no description of God Himself.  
 

‘That no visible form was presented to their bodily eyes, we are 
expressly informed …’ Barnes’ Notes, vol. 2, p.63 
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De 4:12  And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the 
fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitude; 
only ye heard a voice. 

 
‘They saw the God of Israel; not any visible resemblance of the Divine 
nature, which is expressly denied, Deut. iv.15; 1Tim. vi.16, and was 
refused to Moses when he desired it, Exod. xxxiii. 18, 20, and 
therefore surely would never be granted to the elders of Israel; but 
some glorious appearance or token of God’s special presence; or 
rather the Second Person in the Trinity, who now showed himself to 
them in a human and glorious shape, as an essay and testimony of 
his future incarnation.’ Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Bible, 
p.171 
 

Ac 7:38  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with 
the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina (which is 
certainly our Lord Jesus), and with our fathers: who received 
the lively oracles to give unto us … 
 

Ezekiel describes God. 
 

Eze 1:1  Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, 
in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river 
of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 
… 
25  And there was a voice from the firmament that was over their 
heads (referring to the Cherubim [Comp. Ez.1.10; 10.14), when they 
stood, and had let down their wings. 
26 ¶  And above the firmament that was over their heads was the 
likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire (deep, purplish 
blue) stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as 
the appearance of a man above upon it. 
27  And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round 
about within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and 
from the appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the 
appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. 
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28  As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was 
the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I 
saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 
 
Re.1.12  And I (John) turned to see the voice that spake with me. And 
being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 
13  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of 
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the 
paps with a golden girdle. 
14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and 
his eyes were as a flame of fire; 
15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; 
and his voice as the sound of many waters. 
16  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth 
went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength. 
17  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 

 
God is Spirit.  

 
Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth. 
 
Eliaphaz said: 
Job 4.12 ¶  Now a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear 
received a little thereof.  
13  In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth 
on men, 
14  Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to 
shake.  
15  Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up: 
16  It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image 
was before mine eyes … 
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The sense that God is, and any perception of Him is only what He chooses 
to reveal of Himself.  It is certain that no man has seen God in His original 
state. 
  

Joh 1:18  No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
 

e]chgh<sato, 3ps. aor. ind. of e]chge<omai, e]k from, out  +  

h[ge<omai, to lead, govern; Jesus Christ is the One appointed of 

the Father to govern the revelation of God to the sons of 
men. 

 
1Jo 4:12  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, 
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. (The living proof of 
God that God dwells in us is seen in the love that we have for one 
another.) 
 
1Ti 6: 13 ¶  I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all 
things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a 
good confession; 
14  That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
15  Which in his (God’s) times he shall shew, who is the blessed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
16  Who (God) only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to 
whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen. 

 
Ex. 33.19  And he said, I (the LORD) will make all my goodness pass 
before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; 
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy 
on whom I will shew mercy. 
20  And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man 
see me, and live. 
 

To see Jesus is to see God. 
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11  And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand:  
 

nobles, ְְִ ְ ְל ֲא ִצ ֲכ -masc. pl. noun in construct state, Myliycix3, a-tsee ,יי

lim; only once more, Is.41.9, the chief men; the verb, five time in the 
O.T., and the idea is [B-D-B Hebrew Lexicon]to lay aside, reserve, 

withdraw, withhold, lcaxA [KJV, reserve, take, keep, straiten]; the 

nobles of Israel were set aside for this event; Matthew Poole calls 
these the separated or select ones. 
 
To hurt them.  Gill, ‘he did not inflict any disease or death upon them 
on their sight of him …’ 
 
‘He did not smite them.’ Barnes’ Notes. 
 

Men have long understood the gravity of seeing God.  Jacob, Gideon, and 
Samson’s parents saw the pre-incarnate Christ and expected that they 
would have died. 
  

Ge 32:30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have 
seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. 
 
Jud 6:22  And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the 
LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an 
angel of the LORD face to face. 
23  And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou 
shalt not die.  
 
Jud 13:20  For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward 
heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the 
flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on 
their faces to the ground. 
22  And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we 
have seen God. 
23  But his wife said unto him, If the LORD were pleased to kill us, he 
would not have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at our 
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hands, neither would he have shewed us all these things, nor would 
as at this time have told us such things as these. 
 

also they saw God, and did eat and drink. 
 

Further witness that they remained unharmed in their natural state.  They 
needed food and they received food, even then during this time.  The 
setting is the expression of the people to do, and be obedient to all that the 
LORD has said. This proposes the fellowship that God and man could have 
without sin.  But that is not the case. 
 

De 5:29  [The LORD said,] O that there were such an heart in them, 
that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever! 

 
12 ¶  And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be 
there: and I will give thee tables of stone,  
 

tables, ִ־תֹל לצ ֲכ , lu-choth, masc. pl. noun with a fem. termination, 

HaUl, lu-ach; KJV, table, tables, boards, plates. 

 
and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach 
them. 

 
Why was the law written upon tables of stone?  The tables of stone 
represent the hard, stiff, incorrigible, unyielding, arteriosclerotic hearts of 
the children of Israel to holy, just, and good Law of God. 
 

2Co.3.3  Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. 
 
Eze 11:19  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit 
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them an heart of flesh: 
20  That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, 
and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 
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But, you might ask, I thought that Israel was the people of God.  
The nation of Israel is the LORD’s.  And there is in the nation a 
remnant that are the true people of God.  The rest were only 
the people of God externally.  A real Jew is one that Paul the 
apostles states is, 
 

The following is not to be interpreted in a spiritual sense, 
but literally.  Paul is saying that there are Jews that are 
Christians, and that these, among the Jews, are the real 
Jews of Israel, the remnant.  In other words, not every 
Jew is of Israel. 
Ro 2:28  For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; 
neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the 
flesh: 
29  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. 

  
13  And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the 
mount of God. 
 

Joshua had not before been mentioned.  Joshua shall be successor to 
Moses at the end of the wilderness experience. He seems to be allowed to 
come nearer than any other of the people, even Aaron.  (cf. Ex. 32.17-19, 
Joshua will be unaware that the people had apostatized and fell to worship 
the golden, molten calf.) 

 
14  And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us,  
 

Which tarrying the elder evidently did not do.  (Ex.32.1) 
 
until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you:  
 

Hur is evidently one of the seventy elders that accompanied them to this 
point. He is of the tribe of Judah.  (Ex.31.2) Hur, with Aaron, held up the 
arms of Moses as Joshua led in the battle against the Amalekites in 
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Ex.17.10-16.  Hur’s grandson, Bezaleel, will be the lead craftsman in the 
construction of the tabernacle in the wilderness. (Ex.31.3-5) 
 

if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 
 

let … which come near, ְׁש  .Niphal (simple passive) part. masc. pl ,ִִַּלָּמםל

of wganA, ne-gash, w/, definite article the; Qal infin., Ex. 28.23; 30.20; 

34.30; Qal fut., 19.15; 24.2, 14; Niphal pret., Ex.20.21; 24.2; 34.32; 
Niphal part., Ex.19.22; KJV, to come near or nigh, drew near, bring. 

 
And so the time when the seventy elders receive of the spirit of Moses is 
later.  (cf. Nu.11) For now it is Aaron and Hur who are charged with judging 
Israel in view of Moses’ absence. 

 
15  And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 
 

covered, ִֶסם  Piel (intensive active) fut. of hsakA, ; most often to ,ִיְי

cover; but also close, conceal, hide, overwhelm; Piel pret., Ex.10.5, 
And they shall cover; 15.10, the sea covered them; Piel infin., 
Ex.26.13, to cover it; 28.42, to cover their nakedness; Piel fut., Ex.8.6; 
14.28; 16.13; 24.15, 16, and covered; 10.15, they covered; 15.5, have 
covered; 21.33, cover it; 40.34, then covered; Piel part., Ex. 29.13, 22, 
that covereth. 

As soon as Moses was called to come up into the mount the cloud of the 
LORD covered it. 

 
16  And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it 
six days:  
 

Six days of a total of forty days which Moses was in the mount. 
 

and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 
 

The LORD has commanded Israel that in six days they labor and do all their 
work.  But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD.  Six days have been 
set aside for man’s work, and the seventh is the day of rest. Just as a matter 
to remember, let me say again that the Sabbath was given only to Israel.  
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The churches of Jesus Christ do not have a Sabbath day observance.  There 
is a type here that is helpful for us to see.  It has to do with man’s 
approaching unto God. 
 
Man cannot draw near to God based on his works.  Quite the contrary is 
true.  Approaching near to God is based on the finished work of Jesus 
Christ.   
 

He.4.10  For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from 
his own works, as God did from his. 
 
Joh 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 
 

No one can come to God based on their own works because sin has 
devaluated everything that a man can do before God. The merit by which 
any will come is the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.   
 

Ro.4.3  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for *righteousness. (or, *unto, ei]j, 

[the]righteousness [he had in Jesus Christ] …that is how I read this 
and I believe it is concordant with the Word of God.) 
4  Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but 
of debt. 
5  But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is counted for *righteousness. 
6  Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto 
whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 
7  Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered. 
8  Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. 

 
When Christ died on the cross the righteousness that He demonstrated as 
the Son man before God, during His earthly ministry, was reckoned to every 
one of the elect of God.   
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Tit 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done (we were 
hopeless, unwilling and powerless in ourselves), but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; 
6  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
7  That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. 

 
17  And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of 
the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 
 

and the sight, ַּ ְֲ פי ִָ  ,masc. noun; KJV, sight, look, favor, appearance ,ם

countenance, goodly, vision, seem; the verb is hxArA, to see, look, 

behold, regard, perceive, gaze, et al. 
 
18  And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: 
and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. 
 

The number forty is certainly a number representing testing; probationary 
period; a proving: 
 

So, Moses was in the mount a total of 40 days and forty nights.  This 
occurred twice.  (Deu.9.9, 11, 19) This was  the same length of time 
that the flood came upon the earth and destroyed every land 
creature that breathed air.  (Ge.7.4) Again, after that the Ark rested 
upon a mountain in Ararat, 40 days later Noah opened the window in 
the top of the Ark.  (Ge.8.6) When Jacob died, because the Egyptians 
embalmed him he was mourned for forty days.  Perhaps this means 
he was before them in a viewing. (Ge.50.3) The Israelites sent 12 of 
their men to spy on Canaan.  They returned back to camp forty days 
later. (Nu.13.25;14.34) Goliath presented himself defiantly against 
the armies of Israel every morning and every evening for forty days. 
(1Sa.17.16) Elijah fled from Jezebel to mount Horeb on the strength 
of the food that the angel fed to him, fasting for 40 days.  (1Ki.19.8) 
Ezekiel laid upon his right side, a day for every year of their Judah’s 
rebellion. (Ez.4.6) Jonah came into Nineveh prophesying that God 
would judge the city in forty days; but they repented. (Jon.3.4)  Our 
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Lord Jesus showed Himself alive from the dead for forty days. (Acts 
1.3)  The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years.  
(Nu.14.33) Moses’ life divides into three 40 year periods.  Eli judged 
Israel for 40 years.  (1Sa.4.18) Any a number of other instances. 
 

It seems that the cloud came upon the mount at the time that Moses was 
called to come up to the Lord.  

 
In this fast Moses took no food or water. Moses’ fast was by divine 
intervention.   
 

Ex 34:28  And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; 
he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the 
tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments. 

 
Moses was enabled to this fast by Divine intervention.  No natural man 
could have done this apart from the power of God.   
 
Our Lord Jesus fasted, not taking food during the 40 days and nights’ trial in 
the wilderness. (Mt.4.2; Mk. 1.13; Lk.4.2) 
 
So Moses began fasting as soon as he was called to come up into the 
mount.  Forty days appears to be a trial for Israel’s keeping covenant with 
God.  And they cannot. This was a time to prove to them that all men in 
Adam have broken the Law of God.  Man is a lawbreaker! 

 


