
BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
STEWARDSHIP OF THE GOSPEL

PART 1
1 THESSALONIANS 2:4

Introduction
With this being Missions Emphasis Month here at our Church and in light of
what we have seen and are seeing in our series in the book of 1 Thessalonians,
I want to preach to you the Truth here in verse 4!  The Truth of our being
“put in trust with the gospel”.

That phrase, “to be put in trust with the gospel,” speaks of our stewardship
of the Gospel God which is the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

When we speak of stewardship, understand that the general idea is that of  a
fiduciary relationship or trust relationship where one is placed in charge of
another’s property for the purpose of overseeing it for the owner’s benefit!
(e.g.  Explain this in relationship to a bank or banker or someone else
being in a fiduciary relationship.)

One of the best illustrations of this fiduciary or trust relationship is found in
the life of Joseph who was first placed in charge over Potiphar’s house.
(Genesis 39:2-6, 8-9) 

Then, as Joseph was falsely accused and put in prison by Potiphar, we see that
he was placed in another trust relationship under the keeper of the prison:
(Genesis 39:21-23)

And then lastly, as Joseph was released from prison to serve Pharaoh, we see
that he was placed once again in another trust relationship under Pharaoh!
(Genesis 41:38-42)

So, as we look at this matter of our stewardship of the Gospel, I want you to
understand and keep in mind that it is a fiduciary or a trust relationship!   

We have been entrusted as caretakers of something that belongs to
another!  That brings up the very first point where I want to plant and
preach awhile!
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I. STEWARDSHIP IMPLIES THERE IS AN OWNER!
To discover what the Bible says about stewardship, we must start
with the very first verse in the Bible: “In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). 

The psalmist Asaph records in Psalm 50:10 that God owns “the cattle
upon a thousand hills” and someone rightly pointed out “and he owns
the hills.”     EVERYTHING IN THIS UNIVERSE IS GOD’S!!!

Colossians 1:16 “For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him:” 

As Creator, God has absolute rights of ownership over ALL things!
We saw this morning how after finishing His creation, God delegated
to man the stewardship (or dominion) over His earthly creation!  

Nothing else in the Bible, including the doctrine of stewardship, will
make any sense or have any true relevance if we miss the fact that
God, as the Creator, has full rights of ownership over all His
creation to do with as He will! 

That brings us to the subject of the Gospel!  Whose is it primarily?
I know we talk about eternal life being our possession and it is!
But, the Gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us that eternal life
belongs to God—It is Christ’s Gospel in us that gives us that
eternal life but with the possession of it understand this one truth!  
IT IS THE GOSPEL OF GOD!—IT BELONGS TO GOD!

And as it belongs to Him, He calls on us to first BELIEVE it, then
after we BELIEVE IT and it is in our possession, we are to
SHARE IT as GOOD STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL!
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Let’s look at some things about THE GOSPEL OF GOD!

It was PLANNED by God before the foundation of the world!  
A truth verily recorded in Scripture.  (Eph 1:4; 2 Thess 2:13)

It was PROMISED to the patriarchs and others!  
It was promised before Adam and Eve to Satan in Gen 3:15!
It was promised to Abraham in Genesis 12:3!
“...in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed!”
Without the Gospel, there is NO possibility of real blessing!

It was PROCLAIMED or PROPHESIED by Jehovah God through
the  Old Testament prophets! 

Every Prophecy relating to the first coming, life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ was literally fulfilled!
(100 are listed on the poster on the door of the sound room!)

Fulfilled Prophecy proves the veracity of ALL God has said
and promised!

It was PICTURED in many types and shadows from Genesis 3 on
until the Lord Jesus Christ Himself ascended back on high!  

In Genesis 3:21 when God Himself made Adam and Eve coats
of skin to give them a covering of for the nakedness caused by
sin!

He is pictured in all the sacrifices of the sacrificial system
given to Moses and Israel!  He is even pictured in the
Tabernacle itself!

Page 3 of  5

BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
STEWARDSHIP OF THE GOSPEL

PART 1
1 THESSALONIANS 2:4

It was PROCURED or PURCHASED by Christ on the Cross of
Calvary!
Hebrews 9:22 “And almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” 

Oh the blood of Jesus!

It is PARTAKEN by grace through faith!
John 3:16
Ephesians 2:8-9

It is POWERED by God’s Holy Spirit!
The Power To Proclaim The Gospel!  (Acts 1:8)
The Power To Convict By The Gospel!  (John 16:8)
The Power To Save By The Gospel!  (Romans 1:16)

It is PERCEIVABLE wherever it is PREACHED!
Romans 10:13-15

Its PARDON is PARAMOUNT to those who want to go to 
PARADISE!
John 14:6   Jesus Christ
Acts 4:12    Peter
Acts 16:30-31 Philippian Jailor 

It is PEACE for both Jew and Gentile alike!
Ephesians 2:14-17

Its PEOPLE make up Christ’s body—the Church!
Those who believe on Jesus and trust in His work on Calvary
are placed into the body of Christ!  (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)

It is PERMANENT in its effect!
“Eternal life”, “everlasting life”, “never perish!”
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It is to be the PASSION of the Church!
In Matthew 28:18-20 he delegated to believers the Gospel that
He purchased on the Cross of Calvary with His own blood!

Matthew 28:18-20 –18 “And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.” 

Conclusion
Listen, it is only through our ability to fully grasp this and embed it in our
hearts that this matter of stewardship is understood. 

This Biblical doctrine of stewardship defines a man’s relationship to God. 
We’ve seen tonight that it clearly identifies God as owner the owner of
everything—including the Gospel!

So, what kind steward are you of what God has given you?
Especially, what kind of steward are you of the Gospel?

Are you like the one in the parable of the talents that took the one talent that
he had and hid it?
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