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                         Out On the Mission Field, Part I: To Cyprus (Continued) 

 

Text:  Acts 13:1-12 

 

 

Introduction: 

  As the prophets and teachers have gathered together to fast, and seek the Lord in prayer, 

the Holy Spirit said to them, "'Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 

have called them'" (vs. 2).  Last week, we spent the bulk of our time, considering how the Holy 

Spirit continues to equip and set men apart for the ministry, by means of "inward desire," 

Biblical qualifications, and the affirmation of the church.  We also considered the 

appropriateness of fasting, when seeking the will of God concerning an important matter, when 

seeking divine guidance and direction, and when considering calling and setting apart a man unto 

the ministry of the Gospel [Besides issues related to mourning, repentance and crisis related 

matters]. 

 This morning, we will begin to follow Paul and Barnabas, on their first missionary 

journey.  And their first stop will be, the island of Cyprus.        

 

I. Off to Cyprus 

 "So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they 

sailed to Cyprus" (vs. 4). 

 Again, we find that emphasis being placed on the fact that Barnabas and Saul were sent 

out, ultimately, by the Holy Spirit.  They could have assurance that this entire mission, no matter 

what they encounter; no matter what they feel or experience, will be successful, because they 

have been sent not by man, but by God, Himself.  The best place for anyone to be, is exactly 

where God wants him.  Once he is certain that he is there, no matter what, he cannot fail!  And 

so, they head down to the port city of Seleucia, where they will set sail for Cyprus, that rather 

large island, to the west, in the Mediterranean Sea. 

 "And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of 

the Jews. They also had John as their assistant" (vs. 5). 

 Arriving on the east coast of Cyprus, they begin their ministry in the city of Salamis.  As 

in most places throughout the Roman Empire, there were synagogues in Salamis, which allowed 

the dispersed Jews, opportunity to conduct Judaistic worship.  And so, naturally, in accordance 
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with Barnabas's cultural background (being a native of Cyprus), and of course, the Jewish 

upbringing of both Saul and Barnabas, and the priority given to the Jews first (Rom. 1:16; 2:9-

10; Acts 3:26; 13:46-47), they use the Jewish synagogues as an inroad for the spread of the 

Gospel.  They begin advancing the Kingdom of God in Cyprus then, by preaching the Gospel in 

these synagogues. 

 Note the wisdom, in looking for providential inroads, when seeking to evangelize a 

people.  I wonder, "Have we thought of (searched out) sufficient means, to reach this local 

community?"  The "synagogue" was one key entryway for the Jewish Christians.   [Discuss this.  

Merrick Fair, Marching in Memorial Day parade, Door to Door, Merrick Chamber of 

Commerce...etc; Can we pray and spend time searching out means of reaching this hardened 

community?] 

 Note as well that, John Mark was their assistant.  John assisted them, at least at the outset.  

There are many roles to be filled in the mission field.  Some preach, some lead, some assist, 

some help with physical tasks (building, medical assistance...etc), some help with legal issues, 

some help with financial support (business in a foreign culture), some write or edit or print...etc.  

There are many needs when serving in a foreign culture (as there are at home).  Have we 

considered these other roles?  Mark (at least) starts off as an assistant.  He will later pen the 

Gospel of Mark (with Peter's influence and help).  Luke, who will later join Paul on the mission 

field, is a physician and a gifted historian, who will also pen the Gospel of Luke and Acts.  

[Joshua to Moses, Elisha to Elijah ---servants, who later became great leaders] 

 "Now when they had gone through the (whole) island to Paphos, they found a certain 

sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus ("son of YHWH saves")" (vs. 6). 

 Having arrived on the east coast of Cyprus, they began by preaching in Salamis, and then 

they travelled across the whole length of the island, to the southwest coastal city of Paphos.  And 

it is here, that they would come into contention with a false prophet, magician, named (ironically 

enough), "Bar-Jesus" ("son of YHWH saves").  Even his name was blasphemous, being 

inseparably attached to his wicked person.  By no means, was he a "son" of "YHWH saves!"       

 "...who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for 

Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the Word of God" (vs. 7). 

 And so, this false prophet was with the proconsul; that is, the governor of the island of 

Cyprus, who ruled from Paphos, who we are also told was an "intelligent man."  No doubt, Bar-
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Jesus, having a Jewish background, used his heritage (also being a so-called prophet) as a means 

of obtaining a relationship with the proconsul, becoming an advisor to him.  But, he was a false 

prophet, and a magician, who used magic arts (and Judaism) as a means of monetary gain.  

Needless to say, Sergius Paulus, the proconsul, being an intelligent man, had interest in the God 

of the Jews, rejecting the dumb and worthless idols of the Greeks and Romans.  And so, he heard 

of what Barnabas and Saul were doing, and wanted to hear the Word of God, which they were 

preaching.  So, he sent for them, that he might hear from them. 

 "But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn 

the proconsul away from the faith" (vs. 8). 

 Bar-Jesus, who was also called, "Elymas" (which means "magician"), being an 

unconverted Jew, and having a wicked vested interest in the proconsul, stood against Barnabas 

and Saul, seeking to keep the proconsul from coming to the faith.  If he embraced the Gospel, he 

would learn the truth, which would expose the lies of Elymas, who was a false prophet.  

Inevitably, his influence would be frustrated, and the proconsul would no longer depend on him 

for counsel and advice.  The Gospel is always a threat to falsehood, and those who make their 

living from lies, will either humbly repent and embrace it, or else they will reject and contend 

with it.  There was no neutral ground for Elymas.  The Gospel was a sledgehammer to his lies.  

And so, unwilling to repent, he did all that he could to keep the proconsul from embracing it.  

And, in a general sense, brethren, this is one of the primary reasons, that people have been 

intolerant of the Gospel throughout every age.  The Gospel exposes all lies, doesn't it?  It 

confronts people at the very foundation of all of their hopes and dreams; indeed, it exposes our 

lusts for what they are, calling us to repent, and to seek change in Christ.  And, if we don't want 

to change; if we desire to remain in our sin, we will not merely remain neutral to it.  Rather, we 

will contend with it, at least by our words, if not by our actions.   And, in this case, Elymas's 

means of income was attached to his lies.  And so, he did all that he could to shine a bad light on 

the teaching, which Barnabas and Saul were bringing to the ears of the proconsul. 

 "Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and 

said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will 

you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?" (vs. 9-10) 

 From this point on, "Saul" will be called "Paul."  The reason for this is probably because 

"Paul," being a Roman name, was what he was especially called among the gentiles (which will 
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now be the emphasis of his ministry), and "Saul," was his Jewish name, which the Jews would 

have called him.  Remember, Saul was raised Jewish, but he, being from Tarsus, was also a 

Roman citizen.   

 Being filled with the Holy Spirit, and righteous indignation, he calls Elymas out, for the 

evil which he was doing.  Being a false prophet; a deceiver and a fraud, Paul calls him a son of 

the devil, whom our Lord had stated (in John's Gospel) was the father of lies (John 8:44).  [Also, 

note the contrast with "son of YHWH saves"].  He also calls him "an enemy of all 

righteousness," both, because he is a false prophet, and because he sought to keep others from 

obtaining the righteousness of God, which was in Christ alone.  And finally, he asks, "Will you 

not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?"  As a false prophet, he was perverting the 

truth, and thereby, causing others to go down a crooked and perverse path.  And here, he 

continued to do that, by contending with the Word of God; the Gospel of Jesus Christ, presented 

by Paul and Barnabas.  Note: John the Baptist, that true and greatest of all prophets was 

commissioned to prepare the way for Christ, calling people unto repentance; making the crooked 

paths straight.  And so, here, Paul strongly rebukes Elymas, for doing the very opposite work, 

perverting the straight ways of the Lord, by speaking falsely concerning the truth of God, which 

is able to save sinners.  [See, that there is a place for calling the blatantly wicked out, when their 

evil intentions are made clear.  Consider Peter, with Simon the Sorcerer, as well] 

 "And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing 

the sun for a time.  And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking 

someone to lead him by the hand" (vs. 11). 

 The one, who deceived others, and who was presently seeking to deceive the proconsul, 

was temporarily cursed with blindness, himself.  As he blinded others, so he would not see the 

sun for a time.  And he, who wanted others to depend upon him for guidance, would now, 

himself, depend upon others for guidance, needing to be led by the hand, from place to place.  

Elymas is knocked off of his high horse, given the (gracious) opportunity to stop and ponder his 

wicked ways, and his own frail humanity.  Consider three things about this judgment:  

 1) It resembles what happened to Paul, when he was on the road to Damascus.   

 2) It represents the "partial hardening" and the spiritual blindness, of the Jews (See later 

in the chapter as well).  The Jews were yet offered the hope of seeing (Rom. 11). 
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 3) It's temporal nature, conveys a gracious aspect to the judgment.  It is not permanent.  

Elymas would see again, physically.  Would he see spiritually?  What happens from here?  [Jesus 

to the religious leaders, "If you were blind, you would see, but because you say you see, you are 

blind..." 

 

 "Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being astonished at the 

teaching of the Lord" (vs. 12). 

 Nothing can keep the Lord's sheep, from hearing His voice.  Christ, the Head of the 

church, and the Ruler of the world, intervenes, and deals with the hindrance.  Let us always be 

reminded of, and rejoice in, the sovereignty of God.  Nothing can stop His work (The religious 

leaders, Paul, Herod, Elymas...etc). 

 Note: The Gentile proconsul sees, but the Jewish false prophet is blinded.  What he 

sees/witnesses with Elymas, helps solidify the authenticity of the teaching.  However, what 

astonished him is the teaching of the Lord, and not the miraculous judgment. 

 

Amen!!! 


