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2 Corinthians 5:9–10 

9  Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.  

10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 

bad. 

 

The Bema Seat 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Paul tried to make his readers in Corinth understand his motivation in ministry. He 

showed us the unseen reality in verse 1-8 of 2 Corinthians 5. When we are separate 

from our body in death, we are immediately in the very presence of the Lord in heaven. 

 

 But in this present life we need to recognize how this future glory affects our present 

life. So, Paul wrote how each one of us must appear before the Bema seat of Christ. 

What is this all about? We will try to discover the answers in our study this morning. 

  I. Our Desire (v. 9) 

II. Our Destiny (v.10) 

 

 I. Our Desire (v. 9) 

 

A. We always strive to be well pleasing to God.  

2 Corinthians 5:9    “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to 

be well pleasing to Him.”  

 

B. This should be the goal of our existence and service for the Lord. Why? 

 

II. Our Destiny (v.10) 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10    “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad”  

 

A. We read about God’s judgment of the world over and over again in the Bible. For 

example, the Apostle John describes the scene in Revelation 20:11-12.  

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I 

saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. 
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And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 

judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” 

 

1. God must judge the unbelieving and Christ rejecting world because God is 

holy and His holiness demands justice. 

 

2. But this is not a judgment of the Christ rejecting world. This is a judgment of 

believers. The Apostle Paul put himself in this picture.  

(v.10)    “We all must appear before the bema seat of Christ.”  

This is a judgment of Christians, of believers. How can this be? 

 

B. We know that believers are forgiven of all their sins. This is true. Remember 

Hebrews 10:17–18?  

“Then He adds, ‘Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.’ 

Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.”  

Our sins are put away. Another of my favorite verses in Hebrews is 9:24-26.  

“For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies 

of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 

not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy 

Place every year with blood of another—He then would have had to suffer often 

since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has 

appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”  

The bottom line is we know that this is not a judgment of sin. 

 

C. Then what is this judgement? I think a real clue is found in two places in Paul’s 

first letter to the Corinthians. I Corinthians 3 and 1 Corinthians 4. 

 

1. In 1 Corinthians 3:10-13, we read of a judgment upon the works of believers.  

“According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder 

I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed 

how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is 

laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; 

for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 

each one’s work, of what sort it is.”  

Are these rewards that will be ours in the millennium or in eternity? I do not know. 

I do know that if all we have built into our lives is wood, hay, and stubble, will 

wish we had invested our lives with our eyes on eternity.  

 

2. 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 is about how the Corinthians should look at the Apostle 

Paul. We read there:  

“Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries 

of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. But with 
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me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In 

fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am 

not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing 

before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden 

things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise 

(if there is any) will come from God.”  

If we were to ask Paul who he was he would not reply, “I am the greatest church 

planter in history. I am the father or grandfather of virtually every church in the 

Roman Empire.”  He would have said, I am a servant, a slave, or as he wrote in 

Ephesians 3:8.  

“To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I 

should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,”  

Paul did not put on false modesty. He wanted his “well-done” to come from 

God. 

 

D. Because of all of this Paul strove to be well-pleasing to God. 

 

What do we take away from this? 

 

1.)  We must never lose the wonder of the pronouncement in Romans 8:1.  

“There is therefore no more condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

Our sins are gone! Are your sins forgiven? They can be. This is what we celebrate in 

our Lord’s Table celebration. 

 

2.) If we serve the Lord well we will hear, “well done faithful servant.”  Contrary to 

what you may have heard, God is very interested in how we live in this present world. 

 

3.) While we spend a great deal of time to ensure others think highly of each of us, the 

only opinion that will matter when we leave this life is Christ’s. 

 

Hymn  #208  Alas and Did My Savior Bleed 


