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Romans 10:5–13 

5  For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does 

those things shall live by them.”  

6  But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 

ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above)  

7  or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  

8  But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, 

the word of faith which we preach):  

9  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 

has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  

10  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 

made unto salvation.  

11  For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”  

12  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich 

to all who call upon Him.  

13  For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” 

 

The Word of Faith 

Romans 10:5-13 

 
INTRO: 
 
 What is the most important question we could ever ask? Probably it is who is the Lord Jesus 
Christ?  If this is the most important question the next important one is how can we be saved? 
How can we possess the righteousness that comes by faith? Paul introduced this righteousness 
in Romans 4 reporting how Abraham believed God and He counted it as righteousness. 
(Romans 4:3) What does that kind of faith look like for someone like us born in the New 
Testament dispensation? In essence this is what Paul described in our text, Romans 10: 5-13, 
His description falls into two parts. 
  I. The Righteousness in the Law and The Righteousness Of Faith (v. 5-8) 
II. The Word of Faith by Which we Live (v.9-13) 
 
I. The Righteousness in the Law and The Righteousness Of Faith (v. 5-8)  
 
Romans 10:5-8    “For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, 

‘The man who does those things shall live by them.’ But the righteousness of 

faith speaks in this way, ‘Do not say in your heart, Who will ascend into 
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heaven?’(that is, to bring Christ down from above) or, ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The 

word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith 

which we preach).” 

 

A. The book of Romans is Paul’s systematic presentation of the Gospel he preaches. Paul’s 
Gospel is the Gospel taught by the Apostles. It is the Gospel of Christ and salvation which 
tells us the one way we can be right with God. In Romans, Paul’s burden also was to explain 
how his Gospel was not new. It was the Gospel that God always told them about in the Old 
Testament. It was a salvation, a justification by faith alone apart from the Law. Verse 5 is a 
summary statement of what the Bible says to those who try to attain righteousness through 
the Law. It was simply, do this and live. 

 
B. However, righteousness through faith taught something different.  

vs.6-8  “But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, ‘Do not say in your 
heart, Who will ascend into heaven?’(that is, to bring Christ down from above) 
or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ 
(that is, the word of faith which we preach).”  

 
1. Responding in faith is not doing something. His illustration taken from Old Testament 
describes how we do not need to go get Christ from heaven or resurrect Him from the 
dead, we must just believe. 
 
2. To sum up, the righteousness from faith is ours by believing in Christ to save us. This 
“word produced by our faith” is a word that is in our hearts and in our mouths. 
 

II. The Word of Faith by Which we Live (v.9-13) 
 

A. What is this “word of faith?”  Verse 9-13 answer the question.  
“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For ‘whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved.’” 

 
B. The word of faith that is in our mouths and our hearts is clear. Paul wrote this in one 
order and then flipped the coin over and restated it in another order. There are two parts 
but there is only one event here. Jesus Himself reminded us, “out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaks” (Mark 12:34). The confession comes out of a heart that 
believes.  
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1. First, what does the mouth confess? (v.9)“That if you confess with your mouth 

the Lord Jesus.” What does it mean to confess, the Lord Jesus? This is a confession 

from a convinced heart that Jesus is Lord (God). In other words, the Lord Jesus is all that 

the Bible claims Him to be. In the early church there was an emperor cult and folks were 

required to say Caesar is Lord and Christians would die before they would say this. In the 

same way this was more important than simple words. Do you remember Paul’s 

assertion in 1 Corinthians 12:3?  

“Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls 

Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy 

Spirit.” 

Confessing the Lord Jesus with our mouths can only happen because the Spirit of God 

worked in our hearts. 

 
2. Second, we must believe with our hearts.  

v.9   “And believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved.”  

What does it mean to believe with our hearts? We tend to think the heart is just the 
seat of our emotions. However, in the New Testament it is also the seat of our minds, 
emotions, and decisions. The heart is the real us. So, believing in our hearts means a 
faith that has taken control of us. How does this work? This is a commitment to trusting 
Christ alone to save us. Some have never done this. 
 

C. Now Paul is going to explain this word driven by our faith which will save us.  
v.9   “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.”  

Salvation is first, last and always by faith alone. Paul underlines this by asserting again the 
word is because of faith. When we commit and confess, we are saved. 
 
D. “But I am a Jew, or I am special, this doesn’t apply to me does it?” Paul replied 
to those who thought this way.  

v.11  “For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord 
over all is rich to all who call upon Him.”  

Jews and Gentiles are all saved the same way. We also never need to fear that somehow 
our reservation to eternity with Christ will be misplaced.  
 
E. Here is God’s promise.  

v.13   “For ‘whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.’”  
 

What do we do with all of this? We make sure we have committed our salvation to Christ alone. 
If we have, we have no reason to doubt. 
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Acts 16:31 says, “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.’”  Paul and Silas did not tell Philippian Jailor that he must 
have a cup of faith or he would not be saved. Seven-eighths of a cup was not enough. The 
question is how much faith we need to merit eternal life, it is do we believe God has raised the 
Lord Jesus from the dead and do we trust Christ alone to save us? 

 


