
Mk. 10:13-16  “Permit the Children”

For the Children: Imagine that I invite all the children of the church to my place for an ice-cream.  But then the next 
week, I announce that I want all the children thrown out of the church.  Wouldn’t that be confusing?  One moment  I’m 
friendly, the next moment I push the children away.  The Lord showed His love for the children by picking them up and 
blessing them.  He said “Don’t push them away!”  He was unhappy with His disciples for trying to send them away.  He 
even used them as an example of how the adults should be in their trust of Him.  And He certainly did not confuse 
everyone by pushing them out of His church and Kingdom later!  Questions: What was the problem with the disciples’ 
view of God’s Kingdom?  Why are covenant-children important?   How can believers today show the importance of the 
covenant-children?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Wrong Attitude to Covenant-Children
• The Disciples’ Rebuke: The disciples were trying to prevent little children (“babies,” Lk. 18:15) from being 

brought to Jesus for Him to bless.  Perhaps they wanted to spare the Lord, or free Him up for “higher” 
priorities.  They even rebuked the parents or others who brought the children

• Seen But Not Heard: The implication is that the disciples did not see children as of great importance in God’s 
kingdom – a “children should be seen but not heard” attitude

• A Wrong View of the Kingdom: Behind this lies a faulty view of the Kingdom of God – its nature, entrance 
into it and rank within it.  Since man is a sinner who must be given entrance into the Kingdom by grace, there 
should be no arguing about rank (9:33-37), no looking down on “nobodies” (9:38-41).  See also 9:36-37, 42

Second Point: The Importance of Covenant-Children
• The Disciples Rebuked: The importance of covenant-children in the Kingdom is seen in the Lord’s indignation 

at the disciples’ behavior.  It is reinforced by His “Truly, truly, I say to you…”  Also by His command (“permit 
them”) and prohibition (“do not hinder them”)

• Reasons for This Importance: All children are important as examples of the vulnerable, who should be 
protected out of love of neighbour and of God’s justice.  But covenant-children are part of God’s Kingdom, 
and protected by His Law.  They are also important as models of the Kingdom

• To Such As These: The point is not that all children are automatically in the Kingdom, but that they teach us 
about the nature of the Kingdom.  Hence the focus is on “such as these” rather than on “these children” in 
particular.  Children illustrate the humility, dependency and trust needed to receive the free gift of the Kingdom 
in child-like faith.  Since we are all helpless due to our sin, all “nobodies” in ourselves, the “least” – the 
children -  provide the best illustration of these truths

Third Point: The Lord Blesses the Covenant-Children
• In His Arms: The Lord does not use the children in an impersonal way as mere teaching-models.  He shows 

His tender, personal love for even the least in His Kingdom, by taking them in His arms

• A Covenant Blessing: This blessing was a covenant-blessing – it is based on the covenant-promise to Abraham 
and his descendants (Gen. 17).  This old-covenant-blessing is here tied to Christ as its Source – a new-covenant 
insight.  It does not mean that the children were all born again or saved.  It does mean that the Lord regarded 
them as covenant-children at that time

• Significance for Infant Baptism: Some might say that the children were still in the covenant at this point 
because the Lord had not finished His work yet.  However, making such a strong point about valuing the 
children,  using them as a model of the Kingdom, blessing them with the covenant-blessing, and warning 
against pushing them away from Jesus – all this so close to the completion of His work, without any hint that 
things were about to change – this would have been extremely confusing if the Lord were about to exclude 
children from the covenant

Conclusion:


