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‘In Defense of the Ministry’  

 

Stand – Read – Pray 

 

As we begin to look at 1
st
 Thessalonians Chapter 2, we see very clearly that 

the first 12 verses are Paul having to defending his life and ministry calling 

to those in the church at Thessalonica. Because there were false teachers, 

false prophets and false spiritual leaders who were trying to get into that 

church and who were lying to that church about Paul’s integrity and his 

ministry, and they were doing it in an attempt to ruin the church by 

destroying their confidence in the one whom God used to start that church.  

 

 

Paul loved them and they loved him, but there were some accusations and 

charges and complaints that had been brought against Paul and his ministry 

that he wanted to assure them of that were false and he has to do that, in part, 

by defending his life and ministry. 

 

 

He and Silas and Timothy, in our passage, were being accused of teaching 

error and living in self-gratification and promoting uncleanness and having 

impure motives and being deceitful. They were being accused of being men 

pleasers, people pleasers, seeking the glory of men, using flattering words as 

a pretense for their hidden greediness. To think that some people would 

accuse Paul of something like that.  

 

 

But sometimes that is a part of being in ministry, of being a Pastor or Elder 

or leader called to Shepherd God’s people to feed God’s flock, to teach 

God’s Word in ministry, you sometimes get criticized and blamed and 

accused or slandered or lied about or misunderstood or misquoted or 

misrepresented; sometimes that is what Paul had to go through.  

 



He went through it while at the church at Corinth and had to defend his 

ministry in several verses; 2
nd

 Corinthians 4: 5, 7: 2 . And how Paul deals 

with this will give great insight into how we can deal with those types of 

things in our ministries too, because we are not immune from that, just like 

Paul wasn’t and if they accused him…. He starts out in Verse 1 by saying. 

 

 

Verse One: For your yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you 

was not in vain… 

 

 

Paul starts out by appealing to what they know and what they remembered 

about Paul and the others being there with them in starting the church and 

building up the church and teaching the church. He says you yourselves 

know. 

 

 

He says in Verse two ‘as you know’, he says in Verse five ‘as you know’, he 

says in Verse 9 ‘for you remember’, he says in Verse 10 ‘you are witnesses’, 

he says in Verse 11 ‘as you know’. He says a similar thing in Chapter 3: 3-4, 

Chapter 4: 2, Chapter 5: 2.  Paul says ‘let me appeal to what you already 

know about us and our ministry’. 

 

 

He says that our coming to you was not in vain. That word ‘vain’ means 

empty or without effect or purpose or fruit. That is what the false teachers 

were saying about their ministry and the church at Thessalonica; that it was 

empty and without effect or purpose or fruit. But Paul says you know that it 

wasn’t that way, just look at how you have changed, as we looked at in 

verses 2 – 10.  

 

 

Then Paul, in Verses 2 and following, begins to share with the church at 

Thessalonica, by way of defense, what his ministry entailed and that his view 

of God as the source and power behind that ministry guided everything. 



And might I add, how we live our lives and how we effectively operate in 

ministry, whatever that ministry may be, is in direct relationship to our view 

of God as well. Notice how many times Paul refers and uses the word God 

from verses 2 – 12; 9 times.  

 

 

The first thing that Paul tells this church at Thessalonica is that his ministry 

doesn’t stop or change just because of conflict, persecution or suffering, 

either verbally or physically, because His confidence is in God. Look at 

Verse 2 

 

 

Verse 2: but even after we had suffered before and were spitefully 

treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to 

you the gospel of God in much conflict. 

 

 

Paul had confidence and boldness in God to get him through anything, 

especially the preaching of the gospel message during difficult times. He 

reminds the church at Thessalonica what happened to him and how he 

suffered during his ministry of sharing the gospel in Philippi. Review Acts 16 

 

 

Most people going through something like that might say ‘I’ve had enough, I 

don’t need this’. But Paul says we were bold in our God to speak to you 

the gospel, even in the midst of much conflict agon = agonizing. Because 

Paul knew that he could depend on God to sustain him and get him through 

any conflict because he knew how important the gospel message was. You 

know what Paul doesn’t say. ‘Well maybe the next town I go to I’ll try a 

different strategy so they’ll accept us. We’ll use some clever approach so as 

not to offend anyone and then will just slip the gospel in somewhere’.  

 

 

Paul knew that when you confront an ungodly culture with a godly message, 

you will experience that kind of conflict. He even experienced it in 

Thessalonica from the unbelieving Jews.  



In Acts 17: 5 – 9 we see that these unbelieving Jews became envious and 

took some men and gathered a mob to get Paul and Silas and Timothy to 

beat them and imprison them, but Paul was sent away by night to avoid 

them. We also see that they were accused of going against Caesar by saying 

their was another king … by the name of Jesus.  

 

 

Paul says we came to you in the boldness of God to speak the gospel to you 

just as we did in Philippi knowing that we might face the same conflict and 

suffering again. You don’t change the message to avoid conflict or offense, 

you speak the message with the boldness in God in spite of the conflict or 

offense it causes.  

 

 

One writer said ‘confident preaching doesn’t not lead to popularity, confident 

bold, biblical preaching leads to conflict which requires courage and 

boldness’. MacArthur GTY 1
st
 Thessalonians 

 

 

You see when you preach against sin and your preach judgment and you 

preach about hell and the need for salvation through Jesus Christ, you create 

conflict and opposition.  Jesus said in John 15: 18 – 20 if the world hates 

you… 

 

 

Paul’s confidence and strength to preach the gospel and continue in ministry 

in spite of the conflict, beatings and name calling, wasn’t in his own ability, 

wasn’t in his method or his cleverness but in God who could sustain him 

through the conflict. 

 

 

Where do we get our strength to do what we do? What does Ephesians 6:10 

says be strong in … the Lord and the power of His might. That is why 

Zechariah said in Zechariah 4: 6 not by might nor by power but by My 

Spirit. God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness as Paul said in  2
nd

 

Corinthians 12: 9.    



So when these false teachers and enemies of the cross couldn’t get Paul to 

stop preaching through physical conflict and suffering, because he was so 

dependent on his God, they tried to undermine his ministry through 

challenging his character and trustworthiness. Little did they know that he 

would, once again, look to God for his vindication. Look at verse 3. 

 

 

Verse 3: for our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness nor 

was it in deceit. 

 

 

Paul enemies accused him of teaching error so he says our exhortation, our 

teaching our preaching did not come from error but from the truth of God’s 

word. That word ‘error’ is planae and it is where we get our English word 

planet from. It means to wander, much like a planet does, or to roam. Paul 

was being accused of wandering or roaming from the truth and teaching 

error, but Paul says ‘no, we taught God’s gospel truth’. 

 

 

Paul told the church at Galatian in Galatians 1: 8 if we or an angel from 

heaven preach any other gospel, let them be accursed. Paul told Timothy 

in 1
st
 Timothy 6: 3 – 4 that if anyone doesn’t teach doctrine which accords 

with godliness … are destitute of the truth. He tells Timothy in 6: 20: 

guard what has been committed to you. Paul had to tell the church at 

Corinth in 2
nd

 Corinthians 2: 17 for we are not, as so many, peddling the 

word of God for gain but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 

the sight of God in Christ.  So Paul tells them ‘I am teaching God’s truth 

and not error, as you know’.  

 

 

Then Paul was also accused of uncleanness verse 3 says. That word is 

akatharasia. Cathartic means to clean and when you put an ‘a’ before it, it 

means the opposite, non clean, impure. So Paul has to defend himself and 

say, not only did I preach the truth but I also lived the truth, in purity and 

cleanness.  

 



In what way were they accusing him of being unclean or impure, they were 

accusing him of being sexually impure or unclean, immoral. That very same 

word ‘uncleanness’ is used in 2
nd

 Corinthians 12: 21, Galatians 5: 19, 

Ephesians 5: 3 and several other places for moral and sexual impurity. 

 

 

Paul would come into pagan communities and cities where sexual immorality 

and religious practices were tied closely together. There would be temple 

prostitutes who would have sex with men that came into the temple under the 

guise of having a closer experience with God because you are having a 

sexual experience with someone close to God in the temple.  

 

 

The male religious leaders would deceive women into fornication under the 

guise of getting closer to God because they are getting closer to one of God’s 

leaders. This was all going on during the time of Paul and his missionary 

journeys.  

 

 

He went to Corinth and they had the temple worship to the goddess 

Aphrodite, the goddess of love where there were thousands of priestesses in 

the temple that would prostitute themselves in the city. There was all kinds of 

immorality linked to their religious practices.  

 

 

Remember John wrote to the church at Thyatira in Revelation 2: 20 and said 

you allow that woman Jezebel who calls herself a prophetess to teach 

and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality… Immorality and 

religion were a serious problem, much like our day today. 

 

 

Peter describes these kinds of religious people, false teachers, false converts, 

in 2
nd

 Peter 3: 13 - 14 as taking pleasure in carousing in the daytime … 

and having eyes full of adultery that cannot cease from sin … they have 

a heart trained to covetous practices. And this is what they are accusing 

Paul of and so Paul has to defend himself and say ‘no this is not true’. 



He is also accused at the end of verse 3 with being deceitful. So he has to 

defend that as well. Paul says ‘I am not only preaching the truth and living 

the truth but my motives are true as well. He was a man of integrity inside 

and out.  

 

 

The idea here of being deceitful, or setting a trap is what the word means, is 

deceiving someone into following them so they can exploit them with sexual 

favors or to take their money. As a matter of fact sexual immorality, 

covetousness and deceit are all mentioned in the same verses in Romans 1: 

29. 

 

 

Do you remember that Peter said in  1
st
 Peter 5: 2 that true Shepherds of 

God’s flock are not in it for dishonest gain. Peter warns his readers later in 

2
nd

 Peter 2: 14 – 18 that the false Shepherds, the false teachers were full of 

adultery…enticing unstable souls with hearts trained toward 

covetousness … and they allure through the lust of the flesh, through 

lewdness. 

 

 

That has always been the pattern of false teachers and false religious leaders. 

You can see it in the Old Testament book of Jeremiah in Jeremiah 23 where 

he says woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My 

pasture says the Lord. Then he describes how the false prophets and 

religious leaders do it. He says their course of life is evil … they are 

profane … they commit adultery and walk in lies… 

 

 

And you say ‘how can someone who is a prophet, a priest or a minister do 

that’? Well, 2
nd

 Corinthians 11: 13 – 15 gives us the answer. For such are 

false prophets, apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 

apostles of Christ. And no wonder for Satan himself transforms himself 

into an angel of light therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also 

transform themselves into ministers of righteousness… 

 



And this is what these false teachers in Paul’s day are accusing him of doing, 

even when they are the ones doing it. Paul says ‘we exhorted you in truth, 

not in deceit, like these false prophets and teachers do and we have lived out 

the truth in our lives and our motives are pure and not deceitful. It is sad that 

Paul has to say those things to defend himself when he would rather be 

writing to them about other important issues.  

 

 

Verse 4: but as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 

gospel, even so we speak not as pleasing men but God who tests our 

hearts.  

 

 

Paul in essence tells the church at Thessalonica that our ministry has been 

approved by God. God has commissioned us to exhort you with the truth 

because He called us into the ministry and has approved of our ministry. That 

phrase has been approved is one word in the Greek and it means to be 

tested and found good or valid after testing. (ongoing approval). So if God 

approves of their ministry, then what the others are saying cannot be true.  

 

 

Paul says we are not like those self-appointed false prophets and teachers, we 

were called into the ministry by God and approved by Him. You remember 

how Paul was called into the ministry in Acts 9: 1 – 19. Review.  

 

 

And from that time on, Paul was then entrusted with the gospel, the good 

news about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and His 

atonement for our sin. That is why he said in Ephesians 3: 8 to me, who am 

less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given that I should 

preach among the gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. In 1
st
 

Timothy 1: 11 – 12 Paul said to Timothy according to the glorious gospel 

of the blessed God which was committed to my trust and I thank Christ 

Jesus our Lord who has enabled me because He counted me faithful, 

putting me into the ministry.  

 



In Titus 1: 3 Paul said that God has manifested His word through 

preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment 

of God our Savior.  

 

 

Paul says that the gospel that was entrusted to me even so we speak, not as 

pleasing me but God who tests our hearts.  

 

 

Paul was called to preach the gospel and his ministry of doing that was 

approved by God because He called him into the ministry and equipped him 

for the ministry so Paul says even so we speak. He says we are compelled 

too, we are called to, and so we speak because we speak with the authority of 

God because we are approved by Him. 

 

 

Notice that Paul says; when we speak its not as pleasing men but God who 

tests our hearts. Paul was not a man pleaser, he didn’t preach a man 

centered gospel, he preached the authority of God’s word, and when you do 

that most people aren’t going to be pleased with you, but God will; and who 

would you rather please and be pleased by. 

 

 

Paul said in Galatians 1: 10 after telling the people of that church that if they 

continued to turn away from the true gospel they would be accursed, (which 

doesn’t sound like a man pleaser to me) he says for do I now persuade men 

or God? Or do I seek to please men? For is I still pleased men, I would 

not be a bondservant of Christ.  

 

 

You see, when it comes to sharing the gospel, Paul wanted to please God 

because, he says, God tests our hearts, He knows what is in our hearts. By 

the way, that word tests is the same word as approved, dokimodzo, God 

tests our hearts and finds us valid and approved and that is all that mattered 

to Paul and that is all that should matter to us as well. Jesus said in 

Revelation 2: 23 I am He who searches the hearts and minds.. 



Read 1
st
 Corinthians 4: 1 – 5  Then Paul says in Verse 5 

 

 

Verse 5: for neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you 

know, nor a cloak for covetousness, God is witness.  

 

 

Paul now has to defend that fact that he was sharing the gospel to please God 

and not people and that he wasn’t exploiting them by using flattering 

words. He says God knows our hearts, He knows our motives and we 

weren’t saying things to flatter you.  

 

 

Biblical Flattery means to compliment someone for your own personal 

interests or gain. If you say something good about someone and you have no 

personal intent other than to compliment them, that is NOT flattery. Flattery 

is when you say something good about someone with an ulterior motive of 

personal gain. 

 

 

Psalm 12: 3 says may the Lord cut off all flattering lips…Job 32: 21 says 

let me not show partiality to anyone nor let me flatter any man … else 

my Maker would soon take me away. Proverbs 20: 19 says do not 

associate with one who flatters with his lips because as Proverbs 26: 28 

says a flattering mouth works ruin. 

 

 

Flattery is used to gain the advantage over someone and Paul says God is 

our witness, because He knows our hearts, we have not done that; like many 

false prophets and teacher did. 

 

 

Paul also says we didn’t come to you under the pretext of a cloak for 

covetousness or greed. Paul says we didn’t come covering up any greedy or 

covetous intentions.  



That word cloak in some of your version may say pretext; which means to 

hide the real intent, to cover over like a cloak the real intent. 

 

 

Paul was not a covetous, greedy man. He said in Acts 20: 33 I have coveted 

no one’s silver or gold or apparel … Everything that Paul is being accused 

of and having to defend himself against, are the very things that the false 

prophets and teachers of his day were doing.  Then he says in Verse 6 

 

 

Verse 6: nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from 

others, when we might have made demands as apostles of Christ.  

 

 

Paul says nor did we seek glory from men. We weren’t in the ministry and 

sharing the gospel for our own glory but for the glory of God. He says we 

didn’t seek glory from you or others. The only glory Paul ever sought was 

for God to be magnified and honored and praised. Paul said in 2
nd

 

Corinthians 4: 5 for we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus the 

Lord and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. That doesn’t 

sound like someone seeking glory. Read 1
st
 Corinthians 9: 16 – 18 

 

 

Paul says ‘we could have made demands on you as apostles of Christ but 

we would never assert our authority for our own glory.   

 

 

So Paul, in Verses 1 – 6 has to defend his life and ministry and the 

accusations and assertions that he is just like the false prophets and teachers 

and spiritual leaders, and he defends himself well. I am going to stop here 

because next week we are going to see how Paul, after defending him life 

and ministry, begins to affirm what his life and ministry was to the people he 

so dearly loved. 

 

 

Closing prayer  
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