
The Evil of No-Fault Divorce (Matt. 5:31-
32) 

Exposition 
Necessary provision of divorce 

In a perfect world without sin, there would be no need for divorce.  But because men and 

women are imperfect there are times when their sin brings about circumstances in which 

divorce is necessary.  In the Old Testament there was provision for divorce (Deut. 24:1-4).  This 

provision was meant to keep marriages together. 

Wicked promotion of divorce 

The scribes and Pharisees had twisted this provision meant to prevent marriage break-up and 

used it instead to break marriages up.  They appealed to this law to say that if a man did not 

want his wife for trivial reasons, really any reason (Matt. 19:3), they could divorce them, as long 

as they gave her a bill of divorcement.  They turned this provision of Deuteronomy 24 as a tool 

to promote divorce, not to restrain divorce.   

Serious warning against divorce 

The Lord Jesus warns us that if a married couple for any other reason than one, it will lead to 

adultery.  If a marriage breaks up for reasons of incompatibility or irreconcilable differences, and 

the woman is married again, she is in God’s eyes still the first man’s wife and therefore guilty of 

committing adultery.  And if the man remarry again, he too will be guilty of adultery because in 

God’s eyes, the first woman is still his wife.  And God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16).  “Divorce on 

unbiblical grounds complicates sin rather than cures it, and may implicate others in sin rather 

than absolve them.”    

Only ground for divorce 

The only ground for divorce is adultery (Matt. 5:32; 19:9).  The sin of adultery does something to 

a marriage.  It breaks the one-flesh union and harms like no other sin, with lasting 

consequences (1 Cor. 6:16).  True, where there has been adultery, there can be repentance, 

reconciliation and restoration, and that is what we should seek for.  But if there is no 

repentance, and breaking with the sin, then divorce may be pursued, and it confirms what has 

been already ended.  It leaves the innocent party to remarry if they wish.  In the Old Testament, 

the guilty party was stoned to death, and the marriage was ended then, with the innocent party 

free to marry again (Rom. 7:2).  Death severs the marriage bond and so does adultery.   



Application 
Let us be convinced of the evil of adultery.  It degrades intimacy and makes what God has 

intended to be good and wonderful into something cheap, ugly and cruel.  It destroys trust 

because promises and commitments have been made which are broken.  It damages others: 

innocent spouse, children, and it leaves behind a trail of heart-ache and pain.  Plus what 

damage it causes in our society!  It dishonours God.  We need to be convinced of the evil of 

adultery, and it calls us to keep our hearts with all diligence (Prov. 4:23), make us covenant not 

to look lustfully upon a maid (Job 31:1), make us pray: “turn thou mine eyes from beholding 

vanity” (Ps. 119:137), calls us to flee youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22).    

Let us seek strong, healthy and loving marriages.  The best prevention to divorce is strong 

and loving marriages.  Our marriages should seek to reflect the marriage between Christ and 

His church: tender love, loving submission, marked by a spirit of self-denial and service, 

showing mutual respect and love, doing not just the big things right, but the little things (Eph. 5; 

Mt. 6:24; Jn 13:14).  We need to keep short accounts with each other, confess our sins one to 

another and forgive one another, seeking the grace of the great Uniter in marriage (Js 5:16; 

Eph. 4:32; Eccl. 4:12).  And when the going gets tough because of trials and difficulties, we 

need to be there for one another.  This also should instruct young people considering whom to 

marry.  JC Ryle: “It is only too true, that inconsiderate marriages are one of the most fertile 

causes of unhappiness, and too often it may be feared, of sin.”   

Let us remember that where sin abounded, grace did much more abound (Rom. 5:20).  

Adultery and unscriptural divorce is damaging to others and dishonouring to God with its scars, 

but not necessarily everything that should be said.  True, God hates divorce.  But when He says 

that He hates divorce, “He does not say that with the furious pointed finger of a judge, but with 

the broken-hearedness of one who has experienced the devastation of betrayal at the hands of 

his beloved.”  And remember there is the grace of forgiveness with Him (Ps. 130) and 

restoration.   

 

Discussion Questions 

1. In marriage difficulties (perhaps leading to divorce), often people are more concerned 

with “can I get out of this marriage?”  What does the Lord Jesus impress upon us in 

Matthew 5:31-32 & Matthew 19:1-9?   

2. How does this subject show us again our need to live by the scriptures?  In singleness, 

at the beginning of marriage, with trials in marriage, etc?   

3. What does it mean to say that God is faithful?  How does this show us how to behave in 

marriage?   

 


