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On January 14, 2005… Shane Maixner… a 27-year-old risk-taker… and 

four of his friends… drove to the Canyons ski resort… outside Park City, 

Utah.  They rode the ski lift… hiked up to the backcountry gate… went 

through the gate – which was posted with numerous warning signs not to 

go beyond this point…  and started snowboarding. 

The first trip down the back-country slope was so much fun… they decided 

to do it again. … But it was on their second trip down the same slopes… 

that someone in the party shouted - “Avalanche!” … … Shane Maxiner was 

unable to escape. … Two days later… they were finally able to dig his body 

out of the snow. 

The media was quick to severely criticized the “reckless out-of-bounds 

riders.” … They presented Shane as a novice… and said that he was 

unaware of the possible dangers. … But that isn’t the true story. 

Maixner and two others in his party were “avalanche-certified backcountry 

guides.” … The men owned special avalanche gear… but they didn’t bring 

any of it with them… on that fateful day.  

12 years later… in an article that I was reading… which recounted the 

story… I read something that astounds me.  After describing what 

happened to this well-trained and experienced skier… it said:  

“This is not an unusual occurrence. In fact, skiers with the most 
avalanche training are more likely to be seduced into faulty reasoning 
by factors like tracked slopes and group enthusiasm. Maixner didn’t 
die because he was a fool. Like his friends, he was lulled into letting 
his guard down.” 



2 
 

In spite of Scripture’s numerous warnings… there is a very real danger… 

that the church faces… especially if we get lulled into letting our guard 

down. 

Before we get to our passage of study for today… in Jude… I would like 

you to first turn with me to Matthew 13… 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Matthew 13:36-43 

Jesus said people will come into the community of His kingdom workers… 

(the church)… and they will look just like a regular member of the church… 

but Satan has planted them in our midst… for his evil purposes. 

As the Apostle Paul was headed to Jerusalem… for what would be the final 

time… the ship he was on… stopped at Miletus… which was close to 

Ephesus.  So he called the all elders from Ephesus to come meet with him 

on the beach of Miletus. … In a very somber speech where he tells them 

that he will never see them again… Paul gave them this sober warning… 

Acts 20:28-31 

After this… Peter wrote and warned the church… 

2 Peter 2:1-3 

The rest of Peter’s letter… which we have in our Bibles as chapters 2 and 

3… serve as a warning… and a description of those who will be coming 

into the church… being planted by Satan. 

Last week… as we began our study of Jude… I told you that Jude wrote his 

letter to the same audience… (the same group of people) that Peter wrote 
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this warning and description.  The difference is that Jesus… Paul… and 

Peter all warned that they will come.  Jude writes sometime later and says 

“They have come!  They are on the scene!  And you really need to wake 

up…”   

In each of these warnings… Jesus’… Paul’s… Peter’s… and now Jude’s… 

we are told how sneaky they are.  They will do everything to look just like 

us… and pretend to be just like us… until we are lulled into believing that 

they are.   

Now let’s open our Bibles to Jude’s letter… which you will find just before 

the Book of Revelation.  Let’s begin with the section where we left off last 

week…  We begin this morning with the second part of verse 3… 

Jude 3b-4 

Last week we dealt with our call to arms.  It is found in the second part of 

verse 3… where Jude employs the language of a military general… giving 

a command to his army… “Contend for the faith.”  …Why?  (Verse 4) 

Because Satan’s workers have infiltrated our ranks… just as we have 

repeatedly been warned… that they would.  

I agree with Warren Wiersbe… who wrote:  

“The church is always one generation short of extinction. If our 
generation fails to guard the truth and entrust it to our children, then 
that will be the end! When you think of the saints and martyrs who 
suffered and died so that we might have God's truth, it makes you 
want to take your place in God's army and be faithful unto death.” 

So last week… the message I preached was a call to arms. 
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But how do we know who it is we are to contend with…?  They creep-in 

unnoticed… Jude wrote.  … … Jesus… in His parable of the wheat and the 

weeds… indicated how they will look very much like us…  How do you fight 

an enemy you can’t recognize…?   

That is the matter our passage this morning will take up!  We will be taught 

“How to Recognize Spiritual Imposters”…  They do have common 

characteristics… and Jude lays them out for us.  … When people who 

come into our midst manifest these characteristics…  they are not to be 

allowed into positions of influence… (or given platforms)… where they can 

cause confusion… and tear ministry apart.  

In light of our many warnings in Scripture… we have to be very careful as a 

church.  … If we become lulled… as Jude sensed his original readers had 

become… we will place people into positions of influence… too quickly… 

before we can see whether or not they manifest these common elements… 

that Jude will lay out for us today.  

But let me say this… in light of the fact that we have recently experienced 

an influx of new-comers to our church.  … The elders and I… (whenever 

possible)… have enjoyed a lot of visits lately… getting to know many of  

you… and telling you about our church.  … I know that a passage like 

today’s might leave you wondering… “Why is he preaching this 

passage…?  Is he concerned about me…?”  … I am praying that those of 

you… who we have started to get to know… from a home visit… and/or 

several church events… would not feel any unnecessary awkwardness by 

today’s message… Personally… I look forward to getting to know you 

better… and seeing God’s leading and work in (and through you)… in the 

months and years to come. 
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But we… as a church… do need to be aware of what Scripture repeatedly 

warns us about… and the character traits that Jude gives us… so that 

those who present a true danger… will be less able to hide. … We are to 

be pro-active! … And next week… we will get our “work orders.”  We learn 

from that passage… just how we are to contend for the faith – in keeping 

them unsuccessful. 

The aim of the “spiritual imposter”… is to change the teaching of the 

church… by adding to… or taking away… from the once and for all 

delivered faith. (Please look at the end of verse 3 again.  It calls us to 

contend for the faith that was – what…?…… “once for all delivered to the 

saints.”)  

(LISTEN!) … The faith was once delivered to the saints. Not twice 

delivered. Not thrice delivered. It is not progressively being delivered. 

…But it was once delivered!  

Spiritual imposters so often claim that they are receiving special revelations 

today that are directly from God. … They make more out of these 

“supposed” revelations… then they do the Bible (which they give minimal 

effort to learning how to rightly divide.)  

There is no new revelation today… that has the same authority over our 

lives – as the Bible. … The body of truth… “the faith” as Jude refers to it 

here… was finalized at a point of time in history. … It was once 

delivered. God's word is complete and final. 

If you wish to argue this.. your argument is with Jude… and what he has 

written.  There can be no other understanding of what he wrote. 
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Last week was the call to arms to contend for this ONCE DELIVERED body 

of truth.  This is week is how to spot religious imposters… who try to add 

to… or take away from this ONCE DELIVERED body of truth.  And next 

week will be how to contend against religious imposters.  

So let’s get started with how to recognize them. … The first characteristic is 

one that I have already been talking about.  They are people who appear to 

have escaped out of judgment and unto life… but they really haven’t.  They 

might appear to be saved… to you and I… but eternal condemnation 

awaits them.  

Jude 5 

Jude will give us three illustrations to make his point.  The first illustration 

has us remember the destruction of many 'godless' Israelites… even after 

they had actually been brought out of slavery in Egypt by God. 

Many Israelites had experienced the exodus from Egypt… and had clearly 

seen the power of God… yet they had begun to take the grace and mercy 

of God for granted. …The book of Numbers vividly describes how time and 

again the people complained about their conditions but… more than that… 

they eventually denied God's Lordship by their actions… and turned to 

sexual sin and idolatry. It is to this that Jude now refers. 

You… no doubt remember the disbelief of the Israelites… when the spies 

returned to their camp in the desert from spying out the Promised Land. 

Ten spies were very fearful of the people already in Canaan… while 

Joshua and Caleb argued that… with God on their side… the conquest of 

the Promised Land would be possible.  
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In Numbers 14:11 we read of God's judgment on that generation. 'The Lord 

said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How 

long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I 

have performed among them?'  

Spiritual imposters may look and act like they are saved… but they really 

lack a belief and trust in God.  Their end result will be destruction. The 

seeming success of a spiritual imposter will not last. … God will have the 

last word. 

The second example of judgement that Jude draws on was probably 

specially appropriate for his particular audience and may sound a little 

strange to our ears. Jude's audience would have been well read in Hebrew 

Scriptures, of course, but they would also have been acquainted with the 

religious literature that was popular in their day, even if it was not part of 

the canon of Scripture. The example which follows is based firmly in 

Scripture and yet in its structure, style and detail seems to show 

dependence upon a book we know as the Book of Enoch which was written 

during intertestamental times, probably completed by about 200 bc. 

Jude 6 

Many Bible commentators believe that Jude was writing about an invasion 

of earth by a group of fallen angels. They point to Genesis 6:1-4 and claim 

that "the sons of God" were fallen angels who assumed human bodies… 

had sex with the daughters of men… and produced a race of giants on the 

earth… called “Nephilim.”  This was one reason that God sent the Flood. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+14%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+6%3A1-4
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I must confess that I am not fully convinced of this.  … It is true that "the 

sons of God" is a title for angels (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7)… but it is always used 

for unfallen angels. … Would the Holy Spirit… writing through Moses… call 

rebellious angels "the sons of God"? I can’t see it. 

My second problem is that angels are spirits and do not have bodies. In the 

Old Testament record… we do read of angels who appeared in human 

form… but this was not incarnation.  

Third… Jesus taught that the angels were sexless in Matt. 22:30. 

Fourth… it appears that God sent the Flood… because of what man did… 

not what angels did. … Genesis 6… verses 3… 5… and 6 read… "My Spirit 

shall not always strive with man...  And “God saw that the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth....” … “And it grieved the Lord that He had 

made man on the earth." … If this "fallen angel" view is correct, God should 

have repented that He created the angels! 

The simplest explanation of Genesis 6… is that the godly line of Seth 

(which are distinguished as "the sons of God") began to mingle with the 

ungodly line of Cain… and this broke down the walls of separation… 

resulting in compromise and eventually degrading sin… (now among all 

mankind… including Seth’s godly line of descendants…) 

Although I believe Genesis chapter 6 is best understood this way… I have 

to admit that Jude probably accepted the first view.  Most of the writings 

(just before and during the 1st Century) – which Jude and his readers would 

have been very familiar with – present “the sons of God” as fallen angels 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+1%3A6
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+2%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Job+38%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+22%3A30
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+6
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who assumed human bodies… cohabited with the daughters of men, and 

produced a race of giants on the earth.  

But regardless of which interpretation is correct (the one that I believe… or 

the one that Jude used from his popular culture… as an illustration… 

because his readers could identify with it)…  keep the main lesson in mind: 

the angels rebelled and were punished for their rebellion. 

Jude's logic is clear and his urgency dynamic: if the certainty of final 

judgment is true for angels who have rejected God's Lordship and have 

become immoral, how horrifically true it will also be for those who teach 

such things in the church of Christ. 

Jude 7 

No one can read Genesis 18-19 without clearly seeing God's hatred for sin 

and, at the same time, His patience and willingness to postpone judgment. 

The sin of Israel was rebellious unbelief. … The sin of the angels was 

rebellion against the throne of God. … The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah 

was indulging in unnatural lust. … … … Unbelief… rebellion against 

authority… and sensual indulgence… are characteristic sins of spiritual 

imposters. … But they will (in deed) be judged! 

Jude 8 

Now we get down to the nuts and bolts for identifying the harmful  

imposters. … A major characteristic… according to verse 8… is that 

eventually they reject proper authority… and they set themselves up… as 

their own authority.  … Through their actions and their words… they 

challenge authority in the church.  … Now church authority sometimes 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+18-19
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needs to be challenged.  It is not above scrutiny and accountability.  But 

there is a right way to challenge it… when it needs to be… and spiritual 

imposters ignore the proper way. … They don’t raise their “concerns” about 

leadership and their decisions - TO THE LEADERS.  No!  They seek out 

listening ears among the congregation and create divisions.  They use all 

sorts of justifications to do so.  “I just want you to pray about this…”  “I just 

need someone to talk to… and you seem to be such a level headed 

person…”  

Another major characteristic that verse 8 gives to us… is that they rely on 

their dreams.  They are led more by their visions… then they are by the 

Word of God. … They do not focus primarily on the faith that was once for 

all delivered to the saints – the Bible!  You hear more from them about their 

“God-told-me” or “the Spirit-revealed to me” messages.   

Now… We cannot simply dismiss visions altogether.  I am not saying God 

will never again speak to us in this manner.  God may still choose to 

communicate to his people by this means. … But I can confidently say 

these two things: … 1) We must insist that any claimed visionary or 

prophetic message must conform to the truth of God revealed in Scripture.  

It must be subject to scrutiny by other Christians.  2)  We must insist that 

the life of the person claiming to have visionary or prophetic messages… 

conforms to the truth of God revealed in Scripture.  Do they consistently 

live a life of humble obedience to the Lord and His Word – in an obvious 

manner…? 

 

What blasphemy it is… to say that you are hearing direct messages from 

God – and there is little to no evidence of any true spiritual relationship and 
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walk with God… beyond some chosen words that you think make you look 

spiritual.  Blasphemy is another characteristic that is brought up in verse 8.  

And blasphemy… by the way… involves much more than taking God's 

name in vain… though that is at the heart of it. … A person blasphemes 

God when he takes God’s Word lightly.  Living in a dream-world of unreality 

and delusion… that relies on “God-told-me messages”… rather than living 

the dictates of God’s Word… is (plain and simple) blasphemy.       

 

Blasphemy takes the Word of God too lightly… and as the next verse 

shows us… it also takes oneself too seriously. 

Jude 9 

This is a very troublesome verse for preachers and Bible commentators 

today.  Nowhere in the Bible… except right here in Jude 9… do all these 

references come together. 

But… Jude’s original readers did have another piece of Jewish writing… 

that was well known to them… called “The Testament of Moses” and it 

does have all of these references – which Jude pulls up to use as an 

illustration for his first century audience.  

We only have a late Latin version of this document… but Clement of 

Alexandria… Origen… and other early Christian teachers and writers seem 

to have had a complete and longer writing…from which… it is easy to 

believe… Jude used here. 

He did this… it seems… because his readers regarded it so highly. Jude 

was… in effect… using their own material… as an effective means to 

communicate his point.  “Here is a book you know well… it teaches the 
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same point that I am trying to make. No… It isn’t Scripture… but it contains 

a principle that is useful.”  

In citing “The Testament of Moses” or the “Book of Enoch”… Jude does not 

give them any more authority… than I might give to Warren Wiersbe… or J. 

Vernon McGee… or to John Calvin… when I recognize that on a particular 

verse… any one of these writers (who you might know and trust) has an 

insight that is useful.  

The story from “the Testament of Moses” (which Jude appears to quote 

from)… was clearly based on Scripture… but included other details.  Moses 

died before entering the Promised Land. And according to this quoted 

source… God used the archangel Michael to bury Moses in some unknown 

place. … Satan… however… with his usual malice and antagonism 

towards God's people… accused Moses of being a dreadful sinner for 

murdering an Egyptian… and therefore sought to deny Moses a proper 

burial. … This slanderous accusation was made before Michael who… 

instead of rebuking Satan himself… responded by saying to Satan: 'The 

Lord rebuke you!' … When Satan finally left… Michael took the body and 

buried it in a place that no one knows. 

The devil was acting under his own usurped authority. Michael was diligent 

about carrying out the orders of God and Satan was just as diligent to 

hinder him. However… Michael contends faithfully against the devil… 

never wavering and never using his own authority. … He did not DARE to 

bring against him a railing accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you".  
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So here is the point Jude wants to make: Our authority to contend for the 

faith is a delegated authority. We must rely on God… and the authority of 

His Word (which has been delivered once.) … But you see… spiritual 

imposters operate in the realm of their own authority. 

Arrogant speech is a dangerous thing… and so is despising the authority 

that God has established. 

Jude 10 

It is a sad fact that many people throughout history have claimed to have 

spiritual insights and have often led people astray, when actually they have 

nothing except the experience of following their instincts. Instincts bring 

them closer to the world of unreasoning animals ('brute beasts') than the 

world of the Spirit and the things of God.   

Jude next launches into another set of three examples… to vividly show the 

enormity of this sin… and how condemned spiritual imposters are… 

Jude 11 

Cain rebelled against God's way of salvation. …  By clothing Adam and 

Eve with the skins of slain animals… God made it clear that the only way of 

forgiveness… is through the shedding of blood. … The shedding of blood is 

the way of faith… not the way of good works. … But Cain rejected this 

divinely authorized way… and came to the altar with the fruits of his own 

labor. … “See what labored with my own hands to produce…?” God 

rejected Cain's offering because the "way of Cain" is the way of religion 

without faith.  It is an attempt of righteousness… based on own’s own 

works. The "way of Cain" is the way of pride, a man establishing his own 
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righteousness and rejecting the righteousness of God that comes through 

faith.   

Balaam is the next example.  Balaam tried to sell his gift of prophecy for 

money.  The way of Balaam is the attempt to merchandise ministry – for 

personal gain and attention.   

Korah's story is told in Numbers 16:1-35. He "became insolent and rose up 

against Moses"… leading 250 other prominent Israelites in rebellion 

against Moses' leadership. … In response… God caused the earth to open 

up and swallow Korah… his followers… and their households. …  Korah 

became "a warning sign" to Israel.  It was to those who might be tempted to 

rebel against the Lord and his appointed leaders… 

Jude 12 

The mariner who is unaware of the hidden rocks can quickly wreck his ship. 

The pilot must always be alert, for waters that look calm and safe can 

contain treacherous reefs. 

In terms of our looking out for spiritual imposters… who are like hidden 

rocks… or treacherous reefs… here are some more characteristics that will 

reveal them to us. 

Instead of shepherding the flock and caring for the needs of the people… 

these dangerous imposters only take care of themselves.  False shepherds 

use and abuse people in order to get what they want. … These selfish 

shepherds do all of this "without fear." … They are an arrogant lot! … This 

is the difference between a true shepherd and a hireling: the true shepherd 

cares for the sheep… while the hireling cares only for himself (or herself.) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+16%3A1-35


15 
 

They are also like clouds that promise rain… but fail to produce… are a 

disappointment to the farmer whose crops desperately need water. The 

apostates look like men and women who can give spiritual help… and they 

boast of their abilities… but they are unable to produce. 

Legitimate kingdom workers in God’s kingdom feed others by teaching 

God’s Word.  But spiritual imposters have nothing to give.  Not only are 

they fruitless… but they are also rootless.  (They have been plucked up by 

the root and are twice dead.) 

Jude 13 

Jude compared the imposters to "raging waves of the sea" not because of 

their power, but because of their pride and arrogant speech. "They are 

loud-mouthed boasters" (as verse 16 says). Like the swelling of the sea, 

they make a lot of noise, but what do they produce? Have you ever walked 

along the beach the morning after a storm and seen the ugly refuse that 

has been deposited on the shore? 

Jude may have had Isaiah 57:20 in mind: "But the wicked are like the 

troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt." All 

that the "great swelling words" of the imposters can produce is foam and 

flotsam! … What they boast about… they really ought to be ashamed of! 

Verse 13 also calls them wandering stars.  This refers to shooting stars 

which make a beautiful and brilliant show, but last for only a few minutes 

and then disappear into the darkness. This is a picture of the apostate who 

puts on a good show for now but will ultimately be cast into outer darkness. 

Jude 14-15 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Isa+57%3A20
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It will be a personal judgment: God Himself will come to judge the world. He 

will not send a famine or a flood, nor will He assign the task to an angel. He 

Himself will come. This shows the seriousness of the event, and also its 

finality. 

Finally… verse 16 completes the description… for us to recognize spiritual 

imposters… 

Jude 16 

They murmur and complain… trying to elicit a dissatisfaction within others.  

They will grumble and gripe one minute… and the next… they try to give 

you a “God-told-me” message. … Murmuring and complaining will not bring 

God’s blessing… and it does not mark a person as spiritual. 

Philippians 2:14-15 (ESV)  
Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world, 

A crooked and twisted generation is characterized by grumbling and 

murmuring and disputing. 

Spiritual imposters grumble and murmur… They also boast about 

themselves… and they also show favoritism to gain advantage.  Showing 

favoritism means flattery.  They use flattery to manipulate others.  They go 

around flattering people… for the purpose of using them later on. 

Jude has warned us… and told us what to look for.  But sometimes we get 

so pre-occupied with the work of the church… that we don’t notice what we 

are supposed to see.    
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Psychologist Richard Wiseman… wrote about a fascinating experiment that 

sought to understand why we often don’t notice what we should. 

In this experiment… volunteers watched a 30-second video of two teams 

playing basketball and were asked to count the number of times one of the 

teams passed the ball. What they weren't told was that halfway through the 

video, a man dressed in a gorilla's suit would run onto the court, stand in 

front of the camera, and beat his chest. Amazingly only a few of the 

volunteers spotted the man in the gorilla suit. Most of the volunteers were 

so intent on counting passes that they completely missed the gorilla. 

Wiseman concluded that most people go through life so focused on the 

immediate task at hand they completely miss gorilla moments.  

If we aren't careful… we can be so fixated on our own spiritual tasks or 

ministry pursuits… that we miss the many warnings God has given us in 

His Scripture.  … If we aren’t careful… spiritual imposters can come in… 

and attempt to destroy and tear us apart. 

Next week… our passage will focus on how we are to contend for our faith.  


