
SERMON OUTLINE 

 

In Mark 12:28-34 we are shown a 4-fold discussion that unfolds the truth about the most important 

commandment of all. 

 

I. A scribe asks Jesus a question: “Which commandment is the most important of all?” (v. 28). 

 

II. Jesus answers the question: 

 

 A. Love God: 

 

  1. Love the only true God (v. 29). 

 

2. Love him with every part of yourself (v. 30). 

 

 B. Love your neighbor as yourself (v. 31). 

 

III. The scribe agrees with Jesus: 

 

 A. Love God: 

 

 1. Love the only true God (v. 32). 

 

2. Love him with every part of your self (v. 33a). 

 

 B. Love your neighbor as yourself (v. 33b). 

 

IV. Jesus applies His answer and silences his enemies (v. 34). 

  



 

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, March 6, 2016                                        Passage: Mark 12:28-34 

Memory Passage: Mark 12:29-31 

 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 12:28-34. Who did the scribe hear “disputing with one another?” 

(b) What is different about the way this scribe approaches Jesus compared to the way others approached Jesus in chapter 12? 

(c) Do you think the scribe’s question was wise? Why or why not? 

(d) If you were in this scribe’s position, and were able to ask Jesus one question, what would it be?  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 12:28-34, Deut. 4:32-40, 6:1-9. Record what you learn from Deuteronomy 4 & 6 about (1) obedience, (2) 

love, (3) God’s claim about Himself, (4) our responsibility to our children, & (5) blessings for obedience. 

(b) Jesus quotes the Shema from Deut. 6:4 (Shema is a transliteration of the Hebrew word translated “to hear”). What does 

this have to do with the most important commandment Jesus gives in Mark 12:29-30? 

(c) How does Mark 12:30 differ from Deut. 6:5? Is this important? Why or why not?  

(d) What does it mean for you to love God with all of your heart? With all of your soul?  

(e) What does it mean for you to love God with all of your mind? With all of your strength? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Mark 12:28-34, Lev. 19:18, Rom. 13:8-10, Gal. 5:14, James 2:8, & 1 John 4:10-11, 19. What do Moses, Jesus, 

Paul, James, and John teach concerning the importance of loving one’s neighbor in relation to obeying the law? Do they agree 

or disagree with each other? 

 

(b) Read Ephesians 5:28-30. Make a list of all the ways you love yourself. Are any of these ways unbiblical? If so, how can 

you adjust your view of yourself to be more biblical?  

 

(c) Who qualifies as your “neighbor?” On what basis do you base your answer? 

 

(d) Make a list of all the ways you can, should, and must love your neighbor as yourself if you are to obey this command.  

 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Mark 12:28-34. What does the scribe’s answer reveal about his understanding of his status compared with Jesus’? 

(b) In what ways does the scribe’s answer differ from Jesus’ answer? In what ways is his answer the same as Jesus’ answer? 

(c) Why do you think the scribe mentions the sacrificial system? Why do you think Jesus did not? 

(d) Does Jesus find fault with the scribe’s answer? What was “wise” about the scribe’s answer? 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Mark. 12:28-34. Explain Jesus’ response, “you are not far from the kingdom” (v. 34). In other words, why was he 

close, and what did he need to do to gain the kingdom? 

(b) Though we are not told in the text, do you think this man ever entered the kingdom? What facts guided your answer? 

(c) Why does this answer cause the religious leaders to fear asking Jesus anything else?  

(d) What is the relationship between loving God and loving your neighbor? Can you love God without loving your neighbor? 

Why or why not? 
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