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To Pergamos 
Revelation 2:12-17 

 
INTRO: 
 
 While Smyrna and Ephesus fought each other for the privilege of being considered the best 
city in the Roman Province of Asia, Pergamos was Asia’s capital city. Pergamos was the seat of 
learning, housing a library that rivaled the library in Alexandria. It was dominated by a hill 
populated with four temples to four pagan gods. Like Smyrna it was committed to Emperor 
Worship, building a temple to Caesar Augustus in the third decade BC. The Lord of Glory 
dictates His third letter to this church. 
  I. The Writer (v. 12) 
 II. Commendations and Condemnations (v. 13-16) 
III. The Promise (v. 17) 

 
I. The Writer (v. 12) 

A. “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He 
who has the sharp two-edged sword.’”     Revelation 2:12 

The Lord Jesus identifies Himself by describing the two-edged sword which comes out of His 
mouth. 

 
B. This is the power and authority of His Word. Everything was created through Him and it 
was created by the spoken Word of God. 

 
II. Commendations and Condemnations (v.13-16) 
 

A. Our Lord gets right to the point.    (v. 13-16) 

“I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold 
fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was 
My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. But I have a 
few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, 
to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. Thus you also 
have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. Repent, 
or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My 
mouth.”  

First, He detailed the things for which He commended them. 
 

1. Our Lord knew they lived in a difficult place and time.    (v. 13a) 

“I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is.”  
We are not all privileged to live in a place that is tolerant of Christians. 
 
2. The Lord Jesus commends the folks of the Pergamon church for their faithfulness and 
steadfastness in holding to the truth.     (v. 13b)  
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“And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in 
which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells.”  

The church at Pergamos had a good group of faithful folks who were faithful even to 
death like Antipas. We need to remember the faithful when we look at the ones our 
Lord condemns in this church. 
 

B. John wrote in verses 14-15; 

“But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which thing I hate.”  

Two groups were singled out as those our Lord hated. 
 

1. Those who follow the doctrine of Balaam. This was probably not their official name, 
however the Lord labeled their heresy as the same kind as Balaam’s. Balaam was a 
prophet (a kind of rent-a-prophet in the Old Testament). He was hired by Balak the 
Moabite king to curse Israel. He could not curse them but pronounce a blessing on 
them. Yet, Balaam was not defeated, he sold Balak on the idea of tempting Israel with 
foods offer to pagan idols and sexual immorality. This brought God’s holy justice down 
on those who sinned in Israel and many died. There were pagan temples with ready 
food offered to idols to sell or give away and many opportunities for sexual sin in the 
pagan worship. 
 
2. The second problem were the Nicolaitans, whom no one today seems to be able to 
identify. Whatever they were the Lord Jesus hated them. 
 

C. Verse 16 is a call to turn from these evils. 
“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the 
sword of My mouth.”  

These folks who were involved with paganism and the Nicolaitans needed to turn away 
from their sin and embrace the truth again. 
 

1. God knows the trouble we see. He understands the pressures we face in the places 
Satan controls. He understands when we are alone in serving God in the workplace. He 
knows when we are faithful. 
 
2. Those who were in sin, needed to abandon their sin or the Lord would fight against 
them with His truth. God will not sit by and let evil flourish in His church. He will hold 
responsible all who lead into sin. 
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III. The Promise (v. 17) 

 
A. There is a promise for those who hold on and persist.  

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a 
white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except 
him who receives it.”  

 
B. The promise has two parts. First, the Lord promises them hidden manna. This is an 
allusion to God’s miraculous provision to meet the great need of destitute Israel wandering 
in the wilderness. With all of the opposition in Pergamos, they may have wondered, “If we 
don’t compromise with the pagans, how will we make a living?” Here the Lord promises a 
miraculous provision. 
 
C. Second, He promises to give them a white stone with a new name on it. What does that 
mean? No one seems to know. It may have been a token for entrance into a special event. 
At any rate the new name is important? Name meant character. The overcomer would 
receive a blessing or an aspect of God’s blessing that no one would know except the one 
receive it. Is it possible that this blessing is like that “full and eternal weight of glory” 
we read about in 2 Corinthians 4:17? 


