
The Deceitfulness of Riches 

• Amos 3:9-15 
• Francis Schaeffer said this in the 1970’s: “the two things that Americans are into today are affluence 

and personal peace—personal peace meaning a life that is devoid of pain and trouble and grief.”  
• The nation of Israel was no different in the 8th century B.C., which is why God sent Amos to speak to 

them them. Samaria, the capital city, is addressed in this judgment specifically because of two sins, 
which we will discuss today: The self-indulgence of the ‘haves’ and the exploitation of the ‘have-nots.’ 
Then we will look at God’s judgment. 

• The self-indulgence of the ‘haves’ 
• In the parable of the sower, Jesus said that the seed of the Word was thrown out and fell onto four 

different kinds of soil. Along the path: no chance; the birds devoured the seed before it even germinated. 
On rocky ground: no chance; though it germinated and something started to grow, it had no root, so the 
sun scorched it and it died. Among the thorns: no chance, because the thorns choked out the young plant 
and it died. On good soil: it grew and produced fruit, 30, 60, 100-fold. This prophecy against Samaria in 
Amos 3 is about the thorns, which Jesus called the “cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the desires for other things.” The people in Samaria had amassed great wealth, and had grown 
degenerate and fleshly to the point that their trust was in two things: their property and their protection, 
or their wealth and their walls.  

• They would not be protected by their wealth. 
• Look at verse 15: They had winter houses and summer houses. They had houses of ivory. They had great 

houses. Four times houses are mentioned, and it is clear that they believed then what we believe today: 
real property is a safeguard against future troubles. People talk about how investment in real estate is the 
way to go because, “They’re not making any more of it.” The people of Samaria had it going on, the 
economy was booming, and the world was their oyster. They slept on couches or beds while most of 
Israel slept on the ground. They didn’t lack for a thing. When they got tired of living in their summer 
house, they moved to their winter house. Life was good. They just had one problem, and it was 
unavoidable: God. And Amos, this pesky shepherd-turned-prophet. He says, “You like your houses? 
Well, God is going to destroy every one of them. Your summer house. Winter house. Great house, ivory 
house. They will all be laid low.” Is that because God is against people owning a home? Of course not. 
Is God against people having possessions? No! Is God mad at wealthy people? No. But when 
possessions become the trajectory of our lives, when we move from consuming to live over to living to 
consume, when we find ourselves not satisfied with our lifestyle and are willing to do whatever it takes 
to get to the next level, the next tax bracket, the next social status, whatever, then it is clear that the 
thorns have choked out the life of the plant. When we feel secure because of our wealth, we are sliding 
away from God and don’t even realize it. Wealth can never be our security. It cannot protect our souls.  

• The people in Samaria would not be protected by their wealth. Every house, every possession, every 
thing they held dear, would be destroyed.  

• They would also not be protected by their walls.  
• Verse 11. God will bring them down their defenses and plunder their strongholds. Samaria was built on a 

hill in 925 B.C, and was a powerful stronghold because of its location. Before rockets and missiles and 
air forces, when war was just a battle for ground, whoever had the high ground almost always won. 
Samaria had the high ground. It was made the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, and seemed to 
be a city that could not be taken. In fact, the Syrians besieged it in 901 B.C., twice that year, and could 
not overcome it. Now, 140 years later, the wealthy people of Samaria feel like there’s no way anything 
bad can happen to them. They have affluence, and they have personal peace, so what else do they need? 
Well, they need God. They had forgotten about God, and put their trust in their own devices and in their 
own defenses. One irony here is that you remember one of the reasons the people of Israel did not want 



to go into the Promised Land was because of their “sky-high walls.” The ten spies said in Deuteronomy 
1, “The cities are great and fortified up to heaven.”  God proved to them how foolish this fear was by 
pulling down the walls of mighty Jericho with mere trumpet blasts. But now it is the people of God who 
have built up their strongholds and hide behind them while they practice immorality and social injustice. 
God says, “Remember Jericho? Neither will you be protected by your defenses, your walls, your 
wealth.” 

• They would also not be protected by their religion. Verse 14. The people of Samaria  worshiped 
multiple gods. This is evident by the plural word, “altars.” They worshiped under every green tree and at 
every high place; they worshiped every god except the ONLY God. And just in case they think they can 
run to the true altar when trouble comes, He says, “Don’t think you will be able to run to the altar and 
grab hold of the horns, and be saved!” That happened a few times in the Old Testament. Adonijah, 
Solomon’s older brother, for example, started talking about how he should be king after his father David 
died, and then he pronounced that he was king, even though David had passed the crown to his son, 
Solomon, but Solomon had not yet been anointed by the priest. When that happened, when Solomon 
was anointed and pronounced King of Israel, Adonijah, the wanna-be- king, ran to the altar and took 
hold of the horns. These were horn-like projections on the four corners of the altar. Solomon heard about 
it and said, “If he will show himself a worthy man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the earth, but if 
wickedness is found in him, he shall die.” (1 Kings 1:52) He was spared for a little while by Solomon, 
but when he made another run at the throne, he was put to death. God says to Samaria, ‘don’t even try 
it.’ You can run and try to hold onto the horns of the altar if you like, but they won’t be there. You can 
run to your houses, but they will be gone. You can run to the city strongholds, but they will be destroyed.  

• What happens to people, or even a nation, that becomes consumed with possessions, and cares only 
about accumulating more? Verse 10: “They do not know how to do right.” It is an epidemic in our nation 
today, where people no longer ask, “What is the right thing to do?” Instead, they ask, what is the 
expedient thing to do? What will be easiest? What will be most pleasurable? Or what will be most 
profitable? We can do that in business, where we cut corners on quality, or we underpay our employees, 
or we lie to our customers about performance or warranty or price. We can do that in our families, where 
we decide that our children need things, or comfort, or fun experiences more than anything else, and we 
sacrifice doing what is hard in training and teaching and building character. We can be so busy doing 
things we think our children want that we don’t have time to do what our children need. We can do that 
in our own spiritual growth, where we choose to do what is easy and convenient in our Bible reading or 
prayers or fellowship with the church or worship or giving or serving, or even showing up in the house 
of God, and we stop asking, “But what is the right thing to do?” 

• If we stop asking what is right, then it is just a short step over into, “I don’t see anything wrong with 
doing this, or living this way.” That’s where we see… 

• The exploitation of the have-nots. 
• Look at verse 9: God says to Ashdod, which was a city of the Philistines, and Egypt, ‘Come on up here 

for a front row seat. You don’t want to miss this!’ God calls on the pagan nations to see the depth of 
depravity of the people of God in Samaria. Doug Stuart writes, “Even people long used to living off the 
labor of others (like Egypt) would be shocked to see the level of exploitation practiced in Samaria.” See 
the great tumults within her, God says, and “the oppressed in her midst.” Then in verse 10, those who 
don’t even know how to do right, “store up violence and robbery in their strongholds.” They have 
subjected their own people to slavery and hard labor, and the strength and blood of the people who have 
been subjected can be found in the bricks and mortar of the strong towers they were forced to build by 
the rich who control the city. The city built on corruption will be ransacked by God. He will send an 
adversary to surround Samaria and bring it down, as He says in verse 11. That’s exactly what happened 



in 721 B.C, when Assyria took the city and destroyed it, after a three-year siege. “The wheels of God’s 
justice turn slowly, but grind exceedingly fine.” 

• The self-indulgence of those who had means, and their exploitation of those who did not, brought 
judgment from God. It still does. 
  

• The judgment of God on Samaria 

• As we have seen already in the book of Amos, the judgment of God on disobedient nations involved 
enemy armies coming in to destroy and plunder. But look at some of the features of this judgment that 
make it distinctive. 

• First, notice God’s use of irony in verse 12. When a shepherd who did not own the sheep lost one to a 
lion, he would bring back whatever was left of the sheep to the owner. “See, here are his legs and a piece 
of his ear. You can tell they have been chewed on, and I didn’t do it.” Otherwise, he would be 
responsible for the loss. God says, “Don’t worry, you rich people in Samarai. You won’t lose all of your 
precious beds made out of ivory and all of your silk pillows and all of your fancy couches. You will be 
left a corner here and a piece, there.” Or it may be that God is also saying,  “There will be a remnant left, 
after the enemy I send comes in and destroys those who practice idolatry.” 

• Then, notice God’s call for witnesses in verse 13; He sends out subpoenas. The nation is on trial, and all 
who see what the house of Jacob, God’s own people, are doing, will testify against them. 

• Our response: what do we do with this judgment that God brought to His own family in the 8th century? 
We take heed. We make sure that we are not living to consume, and always consumed with thoughts of 
how we can get more. More wealth, more pleasure, more of what I want. It means that we examine 
ourselves, our lives, our use of the resources God has entrusted to us. We all have time, and talents, and 
treasures, which are given to us by God. As Paul said, “What do you have that you did not receive?” We 
all have one life to steward here on the earth, and again Paul says, “It is required of a steward, that one 
be found faithful.” 


