
130 - Praying for All the Saints - Ephesians 6:18 - 2017-03-05 
 
Call to Worship:  Psalm 55:1 
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 55:2-17 
Sermon:  “Praying for All the Saints”  Ephesians 6:18 
Benediction:  Psalm 55:22 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Last time, I spoke to you about why Paul would, at this point in the letter, exhort us to pray and 
watch.  We looked together at three instances of this kind of instruction in the bible. 

1. Jesus teaching us, in the Sermon on the Mount, to pray by petitioning God 
a. Help us to hallow Thy name 
b. Help us to do Thy will 
c. Let us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

2. Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane 
a. telling His disciples to watch and pray 
b. praying Himself, “Thy will be done” 

3. Paul under arrest in Rome, writing both to the Colossians and the Ephesians 
a. Give glory to Jesus Christ 
b. live in proper submission to those over you and love toward those under you in 

your daily relationships 
c. continue earnestly in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving 

 
Today we take up that doctrine, praying and watching, and consider how our Lord’s apostle 
teaches us about praying for all the saints. 
 
TEXT:  Ephesians 6:18  
 
My own translation, based on some of the published translations, and consulting the Greek text. 
With all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the Spirit, and to this same watching 
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 
 
With all prayer and supplication praying 

at all times, in the Spirit 
and 
to this same watching 

with all perseverance, and all supplication for all the saints 
 
 
 
 
 



BODY 
 

I. The Importance of the Concept of “All” in This Doctrine of Praying and Watching 
A. familiar word pas 
B. present four times, implied other times 

1. with all prayer and supplication 
2. at all times 
3. with all perseverance 
4. with supplication for all the saints 

C. our Lord’s apostle is not teaching us about the practice of some  praying and 
watching, but about the practice of all  praying and watching 

II. The Beauty in the Expression of This Doctrine of Praying and Watching 
A. The letter to the Ephesians is not poetry; but you know how sometimes there are 

poetic expressions even in the middle of prose 
1. JFK 1961 Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do 

for your country. 
2. MLK 1963 I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a 

nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character. 

B. Poetry is often hampered in translation; in this case by an ancient change in word 
order 

1. “praying” not the first word 
2. translation order of Greek retained in Wycliffe, late 1300s 
3. translation order rearranged by Luther, early 1500s 

a) Luther followed by Tyndale 
b) Tyndale followed by others 
c) others followed in KJV  
d) KJV standardized 

4. translation order re-gained in some newer translations 
a) Robert Young observed NT order (mid 1800s, published 1898) 
b) ASV 1901 used original word order, retained by NASB 1971 and 

WEB 2000 
c) NET 2005 

C. Hebrew-style parallelism 
1. two lines that are related, each amplifying the other 
2. e.g. Francis Scott Key 

a) the land of the free, and 
b) the home of the brave 
c) not exactly the same thing 

(1) land-home 
(2) free-brave 

d) yet interconnected 
(1) this land is also our home 



(2) to be free you must also be brave 
3. simplest 

a) praying 
b) watching 

4. with words that go before each 
a) with all prayer and supplication praying 
b) to this same thing watching 

5. with words that go after each 
a) praying at all times in the spirit 
b) watching in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints 

6. the two complete lines 
a) with all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the spirit 
b) to this same thing watching in all perseverance and supplication 

for all the saints 
D. Greek-style chiasm:   A,B,C, C, B, A 

1. We saw this in chapter 4 
2. A:  with all prayer and supplication - with supplication for all the saints 
3. B:  at all times - with all perseverance 
4. C:  in the spirit - unto this same thing 

III. Praying in the Spirit and Watching to the Same 
A. Praying in the Spirit 

1. here, although “all” is not mentioned, the concept is still at issue:  praying 
not with your lips or mind only, but with all of your being 

B. Watching to the Same 
1. the word here translated “watching” or “keep alert” is the Greek word 

agrupneo 
a) you hear the “a” prefix, which means “not” 
b) the word means “not sleeping” 

2. the account in Matthew of when the Lord Jesus warned His three 
disciples, in the Garden of Eden, a different word is used, one that instead 
of meaning “not sleeping” means “staying awake” 

a) in that case, it was important to keep awake and not sleep literally, 
so they could pray 

b) that is sometimes exactly what we need to do---stay awake and 
pray 

3. when the Lord Jesus did use this same word, “not sleeping,” it was clear 
He didn’t mean literally not sleeping, because He said all the way until He 
comes back, we are to watch and pray (Luke 21:36) 

4. if we do not stay alert; if we do not watch; if we get lazy in prayer 
a) perhaps we will not pray at all 
b) perhaps we will not pray in the Spirit 

(1) not from the heart 
(2) not according to His will 



IV. Praying At All Times and Watching With All Perseverance 
A. Praying at all times; on all occasions 

1. not once per day, but three times per day 
a) Psalm 55:16-17  As for me, I will call upon God, And the LORD 

shall save me.  (17)  Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, 
and cry aloud, And He shall hear my voice. 

b) Daniel 6:10  . . . Daniel . . . knelt down on his knees three times 
that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his 
custom since early days. 

2. not to acknowledge your need of Him in bad times only, but also in good 
3. not to thank Him in good times only, but also in bad 
4. not on the Lord’s day only, but every day 
5. not on special days of thanksgiving only, but every day 
6. not in the assembly only, but also 

a) with family 
b) in private 

7. not in formal, planned praying, but also in informal, spontaneous praying 
8. in every whatever 

a) every day 
b) every crisis 
c) every mealtime 
d) every week 
e) every blessing 

B. Watching with all perseverance 
1. This precisely our Lord Jesus taught by parable:  Luke 18:1-8 

a) the saint is praying at all times 
(1) verse 5 
(2) verse 7 

b) God does not grant the request for a long time 
(1) verse 4 
(2) verse 7 

c) God will answer the prayer 
2. there are temptations:  Ryle 

a) to hurry prayers 
b) to shorten prayers 
c) to be careless about prayers 
d) to omit prayers altogether 

3. but when you are watching with all perseverance, you (Barnes): 
a) have regular, planned, scheduled times of prayer 
b) pray on all occasions of remarkable providences, whether 

(1) afflictions 
(2) blessings 

c) maintain a constant spirit of prayer 



d) keep a readiness to ask of God whatever is needed 
e) remain unwearied when prayer seems unanswered 

4. so let the saints who are praying at all times also watch unto it with all 
perseverance 

V. Praying With All Prayer and Supplication and Watching for All the Saints 
A. Praying with All Prayer and Supplication 

1. the main idea of “all” is taught to us two ways 
a) the word “all” 
b) the use of two words for prayer 

2. all that our Lord has taught us to pray 
3. regarding faith in all He has taught us is true 
4. regarding obedience to all He has taught us to do 
5. all that tempts us to worrry, to be anxious 

Philippians 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
(7)  and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

B. Watching for All the Saints 
1. our Lord Jesus taught us to begin prayer in this way:  “Our Father” 
2. He taught us also to do unto others what we would have them do unto us 
3. if you pray sleepy regarding the saints, you will not pray wth all prayer 

and supplication 
a) you’ll pray for yourself, but not your wife or husband 
b) you’ll pray for your own family, but not for the church 
c) you’ll pray for those you are particularly fond of in the church, but 

not for the whole church 
d) you’ll pray for those you know to be sick physically, but not for 

those who are stumbling into sin 
e) you’ll pray for the strong, but not for the weak 
f) you’ll pray for the weak, but not for the strong 

4. we must stay wakeful, not allowing ourselves to be sleepy about prayer, 
that we may pray for all the saints 

5. Bayne:  watch 
a) against distractions from prayer:  too busy; postponing prayer 
b) against sin, which will dampen prayer:  when we yield to sin, it is a 

token our watch is down; we think not of prayer 
c) against indevotion:  when we let our hearts loose all day, feed 

upon earthly vanity, how should they be heavenly-minded on a 
sudden, when bed-time calleth on us to prayer 

 
 
 
 



CONCLUSION 
 
Praying in the Spirit and Watching to the Same 
Praying At All Times and Watching With All Perseverance 
Praying With All Prayer and Supplication and Watching for All the Saints 
 
Calvin: 

There is not a moment of our life at which the duty of prayer may not be urged by our 
own wants. But unremitting prayer may likewise be enforced by the consideration, that 
the necessities of our brethren ought to move our sympathy. And when is it that some 
members of the church are not suffering distress, and needing our assistance? If, at any 
time, we are colder or more indifferent about prayer than we ought to be, because we  do 
not feel the pressure of immediate necessity, — let us instantly reflect how many of our 
brethren are worn out by varied and heavy afflictions, — are weighed down by sore 
perplexity, or are reduced to the lowest distress. If reflections like these do not rouse us 
from our lethargy, we must have hearts of stone. 

 
We would give all glory to God, who loves us in Jesus Christ, for all He has done for our 
salvation.  We would hallow the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Let there be, then, all praying 
and watching in the church for all the saints. 
 
We would walk as is fitting for the members of God’s household, so graciously adopted by such a 
loving Father, obeying all that Lord and Master has commanded us.  Let there be, then all 
praying and watching in the church for all the saints. 
 
With all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the Spirit, and to this same watching 
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
G3956 pas  appears 4 times in 6:18 
-through all prayer and petition 

JRY: 
all the Lord has taught us to pray 

the heads of the Lord’s Prayer 
the specific instructions of the apostles 

all you and others are concerned about 
-in all occasions 
-in all perseverance and petition 
-for all the saints 
 
With all prayer and supplication praying  

at all times in Spirit  
and 
 
unto this very thing watching  

with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 
 
 

praying watching 

-with all prayer and supplication -with supplication for all the saints 

-at all times -with all perseverance 

-in the spirit -unto this same thing 

 
 
YLT: 

Ephesians 6:18  through all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the Spirit, and 
in regard to this same, watching in all perseverance and supplication for all the saints 

WYCL 
By all prayer and beseeching praying all time in Spirit, 
and 
in him waking in all busyness, and beseeching for all saints 

JRY: 
With all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the Spirit, and to this same 
watching with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 
 
With all prayer and supplication praying 

at all times 
in the Spirit 



and 
 
to this same watching 

with all perseverance 
and 
all supplication 

for all the saints 
 

Verbs only:    Praying and watching 
 
Inverted: 

With all prayer and supplication praying at all times in the Spirit 
for all the saints supplication watching with all perseverance to this same 
 
with all prayer - for all the saints 
supplication - supplication 
praying - watching 
at all times - with all perseverance 
in the Spirit - to this same 

 
 
praying in the Spirit  
 
Geneva: 

That holy prayers may proceed from the Holy Spirit 
Poole: 

 the Holy Spirit of God, by whose assistance we pray, Rom_8:26,27 Jude 1:20 
Bayne: 

from our spirits, moved by the Spirit of God 
the inward man of our hearts must chiefly be occupied in prayer 
not the warbling of words, but the yearning and panting of the heart after God 

Ferguson: 
prayer, whereby we offer up our desires to God (Psalm 62:8) for things agreeable to his 
will (1 John 5:14) in the name of Christ (John 16:23) with confession of our sins (Psalm 
32:5-6)) and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies (Philippians 4:6). 
 
in the spirit, as not being a work of the lip, tongue, and memory only, but of the heart 
and inward man (Matthew 15:8), being stirred up and assisted by the Spirit of God 
(Romans 8:26-27) 
 

With all prayer and supplication  NKJV with all prayer and supplication  
KJV, NASB, NKJV, ESV: with   YLT: through 
 



Poole: 
prayer, when opposed to supplication, seems to signify petitioning for good things, and 
supplication the deprecating of evil, 1Ti_2:1. 

Bayne: 
which is all kinds of prayer, which are opened 1 Tim 2:1 

1. deprecative, or prayers that ask removal of evils 
2. petitions, or wishes, of good things 
3. intercession for others 
4. thanksgiving 

Ferguson: 
prayer strickly taken, whereby we seekt those good things which we want from God 
supplication, whereby we deprecate evils and judgments whether felt or feared 
 

on all occasions NKJV praying always   NASB, ESV, HCSB: at all times 
 
Luke 18:6  “day and night” 
Psalm 55:16-17  “evening and morning and at noon” 
 
Luke 18:1  Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always [G3842 pantote ]  ought to 
pray and not lose heart, 

Foote: 
very often engaged in it 
stated and extraordinary seasons of prayer 

Barnes: 
regular seasons of prayer 
occasions of remarkable providences, whether afflictions or blessings 
constant spirit of prayer 
readiness to ask of God 
unweariness when prayers seems unanswered 

Ryle: 
[against] temptations to 

hurry prayers 
shorten prayers 
be careless about prayers 
omit prayers altogether 

Calvin: 
To call upon God is the chief exercise of faith and hope; and it is in this way that we 
obtain from God every blessing.  
But what is the meaning of always? Having already spoken of continued application, 
does he twice repeat the same thing? I think not. When everything flows on 
prosperously, — when we are easy and cheerful, we seldom feel any strong excitement to 
prayer, — or rather, we never flee to God, but when we are driven by some kind of 
distress. Paul therefore desires us to allow no opportunity to pass, — on no occasion to 



neglect prayer; so that praying always is the same thing with praying both in prosperity 
and in adversity. 

Poole: 
 i.e. in every opportunity, so often as our own or others’ necessities call us to it, 1Th_5:17 
That we are said to do continually, which we are said to do at fit times daily 

Ps 55:17 
Daniel 6:10 

Bayne: 
which doth not note that we should be daily, or incessantly, occupied in prayer, but that 
ever and anon, in fit opportunities, we should betake ourselves to prayer. 

Ferguson: 
the phrase implieth frequency in this duty, and at all times when opportunity offers, 
together with an endeavour to keep our hearts daily in a praying temper, that when God 
offereth occasion we may not want a suitable frame and disposition. 

RWP:  “on every occasion” 
JRY: 

every whatever, i.e. every day, every crisis, every mealtime, every week, etc. 
 

to this end ESV: To that end YLT:  in regard to this same KJV: thereunto  HCSB: in this  NASB: 
with this in view 
thereunto [G1519 G846] watching 
 
Colossians 4:2  in prayer continue and watch in [G1722] the same [G846] 
 
Poole: 

to prayer, in opposition to sloth and security: see Mat_26:41 Col_4:2 1Pe_4:7 
Bayne: 

as we must prayer, so we must use watchfulness for furtherance of prayer. 
1. against distractions 
2. against sin . . . it will be a damp to our prayers 

a. when we yield to sin, it is a token our watch is down; we think not of 
prayer 

3. against indevotion - when we let our hearts loose all day, feed upon earthly 
vanity, how should they be heavenly-minded on a sudden, when bed-time calleth 
on us to prayer 

 
watching ESV: keep alert  HCSB: stay alert 
 
Trapp: 

That we be not surprised at unawares. . . Let us likewise stand continually upon our 
guard. The devil watcheth and walketh the round, 1Pe_5:8. Watch therefore. 

Henry: 



We must watch thereunto, endeavouring to keep our hearts in a praying frame, and 
taking all occasions, and improving all opportunities, for the duty: we must watch to all 
the motions of our own hearts towards the duty. When God says, Seek my face, our 
hearts must comply, Psa_27:8.  

Hoehner: 
The point of this is that prayer is for the purpose of maintaining alertness.  Prayer causes 
alertness and alertness keeps believers in prayer.  If they are not alert, they do not see the 
dangers and thus see no need to pray. 

Pattison: 
watching for these occasions 
 

with all perseverance and supplication  [alert with all perseverance, making supplication] 
 
Calvin: 

Every tendency to weariness must be counteracted by a cheerful performance of the 
duty. With unabated ardor we must continue our prayers, though we do not immediately 
obtain what we desire.  

Poole: 
constancy and continuance in prayer in every condition, adverse as well as prosperous, 
though prayer be not presently answered, Luk_18:1. 

Bayne: 
we must not let delay beat us out 

Pattison: 
care and persevering purpose are indispensable to keep alive the spirit and the habit of 
prayer 
 

for all the saints 
 
Calvin: 

There is not a moment of our life at which the duty of prayer may not be urged by our 
own wants. But unremitting prayer may likewise be enforced by the consideration, that 
the necessities of our brethren ought to move our sympathy. And when is it that some 
members of the church are not suffering distress, and needing our assistance? If, at any 
time, we are colder or more indifferent about prayer than we ought to be, because we do 
not feel the pressure of immediate necessity, — let us instantly reflect how many of our 
brethren are worn out by varied and heavy afflictions, — are weighed down by sore 
perplexity, or are reduced to the lowest distress. If reflections like these do not rouse us 
from our lethargy, we must have hearts of stone. But are we to pray for believers only? 
Though the apostle states the claims of the godly, he does not exclude others. And yet in 
prayer, as in all other kind offices, our first care unquestionably is due to the saints.  

 
Poole: 



not only for ourselves, but for our brethren in the world, none being in so good a 
condition but they may need our prayers.  

Pattison: 
to confine it to their need of divine aid in the successful use of the panoply just described, 
is without warrant 

 
 and for me  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colossians 4:2  Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 
 
Poole: 

endeavouring to keep the heart in all fit seasons unto this, as a help to the precedent and 
subsequent duties 

Clarke: 
This was the apostle’s general advice to all; without this, neither wives, husbands, 
children, parents, servants, nor masters, could fulfill the duties which God, in their 
respective stations, required of them. 

Ferguson: 
The exercise of prayer is necessary for the right performance of commanded duties, it 
being a mean in the use whereof covenanted strength and influence is conveyed unto us, 
Matthew 7:7, without which we can do nothing; for unto the former exhortations he 
subjoineth, “Continue in prayer.” 

 
 
Ephesians 6:18-20  (18)  praying [G4336 proseuchomai ] always [en pas kairos ]  with all 
prayer [G4335 proseuche] and supplication [G1162 deesis  from G1189 ] in the Spirit, 
being watchful [G69 agrupneo  to be sleepless] to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication [G1162 deesis  from G1189 ] for all the saints-- (19)  and for me, that utterance 
may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 
(20)  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 
Colossians 4:2-4  (2)  Continue earnestly [G4342 proskartereo ] in prayer [G4335 
proseuche], being vigilant [G1127 gregoreuo  to keep awake] in it with thanksgiving; 
(3)  meanwhile praying [G4336 proseuchomai ] also for us, that God would open to us a 
door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains,  (4)  that I may 
make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 
 



1 Peter 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious [G4993 sophroneo ] and 
watchful [verb G3525 nepho ] in your prayers [G4335 proseuche]. 
 
Matthew 26:41  Watch [G1127 gregoreuo  to keep awake] and pray [G4336 
proseuchomai ], lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." 
 
Luke 21:36  Watch [G69 agrupneo  to be sleepless] therefore, and pray [G1189 deomai ] 
always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man." 
 


