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CONTRASTING TESTIMONIES; 
CONTRASTING CONCLUSIONS

Revelation 3:7-22

Jesus told several stories, parables, by which He painted pictures
of the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of heaven is made up of all the
citizens over whom Jesus Christ reigns as king. However, the kingdom
of heaven has an exclusive, genuine expression. That is, the kingdom of
heaven includes only those who are in a right relationship with the king
through faith in Him alone. The kingdom of heaven also has an outward,
false appearance in that there are individuals who claim they are part of
the kingdom, but they do not have a right relationship with the King
because they do not trust the King.

That is the explanation of the kingdom of heaven as Jesus
described it in the parable we call the wheat and the tares. In that story,
Jesus told how an enemy of a farmer went into his field at night and
sowed weed seeds. As a result, when the crops began to produce, the
weeds were growing along with the wheat. It would be difficult to tell
them apart until harvest time. Jesus taught that in the end of the age, God
will send forth his angels to remove, from the outward expression of the
kingdom of heaven, the weeds that pretended to be part of the kingdom.

This is a proper description of the Church. The Church in reality
is exclusive. Only people who have confessed their sins and trusted
Christ’s sacrifice alone as the covering for their sins are part of the true
Church. However, there is also the visible aspect of the church in which
many people over the centuries have claimed they are a part. They attend
meetings at the designated church buildings. They say religious stuff.
They practice religious rules. However, they are not in a right
relationship with the King, the Head of the Church, because their sins are
not forgiven. In the end of the age, the King will separate them out from
the true Church.
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Now to complicate things even more is the fact that there are
people somewhere between those two positions who may or may not be
truly born again, truly in a right relationship with Christ. It is possible for
genuine Christians to mature slowly and, therefore, slowly forsake the
ways of their flesh and slowly be conformed to Christ. At the same time,
there are false professors, people who are not born again, who cannot be
conformed to Christ, but who say the right words and do the right deeds.
And yet there is always a question about their love and loyalty for Christ.
Those two groups of people, the faltering Christian and the non-
Christian, look very much alike. But in the end the difference between
them will be eternal and horrific.

In the opening chapters of the Revelation Jesus gave to the Apostle
John, Jesus addressed seven letters to seven actual, particular churches
in Asia. In the letters, Jesus assessed the specific character of each local
congregation. The result is that we have various characteristics of the
Church throughout history described in these letters. That also means
that in these letters we have descriptions of various local churches at any
given time. And we have accurate descriptions of individual Christians.

Maybe the two most contrasted churches are described side by side
as they are the last two letters in the list. The character of the church in
Philadelphia was about as opposite the character of the church in
Laodicea as it could be. And yet these were both churches. Was
everyone in both churches truly born again? It is not likely. Were all the
people in the Philadelphia church born again, but all the people in the
Laodicea church not born again? We honestly should not conclude that
either. But, there is a great contrast. As a whole, the people in the church
in Philadelphia stood firm in their love and practice of the Lord’s word.
As a whole, the people in the church at Laodicea were so like their sinful
world that Jesus, who knows all things, addressed them as people who
were in deep trouble.

The question is, “Which descriptions best fits us?” Let’s consider
this contrast as it applies to individuals. As goes the individual, so goes
the church. I don’t think anyone here would be happy if Jesus
characterized Community Baptist Church the way He described the
Laodicean church.  Let’s be like Philadelphia.
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Some Church Folks are Like Philadelphians (vv.7-13).

The Lord who provides opportunity commends people like this for
their endurance (vv.7-9). In doing so, He introduced Himself as the
Almighty God who opens doors of opportunity. “And to the angel of the
church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one,
who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts
and no one opens” (v.7). 

The description “holy one” applies to God the Father (Rev. 16:5)
and to the Son here as God set apart from sin and unto righteousness.
The words “true one” speaks of authenticity and righteousness (Rev.
16:7, 19:2). The “key of David” shows authority over God’s fulfillment
of His promised kingdom to David, Messiah’s kingdom. Shall not this
One do what is right in all the earth, and for all eternity? Yes, and
therefore His open and shutting doors of opportunity is always right.

What do we do with the open doors Jesus gives to us? He knows
when His people buy up the opportunities. Jesus tells us, “I know your
works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able
to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my
word and have not denied my name. Behold, I will make those of the
synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie –
behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet and they
will learn that I have loved you.” (vv.8-9).

Are we encouraged to know that Jesus knows our works?
Christians in Philadelphia kept Christ’s word. His word is all the
instruction, commands, revelation of Christ. That would have included
everything except this book of Revelation. For us Christ’s word includes
the entire Bible. To keep His word is more than to protect it and guard
it. Yes, it is true that we must guard and protect God’s word from the
attacks of sinners who seek to change it. But more importantly we keep
it by reading it, meditating on it, memorizing it. We keep it best by
living it. Christ know if we do this.

Also, Christians in Philadelphia did not deny Christ’s name. The
name of Christ includes every aspect of His person, character, and work.
Whatever is truly connected with Christ is contained in His name.
Therefore, to deny the Lord’s teaching is to deny His name. To deny His
people, that is, to have no desire to associate with the Church, is to deny
His name. To deny His commands is to deny His name.
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Because they did not deny Christ’s name and because they kept His
word, the Lord set an open door of opportunity before the Christians in
Philadelphia. Throughout the New Testament the term “open door”
refers to opportunities of sharing and teaching the gospel. True
evangelism is the result of Christ opening  doors.  Does that mean that
Christ would actually close a door to evangelism? Yes. Do we ever
experience a closed door to teaching the gospel? Paul and his team
experienced that often. Sometimes the people rejected the gospel and
Paul and team would shake the dust of the city off their feet as they left.
Sometimes the Holy Spirit plainly closed the door. That was the case
when they wanted to go to Asia but God wanted them in Macedonia. 

Our Lord opens the doors of opportunity, but He also knows we
often have little power to buy up the opportunities He presents. It is good
for us to agree with Him who knows everything. We need to admit our
lack of power. It is good for us to depend wholly on Him to provide the
opportunity, and also to provide the strength and wisdom to do
something with it. We should praise God for opportunities He presents.

The Lord who controls the future promises to protect people who
trust and serve Him (vv.10-13). We find two great promises to God’s
people. First, Christ our Savior will keep His servants from the coming
hour of trial. He said, Because you have kept my word about patient
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the
whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth (v.10). 

From this promise we must first conclude that the sincere follower
of Christ will keep His word about patient endurance. In any culture and
age there are members of the “synagogue” (gathering to worship) of
Satan. The conflict with Satan and his people was found in Smyrna (2:9),
in Pergamos (2:3), and in Thyatira (2:24). In every age the Church must
endure against the infiltration, the resistance, the false accusations,
mocking, and attacks of Satan’s congregation. Of course the vast
majority of those people would be shocked to hear us call them Satan’s
people. But they do his work. Standing against them requires endurance.

While enduring, the servant of Christ looks forward to Christ
keeping him or her from the hour of trial. That brings up an important
question. “What is the hour of trial?” Consider the details of what Jesus
promised. He said, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming
on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth (v.10). From this
simple statement we know that whatever it is, it is future. Jesus told the
people in Philadelphia that it was coming. Yeah, but that was way back
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in the first century. It is true that the church has faced many times of
trial. But worldwide testing is yet to come. We have not seen anything
in history like the trial promised in this last book of the Bible.

Second, we learn that this trial is of a specific period of time. It is
at an hour. Comparatively, Daniel’s 70  week, the period of intense trialth

for the nation of Israel, lasts for seven years – a particular period of time
(Dan. 9:24-27). The same is true for the time called Jacob’s trouble.
Alas! That day is so great there is none like it; it is a time of distress for
Jacob; yet he shall be saved out of it (Jeremiah 30:7). Therefore, it is
easy to conclude that this “hour” is a seven-year period of trouble, the
description of which begins in Revelation 6.

Third, it is going to be a time of trial. The word speaks of severe
difficulty. That word would certainly describe the plagues described in
Revelation 6-18.

Fourth, this trial is coming on the entire world at once. Again,
there really is not a period in history about which all these things is true.
We can say with certainty that if we interpret this book literally, none of
this stuff has happened yet. 

Fifth, it is intended to test those who dwell on earth. The word for
test means to test as by fire in order to draw out the dross. It is like the
refining of a precious metal. In this coming testing, some people will be
born again during that time (Rev. 6:9). Most will fail the test and be
condemned.

A second question about the matter is this: Does Christ keep His
people in the trial, through the trial, or from the trial? The Greek
preposition used here is ek. It generally means out of, from, or away
from. If the Lord’s plan was to keep His people through the trial, we
would have expected the preposition dia. Or if Christ planned to keep
His people in the trial we would have expected the preposition en. As is,
the preposition ek is found 99 times in the Revelation and consistently
means out of, away from, or in distinction to.

That idea of Christ delivering His people from His own fiery trial
against sinners fits well with Christ’s promise of a removal He calls our
hope by which we comfort each other. The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to
write Christ’s word like this: But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others
do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that
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we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these
words (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

It is not very encouraging or hopeful to think that we will share the
most egregious outpouring of God’s wrath against sin with sinners. But
there is great hope in believing Christ will keep us FROM that wrath.

Also, Christ has promised Philadelphia-kind of people that He will
make His servants pillars in His temple. The one who conquers, I will
make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it,
and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of
heaven, and my own new name (v.12).  A pillar represents stability. The
temple of God is consistently in heaven in the Revelation. Therefore, we
conclude that we will be identified as part of God’s stable foundation in
the New Jerusalem (heaven on earth).

Those are two great promises. But the text also gives us two great
challenges. First, Christ challenges us to hold on to the end. Why?
Because He said, “I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that
no one may seize your crown” (v.11). We do not hold fast and conquer
in order to be kept from wrath and end up in heaven. We hold to the
promises Christ has given because He has already claimed us and written
His name on us.

The second great challenge is for us to listen to the Holy Spirit.
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches”
(v.13). People who enjoy such an intimate relationship with Christ hear
Him speak through the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us, “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Religious
people hear religious stuff, but they can’t hear Jesus and they don’t have
His promises.

Some Church Folks are Like Laodiceans (vv.14-22).

The eternal Lord who knows all things condemns people like this
for lukewarmness (vv.14-17). The Head of the Church condemned these
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people for their lack of dedication. And to the angel of the church in
Laodicea write: “The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of God’s creation. ‘I know your works: you are neither
cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!’” (vv.14-15). All
of these titles (Amen, faithful and true witness, beginning of God’s
creation) speak of Christ’s deity. Because He is co-equal with God, He
knows.

He knows that the professing Christians in the Church are neither
cold nor hot. They were not hot in that they, unlike the on-fire Christians
in Philadelphia, were not listening to Christ’s words. They were not
keeping His words. They were not enduring trouble from Satan and his
people. They were not looking for open doors and buying up
opportunities to serve Christ. 

On the other hand, the same people were not altogether cold in that
they were not completely ignorant of truth. They were in the assembly
of God’s people. They heard the Bible taught or preached with their ears
if not with their hearts. They might have participated in corporate
worship even while they themselves did not worship Christ in their
hearts. The outward traditions and trappings kept the people from being
totally cold like denying sinners.

The Head of the Church promised to reject these people. In a rather
vivid picture, Jesus said that He will spit them out. “So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth”
(v.16). For Christ to spit them out is a description of rejection. Because
they were not really Christ’s people (even though they were in the
church), He rejected them. 

Why will Jesus do this in response to people who appear to be part
of a church? Lukewarmness is to think you are fine when you are
actually very needy. “For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I
need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind,
and naked” (v.17). And no doubt some well-meaning religious folks
would respond by saying, “That was a very unkind thing to say, Jesus!”
For Jesus to coddle sinners would be to deceive them. When they are
self-deceived, that is their problem. But Jesus will never make a sinner
think he or she is a saint. If they would listen to Jesus’ words, they
would know the difference.

People who can actually hear Jesus, know that the Lord who
disciplines His children warns them (vv.18-22). They are people who
respond well to wise counsel. He said, “I counsel you to buy from me
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gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that
you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see” (v.18). These
are all pictures of salvation. How can they be pictures of salvation when
Jesus told the people to “buy” these things? To buy this redemption is
only possible by responding to the great invitation of God. “Come,
everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price” (Isaiah 55:1). We buy the gold, white garments, and eye salve by
accepting the price that Christ has already provided through His
sacrifice. Wise counsel tells the religious person who is not in fellowship
with Christ to buy up what He has provided.

There is also a serious warning from Jesus in addition to the wise
counsel. He warned that where there is no discipline, there is no
relationship. Jesus promised, “Those whom I love, I reprove and
discipline, so be zealous and repent” (v.19). Right along with that is the
certainty that where there is no hearing of Jesus’ voice, there is no
fellowship. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he
with me” (v.20). People who don’t hear Jesus are not in fellowship with
Him. People who are not in fellowship with Jesus can sin without Jesus
applying any discipline.

Those are not conquerors. Only conquerors sit with the King. “The
one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne” (v.21).
Therefore, we do well to listen to the Holy Spirit. “He who has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (v.22). 

The difference between the true believers of Philadelphia and the
deceived religionists of Laodicea is stark and obvious. The most
important question might not be “Which one do you want to be?” The
answer to that question ought to be obvious. Of course a person who
goes to church really ought to want to be a genuine, sincere believer
whom Christ will keep out of the coming wrath against sin. The most
important question then is, “Which of the two descriptions best fits your
life?” Are we hearing Christ’s words, keeping His words, enduring the
onslaught of sin and Satan, and buying up the opportunities to tell the
good news that Christ presents to us? 
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