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Prayer 

Introduction 

For today 
● The fourth woe: Faithlessness and faithfulness 30:1-33 (Part 2) 

(9:35) 

Overview 

These chapters form the greatest of Isaiah’s interim fulfillments.  

He had prophesied one world, one people, one God.  Now he answers the the question: Is it real?  

 

The test case was the “Egyptian alliance” situation in the days of Hezekiah.  Judah was under Assyria. 

Merodach-Baladan of Babylon was urging alliance against Assyria. Egypt was promising assistance for a 

revolt.  Isaiah’s job was to urge the way of faith, trusting in Yahweh rather than in politics. 

 

Structure  

● Two sections 

○ 28 - 35 Six woes 

○ 36 - 37 Epilogue 

 

The fourth woe: Faithlessness and faithfulness 30:1-33 (Part 1) 

Judah’s leaders seek alliance with Egypt, but Egypt is nothing; depending on her will bring disastrous 

results.  Similarly, Assyria is nothing; they will be defeated.  God’s people presently reject His word, but 

His word will be fulfilled.  

 

Applying the principles from the first woe. (Is 28) 

● Looked at Samaria and Jerusalem. 

● Because of sins, judgment from the LORD would come. 

● His chastisements are for the purpose of achieving His will for His people. 

● They will not be forever. 

● Those who trust and wait for Him will be blessed. 

 

Structure  

● V1-7 Egypt is no hope 

● V8-17 The word of the LORD rejected 

● V18-26 The promises of the LORD kept 

● V27-33 Assyria is no threat 

  



 

The promises of the LORD kept 30:18-26 

● V18 The exalted LORD  

18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you.   

For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.  

○ v18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you. 

■ Waits.  Waits with earnest expectation and longing. 

● As the father in Lk 15:20 And he arose and came to his father. But while 

he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and 

ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

○ The prodigal son. 

■ Requested his share of the inheritance while his father 

was still alive. 

■ Went to a far land and squandered it. 

■ Given a job feeding pigs 

■ Repented and returned to his father 

○ The father longs for his son but he waits for him to return 

before he shows compassion. 

■ God longs to give grace, but the nation is rebellious, therefore discipline must 

come before grace. 

○ v18 therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 

■ For the sake of His name.  As Ez 36:22 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus 

says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to 

act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the 

nations to which you came. 

  



 

○ v18 For the Lord is a God of justice 

■ Justice.  Also right judgment.  

■ God discerns the right time to extend mercy and grace. 

■ He is able to extend mercy and grace.   

■ Re Ro 3:21-26 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 

from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 

is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 

time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

● No sin is left unpunished. 

● Jesus died to take the punishment for our sins. 

● OT believers were justified by their faith in the Messiah who was to 

come. 

● NT believers are justified by their faith in the Christ who has come. 

● For both, God is just and the justifier of those who believe. 

○ v18 blessed are all those who wait for him.  

■ Wait.  Same word as above. 

■ Exhortation to be faithful and wait for God to deliver at the proper time. 

■ As Christ in 1 Pet 2:23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 

suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 

judges justly. 

 

 

  



 

 

● V19-22 Transformed people 

19 For a people shall dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to 

you at the sound of your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 20 And though the Lord give you 

the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself anymore, but 

your eyes shall see your Teacher. 21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the 

way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 22 Then you will defile your 

carved idols overlaid with silver and your gold-plated metal images. You will scatter them as unclean 

things. You will say to them, “Be gone!”  

○ V19 a people...you 

■ The believing remnant. 

○ V19 in Zion, in Jerusalem 

■ Repeated for emphasis. 

■ In the place foretold. 

○ V19 you shall weep no more 

■ As Rev 21:3-4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away.” 

● God will dwell with His people 

● No more tears. 

○ V19 As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 

■ First by the promises in His word given through the prophets 

■ Later by fulfilling His promises 

 

 

○ V20-21 Three answers given 

■ V20 the bread of adversity and the water of affliction 

● Food given to prisoners. 

● Refers to the present tribulation. 

■ V20 your eyes shall see your Teacher. 

● Teacher is plural. 

● May say that prophets would no longer be hidden but would teach 

openly. 

● May be a plural of majesty, referring to the Messiah. 

■ V21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in 

it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 

● As a shepherd speaking to his sheep. 

● The people would hear true guidance when they strayed.   



 

○ V22 The response will be to put away idolatry 

■ Then you will defile your carved idols.  

● No longer regard them as holy. 

■ You will scatter them as unclean things.  

● Break into pieces and scatter. 

● Unclean things.  As touched by a menstruating woman. 

■ You will say to them, “Be gone!”. 

● Exclamation of rejection. 

 

● V23-25a Transformed land 

23 And he will give rain for the seed with which you sow the ground, and bread, the produce of the 

ground, which will be rich and plenteous. In that day your livestock will graze in large pastures, 24 and 

the oxen and the donkeys that work the ground will eat seasoned fodder, which has been winnowed 

with shovel and fork. 25 And on every lofty mountain and every high hill there will be brooks running 

with water,  

○ Creation restored 

○ V23 he will give  

■ Gifts of grace 

○ V23 rain 

■ Plentiful water 

○ V23 the produce of the ground, which will be rich and plenteous. 

■ Rich harvest 

○ V23 graze in large pastures, 

■ Ample safe grazing. 

○ V24 seasoned...winnowed fodder, 

■ The best 

○ V25 brooks running with water 

■ Plentiful water even in the high ground 

■ Contrast the current arid land. 

● V25b World city brought down. 

25 ...in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall.  

○ Downfall of the world city (1) the day of the great slaughter (2) when the towers fall. 

● V26a Heavens transformed  

26 Moreover, the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be 

sevenfold, as the light of seven days,  

■ the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun 

● In the end times. 

● Glory of the heavens restored 

○ As Ro 8:21 the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 

of God 



● V26b People healed. 

26 ...in the day when the Lord binds up the brokenness of his people, and heals the wounds inflicted by 

his blow. 

○ the Lord binds up the brokenness of his people 

■ Picture of a physician treating a wounded man 

■ Referring to the brokenness caused by sin. 

○ and heals the wounds inflicted by his blow. 

■ Wounds from the chastisement 

■ From the LORD. 

 

 

 

Assyria is no threat 30:27-33 

● God’s people turn away from Him, but He does not turn from His people when they are 

threatened. 

● Isaiah starts with the far-future day of the LORD and moves to the near-future destruction of 

Assyria 

 

● V27-30 The day of the LORD. 

27 Behold, the name of the Lord comes from afar, burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke;   his 

lips are full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire; 28  his breath is like an overflowing stream 

that reaches up to the neck;  to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction, and to place on the jaws of 

the peoples a bridle that leads astray. 29 You shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept, 

and gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the Rock of Israel. 30 And the Lord will cause his majestic voice to be heard and the descending blow 

of his arm to be seen, in furious anger and a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst and storm and 

hailstones.  

○ V27 Behold 

■ Isaiah now answers how all that he has been describing will come about. 

○ V27 the name of the Lord 

■ God’s character as revealed in His words and deeds 

○ V27 From afar 

■ Not God far away. 

■ Rather he had been withholding His hand 

■ Assyria had been free to go its own way 

○ V27 Two pictures of the LORD’s anger 

■ burning...thick rising smoke.  As at Sinai. 

■ his lips are full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire.   

● No mercy 

● Devouring all 

● As Is 11:4 and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 

with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 



○ V28 Three pictures of coming judgment for the nations 

■ an overflowing stream that reaches up to the neck 

● A flood that carries everything before it. 

■ to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction 

● Fine sifting out of that which has no value 

■ to place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle that leads astray 

● A spirit of blindness to the truth. 

 

 

○ V29 Two pictures showing the part of God’s people in the judgment 

■ a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept, 

● Holy feast.  The Passover (the only feast kept at night). 

● As the night of the last plague of the Exodus when Israel was kept safe 

inside their houses as the judgment descended on Egypt. 

■ gladness of heart, as when one sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the 

mountain of the Lord 

● True joy as pilgrims approached the temple in Jerusalem to worship the 

LORD. 

○ V30 Three pictures of the LORD’s action 

■ his majestic voice to be heard, and the descending blow of his arm to be seen 

● Dual picture of majestic voice and descending blow of His arm. 

■ furious anger and a flame of devouring fire,  

■ with a cloudburst and storm and hailstones. 

● A violent storm 

 

  



 

 

V31-33 The end of Assyria  

31 The Assyrians will be terror-stricken at the voice of the Lord, when he strikes with his rod. 32 And 

every stroke of the appointed staff that the Lord lays on them will be to the sound of tambourines and 

lyres. Battling with brandished arm, he will fight with them. 33 For a burning place has long been 

prepared; indeed, for the king it is made ready, its pyre made deep and wide, with fire and wood in 

abundance; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of sulfur, kindles it. 

○ Focus on the immediate threat of Assyria 

○ V31 Terror-stricken.  

■ Spirit broken through alarm and fear.   

■ As Is 7:8 ...And within sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered from being a 

people. 

● Isaiah exhorting Ahaz to not fear Ephraim and Syria 

○ V31 Strikes with his rod. 

■ Hard blows destroying the nation. 

○ V32 to the sound of tambourines and lyres. 

■ Re v29 as Israel sings. 

■ Not out of vindictiveness against Assyria 

■ Because the cause of good is victorious. 

○ V33 For a burning place has long been prepared   

■ Burning place.  Lit Topheth.   

● Located in the valley of Hinnon south of Jerusalem 

● The place where unbelieving Israelites had offered their children to 

Moloch. 

● It became the refuse dump of Jerusalem, where fires burned 

continually. 

● Picture is of (1) an accursed place (2) a place of burning. 

■ has long been prepared.   

● Arranged and set in order  

● As Ps 23:5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies 

○ for the king it is made ready, its pyre made deep and wide, with fire and wood in 

abundance; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of sulfur, kindles it. 

■ Picture of a burial pyre, all prepared. 

■ Now at the proper time it will be kindled. 

 

  



 

 

Summary 30:1-33 

● V1-7 Egypt is no hope 

○ Egypt is no help. Going to her will only bring shame and destruction. 

● V8-17 The word of the LORD rejected 

○ Isaiah was to write down His word as a witness.   

○ The people refused to hear His word.  Therefore the nation would be suddenly broken. 

○ The people refused to trust in Him. Therefore they would flee and their pursuers would 

be swift. 

● V18-26 The promises of the LORD kept 

○ He waits to be gracious. 

○ A transformed people will live in a transformed land. 

● V27-33 Assyria is no threat 

○ The day of the LORD comes when He will destroy the nations while His people sing. 

○ Assyria will cease to be a nation.  A funeral pyre has been prepared for its proud king. 

 

 

(10:00)  



 
 

Discussion 

We will break into three groups to discuss today’s passage: 

1. The Lord waits to be gracious 30:18 

a. He longs to give grace 

b. He has right judgment 

c. He exalts Himself 

d. Waiting for Him 

2. Transformed people 30:19-22 

a. The bread of adversity 

b. God with his people 

c. Your ears shall hear a word 

d. You will define your idols. 

3. No threat 30:27-33 

a. The day of the LORD 

b. God’s people singing  

c. Assyria no more 

In your group, please discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

For next week:  

● The fifth woe: All things new 31:1 - 32:2 
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