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Last week we started a series of sermons entitled Knowing God. And we looked at the 
first thing that God discloses about himself.  And that is that he is there, his very 
existence.  
 
“In the beginning God...”1 
 
No explanation needed.  Scripture gives us a plain statement that he exists. If you do want 
to review last week there are copies of the transcript of last week’s morning sermon on 
the front seat. 
 
This week I want us to think about the second thing that God tells us about himself.  
Scripture says Genesis chapter one: 
 
“In the beginning God created...”2 
 
That is the second thing he tells us about himself; that he created.     It is sad that the first 
two things that God reveals about himself are two particular things that the world doesn’t 
believe and that they rebel against. There is significance in that. The order of disclosure is 
significant. The world at large does not believe that God exists and if the world at large 
does not believe that God exists then, of course, they don’t believe that he created.   
 
And, sadly, there are many professing Christians who whilst they believe God exists, one 
wonders whether their God is the God of the Bible, in that they do not accept the early 
part of the Bible in the Genesis, particularly chapters one to three.  They do not believe as 
it is set down and they read science and say, “Well, science has some merit. The theory of 
evolution has some merit.”  They try and lay the theory of evolution upon Genesis 
chapter one.   
 
When I was a child we used to use tracing paper.  I don’t know whether they have tracing 
paper today, but you could lay a piece of paper over something.  You could trace it and 
then you could turn it over and rub the back of the paper and you got a replica of what 

                                                
1 Genesis 1:1.  
2  Ibid.  
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you had traced.  When you put the tracing paper on something that you have just traced, 
there was an exact match. You had just traced it. And this is what people try to do with 
evolution.  They say, “Well, God may have done this, but he did it over a period of 
billions of years.” And they lay their theory on Genesis chapter one and when you look at 
it, it doesn’t match. You can’t do that. There is no correlation between the theory of 
evolution and Genesis chapter one.  
 
God’s Word clearly states that God created and he did so in what we might call six 
ordinary days. The Scripture is very plain on that.   
 
A few years back I remember attending a christian resources exhibition - they don’t seem 
to be worth going to these days. It was full of Christian organizations peddling their 
wares eg they might be  selling books there were some good like the  Evangelical Press 
Others were advertising church furniture and all the things that churches might need. And 
while all that is going on seminars are being held in another hall. So, for example, 
Pilgrim Homes were providing a speaker looking at how to help elderly Christians.   
 
Well I stopped at a creation stand and they were somewhat perplexed, because there they 
were standing for biblical creation, but in the hall there was a lecture by a so-called 
Christian organization that was proposing that evolution and the Bible matched.  There is 
much confusion even in the so called church today.   
 
Now I am not re thinking too much this morning about creation in its widest sense.  I am 
rather thinking of God as creator, that is really the essence of these sermons is knowing 
God.   
 
So this morning for a few moments I want us to look at three things. First of all, that God 
created. That is something that we must be clear about.  And, secondly, why God created. 
That is something to kind of push our brain about a little bit. Why did he create? And 
then, thirdly, we see briefly some consequences of God creating.  
 

1 God the creator.  
 
Again, we have this plain statement. 
 
“In the beginning God created...”3 
 
And then we are told how he created.  It says, “And God said...”  And God created by the 
word of his power.  Whatever he said, it was done.  We have to think of creation a little 
different sometimes than the way that we use the word to create or creation.  We might 
say we have created a picture or we have created a meal. When we use that word we 
mean we’ve have got all the ingredients together and cooked to create a meal. And we 
understand perfectly what you are saying.  When God created he did not gather materials. 
We read in Scripture that when he creates the words in Scripture is ex nihilo.  That is, out 
of nothing. God created out of nothing.  
                                                
3 Ibid.  
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Now that is beyond the comprehension of our minds, really.  We are not called to 
understand all these things. We are called by faith to believe.  We said last week that the 
existence of God whilst we can see it in science, that is not the primary way. The world 
looks for God in science. The Bible tells us we look for God by faith. Science doesn’t 
undermine faith, it corroborates it, but we never find God in science.  We find him by 
faith.  And so here there is faith in believing that God created out of nothing. The 
universe and all that we see was made from no previous material. God didn’t have in 
another place somewhere a load of rock and whatever he made the universe out of. He 
didn’t have  all the things that were needed to create the world in a store house 
somewhere. It simply came at the command of God.  That is why we read Psalm 33: 
 
“By the word of the LORD...”4 
 
And the word Lord is in capitals. That mans Jehovah God.   
 
“By the word of [Jehovah] were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath 
of his mouth.”5 
 
“For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.”6 
 
Now Christians  have no problem with that.  That makes complete sense with what we 
know of God and what he has disclosed about himself.  So when we come to realize the 
greatness of God in all the other areas of his character and attributes, when we come to 
know what he has done for us in the Lord Jesus Christ, we begin to see how these things 
fit together.  But our faith is not blind. We have much evidence around us that tells us 
that all we see around us didn’t happen by chance, didn’t happen by some explosion 
billions of years ago.  Not like the scientist I quoted last week who, wrote in a scientific 
journal, “The universe was just something that happens from time to time.”  How an 
established scientist could say such things seems crazy, but it does underline, the fallacy 
of scientific thinking of where things come from. With all their knowledge, with all their 
research, the end of that is, well, it just something that happens from time to time.   
 
You know, the more we learn about nature and about ourselves, the more we marvel at 
God’s design, that he should bring a world from nothing into existence. And it is a jump 
for us to really understand that ‘nothing’, isn’t it? But he spoke the Word and it came 
together with precision, with beauty, with clarity.   
 
Recent research has enabled people to see that we are all unique in design?  They have 
discovered DNA, - every cell in our body contains the same information about the body 
and yet everyone is different and that fact is amazing and in criminal investigation all 
they need is a little bit of hair, a little bit of skin or blood and they can nail down who that 
person is and who they are related to. It is micro design.   

                                                
4 Psalm 33:6.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Psalm 33:9.  
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I read only this week that one scientist says that when it comes to evolution he is unclear 
how long in the four billion history of the life that DNA has performed its function. There 
is a very good reason they can’t. It is because DNA has performed this function since 
creation, about 6000 years ago.   
 
I was pondering the micro design and stumbled upon this little quote and talking about 
the brain.  It says, “In a piece of brain the size of a pinhead.” I wouldn’t make any 
comment of how big our brains are, but if you have got one as big as a pinhead,  it says, 
“In the size of a pinhead there are 3000 pathways,” like little motor ways going across, 
3000 of them.  And it says, “It has taken 20 years to map 22 of them.” That is amazing, 
isn’t it?  It is amazing that we can discover that.  It is even more amazing that God 
designed and created that.    
 
And we are all sitting here as... I think are brains are a bit bigger than pin heads.  You 
think of all those motor ways that are going on in the brain. And we know sometimes a 
motor way gets blocked and we forget something.  A few more get blocked and perhaps 
we have a seizure. And if a lot get blocked we have a stroke. We are fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  
 
It is amazing that people will rightly acknowledge that the motor car  didn’t click itself 
together over billions of years.  They would acknowledge that someone had to design it.  
Someone had to put it together. Some one had to dig iron ore out of the ground.   People 
will believe that a motor car can’t just happen, and yet they believe something as intricate 
as our cells evolved and originally came from a big bang. 
 
You know, common sense and even the common science tells us that when you have a 
big explosion things don’t go right. Things go wrong.  And it is just amazing that people 
will believe these things.  
 
We can spend a lot of time talking about the age of the earth and the population size – 
that’s a very simple example to prove creation, not that we need to do that.  But even 
scientists can tell us if you look at the population of the world and you graph it back you 
would come back to the time of the flood.  You know, if we had evolved billions of years 
ago as one said on the radio, we would be standing shoulder to shoulder with our noses in 
the air. There wouldn’t be room for us. But simple science tells us, no, you go back to the 
time of the flood and there would have been a handful of people. And there were a 
handful of people at the time of the flood – eight to be precise. 
 
God has created and we will leave the matter there. But we will move on. 
 
2 Why did God create?   
 
Now I think that is an interesting question. It is one of those questions that we will ever 
fully answer.  We know what the Scripture tells us and we must confine ourselves to that, 
but I think it is a good spiritual exercise, and in the quietness of the day to ponder, why 
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did God create? And to go through the reasons we know that God created and just think 
about the wonder of these things.   
 
We can never fully know these things, because can we can’t fully know the mind of God?  
We were saying, last week, and we will certainly say it again next week that when we 
begin to look at the things that God has revealed about himself, God has had to stop in his 
revelations because we cannot understand it in the minds that we have at the moment.  
And so as much as we understand about God, we can certainly say that there is as lot 
more to God than I know here. All we have is what God decided to reveal and what God 
can reveal because of our capacity to understand.   
 
Stop for a moment and take yourselves back to creation, back to Genesis and then just 
kind of drop off the beginning of the page to before creation. As far as we know, there 
was just God. At some point just before creation, we don’t know how far, God had 
created angels. We know that they were in existence because in the Garden of Eden Satan 
comes. He was a created being. He was an angel and presumably he was created at least 
before Genesis chapter one verse two, whether before one or not I will leave for you to 
debate. I am not sure that that is particularly important for us this morning.  But I want 
you to take your mind back to think, well, before Genesis one verse one, there was just 
God.  There was no time.   
 
There was no time and this is even harder, there was no space or time. There was nothing 
but God.  God dwelling in perfect harmony as God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
But the godhead decided—and I find that word inadequate—decreed is, perhaps a better 
word. But I can’t find the word that really sums up with respect what God was doing.  So 
I will use the words that we understand. We know what it means to decide. God decided 
that he would create something tangible. He would create something that was 
materialistic and a space in which that material creation would exist.   
 
If we are going to create that table, we know it is being created in the space that we have 
got in the carpenter’s shop or in the garage or wherever we are building. When God 
created there was no space to put anything. God created the space.  He created all that he 
did and a space to put it in. And he created time in which those things would exist and 
then he created beings in his own image.   
 
Now if that is all that God wished to do, then that would be fine. That is up to God. If 
God just wanted to create things and beings and to put them in space and to give them 
time and set them on the way and look after them, that is God’s prerogative. He could 
simply do that. But, you know, with respect, the world is not God’s toy.   
 
When we were children we had our—at least some of us did—we had a train set. And we 
had our models and things and we put them out and we played with them. We toyed with 
them and we cared for them and maybe we put them back in the box.  That is not how 
God treats the world. God created with a purpose, with a multi faceted purpose.  And I 
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think it is important to consider why God created, because I think it is an area, perhaps, as 
Christians, we don’t very often consider. Unless we know why God created, we miss the 
sense of purpose as to why we are here, particularly in our relationship to God.  
 
So why did God create?  
 
Well, first of all, very simply, because he chose to.  We have to start there. He chose to.  
And that is a simplistic reason.  And we could just stop there.   
 
I like the verse in Revelation four and verse 11. You know, I am all of the sudden taking 
you to the end of time. We are going to the end of the Bible and this is something that 
was heard in heaven when the earth was finished with, more or less, and God was about 
to create a new heavens and a new earth. And John sees that, but just before that happens 
we find that this is what John hears in heaven.   
 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things.”7 
 
So at the end of time we are getting confirmation of what happened at the beginning. But 
let me go on. 
 
“...for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”8 
 
So we have a very simple statement, one reason God created was because it gave him 
pleasure. It gave joy to God to do this, a desire to create and, thus, he did create. 
 
Move on. 
 
Another reason God created was that he should show or display his glory.  Before 
creation, my understanding is that there was no means of God’s manifestation. There was 
no revelation of the glory of God.    God didn't’ need that he is self sufficient. Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit dwelling in eternity. We don’t know much more. We don’t have a lot 
more.  We know some of the things God decided, eg there was at some point when 
angelic beings were created but also God decided to create the heavens and the earth that 
his glory might be see and that there might be a stage on which God’s glory could be 
manifest. 
 
Psalm 8:1 says: 
 
“O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory 
above the heavens.”9 
 
Psalm 19 and verse one. 

                                                
7 Revelation 4:11.  
8  Ibid.  
9 Psalm 8:1.  
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“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament...”10  
 
The firmament is that which we see when we look up. 
 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.”11 
 
Every tree, every flower, every great star, every meteorite that comes down in Russia or 
wherever, these things show us the glory of God. That is God’s stage.  But when a 
scientist looks at the detail of a cell he or she sees in one way something of the glory of 
God.  God created so that there would be this revelation of his greatness, of his very 
being.   
 
But there is, of course, the highlight of his creation. And so he says, again, in Genesis 
one:  
 
“Let us make man in our image.”12 
 
Notice the plural there.  Very early on we are being told that God dwells in trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. And the godhead say: 
 
“Let us make man in our image.”13 
 
And isn’t it amazing that God having made all of these things as a place for mankind to 
live? And so he thinks of this and he creates us.  We look at ourselves; the wonder of the 
human, the pathways in the brain and much more and we see how we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made - and yet we are under the curse.   
 
Why else would God create?   He created, thirdly, that we should show forth his glory.  
As the chief of his creation, we should show forth more glory than a flower.  We know 
that through sin humanity has died spiritually and the dead cannot show glory. In fact, 
quite the opposite. We show a fallen nature. But by his grace when we can say there was 
pre creation grace, it is the same grace that we see in time.  But there certainly was 
something that God decreed before.  There would be a people redeemed, part of his 
creation that they would show forth his glory both in time and in eternity. And that is 
what we are here for now. That is your purpose on earth, your chief purpose is to glorify 
God.  
 
Concerning his people of old we read in Isaiah 43 verse seven: 
 
“Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory.”14 

                                                
10 Psalm 19:1. 
11  Ibid.  
12 Genesis 1:26.  
13 Ibid.  
14 Isaiah 43:7.  
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It is a lovely little verse.  It is good think of that for a moment, those of you that sit there 
by grace. The Lord created you for his glory.   
 
In the New Testament we read, Ephesians one verse 12: 
 
“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.”15 
 
This is the chief end of man that we should glorify God.  
 
So there is another reason why we should give him the glory due to his name, another 
reason why God created. 
 
Let me give you one more and you will find others in Scripture, no doubt.  And there 
reason I give here is that there should be a bride for Christ.  His people are described as 
the bride of Christ. This isn’t just a title.  But it was the intention of the godhead, 
intention in time past that God the Son, the eternal Son of God should have a bride.   
 
Let me just quote a writer here who put it, perhaps, better than I can.  “The eternal Father 
created an entire universe and in it a world which previously had no existence 
whatsoever, created as a home in which bride would be reared.  Such a stupendous gift 
from God the Father to God the Son required an absolute creation out of nothing.” 
 
Isn't that a wonderful thing? And the thing that really kind of grips me on that this 
morning is that this is the great central plank of creation, that God should create in order 
there should be a bride for his only begotten Son and all that goes on in the world today, a 
lot of it is just... it is just going on.  The chief purpose of everything is that one day you 
and I should be with him in the glory. 
 
Let me put it in the words of Christ speaking to the Father in John 17.  The Lord Jesus 
said that God the Father gave him power over all flesh and that he should give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given him.  Father, I pray through thy own name, those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be with me, that they may be one, even as we are. 
 
We are to be one with Christ as Christ is one with the Father.  And I think that is a mind 
blowing thought to ponder further on, that all that we see in the universe above and the 
earth around us God did it that you and I, a redeemed people, might be the spotless bride 
of Christ with him in the glory. 
 
So there are some reasons why God created, because he chose to, to display his glory. 
There was nowhere for God to display his glory until he created, that Christians should 
show forth his glory and ultimately that we should be the bride of Christ.  
 
But, thirdly, and quite briefly:- 
 
                                                
15 Ephesians 1:12.  
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3 The consequences of God creating.   
 
In one sense we have mentioned this in that we should glorify God.  I won’t repeat that, 
but that is a consequence. We should, therefore, glorify God in all that we do, in all that 
we say and that we should be a praising people. And that is why we are here this 
morning. We come to worship and praise the living God. and that is why we do it in 
decency and in order, because our God is such a great God and we would not come in a 
frivolous way. We would come in all seriousness to bow before the living God.   
 
But a consequence of God creating in order to fulfill his decrees is that sin had to be dealt 
with.  God knew the devil who had been created before man He knew that he would rise 
up again in rebellion. His rebellion against God is a continuous rebellion and that he 
would come to spoil what God was doing.  
 
And so God had a plan of redemption that was not separate from creation. God’s plan of 
redemption is integral to creation, because there would be no point in God creating 
without a plan of redemption.  And look at the cost of God creating and doing what he 
says in his own Words that was ‘for his good pleasure.’ The cost of that was going to be 
the pain and suffering and degradation and ultimate death of the second person of the 
trinity, that the Father’s eternal Son should have to come in flesh and become, as the 
Scripture says, ‘humble unto death, even the death of the cross.’ And despite that, God 
created because he  set his love upon a people.  And Christ’s death and resurrection is all 
a part of the consequence of creation.   
 
Now we begin to see that creation is not simply trees on one day and animals on another 
and a debate over to whether it was six days or not. It is far more than that.  Those things 
are important. They are foundational, but we see, then, that creation actually involves the 
trinitarian godhead displaying his glory at the cost of the death of the second person of 
the godhead, that there should be a people called and prepared by God the Holy Spirit as 
a bride for Christ who will one day come and live with us. We will live with him in a 
place that he has gone to prepare. We begin to see that creation has great ends to it and 
creation had a purpose to reach those ends. And most of the discussion that you hear 
about evolution and all the rest of it is just a lie.    
 
So then, what have we got so far? God created, why he created, some consequences of 
creating. Now how do we put this together?  
 
What application can we make?   
 
First of all, we see the importance of creation in the gospel.  If God did not create, as we 
have set down in Scripture, if our God that we are speaking of each Lord’s day is not the 
one who created, then, Scripture is untrue. Sin is not an issue. That which you see around 
the world people just explain it away. There is, therefore, no need of a Savior, because 
there is no sin problem to be dealt with.  We are not all dead in trespass and sin.  The rest 
of the Bible has really no meaning at all. It is really just a book of myths as the world 
often take it. And the decrees of God are hopelessly lost if God did not create. 
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But God did create. And we should be so pleased about that. And he did come in the 
fullness of time to redeem repenting sinners.  And he is still working on the earth and in 
heaven so that the bride of Christ will be with him one day.   
 
The historic account of creation is fundamental to the gospel. We know where sin came 
from. We know of the greatness of God of whom we have offended. And we know that 
God has made provision for sinners.   
 
Secondly, is the purpose of creation fulfilled in your life?  
 
And that is something I have to ask, isn’t it?  Do you reflect the glory of God? If you are 
a Christian that is what you are here for.   
 
If you are not a Christian, well, you purpose is to seek the Lord that you may be a 
Christian and then reflect the glory of God.  Do we look forward to the fullness of 
recreation in our life on that resurrection morning?  We don’t have the fullness, yet, do 
we?  God has given us creation and we know through the fall that we are fallen creatures. 
We are born in trespass and sin.  But the Lord has come and he has redeemed us and we 
know our souls are redeemed, but we have still got an aching body, haven’t we?  And we 
are going to have the fullness of this recreation.  We are recreated as new creatures in 
Christ Jesus.  But the body is still frail. The flesh is still here in sin.   
 
But, my friends, let’s look forward to that new body, to an environment that is going to 
be free from sin and pain and sorrow and death.  That is all to come, isn't it? What does 
the Scripture say? Christ in us, the hope of glory. We reflect the glory of God now, but 
there is even more glory to come.   
 
In our attitudes, in our faith, in our worship, in all we do, we are to reflect the glory of 
God. What does the little hymn say:- “Let the glory of God been seen in me.”  
 
And then, finally, let creation take your thinking to end times.  You know, evolution is 
the most complex and truth defying myth that this world has ever known.  And I wonder 
whether this is the lie that Paul writes of in 1 Thessalonians two. I won’t be dogmatic 
about it, because I cannot be 100 percent sure.  But I say it as a thought.  It says there 
concerning end times: 
 
“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.”16 
 
Now I know that that is linked to the earlier verses in 1 Thessalonians two and he has 
been speaking about the antichrist, but nevertheless, the current resurgence of interest and 
intense conflict not just concerning Christianity, but particularly creation, because the 
devil knows how important creation is to the gospel and the importance of it to the 
Christian faith.  If  the Devil undermines Creation he has undermined the rest of 
Scripture. Is that the lie, the delusion that the world believes? Because when we look at 
                                                
16 2 Thessalonians 2:11.  
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the evidence? It just seems amazing that the world would miss so much of the obvious. It 
is, as if they are deluded. 
 
The time will come when Scripture says God will fold up the heavens as a man doth his 
garments.  We have been told about creation.  The words used there are the words that we 
would put literally into God will uncreate. As God spoke the Word and from naught, ex 
nihilo, the world came into be and the things he called came into being, so he will speak 
again and things will ex nihilo away, if you like, they will go into nothing.  But he will 
create, then, a new heavens and a new earth.   
 
My friends, we are thinking of knowing God, God as our creator and by knowing God as 
our creator, we understand why we are here and where we are going. And there should be 
great comfort for the Lord’s people in these things, that this great God is the one who 
loved us and gave himself for us. This is the one who cares for us day by day.  This is the 
One who marks the sparrow’s fall. How much more will he care for you and see us safely 
into glory.   
 
And, my friends, if there are any here that don’t know the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Savior, let it be a loving warning that all is ready for salvation, but you must see your 
need.  You must feel your need and see that it cannot be met in another, in a preacher, in 
a vicar, in a minster or whatever.  It cannot be met in any form of ritual or ceremony or 
any statement that you just simply want to believe.  You have to come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and you have to come repentant and grieving over your sin and say, “Lord, I know 
that the only way my sin can be dealt with was by your precious blood on the cross of 
Calvary and I see that it was for me. I take the Lord.” And when you have that 
confirmation, that assurance that you are his, that is a most wonderful thing.  It is the 
most wonderful thing in the whole of the world.  You were created that you might come 
to know him and reflect his glory.   
 
So, my friends, are you ready to meet your creator, the judge of all the earth? You can be 
through Christ. may the Lord so help us for his name’s sake. Amen. 
 
 
  


