
Professions to Die For 
Mark 14:53-65 

 
 
Today we move to the third scene in our “Journey to the Cross.”  But first, let’s review.   
 
Scene 1 – The official Last Supper.  It was Jesus’ last Passover supper with His disciples.  It was 
Israel’s last official Passover supper of the Mosaic Covenant.  At that supper, a new covenant was 
established. 
 
Scene 2 – The Prayer of Agony.  In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus fully surrendered His will to the 
Heavenly Father.  He agonized over what was going to happen to and with His disciples.  He 
agonized over leaving them in this world and dealing with the evil one without Him physically 
present.  He also prayed for you and me that night that we would have victory over the evil one 
and remain unified in our love for each other. 
 
Scene 3 – The arrest and trial of Jesus by the Sanhedrin. 
 
The title of my message this morning is “Professions to Die For.”  Question:  Why was Jesus 
deemed worthy of a death sentence by the religious ruling body of the Jews?  Does anybody know?   
 
Well, Jesus made three professions.  They were professions that would be blasphemous for anybody 
but Him.  But they were not blasphemy for Jesus because they were true.  Jesus made three 
professions before the Sanhedrin which identified Himself as something bigger, greater, more holy 
than a mere human being, a mere prophet, a mere rabbi or spiritual leader. 
     
Before I read the text, to set Scene 3 in context, I’m going to allow you to listen to author and 
pastor Adam Hamilton as he describes and takes us to what was possibly the location in Jerusalem 
where this took place.  So sit back and relax.  Listen and see, and let him take you there. 
 
{Video Clip} 
 
Ok, let’s read the text now.  Turn in your bibles to Mark 14:53-65 
 
Mark 14:53-65 
 
They led Jesus away to the high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes 
gathered together. 54 Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high 
priest; and he was sitting with the officers and warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief 
priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 
and they were not finding any. 56 For many were giving false testimony against Him, but their 
testimony was not consistent. 57 Some stood up and began to give false testimony against Him, 
saying, 58 "We heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days I will 
build another made without hands.'" 59 Not even in this respect was their testimony consistent. 60 
The high priest stood up and came forward and questioned Jesus, saying, "Do You not answer? 
What is it that these men are testifying against You?" 61 But He kept silent and did not answer. 
Again the high priest was questioning Him, and saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed One?"  
 



(Jesus was not willing to speak to any of the accusations that He was not prepared to die for.  But 
to this point, regarding His true identity, He was willing to speak.  And it is for what He says in 
response to that question that He is deemed worthy of death.  Here it is.) 
 
62 And Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 
POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN."   
 
(To the typical reader uneducated in Hebrew customs and Hebrew language, this just sounds like 
agreement to being Messiah and a few prophecies.  But in reality, as I will explain in a few 
minutes, Jesus is claiming to be God here.  Now, watch carefully the response of the high priest 
and the Sanhedrin.) 
 
63 Tearing his clothes, the high priest said, "What further need do we have of witnesses? 64 "You 
have heard the blasphemy; how does it seem to you?" And they all condemned Him to be 
deserving of death. 65 Some began to spit at Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him with 
their fists, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers received Him with slaps in the face.  
 
In Jesus’ only words of this scene are three professions, and all of them are tantamount to 
blasphemy were it not for the fact that they were all true.  Had it been Peter, or me, or you who 
made these claims, it would have been blasphemy.  But it was Jesus.   
 
Scene 3 is the ultimate of all ironies.  It’s hard to imagine.  Why the “irony of ironies?”   
 

 Men having God arrested and shackled 

 Men putting God on trial 

 Men accusing God of blasphemy 

 Men deeming God worthy of death 

 Men deeming God a liar 

 Men slapped God in the face and spit on Him and beat Him with their fists 
 
Who were these men?  Irony of ironies, these men were deemed the most righteous men of Israel.  
These men had risen to the top echelon of the Jewish people.  They were the ruling body in 
religious affairs and answered to the Roman appointed governor.   
 
Now I believe Jesus’ words in this text has as its aim two purposes: 
 

1) To bring about His own death sentence 
2) To back everyone, both those present and us today, into a corner and make us decide 

whether to embrace His professions or reject them. 
 
Today we will examine the professions Jesus made that brought about the Sanhedrin’s belief that 
He deserved to die according to their law.  And we decide, not whether or not they are true (for 
that would be us judging God), but whether or not to embrace those same professions with faith 
from the heart. 
 
These claims, or professions, of Jesus call us to make the following confessions. 
 
  



Confession #1: Jesus is My God 
 
To the question, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" Jesus did not answer with an 
affirmative.  He did not say, “Yes.”  He said, in what must have been Hebrew, the same words by 
which God identified Himself to Moses:  “I AM.”  In Hebrew no one ever uttered those words, even 
referring to God.  They did not utter the Hebrew equivalent of “I AM.” 
 
Notice again Mark 14:62. And Jesus said, "I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE 
RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN."   
 
When Jesus said “I Am,” He was saying much more than “I Am He.”  A direct object would have 
indicated that He was saying He was Messiah.  “I AM” was claiming to be One in the very essence 
with God the Father. 
 
When scribes penned the equivalent of “I AM” they would use various different rituals of respect to 
honor the name.  For example: change pens, wash their hands and their clothes, or some such 
things.  But they would not speak it with their mouths. 
 
This explains in part the reaction of the high priest tearing his clothes and saying, “What further 
testimony do we need!?” 
 
Yahweh is the name “all-sovereign God and originator of all things, including life itself.”    Do you 
see the position in which this profession would have put the Sanhedrin?  They would either have to 
bow in subservience to Him and worship Him, or cry out blasphemy.  There was no other choice for 
them. 
 
And now with the knowledge and understanding of Jesus’ claim, you must render your verdict.  He 
is either your God, the originator of your life, or He was a liar and blasphemer.  No other option.   
 
Do you confess Jesus as your God and creator?  Not to is to deny and believe Him to be a 
blasphemer.   
 
Now the second and third professions are not as bold, but they are equally offensive to the high 
priest.  When Jesus said  "I am; AND you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND 
OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN."  His meaning of this would have been 
readily obvious to one such as the high priest, and probably all of the Sanhedrin.   
 
In essence Jesus was identifying Himself as the person of whom these two Old Testament texts 
spoke.  Here is the confession it calls for us to make. 
 
Confession #2: Jesus is My  Sovereign and Eternal King 
 
Turn to Daniel 7:13-14.  Listen to this text as though you were the high priest.  Because when 
Jesus said “You will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds,” He quotes what would have been a 
very familiar passage to religiously zealous Jews, who looked forward to being out from underneath 
Rome. 
13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He (the son 
of Man) was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.  NIV 



When Jesus referenced this passage it would have been abundantly clear to the high priest that 
Jesus was claiming not to be the king of the Jews but the Eternal King with a global and universal 
authority over all. 
 
Part of Jesus’ profession also pulls from Psalm 110 with the phrase “sitting at the right hand of 
power”.  This too is an allusion to the kingship of Messiah.   
 
Ps 110:1-2 The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool 
for Your feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the 
midst of Your enemies."  NASU 
 
In that moment, who are Jesus’ enemies?  The Sanhedrin, right?  They are the ones who want to 
kill Him.  And what does this passage say that “the Lord” (reference to Yahweh) will do the 
enemies of the One Jesus is claiming to be?  “make them a footstool for his feet.” 
 
Jesus was claiming to be the God-appointed sovereign Lord and eternal universally sovereign King.  
His enemies would not concede this, of course, but they still had to respond in either belief or 
disbelief.  They did not believe Him.   
 
But this is Jesus’ profession.  He was sentenced to the cross for this profession, and it calls for you 
and I as today’s bystanders to His testimony to render our decision.   
 
It calls for us to confess or deny that Jesus is My  Sovereign and Eternal King 
 
Lastly, there is another allusion Jesus is making here through His quote from Psalm 110 that calls 
for us to make the following third confession. 
 
Confession #3: Jesus is MY Eternal Priest 
 
Jesus identified Himself as the One in Psalm 110 “who sits at the right hand of Yahweh.”  And this 
psalm also identifies that person as our eternal High Priest. 
 
Ps 110:4 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, "You are a priest forever According to 
the order of Melchizedek." NASU 
  
Now this is a real slap in the face to the high priest.  This guy has pulled a lot of strings and worked 
very hard to get where he is at.  He is the most powerful and influential person in Judaism for his 
day.  But when Jesus makes the claim to be the person of which Psalm 110 prophecies, He is 
claiming to be an eternal priest of a higher order than the Jewish priesthood (see Hebrews 7). 
 
Jesus is not only God, He is King, and He is Priest.  He created and sustains my life.  He rules and 
governs my life, and He is the priest who stands between me and Holy Heavenly Father and offers 
Himself for my justification.  He is my Savior in other words. 
 
This is who Jesus is professing to be, and I am left only to reject or believe these claims.  And who 
I am, what I become, the direction of my life, and where I spend my eternity rides on how I 
respond to these claims of Jesus. 
 
Everything. 
 



So what’s your verdict?  Is Jesus a blaspheming lunatic?  Or is He Emmanuel, God with us?  God 
incarnate.  The Word that became flesh and dwelt among us.  He leaves us no other options to 
choose from. 
 
 
 
Response Time: Lord’s supper meditations.  This high priest did not offer the blood of bulls and 
goats which can never take away sins.  Jesus offered His own blood to be the satisfaction of our 
penalty. 
 


