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Romans 1:18-20 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 6 

 
Introduction: 
 
     After the Apostle Paul completes the introduction and the theme to this wonderful book, 
introducing the righteousness that comes from God, and that the just shall live by faith he 
opens this next section on condemnation. Paul presents the overwhelming evidence of 
man’s sinfulness in his fallen state and how desperately mankind needs this righteousness 
that only God can provide.  
 
     Paul opened up this next section with the wrath of God. Dr. J. Vernon McGee states 
concerning the wrath of God. “Actually, if you want to know what salvation really is, you have 
to know how bad sin is. Sin is the measure of salvation. The wrath of God is God’s feeling, not 
His punishment of sin. It is His Holy anger” (McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary Series, 
Volume 42; 1991, page 35). 
 
     This is the idea that Paul wants to relay next, the wrath of God. The great importance of 
the gospel message, the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes, granting by 
faith the righteousness of God required to be in a right relationship with God, in that the 
just shall live by faith is often overlooked.  
 
     Paul says it is very important to understand this because the wrath of God is pointed 
straight at all mankind. What God demands, God provides and without His righteousness 
you will meet head on with a Holy God in judgment and you will be without excuse. 
 
Romans 1:18-20 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse: 
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     Dr. Warren Wiersbe opens up his commentary section to Romans 1:18 like so. “Hear ye! 
Hear ye! Court is now in session! Paul could have used those words at this point in his letter, 
because Romans 1:18 is the door that leads us into God’s courtroom” (Wiersbe, The Bible 
Exposition Commentary New Testament Volume 1; 1989, page 518). 
 
     The Apostle Paul had to begin with the unrighteousness of man in order for mankind to 
be able to somewhat understand the Righteousness of God. Until man is made to see he is a 
sinner and see the wrath of God pointed straight at him, he cannot appreciate the gracious 
gift of salvation that God offers in the Person of His Son the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 
     Paul begin this section in a very controversial fashion. He did not speak on love, grace, 
mercy or forgiveness but he moves directly into God’s Holy anger toward sin, His wrath. 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth” (ESV – Romans 1:18). 
 
     “Paul is about to expound a wonderful salvation. But first he establishes the need for it by 
showing that all people are sinful. Many of his contemporaries did not agree, with the result 
that his message seemed foolishness to them. Many of our contemporaries do not agree with 
his either. . . . it has always seemed to most people that they are, on the whole, pretty decent 
people” (Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 73). 
 
     Paul here is interested in the truth, preaching the gospel, not to make friends or sugar 
coat or water down the message but to give them the whole truth starting at their great 
need for this gift of salvation. Paul did not open this up and say I want to come to you and 
preach the gospel because it will meet all of you needs, or make you feel better about 
yourself.  
  
     When it comes to God, most people want a God who is happy and loving. In fact, most 
people want a Gospel that is happy and loving. Many people want a God that will just over-
look sin and be a big happy God who will love everyone and let everyone come and live 
with Him. However, this is not a true picture of the God of the Bible and it is certainly not a 
true perspective of the Gospel of God. 
 
     When Paul begins his discussion concerning the Gospel of God, he begins with a 
discussion of the wrath of God. This is anything but a love Gospel. The first pressure Paul 
puts on lost humanity is the pressure of God’s wrath. The threat of the eternal damnation 
and condemnation is the first reason Paul presents for people to come to Christ. True 
preaching of the Gospel of God will proclaim the wrath of God. 
 
Romans 1:18 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
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     Paul opens up and says, the importance of this, the reason I burn inside with the burden 
to preach the gospel is that the wrath of God is aimed at every sinner. Now if you will notice 
that verse 18 begins with a conjunction “for” (gar). This conjunction really presents the 
reason why men had better believe on Jesus Christ to receive the righteousness of God. For 
or because – the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men” (KJV – Romans 1:18a). 

     “All ungodliness and unrighteousness of men: Ungodliness – the way of thinking, believing; 
Unrighteousness – the way of acting, living” (Salyer, The Roman’s Witness – The Heathen / 
Part-1; 2012, page 2). 

     This is the call, the obligation and the duty of not just the preacher, but all those born of 
God, to be able to articulate and expound upon God’s Holy anger toward sin, His wrath, 
because this is part of the gospel message.  Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse told a very 
interesting story in his Romans Commentary that is a great illustration for the application 
of the messenger.  
 
     “Suppose the case of a boy who goes to the employment department of Western Union in 
one of our great cities. He asks for a job delivering telegrams and the manager tells him he 
can start at once. “But,” says the boy, “there is one thing I should warn you about. I am 
psychologically so constituted that I cannot stand any scene of unhappiness, I will deliver all 
of the telegrams that tell of fortunes being made, of congratulations for success, of acceptance 
for marriage, - in short, all of the telegrams that are of joy and bliss. But all the telegrams 
concerning sickness and death and loss are alien to my nature, and I will not deliver them.” It 
would not take the manager long to say that there was no place for such a messenger in the 
company” (Barnhouse, Romans - Expositions of Bible Doctrines; 1977, page 215). 
 
     Bottom line is this; we are not relaying the complete message if we leave out the wrath 
of God. One has to be made to know this truth before they fully understand and appreciate 
God’s grace. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (KJV – Romans 1:18). 

     When John the Baptist begin to preach in the wilderness of Judea, the Bible says this was 
his message. “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah when he said,“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.’” (NASB – Matthew 3:1-3). 

     Look at Matthew chapter three, John the Baptist preached a message of repentance. Dr. 
John MacArthur states “this is no mere academic change of mind, nor a mere regret or 
remorse. John the Baptist spoke of repentance as a radical turning from sin that inevitably 
became manifest in the fruit of righteousness” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible 
Notes; 2006, page 1364). 
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     What was the message preached by Jesus? Matthew chapter 4 and verse number 17. 
“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.”” (RSV – Matthew 4:17).  

     Why is there such a call to repentance? Why should mankind be warned in such an 
outlandish manner? We shouldn’t offend or upset each other with such a radical message 
to repent. Oh my friend but on the contrary, if mankind does not repent they will face the 
fierce wrath of God. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness” (KJV – Romans 1:18). 

Romans 1:19 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto 
them. 

     Dr. John Phillips states in his commentary concerning the witness of God. “God’s witness 
is unmistakable (1:19), and God’s witness is universal (1:20)” (Phillips, Exploring Romans – 
An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 23). 

     The Apostle Paul now opens up the condemnation of the heathen world. This 
condemnation against the ungodly heathen will go from verse 18 through verse 32. Dr. Alva 
J. McClain describes this condemnation that Paul renders here in three distinct divisions. 
“(1) the wrath of God revealed (v. 18), (2) the wrath of God deserved (vv. 19-23), and (3) the 
wrath of God inflicted (vv. 24-32)” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s Grace – Romans; 1973, 
page 61). 

     “Because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them” 
(NKJV – Romans 1:19). The word “manifest” lets us know that God has made visible and 
clear to every human that He is God and He will judge and He will send His wrath. Now you 
will carefully notice that God has made this evident “in” them and He has shown it “to” 
them. God has revealed specific knowledge of Himself to the mind and conscience and heart 
of every human being. It is the most natural thing in all of the world to acknowledge God. 
 
     Because God is made it known in them, and to them. Inside of every human being is the 
knowledge of the Creator. There is an innate knowledge of God and the knowledge of His 
power and the soon coming judgment. A person is not an atheist because he lacks the 
knowledge of God. He is an atheist because he rejects God and the reality of future 
judgment. In all reality, the atheist is trying to dismiss the thought of judgment from his 
mind because he already has this knowledge of God present. By his thinking he can reject 
and deny God, he will miss the judgment. This is absolutely absurd! For “as it is appointed 
for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins 
of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation” (NKJV – Hebrews 9:27-28). 
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Romans 1:20 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse: 

     Not only has God placed the knowledge of Himself in all mankind, His majesty and 
eternal power is clearly seen through His creative acts. “Being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” (KJV 
Romans 1:20b). This is a reference to God’s omnipotence, God’s might and God’s strength. 
God has demonstrated His eternal power since the creation of the world. God exists, man 
knows it, and creation proves it. 

     This creation shows His eternal and the Godhead. In other words all three Persons of the 
Trinity are manifested through His creative acts. Christ is not only the Deliverer, the 
Redeemer, and even the Judge, but He is also the Creator: 

     “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The 
same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made” (KJV – John 1:1-3). 

     “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not” (KJV – 
John 1:10). 

     “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him” (KJV – 1 Corinthians 8:6). 

     “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16 For by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for 
him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the 
body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence” (KJV – Colossians 1:15-18). 

     “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 
all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had 
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high:” (KJV – 
Hebrews 1:1-3). 
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     Paul uses the power and the wrath of God to open this discourse to the Romans letting 
all mankind know that he is without excuse. To deny one Person of the Godhead is in fact to 
deny all three. There is enough revelation in mankind and within His Creation to cause man 
to seek after the light that God has given him.  

     “Paul does not teach here that men have in creation a sufficient revelation of God to bring 
them to salvation, for he shows in Romans 10:14-17, that only by hearing about and believing 
in Jesus Christ as the risen Lord can men be saved” (Steele, Romans – An Interpretive Outline; 
1963, pages 17). 

     Romans 1:18-20 shows us clearly that; All men have some measure light. For that which 
may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. And also - the 
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.  

     Paul says the gospel is indeed important because man stands in the cross hairs of a Holy 
and Just God and His wrath is pointed directly at Him, he is without excuse.  This term 
“without excuse” is a forensic term which means when the soul stands before God on that 
last and final day of great judgment, that person will have been given enough evidence 
through the intuitive knowledge within that human being and through the evidences of 
creation to be judicially condemned for not responding to this general revelation.  

  There is but one way anyone may escape the wrath of God. One can never be right with 
God through their works, but man can only be justified by faith in the finished work of the 
Person of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

 

Romans 10:13-17 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 
report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
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   Our God is Sovereign, but mankind still has a great responsibility to respond by faith and 
repentance to the message of the “good news”.  It has been said that one verse of Scripture 
ripped into the heart and the soul of Jonathan Wesley. The verse was Zechariah 3:2 which 
says, “And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”(KJV – Zechariah 
3:2). 

    Unless a person has the Righteousness of God, they are headed straight for the eternal 
fire of God. His Holy Anger against sin. This is the great importance of the gospel. “Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (KJV – Acts 4:12). That Name is Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
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