
Gospel of Mark Chapter 8B 

 

This morning along with the disciples of Christ we are confronted with the question:  

“Who Do Men Say That I Am?’ 

 

The landscape of American society is cluttered with a great variety of personal opinions 

about Jesus.  I have watched a few videos of people who take to the streets and ask the 

question, “Who is Jesus Christ?”     The answers are greatly varied.  

 

Jehovah Witnesses will tell you that: 

“Jesus was the first and direct creation of Jehovah God” (NOT the eternal Son, the 

second person of the Trinity) They say that - “Neither the angels nor Jesus existed before 

their creation.” 

 

Mormonism adds Jesus to their ever growing pantheon of gods. 

Mormons, like the J.W. believe that Jesus is a created being, (not the creator) He is the 

product of relations between god and his goddess wife who used to be people from 

another world. They believe that Jesus is the literal spirit brother of Lucifer.  

(And you thought that your family was dysfunctional) 

 

The Quran says that: 

"The Messiah (Jesus), son of Mary, was no more than a Messenger before whom many 

Messengers have passed away; (Adam, Moses) and his mother adhered wholly to 

truthfulness, and they both ate food (as other mortals do). (Quran 5:75).   

(So Jesus was Mortal not divine) 

As for the Atoning death of the Lord Jesus the Quran states: 

"“They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but they thought they did.” (Quran 

4:156) “God lifted him up to His presence. God is Almighty, All-Wise” (Quran 4:157)  

 

All false religions and cults have unique and distorted views about the Lord Jesus. As 

Christians we look to the clear and consistent testimony of scripture as the only inspired, 

authoritative source of all truth. 

 

Throughout the Gospels we find this question frequently asked by those who witnessed 

the power and forgiveness of the Lord Jesus; that repeated question is “WHO is this?” 

 When the Paralytic was lowered through the roof and placed before the Lord Jesus, 

Jesus said, “Man your sins are forgiven you” the Pharisees responded: “Who is this 

who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  (Luke 5:21) 

 When the sinful woman anointed Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair, Jesus 

said: “Your sins are forgiven.” And those who were at the table with him responded: 

“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” (Luke 7:49) 

 On the boat, when Jesus awakened from his sleep, rebuked the wind and the sea the 

disciples said: “Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey him?” (Mark 4:41) 

 

Here at the very center of the Gospel of Mark as Jesus is walking with his disciples and 

HE raises this question: 



Mark 8:27  “Who do people say that I am?” 

 

John Macarthur calls this question and Peter’s illuminated response “MARK’S 

Continental Divide.” 

 What is that? Let me explain: 

 

The Continent of North America is divided by a stretch of mountains (Rocky Mountains) 

This mountain range separates all of the waters to the west pushing them into the Pacific 

Ocean and everything to the east into the Atlantic Ocean. The Rockies are America’s 

Continental Divide. 

 

Jesus Question to his Disciples and Peter’s response to that question make up the 

continental divide in the Gospel of Mark: 

 The First Half of Mark focuses on who Jesus is and the whole narrative flows quickly 

toward Peter’s confession.  

 In the Second Half of his Gospel Mark focuses on what Jesus came to do. 

Immediately following Peter’s confession Jesus points to his coming crucifixion. 

 

This morning’s outline is simple there are only two points:  

1. Public Opinion 

2. Personal Confession 

SLIDE #9 

PUBLIC OPINION: 

Mark 8: 27  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 

And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28  And they told 

him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 

 Back in Mark 6:14-16, Herod Antipas expressed deep concern that Jesus was the 

reincarnation of John the Baptist. (whom he had put to death - feeling guilty?) 

 Others were of the opinion that Jesus was Elijah the Prophet. 

o Every Jewish household (even today) leaves a seat open at the Passover meal 

anticipating the return of Elijah. (God took him and he is scheduled to return) 

Malachi 4:5  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 

day of the LORD comes.” 

 

Still others believed that Jesus was one of the prophets. They knew their Old Testament 

well enough to know that Moses prophesied about one who would come after him: 

Deut 18: 15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen” 

 

Certainly these ideas communicate a favorable assessment of the Lord Jesus. Each one is 

positive and politically correct. Believing that Jesus was a prophet would have been 

readily acceptable to the culture, the society of Jesus’ day. 

 All of those views honor him but they all misrepresent him as well. They all applaud 

him but at the same time they all deny who he really is. 



 Like the multitudes in our own generation who eagerly admit that Jesus was a 

Prophet or a good moral teacher. All the while they have no interest in him or in his 

teachings.   

 

Now I want you to consider the wisdom of Jesus’ communication as he methodically and 

purposefully intensifies the conversation. As we have seen he begins by asking, “Who do 

men say that I am?” 

 It is easy and non-threatening to repeat other people’s opinions.  

o There is no personal ownership when we simply report the opinions of others. 

We are merely communicating what we have heard. 

o As a matter of fact many people take delight in communicating the opinions 

of others. 

 Did you hear what Jimmy said about you?  I was talking to Suzie the 

other day and you would not believe what she said! 

 It is usually less daunting to venture the opinions of others than it is to risk declaring 

your own thoughts. SO Jesus’ next question actually intensifies the conversation. 

 

This question requires the disciples to form and express their own judgments rather than 

hiding behind popularity polls. 

 With that thought we now move to our second point: 

 

2.Personal Confession 

Mark 8:29  And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 

“You are the Christ.”  

 This is the FIRST time that any of the disciples have made a personal confession of 

Jesus as the Christ.  

o And that is what makes this the continental divide. 

 Understand this:  Christ is not his last name, it is the Greek title for the Jewish 

Messiah.   Literally Christ is the “ANOINTED ONE.”   

 

In the O.T. there were three classes of people who received an anointing, the pouring of 

oil: That anointing set them apart to be used by God 

 Prophets, Priests and Kings.  

 As the Jewish Messiah Jesus is the ultimate prophet,  John tells us that Jesus is “The 

Word made flesh.” According to Hebrews he is “God’s final word.” 

 The Great High Priest - He offered himself up as the only atoning sacrifice for our 

sin. 

 The rightful king over all creation. - Isaiah ALL of the governments will rest on his 

shoulders. Daniel - His kingdom will have no end. 

 

As we consider Peter’s confession let me ask you this question: HOW did Peter KNOW 

Jesus’ true Identity?   

 Jesus says that Peter’s confession is evidence of divine revelation: 

 

Matthew 16: 15  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16  Simon Peter 

replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17  And Jesus answered him, 



“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 

my Father who is in heaven. 

 Like the healing of the blind man that we saw last week, the opening of spiritual eyes 

is a sovereign act of a gracious and loving God. 

 Blind men cannot regain sight on their own, neither can spiritually dead sinners be 

raised to new life apart from divine intervention.  

 Revelation - uncovering… (Fancy Dinner in French restaurant) 

 

R C Sproul - ALL truth is dependent upon God’s work of revelation. Revelation is 

making plain or an unfolding of that which is hidden. 

 

Augustine illustrated the idea of revelation by means of physical sight. He said even 

people with perfect vision, if they were placed in a room filled with beautiful objects, 

could not see any of their beauty if the room were immersed in total darkness. Although 

they may have the necessary equipment to see the beautiful objects, unless those objects 

are set in the light, even the most acute vision would be inadequate to perceive them. 

Augustine said, “The light of divine revelation is necessary for us to know any truth 

whatsoever. 

 

Thomas Aquinas said, “All truth and all knowledge in the final analysis rests on God as 

the source of truth and as the one who makes it possible for us to know anything at all.   

 

Let’s follow the events leading up to Peter’s confession: (See if you can relate to them)  

 In the Gospel of John chapter 1, Andrew was one of 2 disciples of John the 

Baptist who followed Jesus home and after spending the day with Jesus Andrew 

called his brother Peter saying: 

John 1: 41B  “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 

 Andrew shared his good news with his brother Simon. 

 BUT it took about 3 years of following the Lord Jesus before Peter’s eyes were 

opened and he made his public confession. 

 Like Peter and many of YOU,  I had a friend who loved me enough to share the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ with me. 

 

When I look back on my own life, I believe that there was a similar moment when the 

internal revelation of Jesus Christ brought about my own public confession. 

 I was a very young and aggressive assistant store manager, climbing the corporate 

ladder in a local grocery chain.  

 As I look back I see the sovereign hand of the Lord graciously directing my path. 

 Many of our employees at the store in Red Hill were full time students at the Bible 

College that was down the street.  

 I had previously prayed to receive Christ with a friend when I was 16 years old, but I 

was not plugged into a church. You could say at that time in my life I was trying to 

live in 2 worlds.  

 There was a point when the Bible College students were studying the book 

Evangelism Explosion, and that led to frequent “explosions” in the back of the store. 



 The Store Manager was a very verbal Unbeliever and one day I happened to be 

walking by when one of the students exploded on the Store Manager.  

 This particular student knew that I was a Believer and he pushed me right into the 

middle of the fire. 

o I was like a deer in the headlights. But again God sovereignly ordained that 

situation to push me over the fence that I was sitting on. 

 The Holy Spirit provided the courage at the moment I needed to take a bold stand 

confessing Jesus Christ as LORD. 

 

The pattern that I see is this; God the Father enlightens the eyes, revealing the glory of his 

saving grace in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The eyes of the heart are directly connected to the tongue in those who believe so that 

revelation becomes confession:     Listen to the words of the Apostle John:  

 

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify (Revelation and Confession) that the Father has 

sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God abides in him, and he in God. 

 John is using this idea of revelation and confession to provide us with ASSURANCE 

of our salvation.  

 We know that we have been saved because he has revealed himself to us and the 

testimony of Jesus Christ is on our lips. 

 

Luke 12:8 ‘‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man 

also will acknowledge before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men 

will be denied before the angels of God. 

So my question for you this morning is this: Have you reached the great continental 

divide in your own life?  Have you walked the road to Caesera Philippi? 
 

When your children ask, when your co-workers question you, you’re your unbelieving family 

members need to know? 

WHO do YOU say that I am? 


