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2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 Answers 
Justice Guaranteed When Jesus Returns 

 
****1. How did Paul begin this second letter (1:1-2)? Compare 1 Thessalonians 1:1. Paul began 2 

Thessalonians with a greeting very similar to the one found in 1 Thessalonians. Paul was the 
actual author, though he wrote on behalf of both Silvanus and Timothy.  The fact that all three men 
were still together suggests that 2 Thessalonians was written soon after 1 Thessalonians (Scripture 
does not refer to them as a traveling trio after their time in Corinth, Acts 18). 

 
Review:  God had used these men to start the church in Thessalonica. There was a large Jewish 

popular there so the three missionaries spent three Sabbaths in the synagogue preaching the 
Gospel.  As a result, a number of Jews and God-fearing Gentiles believed (Acts 17:4).  Sadly, the 
unbelieving Jews stirred up a riot, forcing the missionaries to leave prematurely. Paul was naturally 
concerned about the fledgling church, so he sent Timothy back to encourage them. In response to 
Timothy’s report he wrote the Thessalonians two letters. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****What two things obviously pleased Paul (1:3-4)? It pleased Paul that 1) their faith was growing 

abundantly and 2) their love for one another was increasing.   
 
2. How might 1:3 be an answer to Paul’s prayer back in 1 Thessalonians 3:12? Paul previously 

prayed for their love to abound for one another and based here on 1:3, God had answered Paul’s 
prayer! 

 
Application: It would seem that two marks of a healthy church are growing faith and increasing love. 

Notice he did not say, “Because your membership numbers are growing” or “Because your 
baptisms are up”. 

 
How would you know if you have an abundantly growing faith or not (1:3)? Perhaps a person 

would worry less, witness more, give more, etc. 
 
Can you honestly say that your love for the others in the church is increasing (1:3)? Increased 

love might manifest itself in bearing one another’s burdens, being less irritable, being more patient, 
looking of other people’s interests, etc. 

 
What two responses did Pal have to their faith and love (1:3-4)? Paul thanked God for them (1:3) 

and he boasted about them to the other churches (1:4). 
 
Word Study: “Ought” (1:3) is from opheilo (3784) and means to owe, to be in debt for, or to be under 

obligation (Thayer). The faith and love of the Thessalonians made the evangelists feel obligated to 
thank God for them, “as is right” (1:3).   

 
Application:   

Are the things that were important to Paul important to you?   
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When was the last time you felt an obligation to thank God for the strength of someone else’s 
faith? 

Have you ever been so excited about another person’s faith that you boasted about it? 
 

3. Based on 1:4, what made the steadfastness of their faith so remarkable? Compare Matthew 
24:9-12. Their steadfast faith was something to boast about because of the unrelenting and severe 
persecution and affliction they were enduring.  Many people do not respond to persecution with 
love: 

 
ESV Matthew 24:9-12 . . . they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and 
hate one another . . . the love of many will grow cold. 

  
What do you think of when you think of steadfastness (1:4)? It is from hupomoné; hupo means 

under (like a hypodermic needle goes under the skin) and meno means to stay, abide or remain. 
Thus it means to remain under (pressure) and not give up.  In secular Greek hupomoné was used 
frequently in military contexts in the sense of standing one’s ground (DNTT, II, p. 772). The church 
in Thessalonica persevered in faith despite opposition.  It is not the patience which grimly waits for 
the end, but the patience which radiantly hopes for the dawn (Rienecker, p. 605). 

 
4. What persecution and affliction had the church been enduring (1:4)? See Acts 17:1-9, 1 

Thessalonians 2:14-16. The unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica stirred up local Gentile trouble 
makers to riot and persecute the church. In writing to the Thessalonians earlier, Paul said: 

 
ESV 1 Thessalonians 2:14 . . . you suffered the same things from your own countrymen [the 

Gentiles?] as they [the church in Judea] did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord Jesus and the 
prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and oppose all mankind by hindering us from 
speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved - so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. 
But God's wrath has come upon them at last! 

 
The Jewish people today are rightly viewed as an unjustly persecuted minority.  However, in the first 

century it was the Jews themselves who were the persecutors. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****What fate awaits those who afflict the church (1:5-10)? They will be repaid with affliction and 

the punishment of eternal destruction. 
 
5. The Big Picture: Why do you suppose Paul felt it important to remind the persecuted church 

that God will judge those who were persecuting them (1:5-10)? Perspective is everything! The 
church was being unfairly pounded by trails while their persecutors lived free of trouble. A world 
where might makes right could easily cause believers anguish. Paul knew it was important to focus 
on the end game:  God is just and will judge those who oppose Him (Shogren, p. 246). 
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6. Verse 5 says, “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God”. To what does “this” (1:5) 
refer; what is evidence is God’s righteous judgment? Compare 1:3-4. Verse 5 is difficult to 
interpret in the English. “This” evidently refers back to the fact that the church was steadfast in faith 
and love while enduring persecution (1:3-4). Their faith and love was evidence of God’s righteous 
judgment in considering them worthy of the kingdom of God. 

 
It is possible that the saints in Thessalonica were having doubts about their standing with God on the 

Day of Judgment. Paul would here be reassuring them that their faith and love in the face of 
persecution were evidence that they were worthy of God’s kingdom. 

 
7. What made these believers worthy of the kingdom of God (1:5)? See ahead to 2:13-14. It is 

not that the suffering made them worthy.  That fact that they persevered in faith despite the 
suffering proved they were worthy.  A high IQ rating does not make a person smart; it merely 
reveals the intelligence already present. Similarly, perseverance in faith despite persecution does 
not make one worthy; it merely demonstrates that the worthiness is already present. 

 
The reason they were worthy is simply because God chose them to be saved, sanctified them by His 

Spirit and called them through the Gospel to obtain glory. 
 
8. These saints were suffering because of the kingdom of God (1:5). Why does God allow His 

people to suffer for His kingdom? See John 15:18-21. A greater good is served that we don’t 
understand. The fact is that God is both good and sovereign. We walk by faith, trusting in Him. 

 
ESV John 15:18-21 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were 

of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A 
servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they 
kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my 
name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

 
****According to 1:6-8, what does God consider to be just? (Reread it aloud). God considers it 

just to repay with affliction those who afflict the church and grant relief to the afflicted. God will 
afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted! 

 
Word Study:  “Relief” (1:7) is from anesis and means a loosening or relaxing.  In Classical Greek 

could refer to the release of a bow string (Rienecker, p. 606). 
 

9. Based on 1:7, when will the church get relief from persecution? The church will get relief when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven and brings vengeance on unbelievers. 

 
Word Study: “Revealed” (1:7) is from apokalupsis (thus our word apocalyptic) and means unveiling, 

a pulling back of the curtain. 
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Timing:  Both final judgment on the persecutors and relief for the church appear to happen at the 
same time: “when” Jesus is revealed from heaven with his angels in flaming fire.  Paul obviously 
expected the Thessalonian church to continue to go through persecution right up until the Second 
Coming.  If Paul envisioned relief coming to the church via a secret rapture seven years before the 
Second Coming, he failed to state so here. Instead, Paul envisioned the church being on earth and 
persecuted right up to the time when Jesus comes and destroys those who oppose the Gospel. 

 
10. What in 1:7 indicates Paul thought it possible Jesus might return within his lifetime? The 

words “and to us as well” indicate that Paul expect to still be alive, and get relief from persecution, 
when Jesus returned.  The church in Thessalonica did get a measure of relief in A.D. 70 when 
Jesus came in judgment against unbelieving Judaism.  The Roman government destroyed 
Jerusalem and persecuted Jews all over the Roman Empire, significantly reducing their ability to 
oppose the Gospel or persecute the church. However, church tradition states that Paul did not 
even live to see the A.D. 70 event.  He was martyred under Nero’s reign in the 60s.  The 
application for us is that Jesus’ return could be within our lifetimes as well. 

 
11. In this context, what does the flaming fire symbolize (1:18)? Matthew 3:10, 13:41-42, 25:41, 

Revelation 14:11. Flaming fire symbolizes not only the dazzling glory of His coming, but also often 
judgment, death and hell. John the Baptist said: 

 
ESV Matthew 3:10 . . .  the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire . . . His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire. 

 
ESV Matthew 13:41-42 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom 

all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace.  
 

ESV Matthew 25:41 . . . Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 

 
What is vengeance (1:8)? It is from ekdikésis and indicates full, complete punishment (Rienecker, p. 

606). 
 
ESV Romans 12:19 . . .  it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 

 
How does 1:8 describe those who were afflicting the church?  They are described as those who 

do not know God and who do not obey the Gospel. 
 
12. How does one obey the Gospel (1:8)?  One obeys the Gospel by believing its message, which 

invariably leads to a lifestyle of obedience.  It is the obedience of faith (Ro 1:5). 
 
****What eternal fate awaits unbelievers (1:9)? They will be punished with eternal destruction away 

from the presence of the Lord. 
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13. What is eternal destruction (1:9)? See Mark 9:47-48, Revelation 14:11. It sounds like they will 
be annihilated. However, other Scriptures indicate unbelievers will be conscious forever. 

 
ESV Mark 9:47b-48 It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes 

to be thrown into hell, where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched. 
 
ESV Revelation 14:11 . . . the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no 

rest, day or night . . . 
 
Word Study: “Destruction” (1:9) is from olethros (3639b) and does not mean annihilation, but 

ruination.  It implies the loss of all things that give worth to existence (Rienecker, p. 606). 
 
14. How did Paul explain what he meant by eternal destruction within 1:9? Eternal destruction is 

the same as being away from the presence of the Lord. To be away from the Lord truly is the loss 
of all things that give worth to existence. 

 
When will this eternal destruction befall unbelievers (1:10)? It will befall them “when” (1:10) the 

Lord comes. 
 
Apostles’ Creed: He (Jesus) ascended into heaven . . . thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead . . .  
 
Nicene Creed: He (Jesus) will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end . . .  
 
Athanasian Creed: He (Jesus) arose from the dead; he ascended to heaven . . . from there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
ESV Revelation 20:11-15 . . . I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his 

presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great 
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, 
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to 
what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the 
dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had 
done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake 
of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire. 

 
Research:  Barna Group research found that most Americans do not expect to experience Hell first-

hand. Just 1/2 of 1% expect to go to Hell upon their death.  64% believe they will go to heaven 
(Shogren, p. 263). Perhaps the other 35% don’t even believe in Hell. 

 
15. Based on 1:10, what is the purpose behind the Lord’s return? He is returning to be glorified in 

His saints and to be marveled at among all who have believed. 
 
16. How should the information of 1:6-10 impact our lives?   
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ESV Romans 8:18 . . . the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. 

 
ESV Romans 12:19 . . . never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****What prayer request did Paul and the other missionaries have (1:11-12)? In short, they 

prayed that the church in Thessalonica would be worthy of their calling and that God would 
empower them to do good works. 

 
Structure: Notice that Paul began this chapter with prayer (1:3) and he ended it with prayer (1:11). 
 
What does it mean to be made worthy of God’s calling (1:11)? The word “made” (1:11) is from 

axioo (515) and means to deem worthy (Thayer). The prayer was that God would deem (or 
esteem) them worthy of His calling, presumably because of their lives of faith and good works 
despite persecution. 

 
The first prayer in 1:11 is that God would make them worthy of His calling. What is the second 

prayer found in 1:11?  It is that God would fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by 
His power. 

 
17. What can we learn about doing good works from 1:11? We can learn that doing good grows 

out of faith and is really done in God’s power.  A cardinal doctrine of the church is the 
perseverance of the saints.  Really it ought to be called the perseverance of God within the saints.  
God works in us and empowers us to persevere in the faith and do good works. 

 
According to 1:12, why did Paul want them to be worthy of God’s calling and for them to fulfill 

every resolve for good (1:11)? It was “so that” the name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
them.  Our purpose on earth is to bring glory to Jesus (which would be blasphemous if Jesus were 
not God). 

 
What did Paul mean by the “name” of the Lord Jesus (1:12)? In the Old Testament, “the name of 

the Lord” is often used for all that the name covers (Vincent, p. 58). A.T. Robertson said that in the 
Old Testament it denotes the revealed character of Jehovah (Robertson, p. 46). Thus, the word 
“name” involves all that is known about the person designated; certain images are conjured with 
certain names or titles. 

 
18. How can 1:11-12 serve as a prayer guide for us? What a great thing to pray for other believers 

that we know. 
 

So What? 
 
19. What was Paul’s primary objective in writing this chapter; what was he trying to do?  Paul 

wrote to encourage and comfort the church in the midst of their persecutions. 
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20. What did we learn about end time events from this chapter? 
 
**** = ask this question before reading the text aloud.  This is put people’s minds in gear and 

them something to look for as the text is read.  It causes focus. 
 
• These lessons are designed for a 45 minute session and are based on the ESV. 
 

• You can hear a recording of this actual lesson being taught at www.SermonAudio.Com/NTRF 
 
Stephen E. Atkerson   
www.NTRF.org   
03/02/13 

 

 


