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This morning we continue our study of this last part of 

Paul’s argument in Romans 9-11.  Next week we’ll meditate on the 

doxology that concludes these 3 chapters.  And then we’ll be 

moving on to chapters 12-16 which contain many, many practical 

applications that flow from the doctrinal foundation of chapters 1-

11, which is what we’ve been looking at up to this point.  Chapters 

1-11 are theology—how we need to understand our sin, and Jesus’ 

sacrificial death, and His righteousness credited to us by faith, and 

our identity in Christ, and the hope we have because of these 

truths, and the confidence we can have in God’s Word, because it 

is not as though the word of God has failed (that’s 9-11).  And then 

we’ll come to chapters 12-16 which will give us exhortation after 

exhortation of how we need to live this out in our daily lives.  I’m 

really looking forward to our time in those chapters. 

 But for this morning, we’re still wrapping up this last piece 

of how Paul is defending that thesis statement in Romans 9:6, that 

it is not as though the word of God has failed.  It may seem that 

God’s word has failed because of Israel’s widespread unbelief.  

But that’s not the case.  First of all, God never promised to save 

every physical descendant of Abraham.  The reality of God’s 

unconditional election has always been evident—Isaac was chosen 

instead of Ishmael, Jacob was chosen instead of Esau.   

 The second piece of the defense is the fact that there has 

always been a remnant of believing Jews.  Paul, himself, is a 

striking example of this.  He was fiercely opposed to Jesus and 

those who followed Jesus.  But then Jesus appeared to Paul when 

he was on the road to Damascus.  And Paul’s life turned 

completely around.  There were many other Jews as well who 

heard the Good News and believed.  There was a remnant of 

believing Jews in Elijah’s day in the Old Testament, and a remnant 

in Paul’s day, and there is a remnant of believing Jews in every 

generation, including our own.  You can look at the ministry of 

Jews for Jesus and read many testimonies of ethnic Jews who have 

embraced Jesus as their Messiah.  God is upholding His word to 

His people throughout every generation by preserving a remnant, 

even if the majority continue in unbelief. 

 The final and climactic answer that Paul gives regarding 

God’s faithfulness to His Word comes in this section that we’re 

studying right now (last week and today; 11:11-32).  Here Paul 
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builds on the idea of a remnant and reveals something even greater, 

even more exciting, something that will show God’s glory and His 

faithfulness and His mercy. 

 I want to start by reviewing the points I made last week, 

and then the points for this morning will have a similar structure. 

 The title of last week’s sermon was, “God’s Severity and 

Kindness,” and the main headings were: Israel’s stumbling, Gentile 

faith, Israel’s jealousy, and Gentile humility.  We see God’s 

severity in Israel’s stumbling.  Even though they have so many 

spiritual privileges, they are not embracing their Messiah.  And 

God is rejecting them because of their rejection of Jesus.  But the 

astounding thing is that Israel’s trespass leads to Gentile salvation.  

The Gospel has been going out to the nations these 2,000 years 

with tremendous impact.  So many Gentiles are receiving the 

Gospel with open arms—repenting of sin and believing in Jesus.  

In God’s design, this will provoke the Jewish people to jealousy 

and bring about their salvation.  Paul was wanting to see this 

happen in his day.  He was hoping and praying that his ministry to 

the Gentiles would be a means of provoking his fellow Jews to 

jealousy and thus being a means of drawing them to faith in Jesus.  

That’s what he says in verse 13-14, “Inasmuch then as I am an 

apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order somehow to 

make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them.”  Now, 

just to be clear, he’s not saying that’s his only purpose in preaching 

the Gospel to Gentiles.  He wants to bring about the obedience of 

faith among the nations, to the glory of God (as he says at the 

beginning and end of this letter).  And as he writes in chapter 15, “I 

tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 

God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify  God for his 

mercy.”  So it’s not that God’s plans to save Jews is more 

important than His plans to save Gentiles, or vice versa.  God will 

be glorified forever because of His mercy to both Jews and 

Gentiles, as He is grafting both into the same olive tree.   

What’s so illuminating in Romans 11 is to see God’s design 

in how the salvation of Gentiles and the salvation of Jews are 

linked.  Paul desired to see his kinsmen brought to jealousy in 

response to seeing Gentiles coming to Jesus.  We ought to pray for 

this in our day as well.  And we should also anticipate this 

happening in a large-scale manner at some point in the future.  

This point is debated, but it’s something I do see in this passage.   

Verse 12, “Now if [Israel’s] trespass means riches for the 

world, and if [Israel’s] failure means riches for the Gentiles, how 
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much more will [Israel’s] full inclusion mean [literally, “their 

fullness]!” (Romans 11:12, ESV)  

 This is what the jealousy will eventually bring about.  The 

full inclusion of Israel, by faith, into the one people of God.  Like I 

said last week, we do need to be clear that Paul is talking about one 

people of God here.  There’s one tree in this metaphor, with 

various branches.  There are Jews and Gentiles, but these 

ethnicities do not represent two peoples of God.  Nor are there two 

ways of salvation.  Salvation is by faith alone.  Gentiles and Jews 

are gathered into the one people of God by grace alone through 

faith alone.   

 What these verses do seem to point to (at least in my 

understanding of the passage—there is debate over this, which I’ll 

say more about this morning), is a time when this jealousy will 

finally result in a massive ingathering of ethnic Jews.  Their 

“fullness” will come about in a way that is far greater than what is 

being experienced in Paul’s day or in our day.    

 Verse 15, which is parallel to verse 12, seems to confirm 

this.  “For if [Israel’s] rejection means the reconciliation of the 

world, what will [Israel’s] acceptance mean but life from the 

dead?” (Romans 11:15, ESV) In both of these verses Paul argues 

from the lesser to the greater.  If Israel’s rejection leads to the 

reconciliation of the world [the Gentiles], then Israel’s acceptance 

is going to be even greater—even more shocking, more wonderful, 

and will highlight God’s grace all the more. 

 Notice how rejection is contrasted with acceptance in verse 

15.  The current condition of Israel—described in these verses as 

stumbling, trespass, failure, rejection—will give way to full 

inclusion and acceptance.   

The phrase “life from the dead” is unique.  I think there’s 

good reason to believe that Paul, in Romans 11:15, is referring to 

our future resurrection, when we will receive the redemption of our 

bodies (as he mentioned in Romans 8).     

  If this understanding is correct, then we see three parts in 

the drama of redemption in verses 12 and 15.  The Jews’ trespass 

and rejection (part 1) leads to Gentile salvation and reconciliation 

(part 2) which will, in God’s design, provoke Israel to jealousy and 

eventually, in a climactic way, lead to the full inclusion of Israel 

and the final resurrection (part 3).  So these insights speak not only 

to the current situation but also look to the future.   
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 We see these 3 parts of God’s redemptive plans again in 

verses 17-24.  Here Paul uses the illustration of the olive tree.  

Some branches were broken off (the unbelieving Jews), and a wild 

olive shoot (believing Gentiles) were grafted in (verse 17).  And 

then verses 23-24 come back to make a point about Israel being 

grafted back in.   

“And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be 

grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. For if you 

were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, 

contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will 

these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive 

tree.” (Romans 11:23–24, ESV)  

 So again, there is this sequence of Jewish unbelief, Gentile 

belief, Jewish belief.  And again there is the “how much more” 

reasoning from the lesser to the greater.  It’s not merely a sequence 

of one thing and then another thing and then another thing.  There 

is a progression here that is building steam.  There is a growing 

excitement about God’s plans.  Paul can hardly contain himself as 

he shares these things that have been revealed to him.  In my Bible 

there is an exclamation point at the end of verse 12.  Of course 

there were not exclamation points in the original Greek.  But I 

think it’s appropriate.  There is an evident excitement in Paul’s 

language here.   

 So we’ve seen this sequence of Israel’s stumbling, Gentile 

faith, Israel’s jealousy, and Paul also made the point that Gentiles 

should be humble, knowing that the roots of our faith are in the 

rich soil of Israel’s history.  We must not be arrogant toward the 

Jews.  There must be no hint of anti-Semitism in the church.  

Instead, there should be a heart-broken compassion toward the 

Jews, yearning for their salvation.   

“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh.” (Romans 9:1–3, ESV)  

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that 

they may be saved.” (Romans 10:1, ESV)  

 I hope that we will share that passion.  There is 

disagreement over whether this passage really does anticipate a 

future widespread revival among Israel.  But whether that is going 

to happen or not, I assume that these points of application remain 

abundantly clear.  We should love the Jewish people, 
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understanding that God has not rejected His people (11:1) and they 

have not stumbled in order that they might fall (11:11).  We should 

never be arrogant toward the Jews, thinking that we have done 

better than them because we have believed in the Messiah.  

Instead, we should be humbled by the fact that our faith is rooted 

in their ethnic heritage.  And we should pray for their salvation. 

 Well, the remainder of this passage has a similar structure.  

The text continues to speak of this interplay of Israel and the 

Gentiles.  In verses 25-26 we read of a partial hardening that has 

come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  

And in this way all Israel will be saved . . .”  Do you see the same 

exact progression as in verses 12, 15, and 17-24 (Jewish unbelief, 

Gentile belief, Jewish belief)?  Then again in verses 30-32.  And 

I’ll insert “Israel” and “Gentile” for “you” and “they,” in order to 

bring this out a little more clearly. 

“For just as [Gentiles] were at one time disobedient to God but 

now have received mercy because of [Israel’s] disobedience, so 

[Israel] too has now been disobedient in order that by the mercy 

shown to [Gentiles] [Israel] also may now receive mercy. For God 

has consigned [Gentiles and Jews] to disobedience, that he may 

have mercy on [Gentiles and Jews].” 

 By the way, that’s where I got the title for this sermon.  

Mercy to Gentiles and Jews.  That’s what Paul means by “all” in 

this context.  He’s not teaching universalism.  He’s not teaching 

that every individual is going to be saved.  He’s talking all through 

this passage about Gentiles and Jews.  And that’s the profound and 

glorious conclusion to Paul’s explanation here.  Gentiles and Jews 

have all been consigned to disobedience, and both Gentiles and 

Jews will receive mercy.  As we’ve been seeing throughout these 

chapters, there is God’s sovereignty and human responsibility.  

Obviously, we are responsible for our own disobedience.  No one 

forced us to disobey.  Pharaoh, for instance, was not forced against 

his will, to rebel against God.  But it’s also true that God is 

sovereign over who will soften their heart toward Him and who 

harden their heart toward Him.   

“So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens 

whomever he wills.” (Romans 9:18, ESV)  

“What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 

power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 

for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 

even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from 

the Gentiles?” (Romans 9:22–24, ESV)  
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 This is God’s plan to reveal the fullness of His glory.  This 

plan involves human disobedience, human rebellion, which 

deserves God’s just judgment. But then out of that God calls 

individuals to Himself, who are vessels of mercy.  And these 

vessels of mercy are from the Gentiles and the Jews.     

 So in our remaining time let’s walk through these steps that 

Paul describes in Romans 11:30-32 of Gentile disobedience, 

Israel’s disobedience, mercy to the Gentiles, and finally mercy to 

Israel.  The first three of these we’ll go through pretty quickly, and 

then spend more time on the last one—mercy to Israel.         

Gentile Disobedience 

 Verse 30 says “For just as you were at one time disobedient 

to God . . .”  Paul covered this thoroughly earlier in his letter when 

he described the sinfulness of all, both Jews and Greeks (3:9).  

Romans 1 tells of those who “claiming to be wise, became fools, 

and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 

things.”   

 “Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 

impurity . . .  God gave them up to dishonorable passions . . .  God 

gave them up to a debased mind . . .”  These are descriptions of 

Gentile disobedience and being consigned / imprisoned to 

disobedience.  That is the desperate condition out of which God 

has called us.    

Israel’s Disobedience 

 The next thing is Israel’s disobedience.  I highlighted this 

last week in talking about Israel’s stumbling.  They stumbled over 

Christ because they were so fixated on the law.   And other than 

the elect among Israel, the rest were hardened.  God gave them a 

spirit of stupor. 

 We also saw God’s rejection of Israel due to their 

disobedience.  Verse 15 refers to their rejection.  Verse 17 speaks 

of this in terms of branches being broken off.  Verse 20 explains 

that they were broken off because of their unbelief.  Verse 21 says 

that God did not spare the natural branches (referring to the 

majority of Jews who are in unbelief).  And, of course, in all of this 

we see the severity of God, as verse 22 notes—“severity toward 

those who have fallen.” 
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Mercy to the Gentiles 

 The next step is what’s surprising.  Verse 30 says the 

Gentiles “now have received mercy because of [Israel’s] 

disobedience.”  And verse 28 similarly, “As regards the gospel 

they are enemies of God for your sake.”  This is what Paul said 

earlier in verses 11-15.  Through Israel’s trespass salvation has 

come to the Gentiles.  Israel’s trespass means riches for the world.  

Israel’s failure means riches for the Gentiles.  Israel’s rejection 

means the reconciliation of the world.  Also in the olive tree 

analogy.  The natural branches were broken off.  A wild olive 

shoot was grafted in.   

 And as we’ve already discussed, this should be 

tremendously humbling to all of us who are Gentile believers.     

Mercy to Israel 

 This brings us to verses 25-27.  Paul introduces these 

statements about Israel and the Gentiles, calling this a mystery.  

Paul uses this term in many places to describe various spiritual 

insights.  This term in the Bible doesn’t mean what we typically 

mean by the word mystery.  It doesn’t mean that we can’t 

understand it.  Rather, it means this is something that was 

previously concealed but is now revealed.  A mystery, biblically 

speaking, is something that is now revealed.  At the very end of 

Romans this word shows up, and in a way that helps make plain 

what Paul means by it. 

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 

the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 

known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal 

God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God 

be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.” (Romans 

16:25–27, ESV)  

Another place where mystery is used, among many places, is in 1 

Corinthians 15:51.  “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed,” (1 Corinthians 15:51, ESV)  

So the term can also be used to refer to a revelation about 

something future, indeed, something connected with the future 

resurrection.   

 I think Paul is doing something similar in Romans 11, 

going along with the earlier things he has said about “full 

inclusion” in verse 12 and “life from the dead” in verse 15.   
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 What is the purpose of Paul disclosing this mystery?  It’s so 

that Gentiles will not be wise in their own sight.  So he’s still 

wanting to make this point that he made earlier.  Don’t be arrogant 

(verse 18).  Don’t be proud, but fear (verse 20).  Now in verse 25, 

don’t be wise in your own eyes. 

 Now, what is the content of the mystery?  There are three 

parts to it.  First, a partial hardening has come upon Israel.  It is 

partial in two ways.  First of all, it is not the case that every single 

Jew is hardened.  As we’ve seen, there is a remnant.  So it’s not a 

complete hardening.  It’s a partial hardening.  Secondly, it’s partial 

in that this hardening will not last forever.  Rather, it will only be 

in effect until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  And that is 

the second part of the mystery—the fullness of the Gentiles 

coming in.    

 The third piece of the mystery—all Israel will be saved—is 

understood in a few different ways.  Some take it to refer to the 

church, both Jews and Gentiles.  Paul uses the phrase “Israel of 

God” in Galatians 6:16, where he’s likely referring to the church.  

So the idea is that Paul, in Romans 11, is simply saying that at 

some point in the future when all the elect Gentiles have been 

saved and all the elect Jews have saved (the remnant in each 

generation) then all the church will have been saved.   

 The problem with that view is that Paul uses “Israel” 

consistently in this passage to refer to ethnic Israel.  He says in 

verse 1, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of 

the tribe of Benjamin.”  In verse 7, “Israel failed to obtain what it 

was seeking.”  Verse 11, “through their trespass salvation has 

come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.”  And even right 

in this immediate context, in verse 25 there is the clear contrast 

between Israel and Gentiles.  “a partial hardening has come upon 

Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  So it seems 

extremely unlikely that Paul would give an alternate meaning to 

the word Israel, without any indication that he’s doing so.   

 Another interpretation is that “all Israel” means all the elect 

Jews down through the ages.  So, at that future time, it will be the 

case that the remnant in each generation has been saved, and it can 

be said that “all Israel is saved.”  The reason I’m not convinced by 

that reading is that it doesn’t fit with the flow of thought in 

Romans 11, which is building with anticipation toward something 

greater . . . something larger than merely a remnant of Jews being 

saved.  It doesn’t fit with the “how much more” logic of verses 12, 

15, and 24.  A remnant is wonderful, and it is a picture of God’s 

persevering mercy upon Israel.  But Paul is yearning for and 

awaiting something broader than that.  It’s not something God is 
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obligated to do in the least, but that He will do as a spectacular 

display of His faithfulness to His people. 

 Therefore, I believe it’s best to take “all Israel will be 

saved” as a reference to a future massive revival among the Jewish 

people.  It doesn’t necessarily mean every individual Jew living at 

that particular time.  “All Israel” is used to refer to the nation 

corporately.  It would be like if revival spread throughout this city 

and we saw what God was doing and said, “All Pittsburgh is being 

saved!”  What an awesome thing that would be.  There are plenty 

of instances of the phrase “all Israel” being used in this corporate 

sense in the Old Testament.  For instance, in 1 Samuel 7:5  

“Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray 

to the LORD for you.”” (1 Samuel 7:5, ESV)  

Or in Joshua 7, which tells of Achan’s sin.  “And Joshua said, 

“Why did you bring trouble on us? The LORD brings trouble on 

you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned 

them with fire and stoned them with stones.” (Joshua 7:25, ESV)  

Obviously not every Israelite played a part in throwing stones at 

Achan.  But it’s a reference to the nation as a whole.   

 Romans 11 seems to anticipate a future time when a 

massive revival will take place, when many, many Jews will 

embrace Jesus as their Messiah, by faith, and we will stand in awe, 

saying “all Israel is being saved.”      

 Paul sees even in the Old Testament a foreshadowing of 

this event in the prophecies of Isaiah, which he quotes in verses 

26-27.   

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness 

from Jacob”; “and this will be my covenant with them when I take 

away their sins.”” (Romans 11:26–27, ESV)  

I take it that Paul is using those words from Isaiah as a description 

of Jesus’ second coming.  He, the Deliverer, will come from Zion 

and will save His people.  And this will be an amazing 

demonstration that God’s word has not failed.  God has not 

rejected His people.  They have not stumbled permanently.  God 

has not revoked His gifts and calling.  His love for the forefathers 

remains and will overflow in widespread mercy to some future 

generation of Jews.   

 The application for us this morning is the same as last 

week.  Let’s not be arrogant, thinking that we have replaced Israel 

permanently.  We can marvel that God has made the Gospel to go 
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forth among the Gentiles, and that we are recipients of this mercy.  

But may we never look down on the Jewish people.  Instead, let’s 

look to those whose ethnic heritage represents the very root which 

we’ve been grafted into, and let us pray for them as Paul did, and 

long for their conversion.  What a wonderful thing it would be for 

our joy in Jesus Christ to be used by God as a means of provoking 

Jews to jealousy such that they, too, come to rejoice in the Person 

and work of Jesus Christ.  What a wonderful thing it would be for 

Jewish believers to be part of this congregation, that we could unite 

our hearts together and say, “God has consigned all of us (both 

Jews and Gentiles) to disobedience, that He may have mercy on 

both Jews and Gentiles.” 


