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The God Who Invites and Draws 
John 6:41-51 !

BI: The glory of God in salvation is this, that God invites all men to salvation in 
Christ and draws some irresistibly to it by His grace.  !
Introduction: 

Read John 6:41-65 

     Last week we learned about Jesus’ dual natures – that He was both divine & human, 
God & man. This is exactly the sticking point for the unbelieving Jews in this passage. 
They could see that He was clearly human but they simply would not believe that He was 
divine – that He had come down out of heaven – as He was claiming. It was simply 
impossible for them to conceive of the idea that a man could be God. And yet, here He 
was standing in front of them proving again and again that He was the Christ, the 
promised Messiah. But they would not believe. 

     My friends, this is important because it is very similar to the predicament that our 
unbelieving friends and family members are in. They just find it impossible to believe 
that the man Jesus (if he existed at all) was actually God and that they should turn their 
hopes, their desires, their relationship, their sin, and their very lives over to Him in 
humble, joyful, obedient worship. The gospel seems preposterous to them! It flies in the 
face of everything they have been taught and makes absolutely no sense at all. So how 
can they be saved? 

     Now before I step out of the way and let Jesus answer that question, let me just affirm 
something important that may help some of you before we begin. At Calvary Bible 
Church, we believe in world missions and personal evangelism. We believe what Paul 
taught – that people must hear the gospel and believe it in order to be saved. So preaching 
the gospel is critical to God’s mission. God’s sovereignty over salvation does not stand in 
opposition to the need to preach the gospel to the lost.  

     I was reminded this week about the ministry of William Carey (1761-1834) who is 
popularly known as The Father of Modern Missions. His biography written by his great 
grandson, S. Pearce Carey, is one of my favorite missionary biographies. What many 
people don’t know is that Carey was a flaming Calvinist! Peter Masters (pastor of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, London), in the forward to Carey’s biography, writes:  

As convinced Calvinists, Carey and his colleagues embraced and loved the 
‘doctrines of grace’, holding to the Reformation and Puritan view of human 
depravity, God’s predestinating love, and the necessity of an irresistible 
work of the Holy Spirit to bring lost sinners to salvation. These same 
doctrine, to their mind, required them to publish [preach] the call of the 
Gospel with utmost zeal in every corner of the world. Always, their 



greatest inspiration and comfort in times of difficulty was the conviction 
that God’s saving will was irresistible, and therefore people would be 
moved to seek the Lord no matter how antagonistic their hearts might 
initially seem to be.   1

     In other words, it was the doctrine of God’s sovereignty over the salvation of sinners 
that gave William Carey hope that the gospel would in fact powerfully and irresistibly 
save some to whom they preached. Another way of saying it is this - the doctrine of 
God’s electing grace was the fuel that drove William Carey to give up everything in 
England to take the gospel to India as the “father of modern missions.” 

     I tell you this to affirm that we believe in missions and evangelism. And we believe it 
not simply because men like William Carey believed it, but because of the many texts on 
the NT that say things like: 

1. “Whoever believes in him will have eternal life” (John 3:15). 
2. “Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
3. “Whoever believes in him is not condemned” (John 3:18). 
4. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life” (John 3:36). 
5. “Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life” (John 5:24). 
6. “Whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 
7. “Whoever comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37). 
8. “Whoever believes has eternal life” (John 6:47). 
9. “Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever” (John 6:58). 

10.  “Whoever believes in me, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water’” (John 7:38). 
11. “Whoever believes in me will not remain in darkness” (John 12:46). 
12.  Go therefore, and makes disciples of all nations, Baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19-20)  !
     Now, with that in mind, I want us to look at this text and learn something about The 
God who Invites and Draws. The first thing John reveals us about is the Jew’s in this text 
is their… 

I.Excuses for unbelief:  (41-42) !
1. Read 41-42 

2. The incarnation of the Son of God has always been Christianity’s greatest stumbling 
block to the Jews. They simply cannot accept the idea that Jesus is the promised Christ of 
God. So while He tried to explain to them who He was, all they could do was grumble. 
And they grumbled  specifically about two things. First, that He claimed that He was the 
source of eternal life. Second, that He claimed He had come down out of heaven.  

3. By saying that He had come down out of heaven He was claiming that His birth was 
unlike any human birth that had ever taken place in history. And of course we know this 
is exactly what happened. Jesus was born of a virgin. He had a biological mother but not 
a biological father. But the Jew’s didn’t believe that.  

!  S. Pearce Carey, William Carey: (1993) London, The Wakeman Trust (x&xi)1



4.  By appealing to His family whom they apparently knew, they were accusing Him 
delusional presumption, if not outright blasphemy.  

NOTE: The NT reveals nothing about Joseph after Jesus’ childhood. But 
statements like this one suggest that he lived in Nazareth as Jesus was growing 
up. He probably died before Jesus began his public ministry.    2

5. In any case, the Jew’s excuse for their unbelief was this: “We have known Him ever 
since He was born to Mary! How can he now say that He came down from heaven?”  In 
this case they were convinced of humanity but blind to his deity. They believed him to be 
a man but refused to believe that He was also God.  

6. So what hope is there that such people might ever come to saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ? In verses 43-47 Jesus explains the… 

!
II. Means of Saving Faith: (43-47) 
1. Read 43-47 

2. Four things must happen for convinced unbelievers to come to saving belief in Jesus 
Christ Here is Jesus holding before the people what He calls the “bread of life” with the 
promise that all you eat it will have eternal life, but they don’t want it. In fact, the thought 
of eating it makes them sick. So what hope do they have of being saved? Their only hope 
is that God will do for them what they cannot do for themselves. 

!
A.  God must Draw Them: (44) 

1) Once again we see that the unbelief of the Jews did not distress Jesus. He 
rebuked them by reminding them of what God had promised, namely, salvation 
to all who believe. But the reality is, no one can obtain that promise apart from 
God’s effectual “drawing” grace. 

2) On this point, Hendriksen writes: “Here the emphasis is on the divine decree of 
predestination carried out in history. When Jesus refers to the divine drawing 
activity, He employs a term which clearly suggests that more than moral 
influence is indicated. The Father does not merely beckon or advise, He 
draws!”    3

3) These are very solemn words by which Jesus exposes man’s absolute 
helplessness and inability to respond to the gospel apart from God’s sovereign 
intervention. No unbeliever has ever been able to come to Christ on his own 

!  Thomas L. Constable, Dr. Constable’s Notes on John, Sonic Light web site, (John, p. 118)        http://2
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initiative. If God does not irresistibly draw sinners to his Son, no one would 
ever come. 

4) What does it mean that God “draws” some to Christ? Consider the word “draw” 
(ἑλκύσῃ).  

a. The net full of big fishes is actually dragged or drawn ashore (Jn. 21:6, 
11).  

b. Paul and Silas are dragged into the forum (Acts 16:19). 

c. Paul is dragged out of the temple (Acts 21:30).  

d. The rich drag the poor before the judgment-seats (Jas. 2:6).  

e. Simon drew his sword, striking the high priest’s servant, cutting off His 
right ear (18:10).  

5) So you see the word “draw” here doesn’t simply mean to “woo” but refers to the 
very powerful (we might say, irresistible) initiative of the Father to so move in 
an unbeliever’s heart that the activity can best be referred to as “dragging” or 
“drawing.” 

6) Why is it necessary for the Father to draw (drag) unbelievers into faith in 
Christ? It is because the condition of their hearts makes them incapable of 
coming to Him on their own. Let’s take a quick survey of what the Bible teaches 
about the condition of unbelievers before God draws them. Before salvation we 
are: 

a. Dead in trespasses and sin (Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13)  

b. Slaves to unrighteousness (John 8:34; Rom. 6:6, 17, 20)  

c. Alienated from God (Col. 1:21)  

d. Hostile to Him (Rom. 5:10; 8:7)  

e. Spiritually blind (2 Cor. 4:4) 

f. Captive to the devil (2 Tim. 2:26)  

g. Trapped in Satan’s kingdom (Col. 1:13) 

h. Powerless to change our sinful natures (Jer. 13:23; Rom. 5:6) 

i. Incapable of understanding spiritual truth (1 Cor. 2:14).  

j. Unable to please God (Rom. 8:8) 

k. Are not even seeking God (Rom. 3:11)  

!
Although the human will is involved in coming to Christ since no one is 
saved apart from believing the gospel (Mark 1:15; Acts 15:7; Rom. 1:16; 



10:9-15; Eph. 1:13), sinners cannot come to Him of their own free 
will… God irresistibly and efficaciously draws to Christ only those 
whom He chose for salvation in eternity past (Eph. 1:4-5, 11).  

7) So when Jesus says “no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws him, he is exposing human inability to gain salvation apart from divine 
enablement.” People can come to him only if the Father who sent Jesus draws 
them. Ultimately, therefore, salvation depends not on human believing, but on 
the ‘drawing’ action of the Father (presumably by the HS) by which God moves 
a person to faith in Christ (cf. 12:32). (Kost. 213) 

So in order for there to be saving faith God must Draw them. Second: 

!
B. God must teach them: (45) 

1) In this verse Jesus is paraphrasing Isaiah 54:13 by saying, “They will all be 
taught by God.” This is Part of one of those OT passage where God promises 
rebellious Israel that one day He will restore them. One day He would again be 
their God and they will be His people. One day true repentance and 
reconciliation would be brought to pass and He would be their God and they 
would be His people.   

2) Jesus is actually using a prophesy concerning the salvation of the Jews to point 
to their inability to appropriate the salvation God offers. He is pointing out the 
irony that though they pride themselves on studying the Scriptures they have 
never actually been taught of God. As Paul says (1 Cor. 2:14) “[The] natural 
man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually [discerned].”   

3) The inability of sinners to believe in Jesus by the force of their own will us 
undermined by the fact that he is not even able to comprehend the gospel 
without the illuminating power of the Spirit of God who alone give the power to 
believe and obey God’s word. No one can truly believe unless they are taught of 
God. So you see, “drawing” and “teaching” are simply two aspects of God’s 
sovereign work in the heart of a sinner to bring about his salvation. So Jesus 
says (6:45) “everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to 
me.” 

4) So in order for there to be saving faith the Father must “draw” and the Father 
must “teach” the sinner. Third…  

!
C. The Sinner must approach God Through Christ: (46) 

1) Read v. 46 



2) Jesus is the only One who has seen the Father. The significance of this is seen 
back in chapter one (1:18), “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” In other words, 
Jesus alone is the revelation of the Father. In fact, in Chapter 14 (14:6) Jesus 
will say, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; No one comes to the Father but 
through Me.” 

3) You see, the Jews thought they could come to God through Moses or Abraham. 
Today, Muslims believe they can come to God through Mohamed. Catholic and 
Orthodox traditions imply that people can come to God through Mary or the 
saints. The reason people today believe there are many ways to God is because 
people have always believed there are many ways to God. But there are not 
many ways. There is Only One Way.  

4) By nature sinners are convinced they can get to God by some other means than 
Jesus, but there is none. God teaches people about Himself through Jesus. And 
God must “draw” people to His Son because sinners left to themselves will 
always either invent a new Jesus who better suits them or try to access God by 
some other means.  

5) Salvation in Jesus Christ alone has always been a stumbling block for sinner. 
Paul explained (1 Cor. 1:18) that “the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” Again, 
Rom. 6:23  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

6) In Romans 1:16 He says that the “gospel of Christ is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone who believes.”  

7) In order for there to be saving belief, the Father must draw, The Father must 
teach, the sinner must approach God in Jesus alone. 

Finally,  

!
D. The Sinner must believe: 

1) Read 6:47 Jesus says “I most solemnly assure you, he who believes has 
everlasting life.”  

2) At this point it is clear that Jesus is speaking to the issue of human 
responsibility. Once the Father has transformed the sinner’s spiritual “taste 
buds”; Once He has convinced him of His need for spiritual bread and 
convicted him of his rebellion against eating the bread; Once He has made it 
clear that Jesus is the only Bread of life; after all of that, true faith is ratified 



when the sinner – as the first impulse of a transformed will – takes the bread, as 
it were, and eats.   

3) When this happens at the deepest parts of a man’s being, salvation is complete. 
There is nothing lacking. In fact, Jesus says the one who believes has salvation 
already. 

4) You see, the bread that Jesus offers is able to do what no other bread – not even 
manna from heaven – can do: it imparts spiritual life; It sustains spiritual life; 
and it banishes death forever. And then – as if that were not enough – all of 
these transformative effects spill over onto the sinner’s body, because Jesus 
promises that He will raise it from the dead. In the last day, even our mortal 
bodies will be swallowed up in life. Jesus Himself will transform our lowly 
bodies into the likeness of the glorious body of Him who is the bread of life 
(Phil 3:21).  

!
Application: 

1. Eat the bread 
2. Tell the world that in Jesus Christ God has provided eternal life to all who will 

believe. !!!
BI: The glory of God in salvation is this, that God invites all men to salvation in Christ 
and draws some irresistibly to it by His grace.  


