
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Resurrection Outreach Dinner 2018 ”Life 

Aftere Death”  John 11:25-26  

Jessica Redfield was an ‘up-and-coming’ 
sports broadcaster from Denver with a bright 
future. In June of 2012 she was visiting a 
shopping mall in Toronto after covering a 
Maple Leafs hockey game.  Gunfire erupted in 
the mall leaving one dead and many  
wounded.  Jessica managed to slip out 
between a hail of bullets,… and survived the 
attack.  One month later she was relaying her 
miraculous story to a friend,… while at a 
showing of the film “The Dark Knight” in 
Aurora Colorado.   A crazed gunman leapt on 
to the stage and fanned the movie goers with 
automatic rifle fire.  Jessica was killed in the 
devastating massacre. 



16 year old Ye Meng Yuan somehow 
managed to survive the fiery plane crash of 
flight Asiana 214, at San Francisco in July of 
2013.  Injured, but not fatally,… she laid 
down in a fetal position, 30 feet from the 
crash.  When first responders arrived to 
help,… a fire truck ran over Yuan in the 
chaos,… killing her.   

Marcus Garvey, was a Jamaican political 
activist who advocated for the Black 
Nationalist Movement.  Marcus knew that he 
had many political opponents, but was 
shocked when he came across his own ‘fake’ 
obituary in a publication of the Chicago 
Defender.  The obituary was incredibly 
negative and demeaning about Garvey’s 
opinions.  He was so enraged upon reading 
the obituary….that he suffered two strokes 
and died.  Apparently his fake death caused 
his real death. 

Bobby Leach was a famed daredevil and risk 
taker who once survived taking on Niagra 
Falls in a barrel,… which somehow didn’t kill 
him.  But while on tour celebrating his 
fantastic stunt….he slipped  on an orange peel 
and badly injured his leg.  His wound 
developed gangrene and the doctors were 
compelled to amputate his leg.  Bobby leach 
died from the complications following 
surgery. 



Fagilyu Mukhametzyanov,…a 49 year old 
woman in Kazan, Russia,… was declared dead 
by doctors after a suspected heart attack.  
Her family began the grieving process and 
arranged for her funeral.  The only problem 
is….she wasn’t really dead!  At the 
memorial,… while hearing loved ones praying 
for her soul, she awoke.  Realizing that she 
was expeririencing her own funeral, she 
bolted upright and screamed for help!  
Unfortunately, she suffered a heart attack 
from the shock, resulting in her real death.  
She was rushed to the hospital ….where 
doctors,…this time,…confirmed that she was 
actually dead.   

I think you get the point of these true-to-life 
illustrations….Nobody cheats death!  It may 
be possible to stall it off for a season….for 
some longer than others….but the last time it 
was checked, 100% of every one born into 
this life, leaves it in death,…in one form or 
another. 

Perhaps that’s why people live so much of 
their lifetime subject to the bondage of the 
fear of death.  For most,… death is the 
ultimate mystery,… the last unknown that 
looms over life like a dark shadow, waiting 
for an opportune moment to destroy them!   

Have you ever wondered what it will be like 
to breathe our last breath,…and close our 



eyes for the last time?  Will we be conscious?  
Will we be aware of our surroundings?  Will 
we face the judgment, before our creator, and 
have to give an account for everything we’ve 
ever done in this life?  Will we be punished? 
Will it be painful?  Will it last forever? 

Concious?...Yes.  Aware?...Yes.  Give an 
accoun?... Yes.  Punished?,….yes. Painful?... 
Yes!  Last forever?...Yes!....All of the above! 
For everyone whose sins are not paid for by 
the Lord Jesus Christ!  

Job, the most ancient book of the Bible, in 
chapter 14, verse 14,  asks the question: “If a 
man dies, shall he live again?...All the days of 
my hard service I will wait,….till my change 
comes.”  Job was asking:  “Is there life after 
death?”  The answer to Job’s question 
is….yes!  There is no such thing as ‘soul sleep’, 
no anihillation of the spirit.  Man is created in 
the image of God, and will go on forever!  
That is, in itself, good news! 

Would you like to hear what is the worst 
news, the most frightful news in all of 
Scripture?  Here it is….God is good. (pause)  
That’s right,…He is perfectly righteious and 
holy!  Psalm 99:9 says, “The Lord our God is 
holy!”   You say, well, how can that be bad 
news?  Because, dear friends, you and I were 
not born holy…..we were born in sin.  And the 
Bible says that “the soul that sinneth, it 



shall die” in Ezekial 18:20. “It is appointed 
for men, once to die, but after this….the 
judgment.” Hebrews 9:27. 

You see,… God cannot have fellowship with 
evil, He must punish sin and cast sinners into 
outer darkness…because He is righteous! 

To die once,  that’s bad enough…but eternal 
punishment is a second death…an existence 
in torment that could scarcely be considered 
living! 

But dear ones, we are not here tonight to 
lament death….but to celebrate eternal 
life through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ!  Hebrew 9:28 continues: “So Christ 
was offered once to bear the sins of many.  
To those who eagerly wait for Him, He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for 
salvation!” Hebrews 2 contiunues as well: 
“…in as much then as the children (that’s 
all of us that were born),  have partaken of 
flesh and blood, He Himself….(that’s Jesus 
Christ), likewise shared in the same,….that 
through death, He might destroy him who 
has the power of death, that is the devil, 
and release those who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage!” 

Here is the really good news,…The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ,… as it is proclaimed to you 



tonight, in this celebration of His 
resurrection,…this “Life after Death.”  If you, 
through repentence and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ,…believe that He is God 
incarnate,….that He lived a perfect sinless life 
and died on the cross to pay the penalty for 
the sins of all believers,….that He was buried 
in the grave and rose again on the third 
day….then God has treated His own beloved 
son as if He lived your sinful life and 
punished Him, once and for all.  He then will 
treat you as if you had lived Jesus perfect 
sinless life, and raise you up on the last 
day….not unto judgment and eternal 
punishment…but unto eternal life in 
fellowship with Him forever! 

Jesus could not have put it any more clearly 
than He did in John 11:25 and 26. “Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  
He who believes in Me, though he may die, 
he shall live.  And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die,  Do you 
believe this?” 

There is not one of us in this room tonight 
that will cheat death!  The question is 
whether or not we will live again….and I 
mean really live!...Not just exist in a state of 
second death in tribulation and anguish!...but 
really live!...in fellowship with Jesus 
Christ….where God will wipe away every tear 
from our eyes….and there shall be no more 



death,…no more sorrow,…and no more 
crying!,…where there shall be no more 
pain....where the former things, with all of its 
suffering, will have passed away!   

Is there life after death? Yes!....for 
everyone that believes in Him! 

You were invited here tonight,….yes, because 
someone cared about you, as a 
friend….wanting you to enjoy a special time 
and to hear the message of great news.  As 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us….we implore you on 
Christ’s behalf be reconciled to God. 

Let this be the night  If you believe in 
Jesus…you shall never die.  Do you believe 
this?                         

 

  

 


