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PASSOVER DELIVERANCE IN JESUS -- Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

Exodus 12: 1-3, 7-13, Hebrews 11: 23-28, I Cor. 5: 6-8, & I Peter 1: 18-19 

 

Passover brought individual and corporate deliverance to approximately 3-5 

million Israelites, men, women, boys and girls, all delivered as a nation, from 

bondage in Egypt. When the blood of the lambs was smeared on the lintels and the 

doorposts of their homes, God passed over each house in Israel until deliverance 

was not only individually registered, but it was national deliverance. History 

records the obedience of every Israeli household. It’s true, people like Korah, 

Dathan and Abiram, had seeds of doubt in their hearts, as did men who offered up 

strange–unauthorized fire before the Lord, yes, they were among those who put 

blood on the lintels and the doorposts of their houses in Goshen. The man stoned 

for picking up sticks on the Sabbath, his house too was passed over.   

 

Whether thousands of Hebrews struggled with doubts, all we know is that God said 

to Moses, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” How did it work? Exodus 

12: 21-23 records: “Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, 

“Go and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover 

lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch 

the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you 

shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.  For the LORD will pass 

through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the 

two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to 

enter your houses to strike you.” Yet Exodus 12: 29-31 records how God finally 

changed Pharoah’s mind to let the Israelites go. God sent the tenth plague, the 

death of the Egyptian firstborn. We read, “At midnight the LORD struck down all 

the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his 

throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn 

of the livestock. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all 

the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where 

someone was not dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, 

“Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, 

serve the LORD, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!” After 430 years 

of bondage in Egypt, the Lord delivered the entire nation. 

 

This week, I have meditated on what it would take for America, our country, to 

return to the Lord, and for the Lord to lift His judgment on our nation, judgment 

that has already begun. Is God interested in nations? Or is He only interested in 

individuals? Beloved, God records not only proof of His interest in Israel, but 

history records God is moved when any nation comes to Him in earnest, trusts in 

Him, and by faith in prayer, pleads the blood of Christ over their entire nation. You 
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know the story, but it is too important to pass over. In the early days of World War 

II, from May 26, 1940 – June 4, 1940 there was the Battle of Dunkirk. Dunkirk is 

in northern France, 10 kilometers, 6.2 miles from the Belgian border. English 

soldiers were trapped by the thousands at Dunkirk. The German army was behind 

them and the English Channel in front of them. Prime Minister Winston Churchill 

warned Britain probably no more than twenty or thirty thousand of the hundreds of 

thousands of British soldiers could possibly be rescued from the exposed beaches 

where they were being bombed with scores of dead bodies floating in the water.  

Just like Passover, when the king of Egypt, Pharoah never correctly estimated the 

power of God, so Hitler could never have estimated the power of England and her 

Allies in prayer. Churches in England were filled…the King and the Queen knelt at 

Westminster Abby…the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Prime Minister…the 

Cabinet, and all Parliament were on their knees. Oh, the power of the blood of 

Jesus, and the power of sincere prayer in the Name of Jesus. Does God still deliver 

nations that repent and pray as He looked on Nineveh in the days of Jonah? As 

England prayed, in America, President Franklin Roosevelt issued a national 

proclamation for prayer. Americans fell to their knees and prayed. General Patton 

called his chaplains and soldiers on the battlefield to pray. Would God listen?  

 

One of the Nazi Generals ordered his assault on Dunkirk to halt and regroup, only 

12 miles from the Dunkirk beaches. Adolf Hitler added a rash command for his 

troops to hold the ground where they were indefinitely. God not only changed the 

Nazi General’s mind and Hitler’s mind, but He sent inclement weather that began 

to greatly limit the Nazi planes from firing and bombing the Dunkirk beaches 

where the English troops were trapped like bewildered mice on the French coast. 

Vice Admiral Bertram Ramsay was placed in charge of evacuating the British 

soldiers. The first day Ramsay evacuated less than 8,000. In desperation, he put out 

a public call for help—“anyone with a boat--come help rescue the troops.” England 

never knew they had so many vessels. Every imaginable vessel that could float, 

from private boats piloted by bank clerks, fishermen, boy scouts, yachtsmen, barge 

operators, college professors, and tugboat captains joined the mission. Even the 

London fire brigade boats joined in and the London shipyards set up repairs on 

damaged vessels from the enemy firing on them. The undertaking seemed absurd, 

but the prayers of England and America and other allies strengthened the ragtag 

rescue mission. It was one of the most dangerous and seemingly impossible 

endeavors in all history. All the boat captains prayed. God was listening. On May 

29, 1940, it was estimated 2,000 troops were being evacuated every hour as dead 

and bloody bodies dotted the water and the beaches. By June 3rd, the number 

rescued was 338, 226 soldiers, including 95,000 French soldiers were also rescued. 

Oh the power when we pray! Oh. the power of corporate prayer! Oh, the power of 
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a whole nation praying! When we call on God, He listens, when armies call on 

God, He answers, when nations call upon Him, history records His deliverance.  

Reflecting on Passover, and even on Nineveh’s repentance and deliverance, and on 

England’s massive kneeling to pray from king to servant, I began to dream one 

more time. Will America ever again go to our knees from the President down to  

the residents of Sweetwater County, Wyoming—all of us praying, claiming the 

power in the blood of Jesus? This morning, let’s consider what God sees when 

individuals, cities, states and nations repent, seeking His face, when we as at 

Passover, plead the blood of Jesus? What did God see then? Why did He deliver 

Israel in the Passover? He is the same, yesterday, today and forever. Can He, could 

He, would He, will He, even yet deliver our nation that has forsaken Him? Does 

the Lord still honor nations who seek his face as King Solomon prayed in II 

Chronicles 7: 14? When Solomon prayed, the Lord appeared to Him in the night 

and said, “If My people who are called by My Name humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 

and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” What is God still looking for in you 

and me, and in nations who turn to Him in desperation? 

 

THE LORD IS STILL LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO PLACE THEIR 

FAITH IN JESUS SHED BLOOD. (I.) The Lord said to Moses, in Exodus 12: 

13, “The blood (of the lamb) shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. 

And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 

destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” Moses wrote in Leviticus 17: 11, 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to 

make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes 

atonement.” The life is in the blood, but when the blood is shed and sprinkled out, 

death occurs. One of the cardinal doctrines of Christ’s church is found in Romans 

5: 8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.” If only the shedding of blood would have been enough, 

Gethsemane would have brought our salvation. Why? There in Gethsemane, we 

read in Luke 22: 44, “And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His 

sweat became like drops of blood, falling down to the ground.” Gethsemane was a 

shedding of blood. But Gethsemane was not enough to atone for our sins. The 

issue of blood became worse as Jesus stood before Pilate. In Matthew 27: 22-26 

after the preferred release of Barabbas to Jesus, we read, “Pilate said to them, 

“Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let Him be 

crucified!” And Pilate said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they kept shouting 

all the more, saying “Let Him be crucified!” And when Pilate saw that he was 

accomplishing nothing, but rather a riot was starting, he took water and washed his 

hands in front of the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to 

that yourselves.” And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on 
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our children!” Then Pilate released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus 

scourged, he delivered Him to be crucified.” The scourging of Jesus was shedding 

His blood, but it was not enough. The plucking out of Jesus’ beard was a shedding 

of blood, but it was not enough. The crown of thorns woven and planted deeply 

into Jesus head and brow was a shedding of blood, but it was not enough. Isaiah 

the prophet, over 700 years before the crucifixion, knew by inspiration that the 

buffeting of Jesus would not be enough. In Isaiah 52: 14, he wrote, “So His 

appearance was marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of 

men. Thus He will sprinkle many nations, kings will shut their mouths on account 

of Him.” Isaiah knew the torture Jesus would endure on the cross. He wrote in 

Isaiah 53: 4-5. “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried, 

Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He 

was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 

chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 

Never once minimize the piercing, the crushing, and the chastening for our sins 

that Jesus endured, but even in His bloody scourging, it was not enough. 

 

That’s why Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 53: 12, “He poured out Himself to death.” All the 

torment of Calvary had to lead to the death of Christ. Only the final death of Christ 

was enough. That’s why Jesus as He died, in John 19: 30 cried out, “Tetelestai! It 

is finished!” When He died, the shedding of His blood was enough. And just to 

make certain Jesus was dead, John 19: 33, 34 records “But coming to Jesus, when 

they saw He was already dead, they did not break His legs; but one of the soldiers 

pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water,” 

occasioned by the severe anguish Jesus experienced in for you and me. Thus Isaiah 

says in 53: 11, “As a result of the anguish of His soul, that is Jesus, He (the Father) 

will see it and be satisfied.” The Father had to see His Son’s blood poured out unto 

death for us. One hymn reads, “Christ our Redeemer died on the cross, died for the 

sinner, paid all his due. Sprinkle your soul with the blood of the Lamb, And I will 

pass, will pass over you.” Have you been sprinkled by the blood of the Lamb 

whose blood was shed when He died on the cross for you and me? Without the 

shedding of Jesus’ blood, there is no remission or deliverance from sin. That’s 

what the Lord is still looking for, faith in Him and the blood of the Lamb. 2ndly,  

THE LORD IS STILL LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO CLAIM THE 

POWER IN JESUS SHED BLOOD. (II.) Jesus had not even begun his earthly 

ministry when John the Baptist, baptizing, announced of Him: “Behold, the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Everyone present that 

day understood the implication of his words, but it was difficult for Jews to come 

to terms with the idea that their Messiah, the King, was also the sacrifice, who is 
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the Lamb. John was raising a signal not only to that day but also to all history—

saying, “There’s power only in the blood of Jesus to take away our sins.”  

When we talk about the blood of Christ, we are dealing with that which the 

Scriptures refer to as most precious—for only in the blood of Jesus is there power 

to redeem us and to forgive our sin, power to address our needs, our failures and 

our bondage to sin, our addictions. The power in Jesus’ blood is because of the 

inestimable price Jesus paid for our freedom from the bondage of spiritual torment 

at Calvary. The blood of Jesus is central to our praise in heaven forever. The new 

song we will sing in Glory is found in Revelation 5: 9, “Worthy are You to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, and by Your blood, You ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation…” Jesus, the 

Son of God made His Cross the instrument of global redemption for every man 

who repents, believes and receives Him; the blood of the Cross broke the power of 

hell. The great multitude from every nation that no one could number are identified 

in Rev. 7: 14 as “They are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Rev. 12: 10, 

11 adds, “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for 

the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night 

before our God. And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by 

the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.”  

Claiming the blood of Jesus is not some superstitious application of a magic 

formula of words. The power of the blood of Jesus Christ is our spiritual dynamic 

that overcomes our Adversary. The power of the blood of Jesus that saves is also 

the power that releases, delivers, and neutralizes the enterprises of hell and the 

weaknesses of our flesh. The appropriation of the power of the Blood in tough 

situations is intended for every believer in Christ to know, to understand, and to 

employ daily. Claiming the power of the blood of Jesus brings protection we all 

need, deliverance from any and every yoke of bondage, a new day as it signaled on 

that first Passover, and a witness--a testimony that says to the world, “there is a 

place of safety for anyone who wants out of the cycle and the circle of sin & death.  

THE LORD IS STILL LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO WILL LAY DOWN, 

SLEEP AND REST SECURELY WITH JESUS SHED BLOOD APPLIED IN 

THEIR LIVES. (III.) On the night of Passover, Exodus 12: 22 states, “None of 

you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.” This is no small 

order. Why? That night there was a great cry in Egypt. But God wanted no 

turbulence in the homes of those with the blood applied to their lintel and 

doorposts. God wanted no Israelites running around anywhere on the night He was 

inspecting the doors on homes. God wanted His people to go to bed trusting Him 
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for deliverance, which is a type of our deliverance in the Lamb of God helping us 

go to bed to sleep and rest securely, The term deep sleep is used 7 times in 

scripture. The Hebrew word is tardema. In the first occurrence, Gen. 2: 21, we 

read, “and the Lord God caused a tardema, a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he 

slept: and God took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh…” From that rib of 

Adam taken during this deep sleep, God made Adam a helpmeet, a bride. The 

second deep sleep fell on Abram, Genesis 15: 12 when God passed between the 

sacrificial animals and established His great covenant with Him—promising that 

from his seed would be born a chosen nation…” and God said, “and in you and in 

your seed shall all families of the earth be blessed. Both Adam and Abraham were 

types of Christ. Their deep sleeps were a type of Christ, prefiguring His own deep 

sleep of death on the cross, when Jesus poured out His soul unto death. Thus Jesus 

became the last Adam and the Promised Seed of Abraham, dying to give life to His 

great bride and living again to establish a holy nation of the redeemed, fulfilling 

the ancient law and instituting the eternal New covenant in His own blood. When 

Adam fell into a deep sleep, his bride was born; when Abram fell asleep, a nation 

was born. When Christ fell asleep in death on the cross and in the tomb, death and 

hell were judged and a new world was born for those who are redeemed. I ask you, 

are you resting, trusting, sleeping and waiting, secure within the shelter of the 

Almighty—Psalm 91? Beloved, we don’t have to magically or repeatedly keep 

applying the blood of Jesus in daily rituals. When we were redeemed, the blood 

was applied to the lintels and doorposts of our lives and the Holy Spirit lives in us.  

 

Paul tells us in I Cor. 15: 51—“We shall not all sleep (that is—all believers will 

not die, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trump, for the trumpet will sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and 

we shall be changed.” If you’re awake in the night, tormented by the enemies’ lies, 

you don’t have to go running through the house spiritually applying the blood of 

Jesus. His blood is applied in each of us believers. If we sin, we don’t have to be 

saved over and over. At the new birth, the blood was applied to our whole lives. 

We are legally forgiven through the blood of Jesus, as Rev. 1: 5 tells us, “He loves 

us and has freed us from our sins by His blood.” When we sin, we have an 

Advocate with the Father. I John 1: 7 tells us the necessity of Fatherly forgiveness 

in our days.“If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one 

with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 

The entrance to our house and the borders of our house are covered by Christ’s 

blood. So with David of old, with Saul after him, we can pray Psalm 4: 8, “In 

peace I will both lie down and sleep; for You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in 

safety.” Rest til’ the morning comes “when the dead in Christ shall rise first, then 

we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (I Thess. 4:17)   


