
Mk. 3:31-35  “Family Ties”

For the Children: There have probably been times when your father is too busy to give you any attention. 
Perhaps he has a very important job that needs doing urgently.  It does not mean that he will not spend time 
with you later.  The Lord Jesus had an urgent job to do, teaching the crowds about how to be close to God – 
and to the Son of God.  His earthly family had to wait.  Sometimes your parents will also have to take time to 
do things in the church.  They will have time for you later, because you are important to them.  But God’s 
family, the church, is also important.  Questions: Who can join Jesus’ spiritual family?  How do you join? 
How do members of Jesus’ spiritual family behave? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: The Old Relationship with Family
1) Not a Complete Rejection: The Lord’s reaction to His relatives is not a complete rejection of family 

ties, but comes against the background of His brothers’ unbelief – and the attempt to take Him into 
custody for “losing His senses” (3:21).  Elsewhere the Scripture makes clear the importance of family 
(the 5th commandment; Mk. 7:10; Eph. 6:1f; 1 Tim. 5:8).  On the cross, Jesus made sure Mary would 
be cared for (Jn. 19:26-27)

2) A Higher Principle: However, the family cannot be allowed to hinder the Lord’s Messianic mission to 
minister to His disciples by declaring the closeness of His relationship with them.  So He points to 
His disciples (Mt. 12:49) and calls them - and anyone else who believes - His “family.”  See also Lk. 
2:48-49.  Loyalty to God must stand above earthly family ties (Ex. 32:27,29; Dt. 21:18-21; Mk. 10:28-
30; Mt. 10:34-37

 
Second Point: The New Relationship with God
1) Doing the Will of God: Jesus’ new spiritual family is comprised of those who do the will of God – who 

heed the call to repent and believe the Gospel, then strive to obey God’s commandments.  The 
coming of the Kingdom creates a new urgency to this call.  To stress that urgency, the Lord puts His 
earthly relatives “on hold.”  “Doing God’s will” does not imply works-righteousness, but it does mean 
that all who are in Jesus’ spiritual family will be those who love God’s will

2) Being Close to the Lord: Those who have this spiritual connection to the Lord Jesus, through faith, 
are closer to Him than those with merely earthly family-ties.  Anyone who believes – including Jesus’ 
earthly relatives – would enjoy this spiritual closeness.  The word “whoever” rules no one out by 
definition.  Jesus is not “divorcing” His earthly family 

Third Point: The New Relationship with Each Other
1) Relations within the Household: Being connected to the Lord Jesus by faith makes believers 

spiritually related to each other.  See Pss. 22:22, 101, 133; 1 Jn. 4:20.  It is vital to church-life to 
regard each other in this way, as brethren

2) Kingdom Priorities: God, His Word, His call, and His Kingdom, must come above the claims of 
earthly ties.  See Mt. 8:21-22.  Yet we must not forget that He gives the 5 th commandment, 1 Tim. 5:8 
etc.  We must do our best to do all that the Lord commands and calls us to do, in church and at 
home.  In any case, neglect of the family generally hinders ministry in the church.  Neglect of church 
involvement also damages the family

3) The Unbelieving Family: The Lord Jesus dealt with half-brothers who were not yet believers.  A 
fellow-believer is closer to us spiritually than a close relative who does not believe (2 Cor. 6:15). 
Sometimes we might have to distance ourselves further from family members who oppose the Lord 
(Ps. 101).  Taking a firm stand against wickedness is actually for the welfare of those who oppose 
God.  It is also important to remind them that if they believe -  “whoever” believes - will be close to 
God and to us 

Conclusion:


