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Romans 1:1–4 

1  Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel 

of God  

2  which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,  

3  concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David 

according to the flesh,  

4  and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by 

the resurrection from the dead. 

 

The Gospel and the Resurrection 

Romans 1:1-4 
 
INTRO 
 

Paul wrote the Epistle to the Romans as an introduction to a church he did not start and one 
he had never before visited. If the Romans were to be involved in his ministry they had to know 
what his Gospel looked like. Therefore, Paul opened his epistle with three statements about the 
Gospel.  
    I. Paul was set apart for the Gospel (v.1) 
  II. The Gospel was always God’s Plan (v.2) 
III. The Gospel Concerns the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3-4) 
I. Paul was set apart for the Gospel (v.1) 
 

A. The first thing Paul needed the Romans to understand was who he was and why he was 
writing.  

vs.1 “Paul, a slave of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the 
gospel of God.”  

Three things describe Paul’s relationship to God’s Good News of salvation. First, the Apostle 
Paul was a slave of Christ’s because of the Gospel. The word slave identifies Paul’s 
commitment to do what God intended him to do in relationship with the Gospel. He 
belonged to Christ as a slave because he realized the truth he wrote in 1 Corinthians 

6:19-20.  
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”  

Because of the Gospel he belonged to Christ.  
 
B. To broadcast the Gospel he was an apostle. God had called him and empowered him to 
do this job. 
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Acts 9:15    “But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to 
bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.”  

 
C. Finally, God, Himself, set Paul apart to the Gospel. Do you remember what Paul wrote in 
Galatians 1:15-16?  

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among 
the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood.”  

 
II. The Gospel was always God’s Plan (v.2) 
 

A. This second point is the major emphasis in Paul. The Apostle Paul did not invent the 
Gospel. God’ plan was always the Gospel plain. 
 
B. Do you remember how the Lord Jesus appeared to disciples on the Road to Emmaus?  

Luke 23:25-27    “Then [Jesus] He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’ And beginning at Moses and 
all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.” 

 
III. The Gospel Concerns the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 3-4) 
 
Romans 1:3–4    “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with 
power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

 
A. The subject of the Gospel is the person of the Son of God. Notice that Jesus is man and 
God that makes the difference in the Gospel. First, it must be understood the Lord Jesus 
Christ was fully a man when He became incarnate in human flesh. To demonstrate this we 
realize that He was of the seed of David after the flesh.  
 

1. This is important first because it demonstrates with question that this was always 
God’s plan. It also shows because He was the seed of David, He is the Messiah who was 
promised. When the LORD gave David the Davidic covenant which involved the Messiah 
God said through Nathan the prophet in 2 Samuel 7:12-13:  

“When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your 
seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” 

 
2. The Gospel writers go to great lengths to demonstrate this fact. In Matthew 9:27 even 
the blind beggars who sought to be healed knew of His Davidic line.  

Matthew 9:27    “When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, 
crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” 
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B. His human nature is demonstrated by His birth in the line of David, and His Divine Nature 
was declared (fixed, shown to be true) through His resurrection from the dead. The 
resurrection demonstrated His being God in Human flesh. 
 

1. Many times, when we think about the Gospel, our thinking stops at the death burial 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes we can overlook the importance of the resurrection. 
Paul underlines it here. 
 
2. The resurrection is important because it demonstrates beyond question that Jesus is 
God the Son. Paul told us in his sermon in Acts 13:32-33  

“And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made to the 
fathers. God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up 
Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, Today I have 
begotten You.’” 

 
3. When Paul presented the Gospel he included the resurrection. In his summary of the 
Gospel, Paul wrote: 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4    “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,”  

The Apostle Paul then defended the fact of the resurrection, and followed with an 
argument to demonstrate that everything in Christianity rises and falls on the 
resurrection. 
 
4. Listen to the Apostle Paul in Romans 10:9-10 when he explained how we are saved 
from our sin.  

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.”  

The points Paul raises here in Romans 1 are vital aspect of the Gospel. It is not enough 
to put our faith in some person named Jesus. While we may not know much about Him. 
We need to know He is God the Son come in human flesh, Who died on a cross for us, 
and rose the third day from the grave. 
 

There are several questions this passage poses to us. 
 
First, do we understand the demand that God makes upon us because of the Gospel? Paul was 
a slave to God because he understood the Gospel. 
 
Second, Paul’s whole life was given to promoting the Gospel. Do we understand the importance 
of the Gospel? 
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Third, we must be clear that the Gospel was always God’s plan. This was not something new, 
but the ultimate plan of redemption. Are we aware of the fact that God had always determined 
that Jesus would come and die?  
Genesis 3:14-15  “So the LORD God said to the serpent: ’Because you have done 
this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust All the days of your life. And I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.’” 

 
Finally, we must remember that the Gospel is all about Jesus Christ our Lord. Is He your Lord 
and Savior? Are we sure when we present the Gospel we are presenting Him? 

 

Hymn# 168 Who Is He In Yonder Stall 


