
Revelation Lesson 50
Sardis: The Lifeless Church (Invitation)

Revelation 3:5-6  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not
blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before
his angels.  6  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.

Last time we looked back at our Godly Spiritual heritage in the Lord and how God told the Church
at Sardis to hold onto what they'd received and how He has told the Church that same thing
throughout these many years: Hold onto His Word – the Received Text – for you and I it's the
ENGLISH RECIEVED TEXT – THE KING JAMES BIBLE! Tonight we see Christ's invitation to
the Overcomers....

He that overcometh, - Even though I have taught on this, I want to reiterate some points here.
Christ Himself is now speaking personally and directly to those who are saved in the Church at
Sardis. Now many Bible scholars scratch their heads and wonder “who” are these overcomers?
Some feel that these are somehow granted other specialties and/or rewards. Rather I think that
these are those mentioned in 1 John 5:4-5 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” “Overcometh” is mentioned in the Bible
11 times within 10 verses. The 2 verses just quoted constitute the only occurrences outside the
Book of Revelation. All the other occurrences save 1 – from Revelation 21:7  “He that overcometh
shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” - are mentioned in the
statements to the 7 Churches. So the overcomer is NOT one who “earns” salvation or any other
“huge reward” but rather the overcomer is merely one who is saved by the “finished work” that
Christ did on the Cross of Calvary!

the same – The same person who “overcometh” is being mentioned here. Thus what is about to
be said applies to the saved. All of us who are saved! Of note, there are 3 things in particular that
Christ points out to the Church at Sardis:

shall be clothed in white raiment; - The Revelation Online Commentary says the following
about the raiment, in that they are: “bright white garments are the clothing of the heavenly (Luke
9:29, Rev. 19:8).” Again these must be the garments of the Righteousness of Christ – these will not
be connected in any way with our righteousness, but it refers to Christ's. Why? Because this is all
due to the overcomers, and we have overcome ONLY because He did!

and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, - This  is a debated phrase. For
those who (wrongly) believe that one can lose their salvation, the meaning points to a loss of
salvation. For those of us who see eternal life as just that—eternal life. So how does eternal life fit
in here with this prickly phrase?

For starters we must understand that the book of life can refer to TWO separate books “of life:”
One book of life points to physical life on earth, while the 2nd, points to spiritual (eternal) life from
God. Let's get a closer look at this: the first occurrence of a "book" containing the names of the
righteous is Exodus 32:30-35. Moses offers the erasure of his name from God’s book in exchange
for the forgiveness of the people who had sinned. Among the sinners, were both Aaron (the chief
priest) and the people (some saved and some not saved) indicating that the book contains the
names of both sinners and saints. This book is therefore, a book of the physically alive on the
earth. This is  borne out by the fact  that every explicit  reference to the  book of  life in the Old
Testament refers to those physically alive on the earth (Exe 32:32ff; Ps. 69:28; Isa 4:3; Dan 12:1;



Mal 3:16-17).

The second book of life is normally called: the Lamb’s  book of life, and it refers to those saved.
Revelation 13:8 states, "And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. " 

The phrase "...all that dwell upon the earth" is a technical phrase used in the book of Revelation to
refer to unsaved men in opposition to God and His people. While the phrase: "Written...from the
foundation of the world" indicates that the earth-dwellers were never written in "the book of life of
the Lamb."  Therefore,  their  names  could  never  be  erased.  Those written in  the  Lamb's  book
cannot be erased because God knows the end from the beginning. Therefore, God would have
known any event that would result in the erasure of a name from the foundation of the world. That
God would have waited until the event occurs to erase their name is non-sense. Therefore, the
book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  refers  to  those  who  are  saved.  This  then  points  back  to  God's
Foreknowledge.  This  does  not  in  any  way  or  manner  support  a  conclusion  of  “Calvinist
Predestination” in that God has X number of people elected to go to Heaven and X number of
people damned for Hell. The Bible simply does NOT support that. Now there are other books that
will be opened in the future at the Great White Throne judgment, but we'll look at those later!

but I will confess his name – We have seen that Christ is going to receive a new name. But
notice that Christ is going to confess our names? Why? Because we are one of His. We are part of
the  Family  of  God.  There  is  an  indication from  Isaiah  62:2  that  the  saved shall  have  a  new
name“And the Gentiles shall  see thy righteousness, and all  kings thy glory: and thou shalt be
called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.” it could be that since our birth
names are written in “the Book of Life” we also see in Revelation 21:4 that the former things are
passed away. Yet this does not mean we shall all be strangers and have to spend an eternity getting
to know everyone for Paul stated in 1 Corinthians 13:12 that each of us shall be “known.” So think
about it, we're all not just gonna confess His Name (Philippians 2:11) but He will confess ours! 

before my Father, - Here we note a prophecy Christ that declares shall happen in Heaven in the
Throneroom before the presence of the Father. This prophecy was also declared during Christ's
Earthly  ministry in  Matthew 10:32-33 where He said:  “Whosoever therefore shall  confess  me
before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  33  But whosoever shall
deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” The beloved
physician Luke adds more to this statement in Luke 12:8 “Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall
confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:” Who are
those angels of God? They are mentioned next:

and before  his  angels.  -  These  angels  mentioned  here  are  the  Holy  or  Elect  Angels  that
remained true to the Lord. Recall that according to  Job 38:4 “Where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.” and Job 38:7 “When the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” we see that the Angels were created
on Day 3 of Creation. Sometime between the 7th Day (Genesis 2) and the start of Genesis 3, Lucifer
led a revolt in Heaven, causing some 1/3 of the Angels to side with him (Revelation 12:4). Without
going into a whole history of Angelology and Demonology suffice it to say at this point (more on
the angels in Chapters 4 and 5) that this refers to the Elect Angels of God in Heaven.

VERSE 6

He that hath an ear, let him hear – As I have stated before, I now state again, that this is a
PERSONAL  CALL.  The  late  Oliver  B.  Greene  stated:  “Individual  and  direct  responsibility  to
Almighty God is a cardinal truth and a cardinal doctrine of the New Testament Church; however,



in the Roman Catholic church, souls are commanded to follow the church. Individual conscience
toward God is completely ignored. It is the church, the pope, the priest, the bishops [even the
saints and the (so-called  perpetual)  virgin Mary] who deal with God for the members of the
church of Rome. But in the New Testament Church, individuals are commanded to repent and
believer the Gospel. Individuals are invited to enter boldly into the holy of holies.” 

Thus, we must understand that Christ has already told us before, in the Gospels, who can “hear”
based on John 8:47 “He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because
ye are not of God.” So Christ laid down the first prerequisite: You Must Be Saved. He reiterates
this in John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:” Having said
all that, I want you to notice that not all those who are saved will hear....However, there is another
understanding here, and that is seen in our next point.

what the Spirit – The One doing the speaking will be the Holy Ghost. Some people will point out
here that the Text says Spirit (with a capital “S”) and will call the Holy Ghost the Holy Spirit. TO
learn more on this refer back to Lesson 11. Suffice it to say here (without repeating a whole other
lesson on the difference between Holy Ghost and Holy Spirit) that the capitalized “S” spirit refers
to the work of the Holy Ghost. I think based upon our study of the Seven Spirits in Lesson 4, I
believe  the  Holy  Ghost's  work  here  is  focused  upon  His  ministry  of  aiding  the  believer  in
Understanding. Thus this ministry of the Holy Ghost is called the Spirit of Understanding.

Furthermore, for this Spiritual ministry to work in the life of the Believer, he or she must be Filled
With the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) or led by the workings of the Holy Ghost. Once a person is saved,
we stayed Filled or Led by the Spirit until we ourselves yield to temptation, after which we must
repent of our sin and turn back to the Lord. Thus the second per-resquite for “Spiritually hearing”
is not only to belong to the Lord, but you must also be “connected” to your Spirit Ears. Think of it
this way, when you're in Fellowship, you have your “Spiritual Ear Buds” in and you can hear what
the Holy Ghost is saying. But, once you're out of Fellowship (note that is NOT a loss of salvation)
then your Ear Buds are removed and your cannot hear the Spirit 

saith unto the churches. - The word “saith” according to Dr. Waite - is in the “Continuous
Action, Present Tense.” Thus in other words He said it then, He is still speaking today through the
Word of God to those Who are able and willing to listen. Even though this is directed to the 7
Churches and now to the Individual believer, now the understanding is that to Hear any of what
the Holy Ghost said, they had to be within the several churches. Why? Well, at that time, they
HAD to be there to hear the Word of God. 


