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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 7:11-19.  

1. Why was a change in priesthood necessary?

2. What difference did it make that Jesus was descended from Judah?

3. What is the perfection that the law could not bring, but Jesus does
offer?

JESUS OFFERS A BETTER HOPE
Hebrews 7:11-19

The last half of Hebrews chapter seven serves as a fairly detailed
explanation of David’s statement in Psalm 110:4. Speaking of the
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ, David wrote, The LORD has sworn and
will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). 

Is that important? Does that truth have any bearing on Christians
living in the “Church age”? According to this letter it does. In Hebrews
7:11-28, every phrase in that verse is explained for its application to
Christ. For example, the writer appeals to in the order of Melchizedek in
verses 11-14. He fastened on the word forever in verses 15-19. He
appeals to the LORD has sworn and will not change His mind in verses
20-22. Again the word forever is a point in verses 23-25. 

In the first ten verses of the chapter, the argument was that
Melchizedek was superior to Aaron as was proven by Abraham paying
tithe to him and him subsequently blessing Abraham. Now the argument
will move into the realm of “kinds” or “orders” of priesthood. The
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author will show us that the priesthood carried on by the Levites, in
accord with the Old Testament law, is inferior and unable to bring God’s
people to a lasting fellowship with Him. The need is for a different kind
or order of priesthood. We need a priest who, like Melchizedek,
preceded the law. We need a priest who is unique. 

If we will ever know complete and right fellowship with our
Creator, we will need to be represented by the perfect and eternal Priest.
That is Jesus Christ. In Him alone do we find the hope of being
reconciled with our Creator, God the Father.

The Priesthood of the Law Was Insufficient (vv.11-14).

The primary reason the old priesthood was insufficient is because
the old system could not offer completion. The text argues, Now if
perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law), what further need would there
have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek,
rather than one named after the order of Aaron? (v.11). 

Obvious from this argument is the fact that there is a need for
perfection. That is a difficult truth to comprehend. What do we mean by
perfection? In what area? To what end? The word speaks of completion,
fulfillment, or consummation. Perfection anticipates a goal that will be
reached or at least a goal strived for. Sometimes in the context of the
Bible or the Church, perfection speaks of the goal of becoming a
completely mature saint. That seems to be what James had in mind when
he wrote, You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith
was completed by his works (James 2:22).

In a similar way in this use, the word speaks of reaching a goal
God has for His chosen people. That idea has already been presented a
few times in Hebrews. For example, we were told that Jesus is bringing
many sons to glory (2:10), that we are striving for God’s promised
Sabbath rest (4:9-10), and that we continue to work as we look by faith
to inherit the promise (6:9-12). By considering all the teaching in
Hebrews, we conclude that perfection, as the word is used here, is us
being qualified to draw near to God.

Now here is the argument: Jesus being our high priest in the order
of Melchizedek accomplishes the work of completion—the work of
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drawing us into fellowship with God. We learned that it was fitting that
he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through
suffering (Hebrews 2:10). Also, Jesus, being made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, (Hebrews 5:9). And
so we shall learn at the end of this chapter, For the law appoints men in
their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever
(Hebrews 7:28).

In that sense of the word, perfection was not possible under the
law. So the argument in this text shapes up to be a battle between
Levitical priesthood— the order of priests from Aaron’s line, versus
unique priesthood—the Priest Jesus who serves along the order of
Melcehizedek. We must not forget that God always intended for the
system under the law to be a picture. The ceremonial requirements of
God’s Law were temporary. Those ordinances always looked or pointed
forward to a fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

It was not a mistake on God’s part or short sightedness by which
He failed to foresee that they would not complete the need. The
requirements of the law clearly, purposely fell short. The law of God
reveals God’s character. When people looked into the law, they realized
that they fell short of its requirement and were guilty of sin.
Once each year the high priest, a man born in Aaron’s lineage, took the
blood of the atonement into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled it on the
mercy seat. That was sensible because God promised that His presence
would reside at the mercy seat over the ark of the covenant.

However, the whole scenario smacked of insufficiency. The
sinners kept sinning and priests kept taking the blood into the Holy of
Holies year after year because there was no sacrifice that could
permanently pay the price for sin. That sacrifice that God promised at the
inception of sin, the Seed of the Woman, had not come yet. He would be
born in the lineage of Abraham, from the tribe of Judah son of Jacob. He
alone would bring completion—something the old system was designed
not to do. That is the confidence chapter 10:1 states. For since the law
has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of
these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually
offered every year, make perfect those who draw near (Hebrews10:1).

Notice that this is the first time perfection is applied to people. If
there was going to be perfection, there would need to be change.
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Therefore, the change is good and necessary (vv.12-14). For when there
is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as
well (v.12). The ceremony of Moses’ law was brought to completion.
That there has been a change in priesthood is the point of the teaching in
this section of the letter. Did it cease to function because God discovered
that it didn’t accomplish what He planned? No. God established the
ceremonies of Moses’ law as a picture of the great need for a permanent
sacrifice to cover all sin—past, present, future. The ceremonies of the
law pictured the need perfectly.

Finally, in God’s perfect timing, He sent Jesus to provide that
sacrifice which fulfilled all the picture and temporariness of the law.
Jesus explained His work of ending the ceremonies like this:  “Do not
think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  For truly, I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the
Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the
least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell
you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:17-20).

We must not conclude that Jesus destroyed an unnecessary part of
God’s law. None of God’s law was destroyed. It cannot be destroyed
because it is preserved intact forever in heaven. Rather, Jesus brought to
completion the part of the law that pictures the final sacrifice for sins.
Some people are terribly wrong to conclude that all Old Testament law
was abolished and nothing you read about God’s moral character applies
today. Jesus taught the moral law and required that it be obeyed. Did He
not say, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John
14:15)? God’s moral law is expressed in all the statements of the law
that reveal His character, such as in the Ten Commands. God’s character
is also expressed in 1050 imperatives in the New Testament—360 of
which are in the Epistles which tell the Church how to live. Yes, there
was a change in the priesthood, but not in God’s character.

Because the priesthood changed, the law of the Levitical
priesthood has changed. (13) For the one of whom these things are
spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at
the altar. (14) For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah,
and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.
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Melchizedek was never part of any tribe of Israel because he was born
and served before Israel was born or God created His nation. Jesus, of
whom Melchizedek was a type, came from a tribe whose men never
served as priests. As we have established previously, the men from the
tribe of Levite, and only them, served as priests. God’s instruction about
this matter is easy enough to understand. He taught Moses, Only the
tribe of Levi you shall not list, and you shall not take a census of them
among the people of Israel.  But appoint the Levites over the tabernacle
of the testimony, and over all its furnishings, and over all that belongs
to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they
shall take care of it and shall camp around the tabernacle (Numbers
1:49-50).

The Bible story makes it plain that Jesus was born in the tribe of
Judah. That wasn’t the priest tribe. It was the king tribe. Jacob promised
that the King of his people would be born in the tribe of Judah. He said,
“The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples” (Genesis 49:10). Therefore, in heaven the
elders’ attention was drawn to the Lion of the Tribe of Judah—Jesus the
King of kings (Rev. 5:5). But nowhere is someone from the tribe of
Judah called a priest. 

Moses affirmed this truth when he blessed the various tribes of
Israel before he died.  And this he said of Judah: “Hear, O LORD, the
voice of Judah, and bring him in to his people. With your hands contend
for him, and be a help against his adversaries.”  And of Levi he said,
“Give to Levi your Thummim, and your Urim to your godly one, . . . .
They shall teach Jacob your rules and Israel your law; they shall put
incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar.  Bless, O
LORD, his substance, and accept the work of his hands . . .” (Deut.
33:7-8a, 10-11a)

When Jesus offered His own blood as the sacrifice to cover sin
once and for all, everything changed. The picture of the ceremonial law
was brought to completion. But that is not all that Jesus brought to
perfection.

The Priesthood That is Like Melchizedek’s is Sufficient (vv.15-19).
One of the biggest differences between the insufficient priesthood

of the old system and the sufficient priesthood is that it is eternal (vv.15-
17). There had to be a change. The rising of a priesthood like
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Melchizedek signals a change. This becomes even more evident when
another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek (v.15). That might
be a really good argument if we could understand it. Something becomes
even more evident. What becomes more evident? The fact that the old
order of priests was unable to bring completion or perfection becomes
more evident in the ministry of Christ. Also, that there is a change in
priesthood becomes more obvious. 

When does or did this change take effect? When another one of
those unique priests arises, the change will come into play. What unique
priest? Like Melchizedek. He was a priest, but he wasn’t at all like the
priests from Aaron’s lineage. Jesus also is a priest, but not like the
priests from the Levites and Aaron’s lineage. Therefore, a change has
become obvious because Jesus is the new high priest and He is in the
likeness of Melchizedek.

The change involves eternality versus mortal, human lineage.  The
one like Melchizedek has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal
requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an
indestructible life (v.16). Christ became priest not according to legal
requirement. The requirement of law concerned fleshly descent.  The
priest had to be born in the right family—a matter of flesh. All the work
of the priest took place on the fleshly level even though it had spiritual
overtones. That the sacrifice was physical is quite plain. The
tabernacle/temple were physical illustrations of the presence of God.
All the parts of the tabernacle and furnishings were physical and
demanded physical handling and maintenance. Because it was a picture
of God’s work among His people, it was all physical. 

That is so much like ministry today. We have material buildings,
furniture, instruments, etc. that picture the work of God. A real person,
physical like everyone else, serves to represent God to the people by
preaching/teaching the Bible and represents the people to God by
praying. The physical becomes so important that it eclipses the real
relationship with God and meaning of our spiritual walk. When the
physical and fleshly get in the way, we find it hard to press on toward
perfection. The physical and fleshly speak too much of temporariness.

Therefore, Christ became priest according to the power of eternal
life. [He] has become a priest, . . .  by the power of an indestructible life
(v.16). Christ became our high priest not because of an earthly lineage.
He took up the work and office of priest because He has the power to do
so. He told people to observe His miracles and let them testify about His
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person and nature. Only God can do what Jesus did. The people admitted
that truth freely. Even the enemies had to acknowledge it. But more to
the point, the greatest evidence of Christ’s power was when He laid
down His life and died on the cross. Unwise humanity would claim that
the crucifixion was evidence of weakness and powerlessness. No.
Because it was ultimately connected with His bursting from the tomb of
death, it was the greatest display of power. Jesus has the ability to be our
priest because He proved that He has an indestructible life. The grave
could not keep Him. And now He lives forever in heaven where He
intercedes for us on the basis of His shed blood.

And all of this should not surprise us because God promised for a
long time that Jesus would be the sufficient priest. For it is witnessed of
him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek” (v.17).
God used David in 1000 BC to promise that Jesus would be priest
forever (Psalm 110:4). 

Is all this information important? Not to an unbeliever or a careless
Christian. But to you and to me, this is a very important argument
because the sufficient priesthood offers the better hope (vv.18-19). The
law made nothing perfect. So we read, (18) On the one hand, a former
commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness (19)
(for the law made nothing perfect). The former commandment is the
ceremonial law that pictured the work of Christ in providing atonement
for sin. The picture served its purpose well. It allowed people to have a
covering for sin. But the picture itself fell short. The repetition year after
year highlighted its insufficiency.

Therefore, God set the picture aside for the reality. To set aside is
to annul or cancel as in an agreement or a treaty. God who made the rule
and created the system has the prerogative to change it. That God sent
the Romans to destroy the temple in AD 70 was vivid proof that the old
system was set aside. There have been no sacrifices in a Jewish temple
since that day. 

God set aside the old system because it was weak. It was weak in
that it could not bring the people to perfection. That is not to conclude
that no one was regenerated during the Old Testament days. People in
the Old Testament system were regenerated by faith just like we are.
That way of salvation goes all the way back before the law to Abraham
who believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness (Romans
4:3). Under the old system, people trusted God to provide the final
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sacrifice for sins in the future just as we trust that God has provided the
final sacrifice in the past. In both cases, it is Jesus.

That brings us to the conclusion of the argument: The old system
of the Levites had to be replaced with the fulfillment of the priesthood
of Jesus who brings us to perfection. What is this perfection or
completion that so dominates this text? In Christ alone we have hope of
drawing near to God. On one hand, the law made nothing perfect, but on
the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near
to God (v.19b).

Jesus has introduced a better hope. We have a better hope because
all is not future. Because of Christ’s work, the veil in the temple which
pictured separation from God is not only torn, it’s gone.
Because of Christ the Priest, nothing separates us from the love of God.
Therefore, God invites us to come freely to Him in prayer. Come to your
Father who cares for you. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” (Romans 8:15). Enter His presence
with confidence. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of
grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need
(Hebrews 4:16).

By entering the presence of God through the priestly work of Jesus
Christ, we are able to walk in fellowship with God. That is the
completion, the perfection the old system could not offer. The author
explains this point in chapter ten where he wrote, Therefore, brothers,
since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that
is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:19-22). This is the same thing
John taught. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin (1 John 1:7).

Because of Christ’s priesthood, the ceremonial law is not effective
to bring us into fellowship with God. So today, the Moral law of God is
not the means of drawing close to God in fellowship, it is the measure
of fellowship. The thermometer does not heat up the stove. It tells you
how hot the stove is. The imperatives of the New Testament do not put
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you in God’s favor, but they reveal whether you are either in His favor
or out of it.

We have the privilege to walk in fellowship with God day-by- day.
We do not have to go to the temple every day and offer a new sacrifice
in order to enjoy this fellowship. We enjoy it because God introduced a
new system in Christ the high priest. He opened the way for us to come
to our Creator God in peace and reconciliation. Through Him then we
maintain that fellowship in prayer and obedience.
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