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Haggai : PT 4 - The LORD of HoSTS!
Pastor Jose F. Maldonado Hillburn Drive Grace Baptist Church March 29, 2015 AM
“In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of the LORD
by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech,
the high priest, saying, 2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time
that the LORD'S house should be built. 3 Then came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying.”

Haggai 1:1-3

This morning we continue our studies in the book of Haggai and I want to consider the
phrase used in verse 2 where it says: “Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts …” therefore, I would
like to speak this morning on: “The LORD of HOSTS!” I vacillated back and forth and I
could not escape the truth that the phrase “The LORD of HOSTS” is used 14 times in 2
chapters and therefore, God wanted to arrest their attention as to this particular name of
God. Perhaps God wants to arrest our attention this morning as to the meaning of His
blessed name of, Jehovah Sabaoth or Yahweh Sabaoth, the LORD of HOSTS! I cannot
recall ever hearing a sermon specifically on Jehovah-Sabaoth though I have heard in
sermons this name be mentioned in passing, anyway:

 Haggai 1:2, “Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is
not come, the time that the LORD'S house should be built.”

 Haggai 1:5, “Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.”
 Haggai 1:7, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.”
 Haggai 1:9, “Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it

home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that
is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house.”

 Haggai 1:14, “And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and
the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house
of the LORD of hosts, their God.”

 Haggai 2:4, “Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O
Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land,
saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts.”

 Haggai 2:6, “For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will
shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land.”

 Haggai 2:7, “And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and
I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.”
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 Haggai 2:8, “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.”
 Haggai 2:9, “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith

the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.”
 Haggai 2:11, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law,

saying.”
 Haggai 2:23, “In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my

servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee as a signet: for I
have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts.”

There you have it 14 times in 2 chapters made up of 38 verses. Just about every 2 and ½
verses is the mentioning of “The LORD of HOSTS!” I don’t know about you but this totally
blew my mind, God was using Haggai to speak to the people that THE LORD OF HOSTS
had a message for them and if God had a message for them then He has a message for
us also!

I want to define quickly for you the names Jehovah and HOSTS which is Sabaoth. We
basically know that Jehovah means the self-existing God, that is; “The I AM that I AM!” We
also believe that Jehovah is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Jehovah also speaks
of the Covenanting keeping God. Jehovah then basically means the self-existing One
which signifies the expression of who He is: The Great I AM! This is the glorious covenant
keeping God as finally revealed (progressive revelation) in Exodus 3 to Moses. If you
recall in Ex 6:3 it says “And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of
God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.” God has appeared to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as the GOD ALMIGHTY or EL Shadday, that is; the MOST
POWERFUL. Now they knew God as Jehovah as a matter of fact Abraham in Genesis 22
Abraham call God Jehovah-Jireh, so they knew the name, but they did not know Him in
the fulfillment of His promise, Moses did because the LORD fulfilled His promise in taking
people out of Egypt, that is; God KEPT HIS PROMISE, God kept the COVENANT and
thus Jehovah speaks of the covenant keeping God, the self-existing GREAT I AM!

The name Jehovah can be broken up into 3 syllables:

 JE = denotes time to come.
 HO = denotes the time present.
 VAH = denotes the time past.

All the student of the Bible has to do is look to the New Testament and clearly see how it is
applied. Rev. 4:8, “And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they
were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was (VAH), and is (HO), and is to come (JE).” Now how is this applied
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to our Lord Jesus Christ? Real simple, look at Rev.1:8, “I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is (HO), and which was (VAH), and
which is to come (JE), the Almighty.”

Thus, we see that Jehovah is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, the Beginning and
the End, the Alpha and Omega, the glorious self-existing covenant keeping God. Let us
now consider Jehovah Sabaoth, that is; the LORD of HOSTS! The word Hosts is the
Hebrew word ‘Tsaba’ which means army or host of angels and of creation as the sun,
moon or stars or the whole of creation and also means warfare or go to war. The Hebrew
word ‘Tsaba’ is used 300 times and again can describe a multitude of men, an army; a
multitude of angels, the physical stars. The word is used in conjunction with, the ‘host of
heaven.” The first usage of the word host is in Deuteronomy 4:19, “And lest thou lift up thine
eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of
heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided
unto all nations under the whole heaven.” In passing let me just say that, we can disagree as to
what ‘host’ means or refers to in a particular verse or text, but what we must all agree on is
the blessed truth that JEHOVAH-SABAOTH is LORD over all HOSTS regardless if they
are host of the armies on earth or the host of the armies of heaven, that is; JEHOVAH-
SABAOTH is in complete and total control of all HOSTS and that there is no MOVEMENT
in HEAVEN or on EARTH without HIS knowledge or without His CONTROL! This should
give us peace of mind that the SOVEREIGN GOD of the UNIVERSE is in TOTAL
CONTROL of everything and therefore His children can run to Him as their STRONG
TOWER with a great deal of comfort, assurance and safety, Proverbs 18:10, “The name of
the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” Spurgeon says, “Hosts are
against us, but the Lord of hosts is with us. We dare not budge an inch, for the Lord Himself holds us in
our place, and there we will abide forever.”

Now, from the Hebrew ‘Tsaba’ we get the name Sabaoth. Sabaoth is the translation from
the Hebrew into the Greek in the Septuagint. LORD of Hosts in the Greek is Kurios
Sabaoth. The name Sabaoth and or HOSTS basically means the Armies, thus LORD of
Hosts can be translated as the LORD of Armies. This name denotes the universal
sovereign rule over every army both spiritual and earthly. The name expresses the rule
and reign of God’s Sovereign dominion and power over all His creatures. The word
SABAOTH literally means to assemble or mass together and when combined with
Jehovah it is that blessed name of God that depicts HIM as the LORD and CAPTAIN of
the HOSTS of HEAVEN which includes the angelic beings whom God can assemble in a
flash to do His bidding. Jehovah-Sabaoth means that He is THE LORD or the ARMIES of
HEAVEN and EARTH and that GOD HAS NEVER EXPEREINCE or KNOWN DEFEAT
and NEVER WILL! This should be a comforting name for the children of God, that HIS
people would know HIM as Jehovah-Sabaoth; THE LORD OF HOSTS!

Let me just give you a glimpse of this LORD of HOSTS in Revelation 19:11-16, “And I saw
heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and
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in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head
were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 13 And he was clothed
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which were
in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on his
vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” This is none
other than Jehovah-Sabaoth; the LORD OF HOSTS! Amen and AMEN!

The LORD of Hosts has HIS way in the ARMIES of Heaven and among the inhabitants of
the earth so that there is none in heaven or on earth that can stay His hand and says unto
HIM what doest thou? Yes, let Nebuchadnezzar define this name of God in Daniel 4:34 &
35, “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that
liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to
generation: 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according
to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his
hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”

So when we speak of the LORD of HOSTS or Jehovah Sabaoth we are speaking about
the Living and True God who does according to His will in the ARMY of heaven and
among the inhabitants of the earth and because this is so TRUE therefore there is NONE,
do you really get that, there is NONE that can stay His hand, but the Arminian’s tell us that
man’s free will can thwart God’s will, that man will can STOP God in His tracks and not
allow Him to do or to will or to work, but thank God that this is not true, because the
SOVEREIGN God of the UNIVERSE, that is; the GOD of the BIBLE is a God that NONE,
yes N-O-N-E, NO ONE, none can stay His hand or say unto HIM what doest thou? This
my dear one is the LORD OF HOSTS! This is Jehovah Sabaoth!

Jehovah-Sabaoth then is the head of the great army of heavenly host and this world has
never seen such a conqueror like Him. There has never been not will there ever be a king,
an emperor, a dictator, a potentate, a general, a leader or ruler like HIM. He leads so
many angelic hosts which is more numerous than be counted and they act upon His every
word because they lived for the simple purpose of serving Him at a moment’s notice.
Remember when Christ was betrayed by Judas and Peter pull out his sword, Christ said to
him in Matthew 26:49-54, “And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him.
50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus,
and took him. 51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his
sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear. 52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put
up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 53 Thinkest
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions
of angels? 54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” Yes, He is in control
and head over the great army of heavenly host and when you experience the salvation of
God’s grace and become a new creature in Christ, having been forgiven of all your sins
and cleansed by His holy blood and a partaker of Christ’s imputed righteousness, you
become one of His and as are transformed from the kingdom of darkness into His kingdom
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of His dear Son and you become a soldier in GOD’S ARMY. Thus, Paul writes to Timothy
in 2 Tim.2:3, “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” You are under
the rule of Jehovah-Sabaoth, the LORD of HOSTS; He is your commander and He is your
captain, yea the captain of our SALVATION!

This phrase LORD of Hosts is used 236 times in the Old Testament. 14 of these as we saw
are found in Haggai alone. In the book of Jeremiah this name of God is used 69 times, but
there are 52 chapters in Jeremiah and if we were to use the same amount of times as used
in Haggai per chapter, that is, 7 per chapter, it would be 364 times, that is; if you multiply 52
X 7 = 364. So I hope you see the importance of the usage of the LORD of HOSTS in the
book of Haggai. There is also a sense that this is the last name of God given us in the Old
Testament in the aspect of revelation. I’m sure you are going what? What I mean is that this
is the last revealed name given us in the Old Testament, for example the first name reveal
to us in the Bible is Elohim in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.” the name “ELOHIM,” is used in its plural form for the name of God that it is described
as the ONE God which created the heaven and the earth. Again, Elohim comes from the
Hebrew root meaning "strength" or "power." God put forth His Omnipotent power and spoke
and it was so and no mere creature can duplicate this. In Genesis 1:26 & 27. “And God
(ELOHIM) said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God
(ELOHIM) created man in his own image, in the image of God (ELOHIM) created he him;
male and female created he them.” Without question here in this verse we can indirectly or
implicitly see the Trinity. It says “LET US” make man in “OUR” image, meaning more than
one. The Hebrew word for God “ELOHIM” is used 32 times in Genesis 1 alone. God in His
Sovereign Wisdom, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, moved upon Moses, to use “ELOHIM,”
(the plural form for God) instead of “EL,” (the singular form for God) “ELOAH,” or “ELOH”.
Most authorities are in agreement that the name “ELOHIM” is derived from “EL” which
basically means mighty (one), strong, strength. They say that the Hebrew ending “IM”
(which corresponds with our “s”) when added to “EL” indicates plurality. After chapter 1 of
Genesis when God/Elohim is set forth, in chapters 2 & 3, (beginning in 2:4) 20 times the
name JEHOVAH-ELOHIM, LORD God is used to show forth the unity of the Godhead
bodily. The strong and omnipotent creator is manifested as the self-existing ONE!

Now, in other places God used “EL” to reveal Himself as the One and ONLY True God. El is
the singular form arising from Elohim, and is often combined with other words for
descriptive emphasis. EL Shaddai – God Almighty: (Gen.17:1). El Elyon - The Most High
God: (Genesis 14:18). Immanu El - God Is With Us: (Isaiah 7:14). El Echad - The One
God: (Malachi 2:10). El Roi – The God who Sees: (Gen.16:13). El Olam - means “God’s
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eternity” or “the everlasting God: (Genesis 21:33). El Elohim - God Of Gods: (Deuteronomy
10:17). El Emet - The God Of Truth: (Psalm 31:6). From the beginning in Genesis 1 God in
His self-revelation to us reveals Himself to us as the ONE God who is set forth in Three
Persons. Again this is done by progressive revelation. I understand that you have to look at
the Trinity from the New Testament back into the Old Testament. But again, like any other
doctrine in the Bible we are given greater light and understanding in the New Testament, to
be able to understand its teaching.

Then of course you have the Jehovah names of God:

 Jehovah-Jireh—The Lord will Provide.
 Jehovah-Rapha—The Lord will Heal.
 Jehovah-Nissi—The Lord our Banner.
 Jehovah-Shalom—The Lord our Peace.
 Jehovah-Ra-ah—The Lord our Shepherd.
 Jehovah-Tsidkenue—The Lord our Righteousness.
 Jehovah-Shammah—The Lord is There.

Thus, the last name that God uses in revealing Himself to us in the Old Testament is
Jehovah-Sabaoth, the LORD of HOSTS! I say this because this name of God in not found in
the Pentateuch, that is; the first 5 books of the Bible. Nor is it used in Joshua, Judges, Job,
the Proverbs or Ecclesiastes brother Leo. To my surprise it is used only 7 times in Psalms
and rarely in Kings and Chronicles. Where this name is used predominately is in the books
of the Prophets. There is the sense also that this name is uniquely ascribe for the sake of
the elect of God, that is; the true Israel of God. Apostate Israel rebelled against God, but
HIS FAITHFUL REMNANT PERSEVERED! God was using His SPECIAL name of the
LORD of HOSTS to remind His ELECT that HE was still in CONTROL and very much
SOVEREIGN! Please understand that there is an Israel of God within Israel which but the
TRUE Israel of God, that is; within the nation of Israel there is The ISRAEL of God or the
TRUE Israel of God, which is but the ELECT of God according to GRACE! LORD of HOSTS
was a special name of God that the Prophets were using to encourage HIS followers that
comfort and deliverance was only found in the LORD of HOSTS = Jehovah Sabaoth! When
Israel and Judah as a nation were faltering and going after other false gods like Baal, the
faithful few were reminded that the LORD OF HOSTS was there helper, while Israel in the
flesh was running to Egypt and Assyria, God’s elect knew that their HELP was in the LORD
of HOSTS! Let’s read in Psalm 46 and get the imagery of when everything seems to be
going wrong around us, the LORD of HOSTS has not left or forsaken us. If you recall in our
Sunday School hour in the book of Jeremiah in chapter 2 that God said to them in verse 13,
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“For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” Then in chapter 3:12-15, “Go and proclaim
these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause
mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. 13 Only
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy
ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. 14 Turn,
O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two
of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall
feed you with knowledge and understanding.” My point is simple, no matter how bad it got, God
had His remnant and was their helper in time of need as we read in Psalm 46. The true
people of God knew that God was with them and that He was their refuge and helper in time
of need. They knew that Jehovah-Sabaoth ruled in heaven and on earth regardless of the
circumstances. Jehovah-Sabaoth brings heavenly power to the aid of His children,
remember that Jehovah-Sabaoth denotes His universal sovereignty over every army, both
spiritual and earthly, the LORD of HOSTS is the KING of all heaven and earth. I hope you
are starting to grasp the meaning of the LORD of HOSTS.

The first mention in the Bible of LORD of HOSTS or Jehovah-Sabaoth is found in 1 Samuel
1:3 where we find Hannah’s glorious prayer. Hannah’s husband Elkanah was making his
annual trip to the temple to sacrifice to the LORD of HOSTS, 1 Samuel 1:3, “And this man
went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there.” As they went down to Shiloh,
Hannah was bitterly afflicted because she was childless and after countless and vicious
verbal attacks and mocking by Elkanah’s other wife Peninnah, Hannah called upon the
LORD. Amazing that for the first time in Scripture faithful Hannah calls upon the only one
who could win her battle, she called on the LORD OF HOSTS! She cries to the LORD of
Hosts for a man child as she was barren and heartbroken, “And she vowed a vow, and said, O
LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not
forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all
the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.” Amazing that she covenants with
the LORD of Hosts. She knew that the LORD of Hosts could fight her battle and better yet
win the battle for her. Well we know the rest of the story, the LORD of Hosts gave her a
baby boy who was named Samuel which means “Asked of God.”

Now my question is simple and that is, how did she know to call upon the LORD of Hosts if
this name had not been called on before, since this is the first usage of this name Jehovah-
Sabaoth? Remember she was not a prophet, a priest or one who handle the Word of God.
Even the term God of hosts, that is, Elohim-Sabaoth is not used first until 2 Samuel 5.
Hannah was no doubt looking for the True and Living God to fight her battle and perhaps
she remembered what God had done in the past. Remembered when King Jehoshaphat
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was in a battle where he was outnumbered and knew he would lose, but in faith he called
also upon the living God to deliver him in 2 Chron. 20. Remember he feared the large
armies of the Ammonites, it was a great multitude coming against him and in verses 3-7 it
says, “And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all
Judah. 4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of
Judah they came to seek the LORD. 5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and
Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court, 6 and said, O LORD God of our fathers, art
not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is
there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee? 7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive
out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for
ever?” When we find ourselves in a battle too big for us, this is the prayer we should lift up to
God. God just loves when His children set forth before Him in prayer the WORD of God and
remind Him who He is. Then in verse 12 one of my favorite verses in the Bible, “O our God,
wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither
know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee. 13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their
little ones, their wives, and their children.”

This is basically where we find Hannah, she had no might of her own, but her eyes were set
upon God she called on that special name of God, who fight ours battles, the LORD of
HOSTS! Now this is just my 2 cents in the matter and this is but mere speculation on my
part but I cannot overcome the fact again that she was not a prophet, a priest or one who
handled the Word of God, but can it be that she remembered the story of Exodus and
Israel’s deliverance and the story of Joshua when God fought for them. Let me put it
together for you: In Exodus 15:3-13 it says, “The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. 4
Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red
sea. 5 The depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. 6 Thy right hand, O LORD, is
become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 7 And in the
greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy
wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 8 And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered
together, the floods stood upright as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The
enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall be satisfied upon them; I will
draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered the: they
sank as lead in the mighty waters. 11 Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? who is like thee,
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? 12 Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth
swallowed them. 13 Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast
guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation.” She learns a lot from this story but in
particular her God, the God of her salvation, her deliverer is a MAN of WAR; The LORD is a
man of war: the LORD is HIS NAME! Remember Jehovah-Sabaoth means RULER of the
ARMIES of Heaven and Earth, to be a RULER of ARMIES you must be a MAN of WAR, so
she knows this much regarding her God, He is a The RULER of ALL the ARMIES of
HEAVEN and EARTH! Now turn with me to Joshua 5 the next story that could have come to
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her mind as she was in the midst of her personal battle, yea her personal war! In Joshua
5:13-15 notice what is says, if you get a chance this afternoon read the first 12 verse of the
chapter to understand the significance of these last three verses, “And it came to pass, when
Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against
him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for
our adversaries? 14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his
servant? 15 And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for
the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.” Yes, Sabaoth Jehovah basically said
to Joshua I’m going to fight your battle against Jericho. All of Israel had crossed the Jordan
miraculously and they had sanctified themselves here in chapter 5 before the Lord and were
preparing for their first big battle against Jericho. As Joshua their leader went on a
reconnaissance to spy out the enemy and was looking out the terrain when he encountered
a man with a drawn sword, the question Joshua raised was a good one, “…Art thou for us, or
for our adversaries?” The answer no doubt smote Joshua, it was so deep and more profound
that he ever expected! It was not a mere man or a great soldier, but rather none other than
the SOVEREIGN God of all the ARMIES of Heaven and Earth, JEHOVAH SABAOTH, THE
LORD OF HOSTS! Joshua stood before the Living and TRUE GOD! The LORD of HOSTS
responded to Joshua and instructed him to remove his shoes because the place he stood
was holy ground. We might ask, why was it holy? Simple, because GOD WAS THERE! Is
not this the same thing that was told to Moses in Exodus 3 when God revealed Himself to
Moses at the burning bush as the GREAT I AM, Yahweh Jehovah God! What ARMIES were
under the Captain of the LORD’s host? They could not be seen with the naked eye, but
nonetheless, real and formidable force which surrounded the walls of Jericho.

You see no Army of Jericho, no Army of the Amorites, yes no Mighty ARMY of Egypt is able
to stand against JEHOVAH SABAOTH, The LORD of Hosts and I’m sure Hannah knew this,
because she knew she could not fight nor win the battle she was in, thus she calls upon the
LORD of HOSTS to fight and deliver her from her situation and God answered her prayer
and delivered her, yea blessed her with a man child the Prophet Samuel.

From this point on we see in Scripture that Jehovah-Sabaoth, the LORD of HOSTS is the
ever present defender of His people. Yes as Revelation 19:6 says, “And I heard as it were the
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The Sovereign and Holy God of all Heaven and
earth moves mountains on our behalf as HE fights ours battle, wins our wars and is our
REFUGE we can run to in time of NEED, YES HIS name is JEHOVAH-SABAOTH!


