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A Godly Legacy 

Judges 2:7-19 

Series:  Topical 

 

1. Introduction – 

a. What is your legacy?  By this I mean, when you are gone, what 

will your life be a tribute to. 

b. We all know that everyone in this room will one day be gone. 

c. Most of us will never do something so stupendously incredible 

that history will remember us.   

d. With that being said though, you can leave a legacy that can 

impact your family, community, and nation. 

e. Today, by the grace of God, I want to challenge you to consider 

your legacy. 

i. What kind of kids are you leaving behind (grandkids)? 

ii. What will people remember most about you?  

iii. You can leave a legacy of monetary worth but I submit to 

you that nothing but a godly legacy is worthwhile.   

 

2. Verses 7-9 – The preceding Godly generation 

a. We start with a godly generation that loved the Lord.   

b. They served the Lord and where busy doing the work of the 

Lord. 

c. Because Joshua and the elders had seen the great work of the 

Lord, they led with hearts devoted to him 

d. Everything within the nation of Israel seemed to be getting 

along beautifully.   

e. This can easily be the story of America. 

i. We had a high standard of godliness and morality at one 

point. 

ii. Our leaders were expected to be honest and have 

integrity. 

 

3.  Verse 10 – A Forgotten Lord – An ungrateful, untrained generation. 

a. When that godly generation died a new generation arose. 

b. They lacked a personal connection to God –  

c. They lacked a working knowledge of God’s goodness to the 

preceding generation and therefore to them. 
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d. The failure here is of Joshua’s generation.  Although they were 

godly they forgot to instruct the next generation and this would 

be the ultimate downfall of the nation of Israel. 

e. Deuteronomy 6:5-8  You shall love the LORD your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  

(6)  And these words that I command you today shall be on 

your heart.  (7)  You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when 

you rise.  (8)  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and 

they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

f. When a generation fails in instructing the next generation in the 

love and service of the one true God, we can expect that 

generation to not know the Lord nor have a working knowledge 

of his goodness.  

 

4. Verse 11-13 – They became idolaters 

a. The natural consequence of such a failure was that the 

generation that followed fell into idolatry. 

b. Verse 12 –  

i. They abandoned the one who brought them out of 

slavery. 

ii. They went after other gods  

1. We are worshipping beings and we will worship 

the true or the false. 

c. They served other gods and opened the doors to depravity –  

i. Baals – The sun god   

ii. Ashtaroth – the goddess of sex and fertility 

d. They began to stew in licentiousness and morality degenerated 

e. We see much of this in our own culture today. 

i. We are a nation of idolaters - Examples 

 

5. Verses 14-15 – the hand of the Lord was against them 

a. When person does not know the lord or his great deeds, he can 

expect that the Lord will be against him. 

i. Our nation is tearing itself up at the seems –  

1. Politically, socially, morally, spiritually. 

2. Can we look at ourselves for help? 

b. This was the legacy left by the previous generation. 

i. What is your legacy. 



© 2015 by Pastor Ismael Miranda, God’s Garden Church 3 

ii. Proverbs 22:6  Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

c. We want the best for our children – we put them in sports, 

make sure their schooling is done, try to teach them right from 

wrong; but to often, we do nothing to show them reverence for 

God; his people, worship, his word. 

i. It is in God that our children would be grounded with the 

moral and spiritual compass necessary to navigate 

through this world so full of evil and chaos.   

 

6. Verses 16-17 –  

a. God would bring a deliverer – momentary blessing  

i. It would be their duty, as well as ours, to insure that 

during these times of blessings we would repent and live 

after our God. 

b. The Character of God demonstrated here –  

i. God is desirous that men be saved. 

1. 1 Timothy 2:3-7  This is good, and it is pleasing in 

the sight of God our Savior,  (4)  who desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.  (5)  For there is one God, and there is 

one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus,  (6)  who gave himself as a ransom 

for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 

time.  (7)  For this I was appointed a preacher and 

an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 

teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

ii. God does not delight in sentencing anyone to eternal 

damnation.   

1. Ezekiel 18:23  Have I any pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, declares the Lord GOD, and not rather 

that he should turn from his way and live? 

iii. God is slow to anger 

1. Psalms 145:8  The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

iv. And yet the Lord is a God of Judgment  

1. Hebrews 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the 

hands of the living God. 

 

7. Verse 18 – God’s Pity 
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a. God was merciful to them beyond what they deserved.   

b. God has been merciful to us beyond what we deserve. 

i. Think of your sin 

1. The fact that you walk around as if there is no God 

or not mindful of him. 

c. Their pain was God’s pain. 

d. For hundreds of years, God offered the Israelites opportunity on 

top of opportunity to repent. 

i. Eventually, the time runs out. 

 

8. Verse 19 –  

a. They loved their sins 

b. They were stubborn – persisting in the things that were literally 

destroying them. 

i. They did not drop any of their practices 

ii. Proverbs 26:11-12  Like a dog that returns to his vomit is 

a fool who repeats his folly.  (12)  Do you see a man who 

is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool 

than for him. 

 

9. How can I leave a legacy? 

a. Know our Lord 

i. Gospel 

ii. The Word and Fellowship 

b. Know what the Lord has done for you 

i. Make sure your children are grateful  

c. Instruct the next generation. 

i. No monetary inheritance is of any value if a spiritual 

inheritance is not first passed done. 

 

10. Benediction: 

a. Psalms 78:4-8  We will not hide them from their children, but 

tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, 

and his might, and the wonders that he has done.  (5)  He 

established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children,  (6)  

that the next generation might know them, the children yet 

unborn, and arise and tell them to their children,  (7)  so that 

they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of 

God, but keep his commandments;  (8)  and that they should not 
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be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a 

generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not 

faithful to God. 


