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A Gospel Moment  
 

Nahum 1:15,  Behold, on the mountains/ The feet of him who brings good tidings,/ Who 
proclaims peace!/ O Judah, keep your appointed feasts,/ Perform your vows./ For the 
wicked one shall no more pass through you; / He is utterly cut off. 

 
In redemptive history there have been climatic times in the outworking of God’s providence 
when the Gospel broke into the mundane, and lives were forever changed.  I call these times 
gospel moments. 
 



    

• The Fall and the giving of the Proto-Evangelium clearly was a Gospel Moment!  
• The Flood with its rainbow was a Gospel Moment!  
• The choice of Abraham and his living as a stranger in the land of promise was a Gospel 

Moment! 
• Redemptive history radically changed with Moses, David, and the New Covenant! 

 
Each of these times were Gospel Moments! When the eternal intersected with the temporal 
and the glorious news of God’s salvation was proclaimed!   
 
Nahum 1 is clearly a gospel moment because it is related to God’s working in and through His 
people in the Southern Kingdom of Judah!  Again, the time is 650 B.C.  Assyria is at its peak in 
terms of its power and the king of Judah, Manasseh, has just been converted.  At this time, the 
Lord raised up a prophet named Nahum (~“comfort”) to encourage God’s people with a 
message revolving around God’s disciplining of both His and His people’s foe: the Assyrians! 
 
It is the Realization of a Big Plan! 
 

Nahum 1:15, “Behold.” 
 
“Behold” in the Bible is a significant term.  Both Hebrew and Greek lacked punctuation marks 
and so to indicate emphasis, shock, or amazement, the Biblical writers employed a variety of 
literary tools like word placement, sentence structure (as in a chiasm), the repetition of words 
(as in, “Holy, holy, holy” or “Truly, truly”), and more. ”Behold” is one such example.  Whenever 
you read the word “behold” in the Bible you have stumbled upon a word of emphasis which can 
be taken as, “You are never going to believe this…” or “What you are about to read is going to 
blow your mind!” As that is the case, we note by the employment of “behold” that Nahum 
obviously was moved in what he was about to say.  What he wrote in this passage was a big 
deal in his mind! So what is it that was so big? 
 

Nahum 1:14, “, Behold, on the mountains/ The feet of him who brings good tidings,/ Who 
proclaims peace! / O Judah, keep your appointed feasts,/ Perform your vows./ For the 
wicked one shall no more pass through you; / He is utterly cut off.”  

Aside from the fact that this passage has a catchy meter to it,1 what is the big deal? To answer 
that we have to go back ninety years to Isaiah 52 and a proclamation Isaiah made which was 
intended for the people of God facing the exile (Don’t forget: Isaiah 1-39 was written to his 
contemporaries; Isaiah 40-55 was written for the generation facing the exile; and Isaiah 56-66 
was written for those who would return to Jerusalem after the exile).  So to the generation 
facing the exile, what did Isaiah want them to know? 
 

Isaiah 52:7, “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who 
announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation, and says 
to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” 
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This is an interesting statement! Again it wasn’t written for Isaiah’s generation, but for those in 
Judah approaching the exile.  As such, it is somewhat romantic as Isaiah looks forward to a 
theoretical time in the future when a herald (perhaps a prophet) would come to the 
“mountains” of Judah (which is where Jerusalem was situated) and announce a “message” of 
incredible news relating to “peace,” “happiness,” and “salvation” all on account of the 
sovereign rule of Almighty God.  And then notice the ending, “Your God Reigns!” 
 
Fast forward the clock ninety years to 650 B.C. and the prophet Nahum has picked up on this 
statement.2  Utilizing the idea behind a prophetic perfect, Nahum describes a time in the near 
future as if it were past.  In Nahum’s case it turns out the messenger is NOT a prophet, BUT a 
courier from battle; his hands are bloodied from fighting and his feet dirty from travelling 
(which explains the absence of “how lovely on the mountains are the feet of him”).  O. Palmer 
Robertson commented on this passage: 
 

Nahum’s setting of a messenger rushing from the gore of battle restrained him from 
alluding to the ‘beauty’ of these feet. (Robertson, 1990, p. 81) 

 
So do you see the point and the big picture here (the reason for the “behold”)? Isaiah spoke of 
a time in the future when a messenger would come to Jerusalem and announce a message of 
peace.  Nahum announced to his generation that they were living at a time when this 
observation was about to be fulfilled! In other words, the fulfillment of God’s plan of 
redemption was about to converge with time! That is a “behold”/“you’re never going to believe 
this!”-moment if you ask me! 
 
And yet, we can and must go bigger than that! For when it came to announcing the glorious 
news of Christ’s sovereign breaking into this world, His triumph over death, and so the 
beginning of the end of Satan’s kingdom, Paul likewise quoted from Isaiah 52:7: 
 

Romans 10:15, “And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!’” 

 
Paul applies Isaiah 52 to the age of consummation in which the messenger now is NOT a herald 
from a physical battle, BUT one from a spiritual battle in which the announcement of Christ’s 
victory is proclaimed.  And just like in Nahum’s situation we have stumbled upon a “behold” 
moment.  Do you understand that before the world was made, God ordained that you would be 
saved by grace through Christ? 
 

Ephesians 1:4, “…He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world…” 
 
This passage indicates that sometime in eternity past the members of the Godhead had a 
discussion concerning the saving work of Christ and your name was mentioned! As such, do you 
understand that before the world was made, God predestined you to salvation through Christ? 
 

Ephesians 1:4b-6, “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
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Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.” 

 
That means that when God opened your eyes to your need for the saving blood of Christ 
(whether that was in your mother’s womb or in recent memory) God’s eternal plan of 
redemption as it related to your life came to pass!!! That is a “behold” moment! 
 
As we consider the gospel moment referenced by Nahum, we must see that it is the 
culmination and the realization of a big, big plan, much bigger than you and I! And that means 
that the people of Nahum’s day must realize that they never were subject to the whims and will 
of a pagan king as he flexed his muscles in the satisfaction of his fleshly, satanic lusts! At all 
times God’s people were in the hands of their covenant God!  And so are you! In Christ, the 
mundane has become sacred such that we live our lives basking in light of the shadow of a 
mighty cross- fearing no evil, but fearing/reverencing the Lord! For we know that: 
 

Romans 8:38-39, “…neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

 
It Begins in Time with an Unthinkable Message 
 

Nahum 1:15, “Behold, on the mountains/ The feet of him who brings good tidings,/ Who 
proclaims peace!” 
 

What is it that Isaiah had in mind when he wrote his famous verse? We ultimately cannot know 
(though we have Biblical proof that by it God envisioned the days of Nahum, Babylon, and 
Christ).  It is clear that Nahum had the destruction of Assyria in mind. 
 
Nahum announced this prophecy at the height of Assyrian power (650 B.C.) when this secular 
nation plainly was viewed as indestructible! Nineveh itself was a monstrous walled-city 
protecting as much as 175,000 individuals!! Now add to this the city’s natural protection on 
account of the Tigris River AND its wealth, size, and military strength; you will see why it was 
believed that this city was impregnable! 
 
Now for over two hundred years innumerable assaults upon God’s people were mounted from 
this city; making the name of Nineveh a name of horror to God’s people! Listen to a selection 
from the annals of Ashurnasirpal II (who was NOT one of the more wicked kings of Assyria) as 
he describes the typical end of an Assyrian conquest: 
 

I built a pillar over against his city-gate, and I flayed all the chief men who had revolted, 
and I covered the pillar with their skins; some I walled up within the pillar, and some upon 
the pillar on stakes I impaled, and others I fixed to stakes round about the pillar; many 
within the border of my own land I flayed, and I spread their skins upon the walls; and I cut 
off the limbs of the high officers, of the high royal officers who had rebelled. (lines 89ff.) ¶  
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Many captives from among them I burned with fire, and many I captured alive.  From some 
I cut off their hands and their fingers, and from others I cut off their noses and their ears… 
and the eyes of many men I put out.  I made one heap of the living, and another of the 
heads, and I bound their heads to vines round about the city.  Their young men and 
maidens I burned in the fire. (lines 116ff.) (Roux, 1993, pp. 263-264) 

 
To say that Assyria/Nineveh was the epitome of evil in the ancient world would be an 
understatement! BUT to the utter amazement and delight of God’s people, in 612 B.C. all of this 
would come to an end! This “unsinkable” city (and yes, I’m mixing my metaphors) sank! This 
ancient wonder of the world was wiped off the map such that in two hundred years you’d 
never know it existed! 
 
Thus, the “peace” announced by the messenger was that never again would God’s people be 
tormented by this wicked foe (who we know was inspired by Satan, Nahum 1:11)! The “good 
news” is that their oppression on account of Assyria was forever over! 
 
You must see that at the time of the writing of Nahum this was an unthinkable message- NOT 
because it was so holy, BUT because it was so unrealistic! But with God, all things are possible! 
 
For our generation, the message is just as unthinkable (again, Paul references this passage and 
applies it to the gospel)!  The Hebrew writer speaking of Christ wrote: 
 

Hebrews 2:14-15, “Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 
also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives.” 

 
If you forget the wormwood and the gall of sin, you easily will forget the unthinkable message 
of the glory of Christ’s deliverance of sinners from their sin and slavery to Satan! But if you will 
give yourself for one moment to the realization of where you’d be without Christ, you too will 
say with Nahum, “Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good news, who 
announces peace!”  This was Peter’s point in 2 Peter. 
 

2 Peter l:9, “For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 
purification from his former sins.” 

 
And yet there is more.  Not only is the Gospel the glorious news of the forgiveness of sins, but 
also our redemption in Christ from our slavery to Satan!  Satan is the prince and power of the 
air! This world and all of its nations constitute his kingdom (Luke 4:5-7)!  Yet when Christ came 
to this earth, fulfilled the law, died on the cross, and rose again from the dead, Satan’s hold 
over death was destroyed; which means we no longer need live in fear! 
 
Now my question to you is this:  Have you lost your awe over what Christ did on your behalf?  
Has the message of His forgiveness become common?  Has Satan to you become a fantasy 
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story?  The gospel by which you were saved is the unthinkable message of both the destruction 
of Satan’s kingdom and a peace with God that will never end! 
 
Christian, don’t lose your awe over the work of Christ on your behalf! Renew your faith daily 
(Lamentations 3:22-23) by considering where you’d be today without the Lord! 
 
It Leads to a Surprising Call 
 

Nahum 1:15, “Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; pay your vows.”  
 
This is quite a surprising call in the context of a military victory, which is the focus here! 
Typically, following a major, military conquest in the ancient world, a celebration of some 
significance would take place where there’d be drinking and eating and dancing and celebrating 
for days on end!  In fact, the Romans perfected the celebration by erecting a throw-up area 
outside the camp where the soldier could relieve himself when he was gorged so that he could 
go back to his celebrating-comrades and eat and drink all more!3 
 
Nahum did not have this celebration in mind.  The celebration he had in mind had no hangovers 
or sober regrets! In fact, it was just the opposite! Notice the surprising call, “…celebrate your 
feasts, O Judah; pay your vows”! God’s people were to celebrate, but get this; their celebration 
was to spring NOT out of their own imaginations/flesh/desires, BUT out of their God given 
calling of service and devotion! “Feasts” and “vows” were the avenues God gave His Old 
Testament people when it came to delighting themselves in Him! And it hasn’t changed today: 
God still directs how we ought to celebrate His victories! 
 
I cannot think of a more climatic passage in the New Testament than Romans 11. 
 

Romans 11:33-36, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the 
mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might 
be paid back to him again?  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To 
Him be the glory forever.  Amen.” 

 
 
This is what Paul wrote to give expression to the joy that came over him as he contemplated 
Christ’s glorious work of redemption which the apostle outlined in Romans 1-11! And from this 
glorious mountain peak, what is the calling? 
 

Romans 12:1-2, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. [this is the avenue that God has given us to celebrate the victory of Christ! A life 
devoted to the Lord and not oneself!...] And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
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You might say, “That doesn’t sound very fun! I don’t celebrate in this way!” You know what the 
Bible would say? “Then you are in need of changing your pallet!”  
 
Biblical counseling rests upon the assumption that as God is the creator of man, He knows what 
we need; and what we need is revealed to us in His word!  As one who has logged hundreds of 
hours in counseling, I can testify to the fact that when a rebellious person does what he 
considers to be “fun,” great harm typically results both to his soul and the souls of those who 
love them!  Thomas Brooks describes this process: 
 

Satan promises the best, but pays with the worst! He promises honor, and pays with 
disgrace.  He promises pleasure, and pays with pain.  He promises profit, and pays with 
loss.  He promises life, and pays with death.  (Brooks, 2011, p. 93) 

 
Christian, don’t ever forget, “Man’s holiness is now his greatest happiness.” (Brooks, 2011) You 
want to respond appropriately to the gospel? Give yourself to the service of Christ as directed 
by His word! That is how you celebrate Christ’s victory!  O Palmer Robertson observed: 
 

It is the festivals and vows ordained by divine direction that provide the structured 
framework for long-term jubilant living.  Not like the meaningless mad-hatted horn-
tooters’ hailing of another midwinter’s ‘Happy New Year’ shall God’s people celebrate.  
Instead, they shall respond to redemption by renewed consecration to the Lord. 
(Robertson, 1990, pp. 84-85) 

 
That is the surprising message of Nahum! The gospel leads to a surprising call of dedication! 
This is how God would have us celebrate His victory!  Now the New Testament equivalent of 
“feasts” and “vows” would be the twofold calling of (1) fellowship and (2) fidelity to our 
commitments to God and one another.  This is how God would have us celebrate and so 
respond to the gospel! Listen to the words of inspired men: 
 

Romans 14:17, “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Would you notice that in life joy comes from being Spirit-filled and so Spirit-led! It is not from 
doing your own thing!  While suffering great affliction, Paul wrote this: 
 

2 Corinthians 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we 
rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you 
all.”  

 
Joy also comes from watching others minister in the name of Christ!  We see it in Philemon.  
 

Philemon 7, “For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.” 
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Philippians 2:2, “Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same 
love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.” 

 
Joy comes from beholding people you care about grow in their service and devotion to Christ.  
We see it in this: 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, “For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even 
you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are our glory and joy.” 

 
3 John 4, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.” 

 
Philippians 2:18, “I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.” 

 
Another avenue of joy in the Scriptures is said to come from fellowship! 
 

1 Peter1:8, “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see 
Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.” 

 
Joy comes from delighting in Christ, His work, and His redemption! 
 

Jude 24, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in 
the presence of His glory blameless with great joy.” 

 
Jude tells us that joy comes from holy living!  These are the avenues of celebration and 
rejoicing! This is how God would have us commemorate His victory! 
 
Now and again, if in your response you say, “That is not how I celebrate! Mine is more letting 
my hair down, being a little wild, and doing what is spontaneous,” it is NOT because the Bible is 
passé or archaic, RATHER, it is because your pallet has been shaped and trained by the wants 
and desires of your flesh.  You want to have fun in life? You want to know “fullness of joy”? 
Give yourself to the Lord and His Kingdom! While the pleasure may not be as intense as what is 
derived from Baal, nevertheless the pleasures of God’s Kingdom are deep and wide and have 
substance! 
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End Notes  
 
1 You can almost imagine it in a song! 
2 Nahum 1:15 clearly was inspired by Isaiah 52:7. 
3 This was NOT the vomitorium.  Recent discussion has insisted that the vomitorium is an 
architectural designation derived from Latin.  As Rome did provide areas for throwing up a meal 
during times of celebration AND because the word “vomitorium” is that from which we get our 
word for throwing up, “vomit,” it has been suggested that a vomitorium was a place for 
throwing up (which it clearly was not).  The two are unrelated, yet real! 
 
 
VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church meets at 
Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone number of the church 
is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a 
member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on March 29, 2014.  Greg is the minister of Bethel Presbyterian Church. 
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