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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As we bring the Book of Ruth to a close I want to set one more thought before you. I’ve 

stated several times that this book is often portrayed as a love story.  

A. It is a very brief book and the story moves quickly. 

The couple met in Chapter 2 – Ruth, the impoverished Moabite widow and Boaz 

a wealthy landowner. Boaz sees her gleaning in the field and immediately makes 

inquiry about her. 

Ruth 2:5-6 NAU - "Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of 
the reapers, "Whose young woman is this?"  6 The servant in charge of the 
reapers replied, "She is the young Moabite woman who returned with 
Naomi from the land of Moab."  

B. By the time the story ends in Chapter 4 we find the couple getting married, 

starting a family, and living happily ever after. 

Ruth 4:13 NAU - "So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he 
went in to her. And the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth 
to a son."  

2. It seems to be a typical romance story. Sadly, we have a skewed understanding of love 

and romance today. Tonight I want to close with a brief look at this subject. 

 

I. Today’s view of love versus the Biblical understanding 

 A. We are confused about the Biblical concept of love and romance 

1. Proper parenting has fallen on hard times. A proper view of marriage has 

fallen on hard times. Children are not being raised with an eye towards 

adulthood, of the responsibilities of adulthood. They are not being 

prepared for marriage. 

2. Today young people seem most interested in just having a good time. The 

model of interaction with the opposite sex is to date, or “go out” with little 

or no commitment. Love is seen in a romantic sense with strong emotions 

based primarily upon physical attraction. 

3. Young men see ladies as objects to pursue and objects for gratification. 

Young ladies coming out of homes without a strong father-figure will 

commit their heart to the first man to show an interest in her.  

B. The entertainment industry paints a picture of romance that is more about lust 

than commitment.  

  1. Physical attraction is the great emphasis 

  2. Love is something you fall into rather than something you give yourself to 

The music gears up and everything goes into slow motion and the couple’s 

in love. 
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3. Many marriages are entered with this star struck fantasy of romance and 

love built on high passions and the satisfaction of every pleasure. They are 

completely ill-prepared for the times of adversity, sickness, or hardship. 

They are ill-prepared for the sacrifices demanded by a family. 

 There isn’t anything romantic about spit-up, dirty diapers, and sleep 

deprivation. 

 C. The Bible doesn’t really teach love at first sight 

  1. It doesn’t present love in terms of romance 

2. This doesn’t mean that our love for our wives is not passionate or 

romantic. The Book of Song of Solomon makes this clear 

Song of Solomon 1:2 NAU - "May he kiss me with the kisses of 
his mouth! For your love is better than wine."  

3. Love is a mature commitment to another person 

 a. Abraham sent his faithful servant to seek a wife for Isaac 

Genesis 24:1-4 NAU - "Now Abraham was old, advanced in 
age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in every way.  2 
Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who 
had charge of all that he owned, "Please place your hand 
under my thigh,  3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the 
God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I live,  4 but you will go to my country and to my relatives, 
and take a wife for my son Isaac."  

 b. Finding Rebekah the servant returned to present her to Isaac 

Genesis 24:64-67 NAU - "Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and 
when she saw Isaac she dismounted from the camel.  65 She 
said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field to 
meet us?" And the servant said, "He is my master." Then 
she took her veil and covered herself.  66 The servant told 
Isaac all the things that he had done.  67 Then Isaac brought 
her into his mother Sarah's tent, and he took Rebekah, and 
she became his wife, and he loved her"  

c. The text tells us that Isaac loved her. He had never met her but 

knowing he had God’s approval he CHOSE to love her.  

4. You have to learn to love your mate. It isn’t something you fall into but 

something you chose to do. And it matures and grows and strengthens. 

With true love the husband and wife truly enjoy one another and savor 

their relationship.  

Proverbs 5:18 NAU - "rejoice in the wife of your youth."  
Ecclesiastes 9:9 NAU - "Enjoy life with the woman whom you love 
all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the 
sun; for this is your reward in life and in your toil in which you have 
labored under the sun."  
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II. The love of Boaz and Ruth 

A. They were actually an unlikely couple 

  1. First, Boaz was much older than Ruth 

   a. We can see this in Chapter 3 

Ruth 3:10 NAU - "May you be blessed of the LORD, my 
daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than 
the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich."  

   b. Presumably he was a long-time bachelor 

c. Ruth was a young, single woman who could have sought after the 

young men. Now that would have fit the Hollywood image. 

  2. Second, Ruth was probably not your typical Hollywood beauty 

a. I’ve read commentators describe her as beautiful. One called her 

“an attractive young widow.” He wrote of Boaz, “When Boaz saw 

Ruth, his heart skipped a beat. ‘Who is this pretty and winsome girl 

out there gleaning in the fields.’” 

The text leads us to think otherwise. 

b. She was of the hearty sort able to work all-day in the field—hands 

calloused and skin darkened by the sun. This was not attractive in 

ancient cultures. 

Song of Solomon 1:6 NAU - "Do not stare at me because I 
am swarthy, For the sun has burned me." – “blackish” 

c. It isn’t every woman who can haul a 40-50 lb. sack of grain across 

the countryside on her shoulder.  

Ruth 2:17 NAU - " So she gleaned in the field until evening. 
Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about 
an ephah of barley." – an ephah = 3/5 of a bushel (60 lb.) 
Ruth 3:15 NAU - "Give me the cloak that is on you and hold 
it." So she held it, and he measured six measures of barley 
and laid it on her. Then she went into the city."  

 The word “measure” is italicized. It literally reads six 

“somethings” – The implication of the text describes it as being 

more than the ephah of Chapter 2. Boaz had to help her lift the 

load. One commentator suggests that this load would have 

exceeded 80 lbs.  

 d. It is true Boaz was attracted to her but the text tells us why. 

Ruth 2:11 NAU - "All that you have done for your mother-in-
law after the death of your husband has been fully reported 
to me, and how you left your father and your mother and the 
land of your birth, and came to a people that you did not 
previously know."  
Ruth 3:11 NAU - "Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do 
for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know 
that you are a woman of excellence."  
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3. Third, Ruth was a foreigner – a Moabite. Marriage to a Moabite was 

forbidden. Apparently, her marriage to Mahlon made Boaz’ marriage to 

her permissible.   

Deuteronomy 23:3 NAU - "No Ammonite or Moabite shall enter 
the assembly of the LORD; none of their descendants, even to the 
tenth generation, shall ever enter the assembly of the LORD"   

 B. This unlikely couple chose to love one another 

  1. It was a love that was committed and pure 

2. We must not miss the point that Ruth came to Boaz at mid-night. It was 

dark and she came under his cloak. Boaz might have been tempted to 

embrace her. This would have fit the Hollywood pattern where virginity is 

no longer seen as a treasure to protect. 

3. But this love was not an infatuation, it was not a lust. It was a love of 

honor. It was a love that looked to the excellent character of this man and 

woman and they came together with the honor and glory of God at stake. 

 

III. The love of Ruth and Boaz points to Christ’s love for the church 

 A. The love of Boaz and Ruth was unlikely but a chosen love 

  1. It was not based upon outward appearance 

  2. It was based upon this couple desiring to give themselves to one another 

  3. Boaz was to become the security for Ruth’s future 

Ruth 3:1 NAU - "My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that 
it may be well with you?"  

4. Most important, it was a love designed by God. It was God who led Ruth 

to the field of Boaz. It was God who stirred the heart of Boaz to became 

the kinsman redeemer for Ruth. His purpose was to raise up an heir to 

Mahlon. This heir was chosen by God in the linage that would end in 

Christ. Boaz and Ruth were to bear a son named Obed, the grandfather of 

King David.  

Ruth 4:21-22 NAU - "and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, 
Obed,  22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David."  

B. God was making way for another bride – another unconventional love story 

1. God looked down from eternity to select a bride for His Son. What He saw 

was uncleanness, filth, and ugliness. Would He find a bride among such as 

this?  

Psalm 14:2-3 NAU - "The LORD has looked down from heaven 
upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who 
seek after God.  3 They have all turned aside, together they have 
become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one."  

2. Yet God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. What an 

unlikely choice! 

  3. Jesus came for the sake of His bride; because He loved her. 

Ephesians 5:25-27 NAU - " Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that 
He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word,  27 that He might present to Himself the church in all 
her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
would be holy and blameless."  



5 

 

   a. Jesus set His heart upon us from eternity 

   b. He purposefully came to die for us 

c. We must remember that when He died for us we were haters of 

God. We hated and despised Him.    

Romans 5:8 NAU - "But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us."  

4. Paul says that it surpasses the human capacity to fully comprehend it.  

a. What would lead the eternal Son of God to leave His place of 

glory?  Paul says He did not hold on to that which was rightfully 

His 

Philippians 2:6 NAU - "did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped"  

b. What would lead Christ to suffer at the cruel hands of men when 

He could have called down an army of angels to defend Him? 

c. What would lead Him to suffer in agony under God’s infinite 

wrath? 

    d. Was it not for us! Oh what love!  

John 15:13 NAU - "Greater love has no one than this, that 
one lay down his life for his friends."   

C. Christ continues to manifest His great love for us in His mediatorial office. We 

are reminded of the words of Naomi: 

Ruth 3:1 NAU - "My daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may 
be well with you?"  

  Christ is working all good things for us as our Prophet, Priest, and King 

1. His office as Prophet He directs his love for us by continually revealing 

God’s will to us that we might be holy 

2. In His office as Priest He is continuing to serve as our Intercessor – as 

God’s channel of blessings upon the elect 

3. In His office as King His love is made manifest as He continually defends 

us from our enemies.  

  4. We are the bride of Christ betrothed to our great Bridegroom. 

   We are being preserved unto eternity as the beautiful bride of Christ 

   We are being prepared in holiness. 

   This is the ultimate love story. 

 

 

 

 

 


