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THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION 

Matthew 27: 54—28: 20 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

The power of the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the most 

powerful power in heaven and on earth. It is the crux of the Gospel. In 1972, the 

author G. B. Hardy wrote a book called, “Countdown: A Time to Choose.” In his 

book he in essence wrote, “There are but two essential requirements: First: has 

anyone had victory over death and proved it? Second: Is it available to me? Here is 

the complete record: Confucius’ tomb – occupied. Buddha’s tomb – occupied. 

Mohammad’s tomb – occupied, Jesus’ tomb – empty. Argue as you will. Why not 

follow Jesus?!” Dwight L. Moody was once called to preach a funeral sermon. He 

hunted the Four Gospels to find one of Christ’s funeral sermons, to use as his 

pattern for the funeral, but he searched in vain. He found our Lord Jesus Christ 

broke up every funeral He ever attended. Death could not exist where He was. 

When the dead heard His voice, they sprang to life. Jesus said, “I am the 

resurrection and the life, he that believes in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 

live, and whosoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” (John 11:25). 

 

Sometimes, many of us with mostly normal bodies, no limbs missing, no Down’s 

Syndrome, no Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, no blindness or deafness, no mental 

challenges, no terminal diseases and no physical disabilities—we forget that one of 

the major victories of Christ’s resurrection is that we are going to receive new 

bodies in Heaven with Jesus. In Union Grove, Wisconsin, The Shepherd’s Home 

there meets the needs of severely disabled people. The leaders teach the residents 

there to want to love and come to know Jesus as their Savior and to understand that 

He has promised to return someday to give us new bodies. The superintendent of 

Shepherd’s Home says, “Every day, some of the residents go to the windows and 

press their noses against the glass, looking for Jesus to return.” He says they love 

having the problem of dirty windows to clean, because the people at Shepherd’s 

Home believe in the power of Christ’s resurrection and they look forward to His 

promise daily when they will receive their new bodies too.  

 

Today, you may have noted the longer text I asked Pastor Larry to read to us 

because the Gospel is not just the message of the cross and not just the message of 

Christ’s resurrection. On this day of celebrating Christ’s resurrection, why do I 

want to include verses that begin with Jesus death? It is because Christ’s death, 

burial and resurrection are a unit—inseparably part of the Gospel. Our exclusive 

Gospel that states that Jesus alone saves is wrapped up in a trinity of three factual 

parts of Jesus’ life—His death, burial, and resurrection. Paul tells us what the 

Gospel is in I Corinthians 15: 1-4. We read, “Now I would remind you, brothers, of 

the Gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by 
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which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the Word I preached to you—unless 

you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that He 

was buried, that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” 

The Gospel is all three—Christ’s death, burial and resurrection. In Romans 8: 34, it 

says, “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the One who died—more than that, who 

was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” 

And when we live for Jesus as believers, we need all three parts of the Gospel in 

our life. In Philippians 3: 10, Paul inverts the order of the three for His power in 

the Christian life. He says, “O that I may know Him, and the power of His 

resurrection and fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”  

 

The message today--What is the power of the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus in the lives of those who observed each of the events that are seen in the 

Gospel story? What significant changes did the death, burial and resurrection of 

Jesus make in the lives of people who were alive then to view these happenings? 

Personalize these changes in your life. Which changes were happening then, which 

changes had happened, & which changes shouldn’t have been happening? Which 

changes yet needed to happen in lives because Christ is risen? Four changes-- 

 

WHICH CHANGES WERE HAPPENING? (I.) As I view the death of Jesus, I 

reflect with Matthew in two changes that happened when Jesus died. One change 

was that of the Roman centurion and the other changes were in the many women 

who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him. Let’s read about this 

first changes in Matthew 27: 54. “When the centurion and those who were with 

him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the sky turn black for 3 hours, when they 

shook in the earthquake and heard that the temple veil was ripped from top to 

bottom, the centurion and some of his soldiers, believing awe exclaimed, “Truly 

this was the Son of God!” What a contrast they saw in Jesus’ death from the death 

of all the other victims they crucified. This day of Jesus’ death was no normal day 

of Roman soldiers crucifying criminals. Oh no! Jesus’ death changed these 

hardened soldiers who scourged Jesus, mocked Him, planted a crown of thorns on 

Him, stripped Him of His clothes, crucified Him, and played in jest at the foot of 

His cross, gambling for His robes. I believe I will see some of those Roman 

soldiers with the centurion in Heaven. Why? It’s because I read what the centurion 

himself said along with some of his soldiers, “Truly this was the Son of God.” I 

identify with that centurion. Do you? He gave the orders for the nails to be 

hammered into Jesus’ hands. In verses 3 and 4 of “How Deep The Father’s Love 

For Us,” I often sing those words, “Behold the man upon a cross My sin upon His 

shoulders Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice Call out among the scoffers It was 

my sin that held Him there Until it was accomplished His dying breath has brought 

me life I know that it is finished.” Has this change come to your hardened heart? Is 
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this change deep in your heart? Do you confess, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

Do you know the Son of God as your Savior and Master? Has Jesus changed you?   

What change happened to the women who followed Jesus from Galilee and 

ministered to Him? Listen to Matthew 27: 55-56. “There were also many women 

there looking on from a distance who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering 

to Him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.” The Greek word for looking on is 

theoreo. This interesting word is the word from which we get our word theory or 

theorize. It means to discern or behold with deep interest to understand the purpose 

of Calvary. It literally means to find out by seeing—and thus to perceive the 

meaning of what is seen. These women that followed Jesus and His disciples also 

heard about Jesus’ coming crucifixion—that He was going to be lifted up on a 

cross and die for the sins of the world. Now they stood there beholding, discerning 

and finding out by seeing the awful spectacle that Jesus was dying for them. Mary, 

the mother of Jesus came up close with John to the foot of the cross. Now she 

understood—she discerned—theoreo—she knew this virgin born Son she bore—

Jesus, was dying for her—and “a sword pierced her soul,” as a sword pierces my 

soul and yours. Now Mary knew more of what she sang in the Magnificat—about 

this one inside – God her Savior. Jesus said in John 8: 51, “He who keeps My 

Word, he will never ‘see’ death. The word Jesus used for ‘see’ death was theoreo. 

Now I get it. Please get this with me, with the women—as we look back from way 

afar at the cross, don’t speculate any more—get what they got—that’s Jesus dying 

for me, so I don’t have to look at death the same way ever again, because He said 

He would rise again and if I believe in Him, I’ll never die. With the women, start 

to look with me past Jesus’ death to what’s coming. 2ndly,  

WHICH CHANGES HAD HAPPENED? (II.) As I turn to view the burial of 

Jesus, I see there were changes that had happened which were not well known yet, 

but now two secret believers came out for Jesus. We can’t be changed inside and 

not finally confess it openly before God and others. Look with me at Matthew 27: 

57-61. “When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 

Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body 

of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and 

wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 

cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went 

away.  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.” 

Luke 23: 50 tells us Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Council—the 

Sanhedrin—the group responsible for crucifying Jesus. He had obviously, behind 

closed doors spoken against the evil of the Jewish leaders desiring to kill Jesus. 

Joining Joseph of Arimathea was Nicodemus—the one who came to Jesus by 

night—John 3—look at John 19:39. Nicodemus and Joseph couldn’t be secret 
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disciples any longer. Oh the power of the death, burial and resurrection! Jesus had 

told Nicodemus he must be born again, and no doubt Nicodemus told Joseph of 

Arimathea. They lovingly took down Jesus’ body and bound it in linen cloths with 

spices and placed Jesus’ body in Joseph’s new tomb. Why would Joseph give up 

his tomb? Many say that was a huge sacrifice. I believe Joseph knew more than we 

know. He was a secret disciple that now could remain hidden no longer—He had 

heard Jesus speak of crucifixion, burial and resurrection. Perhaps it was a huge 

sacrifice, or perhaps it was rather the least he could do for his Savior—to let Jesus’ 

body be in his tomb for one weekend. I ask you today—Are there some of you who 

have never really come out for Jesus? People come out about sin—that they have 

chosen a different gender lifestyle or to marry their same gender. The power of the 

death, burial and resurrection is that secret believers come out for Jesus. Thirdly,  

 

WHICH CHANGES SHOULDN’T HAVE BEEN HAPPENING? (III.) Look at 

a part of Jesus’ resurrection account that baffles us yet today? It happened back 

then and it still happens today. Notice Matthew 27: 62-Matthew 28: 4. “The next 

day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while 

he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore, order the tomb to be 

made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the 

people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the 

first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as 

you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a 

guard.” Mt. 28: 1-4. Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.  And behold, 

there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 

and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and 

became like dead men.” To complete these happenings that should have never 

happened, see Mt. 28: 11-15. “While they were going, behold, some of the guard 

went into the city and told the chief priests all that had taken place. And when they 

had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of 

money to the soldiers and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole 

him away while we were asleep.’ And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will 

satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did as they 

were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.”  

 

We don’t often study these Jewish leaders of the Sanhedrin. Examine them with 

me., They represent millions today. They were religious but lost. They knew much 

of the Bible, but they’ve missed their Messiah, wanting nothing to do with Him—

so they cried “Crucify Him.” Did you know that those claiming faith in God, when 

they become blinded to Jesus, are unaffected, and even more hardened in sin by the 
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death, burial and resurrection of Jesus? What kind of men were these men, their 

wives and families? They were religious men wanting control—they were 

threatened by Jesus’ Messiahship. These religious elders of the people, chief 

priests, and Pharisees--Mt. 26: 47 were masters of intrigue, innuendo, intimidation, 

and insinuation. They were manipulators and as Jude 11, says, they went the way 

of Balaam, letting their riches –30 pieces of silver given to Judas Iscariot be used 

to betray Jesus and then they paid the guards to tell the lie that Jesus’ disciples 

stole His dead body while they were sleeping, Jude 11 says such folk go the way of 

Korah, which speaks of men who will not be taught or led, but they went against 

their Messiah Jesus, even as Korah and 3,000 followed his rebellion against God’s 

anointed, Moses, and Jude 11, says such folk go the way of Cain, which means 

they refuse God’s rebuke and His desire for a blood sacrifice as Abel offered. Cain 

thought a nice grouping perhaps of grapes and olives would do—so he refused to 

accept God’s rebuke and he killed his brother, as these Jewish leaders had Jesus 

killed and then denied His resurrection. Did you know that when any of us begin to 

buck God’s way, His plan, His servants, and His Messiah, we may go on to do 

what these elders and chief priests did—they even blasphemed the Holy Spirit, 

attributing Jesus miracles to the devil. Even the mighty power of the death, burial 

and resurrection of Jesus will not force anyone to change, to repent and be 

converted. Even on this resurrection day, I warn us all—never go down the way of 

Cain, Balaam, or Korah, as these men did. Fourthly,  

 

WHICH CHANGES YET NEEDED TO HAPPEN IN LIVES AND THEN 

DID? (IV.) Notice Matthew 28: 5-10 & 16-20. “But the angel said to the women, 

“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not 

here, for He has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where He lay. Then go 

quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead, and behold, He is 

going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him. See, I have told you.” So they 

departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell His 

disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up 

and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me…Now 

the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them.  And when they saw Him they worshiped Him, but some doubted.  And Jesus 

came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”This is where God still wants to work in all of our hearts—just as He made 

changes in the disciples and in His women followers. In the face of His 

resurrection from the dead, we need not be afraid as the women were. Our joy 

needs not to be a mixture of joy and fear—but rather unhindered joy. We need to 
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worship at Jesus’ feet and by faith hold on to His feet as we worship. This 

happened for the women. Like Jesus’ disciples, we need not to have a mixture of 

worshipping and doubting as His disciples. We need unhindered worship. We must 

receive the word of Jesus from His authority. Let’s give up our control. Christ’s 

Great Commission should control us—we must go make disciples of all peoples, 

nations, tribes, and languages. We must baptize born again believers in the name of 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We must teach what Jesus commands us in His 

Word, (204) with the promise of His constant presence. Put this all together. It 

spells “holy boldness” because of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, we as 

God’s church need to pray until we are filled with the Holy Spirit and speak the 

word of God with boldness. (Acts 4: 31) God wants to bring this death, burial and 

resurrection change is us. Annie Johnson Flint said, “Some of us stay at the cross, 

some of us wait at the tomb, Quickened and raised with Christ yet lingering still in 

the gloom. Some of us 'bide at the Passover feast with Pentecost all unknown, the 

triumphs of grace in the heavenly place that our Lord has made His own. If the 

Christ who died had stopped at the cross, His work had been incomplete. If the 

Christ who was buried had stayed in the tomb, He had only known defeat, But the 

way of the cross never stops at the cross and the way of the tomb leads on, To 

victorious grace in the heavenly place where the risen Lord has gone.”  

 

This resurrection Sunday, God is looking for “N” Christians. In Mosul, in the 

Nineveh province of Iraq, ISIS militants recently marked with spray-painted ن – a 

Nun (the Arabic letter for “N”) on all Christian property to be seized after an 

ultimatum. “N”, or ن, is the first letter of the Arabic word for Christian, “Nasrani” 

or Nazarene. Are you and I willing to come out as Nicodemus and Joseph of 

Arimathea and openly serve the Lord? Are we willing to study the cross until we 

come to know as the women did that Jesus died for each of us—and that we own 

our part in Jesus going to the cross? Are we willing to be obedient as Abel was and 

not go down the way of Cain? Are we willing to shun doing business for God with 

our eyes on money? Will we avoid the way of Balaam? Are we willing to follow 

the Master, and not become Korah’s seeking a following and rebelling against the 

Lord or against His anointed servants? Are we willing to shun the way of the 

Pharisees, the elders and chief priests of the Jews? Are we willing to never 

attribute the work of the Lord to Satan? Will we at all costs not be hardened to the 

power of the Gospel? Will we confess that Jesus is the Son of God as the Roman 

centurion and some of his soldiers did? Will be surrender our fears to Jesus as the 

women did and our doubts as the disciples finally did? Will we be “N” 

Christians—true to Jesus, the Nazarene (Nasrani) who laid down His life for us. 

Will we be willing to lay down our lives for Him? That’s the death, burial and 

resurrection message today. It is clear—Will we let the Holy Spirit make His 

resurrection changes in us? Let it happen today, I pray! Amen.  


