
 
Astonishing Cameos of Grace on the Road to the Cross (Luke 23:26-49) 

• Jesus suffered a great deal before He came to the cross: Man of sorrows (Is 53) 

• In Gethsemane, Jesus was overwhelmed with great sorrow (Mark 14:34) 

• Combined: trial under Caiaphas, the beating by the soldiers, Jesus was weak 

• At the end of all of this Pilate had him scourged (Mark 15:15: Isa 52:14) 

• Carrying the beam of the cross, soldier before Him with a plaque (John 19:19) 

I.  Astonishing Cameos on the way to the Cross (23:26-29) 

• Cameo #1: Simon the Cyrenian: Jesus too weak to carry the cross beam (v.26) 

•  Cameo #2: Astonished mourners,  women of Jerusalem (v.27) 

• Vs 28 Jesus turned to the women and Simon & said Daughters of Jerusalem, 

do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 

• Jesus is on His way to death & lovingly he turns around to warn them & says 

29 for indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the 

barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed! 

• Jesus is warning them of the coming judgment of God on His people 

• If the righteous One was being judged by God, how much more guilty Israel  

30, 31 They will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” & the hills, “Cover 

us! For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry 

• Jesus warns, even their blessings will be curses & they need to believe in Him  

II. Astonishing Cameos at the Cross (23: 32-34) 

• Luke records: they crucified Jesus between two criminals on Golgotha (32,33)  

• The crucifixion with two criminals fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy (Isa 53:12) 

• Astonishingly, though engulfed in much pain, Jesus forgives the soldiers (32) 

• Amazingly, for one of the soldiers, Jesus’ forgiveness touched his heart (47) 


