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SERMON:  I Was Dead, and Behold, I Am Alive Forevermore
TEXT:         Revelation 1:1-20

Introduction

  A.  People in our culture have several names for this first day of the week:  Sunday, Easter,
Resurrection Day. Christ’s apostle John with his fellow Christians referred to the first day
of the week as “the Lord’s Day,” because it was on the first day of the week that God
raised from the dead His crucified Son Jesus as Lord.

   Revelation 1:10   I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day ....

Luke 24:1   But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb ....  2

and ... found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered, they did not 3

find the body of the Lord Jesus.  ... two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling 4

clothing;  and ... said to them, "Why do you seek the living One among the dead?  "He is 5  6

not here, but He has risen. 

Acts 2:32   "This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. ... 36

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified." 

  B.  And so every first day of the week, every Lord’s Day is to Christians around the world a 
commemoration celebration, and proclamation of God’s raising Jesus from the dead to be 
our living Lord and Savior, a celebration in preparation for His return.

Revelation 1:7   BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye
will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over
Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

  C.  On one such Lord’s Day in the 90s AD, Jesus Christ gave to His apostle John a revelation of 
Himself to give to churches who were being threatened and persecuted from without by 
the Roman and local governments, by the business and religious community.  They were
also threatened from within by false teachers and the sin that so easily entangles us.  
Christ’s churches throughout the world are threatened by similar forces today (E.g., from 
genocide in the Middle East to opposition in this country to GA’s Free Exercise 
Protection Act, NC’s Public Facilities Privacy & Security Act).

  D.  A church being attacked from all sides, fighting for survival, needs more than a vision of 
how to market herself in the world.  She needs revealed to her a vision of Jesus as He 
now exists resurrected and glorified in heaven to give her the hope and confidence to
endure until He returns in victory for her.  And so Jesus, our all wise and loving God and
Good Shepherd gives His churches the vision they most need.



Revelation 1:1  The revelation (apokalupsis) of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to
show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and
communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,  who testified to the word of 2

God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  Blessed is he who 3

reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are
written in it; for the time is near. 

I.  1:9-11 For the churches in this present age to be “in Jesus” is to be in the tribulation,    
kingdom, and perseverance that are in Jesus.

Revelation 1:9   I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and
kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, ...

  A.  John, a messenger of Jesus, shares something in common with ever believer.  

      1.  He is our “brother.”  Not genetically, for he, a Jew, is writing to largely Gentile churches.  
He is our brother “in Jesus,” in relational union with Jesus through faith in Him.  He 
shares this relationship with Christ with us, whereby we are washed in His blood, 
forgiven of our sins.

   Revelation 1:5 ... To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-- 

      2.  He states that as a brother in Jesus he shares three circumstances with all believers.

  B.  To be in Jesus is to be in tribulation (thlipsis)

      1.  John had suffered in exile on the 4x8 mile Roman penal colony on the island of Patmos 
about 50 miles from Ephesus “because of the word of God and testimony of Jesus.”   
(Show map) The Roman author Pliny called the emperor Domitian (81-96 AD) “the beast 
from hell who sat in its den, licking blood.”

Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker (sugkoinonos) in the
tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called
Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony (marturia) of Jesus.   I was in 10

the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a
trumpet,  saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to 11

Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 

      2.  But he was “a fellow partaker.”  Others are destined by God to suffer for the Word of God 
and their witness about Jesus.

Revelation 2:10   'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation
(thlipsis) for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 



Revelation 2:13 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness (martus), My
faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

Revelation 6:9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of
those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony
(marturia) which they had maintained;

Revelation 12:9   And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and
his angels were thrown down with him. ...  So the dragon was enraged with the woman, 17

and went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments
of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Revelation 20:4   .... And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of
their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, .... 

   2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

  C.  To be in Jesus is to be in the kingdom

      1.  In measure in the present age.

Revelation 1:6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father ....

Revelation 5:9 ... You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from
every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 10 "You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

      2.  In fullness in the age to come when Jesus returns.

Matthew 25:31  "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with
Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  "All the nations will be gathered before 32

Him; and He will separate them from one another ....  "Then the King will say to those34

on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.

Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."

      3.  Transition: Because to be in Jesus is to be in His kingdom which the kingdom of this 
world opposes, therefore to be in the kingdom is to be in tribulation, and also to be in the
perseverance that remaining in Jesus requires.



  D.  To be in Jesus is to be in perseverance.

      1.  Christ through John defines for us the nature of that perseverance that is displayed by 
everyone in Jesus - keeping the commandments of God by keeping their faith in Jesus.

Revelation 14:12   Here is the perseverance (hupomone) of the saints who keep the
commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 

         2.  The only way to inherit the promised kingdom in its fullness is to persevere in that faith by
which we first entered the kingdom in Jesus.

Hebrews 10:36 For you have need of endurance (hupomone) , so that when you have
done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 37 FOR YET IN A VERY
LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. 38
BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK,
MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 39 But we are not of those who shrink back
to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.

Hebrews 12:28   Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and
awe; 

  E.  Transition:   If being “in Jesus” results in being in tribulation, in being continually opposed 
by the kingdom of this world, requiring perseverance, what does the church need to 
encourage her to persevere in faith in Jesus?  What John turns and sees, what Jesus gives 
His churches is a vision of Himself - not what He looks like, but what He is like.

II.  Reasons to be confident and not be afraid to be in Jesus.

  A.  1:12-13  Christ is present among His churches to help us maintain our witness to the world.  
1:12,13  As the temple priest, dressed in a long robe and sash, maintained the temple 
lamp stand so that the lamps upon it would not go out, but burn continuously, so Christ
our High priest maintains the lamp of the Spirit in the churches.  The churches are like
lamp stands on which the lamp of the Spirit burns as a witness to the world.  As the priest
supplied oil to the lamps, Christ supplies the Holy Spirit to His churches.

Revelation 1:12  Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having
turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one 13

like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with
a golden sash....  ... the seven lampstands are the seven churches.   20

Revelation 4:5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and
peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God;



Matthew 5:15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 "Let your light shine
before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.

Acts 1:8  but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

  B.  1:14-15 Christ can be trusted to be our all wise, all seeing, all powerful Lord among us.

Revelation 1:14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His
eyes were like a flame of fire.  His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been 15

made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 

Isaiah 11:2   the Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength .... 

      1.  Head and hair white like wool, snow - in ancient culture gray/white hair indicated 
accumulated wisdom of age.  Jesus died a you man, but He is in fact the first and the last.  
He possesses the wisdom of the ages. We can trust the way He is governing our and the 
world’s history.

Proverbs 16:31 A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the way of
righteousness.

      2.  Eyes like a flame of fire (19:12) - He sees into the darkness, nothing is hidden from His 
sight.  He reminds the church at Thyatira of this attribute in warning her against tolerating 
sin in the church.

Revelation 2:18   "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: ...  'And 23

I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who
searches the minds and hearts; ....

      3.  Feet burnished bronze - perhaps symbol of strength/stability and perhaps purity.

Daniel 2:34 "You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it
struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Acts 14:8 At Lystra a man was sitting who had no strength in his feet, lame from his
mother's womb ....

        4.  voice like the sound of many waters reflects the glory of His power



Ezekiel 43:2   and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the
east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His
glory. 

  C.  1:16  The destiny of the churches and all people are in Christ’s power.

Revelation 1:16  In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a
sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. ...  "As 20

for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden
lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches. 

      1.  7 stars = angels who minister to the churches.  Hand = symbol of strength and protection.

John 10:28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will
snatch them out of My hand.

      2.  sword from His mouth = He judges by the word of His power.  Face like the sun = 
warriors strength.

Revelation 2:16   'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make
war against them with the sword of My mouth. 

Revelation 19:15  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may
strike down the nations, .... 

John 12:48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges
him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

  D.  1:17-18   Christ’s resurrection of the dead is a foretaste and emblem of our own resurrection 
when Christ returns for us.

Revelation 1:17  When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His
right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  and the living 18

One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of
death and of Hades. 

      1.  1:17b, 18a  Christ is the sovereign Lord over all history.  A figure of speech called a 
merism highlights all that is in between 2 extremities. Here Christ’s sovereignty over all 
time is intended to instill confidence and guard against despair, compromise, or trust in 
another.  He is both the first and last because, even though He died, He overcame death 
and is alive forevermore!

      2.  1:18b  Christ holds the keys of death and hades (the grave).  He has the power to resurrect 



us.

Psalm 9:13 Be gracious to me, O LORD; See my affliction from those who hate me, You
who lift me up from the gates of death,

Isaiah 38:10 I said, "In the middle of my life I am to enter the gates of Sheol (LXX:
Hades); I am to be deprived of the rest of my years."

Isaiah 38:18 "For Sheol (LXX: Hades) cannot thank You, Death cannot praise You;
Those who go down to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness.

Matthew 16:18 "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

Conclusion

Not only this one day of the year, not only every Lord’s Day, but throughout life, we who
are “in Jesus” have great reason to be confident in celebrating and proclaiming what
Christ proclaims to us in 1:17,18.

Revelation 1:17  "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  and the living One; 18

and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death
and of Hades.” 

The gates of death and hades could not hold Jesus.  Neither will they hold us who love
Jesus, for He who loves us - holds the keys!
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