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Luke chapter 22 beginning with verse seven and reading through verse 23.  Let’s hear the 
Word of God. 
 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had 
to be sacrificed.  Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 
Passover for us, that we may eat it.”   
 
They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?”   
 
He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying 
a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters and 
tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’  And he will show 
you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.”  
 
And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the 
Passover.  And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles 
with him.  And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you I will not eat it until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves.  For I 
tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”  And he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  And likewise the cup after 
they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.   
 
But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table.  For 
the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by 
whom he is betrayed!”   
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And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who 
was going to do this.1 

 
May God add his blessing to the reading and our understanding of his Word.   
 
It is customary for a man who is condemned to death to be given a last meal.  And the 
tradition is that it is to be his choice of a last meal.  Well, recently in the state of Texas 
they reviewed their policy that reflected that custom. Lawrence Brewer before his 
September 21st, 2011 execution for murdering a man made the following request for his 
last meal. Two chicken fried steaks, a triple meat cheeseburger, fried okra, a pound of 
barbecue, three fajitas, a meat lover’s pizza, a pint of ice cream and a slab of peanut 
butter fudge. 
 
Just think of the time that it would take to eat that. It sounds like he was trying to 
commute his sentence to life imprisonment.   
 
But can you imagine that as a last meal?  Or perhaps you can. If you were to eat all that, 
it might well be your last meal.   
 
But prison officials noted that Brewer, after requesting this for his last meal, didn’t eat 
any of it.  And, as a result, the state ends up changing his policy. It is now, quote, “Those 
sentenced to death will receive the same meal served to other offenders.” 
 
Well, we just read from Luke’s gospel where we are reminded that Jesus chose what he 
would eat for his last meal.  Luke describes events that occurred on the last night of 
Jesus’ life on earth. And we frequently refer to this meal as the last supper.  Well, this is 
the last meal that Jesus will eat before he is betrayed, condemned to death and crucified. 
He would before nightfall the following day. This was the last night of our Savior’s life 
on earth.  And he had one last meal that he would share with his disciples. 
 
Our text tells us that Jesus arranged to have that last meal be the meal that was eaten 
during the Passover celebration.  Again, verses seven and eight.  
 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had 
to be sacrificed.  So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 
Passover for us, that we may eat it.”2 

 
Then jump ahead to verses 14 and 15.   
 

And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 
And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer.3 

 

                                                
1 Luke 22:7-23. 
2 Luke 22:7-8. 
3 Luke 22:14-15. 
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Now later the New Testament writers when they will speak of the cross, well, they speak 
of Jesus’ death, will think of Jesus’ death in connection with the Passover.   
 
Turn with me, please, to 1 Corinthians chapter five. You probably thought I was going to 
say chapter 11, because we read in chapter 11 about the institution of the Lord’s supper. 
But turn to 1 Corinthians chapter five verses seven and eight. And note the language here, 
how reminiscent it is of the Passover. Paul writes: 
 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of 
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.4 

 
Paul is using language there that certainly people would associate with the Passover feast, 
the unleavened bread. But he makes the statement there that Christ our Passover Lamb 
has been sacrificed. He thinks of Jesus in connection with the Passover. 
 
And then later, of course, in 1 Corinthians chapter 11 when Paul gives instructions on the 
Lord’s supper he says: 
 
“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took bread...”5 
 
And you know the language from there, on the night when he was betrayed. That was the 
night of the Passover meal.  And so we need to understand that not only in the upper 
room that is mentioned in Luke 22, but in countless rooms throughout Jerusalem that 
night people were celebrating the Passover. Up until 70 AD Passover was celebrated in 
Jerusalem. As one scholar puts it, “In any house within the city bounds.” And with the 
number of people in Jerusalem swelling to three million feast for this feast, rooms were 
rare and people had to make arrangements to have a room, which is what verses seven 
and 13 are describing. Jesus has made preparation for the Passover.   
 
Now Passover was the first feast of the Jewish calendar. It was immediately followed by 
the feast of Unleavened Bread, a week long celebration making the entire feast period 
eight days long. And these two feasts were so closely associated that this eight day period 
is sometimes called the Passover feast. Other times it is called the feast of Unleavened 
Bread. The New Testament uses these terms interchangeably.   
 
The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that in the first century 255,600 animals were slain 
in Jerusalem for the Passover.  And since all these sacrificial animals were to be killed 
during a two hour period just before twilight, it is estimated it would have required 600 
priests killing an average of four lambs per minute to accomplish this. Now just think of 
that. That is a lot of blood, literally a river of blood. The blood from the Passover animals 

                                                
4 1 Corinthians 5:7-8.  
5 1 Corinthians 11:23.  
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flowed off the steep eastern slope of the temple mount and into the Kidron Valley where 
it turned the brook bright crimson for several days.   
 
But I am reminded what the book of Hebrews tells us that all that blood could still not 
make final efficacious atonement for sins. It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats 
to take away sins, Hebrews 10:4. And, of course, Hebrews celebrates Christ making that 
once for all sacrifice for sin.   
 
Now these Passover Lambs only symbolized a more perfect sacrifice, that being Jesus, 
the Lamb of God who takes way the sin of the world as John the Baptist had said years 
earlier. But even there John is using the imagery of Passover.   
 
Now to understand this term Passover, which is clearly associated with our Lord’s death, 
we need to go back more than just 2000 years to the time of Christ. We need to set the 
way back machine, if you will, another millennia and a half to when God gave his people 
instructions relating to the Passover. 
 
Turn with me, please, to Exodus chapter 12 where we find these instructions. And just to 
set the context, the children of Israel have been suffering under the bitter yoke of slavery 
in Egypt. Nine plagues had been sent by God upon Pharaoh, but still Pharaoh who we 
might well call a slow learner, still Pharaoh has not done what God commands.  Let my 
people go. 
 
So we read this in Exodus chapter 11 verse one.  
 
“The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon 
Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you 
away completely.”6 
 
Which we know, of course, will be the plague of death on every first born male. This will 
result in Pharaoh saying, Exodus 12:31, “Go, fine.” 
 
Before the people go, before the actual deliverance is accomplished God in chapter 12 
gives instructions about the Passover which they are to observe that night before their 
deliverance in anticipation of the deliverance. But they are also told that in the future they 
are to celebrate the Passover, to celebrate that deliverance where God passes over them 
and then leads to the Exodus. 
 
So we read in chapter 12, for example, these words, verse 13. And we will come back to 
this verse, a very significant verse, but God says: 
 

The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to 
destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.  This day shall be for you a 
memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout 

                                                
6 Exodus 11:1.  
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your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. Seven 
days you shall eat unleavened bread.7 

 
All right? The language of the Passover.  And then we read in verse 17: 
 
“And you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought 
your hosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your 
generations, as a statute forever.”8 
 
In later years the exodus which follows the first Passover was regarded by the people of 
God as God’s definitive act on behalf of his people. On the night of the first Passover, 
God had freed them, taken them as his special people. And this is seen as so significant 
that their calendars are supposed to change because of it.   
 
Exodus 12:2 gives us this little detail where God says: 
 
“This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the 
year for you.”9 
 
Well, previously the first month on the Hebrew calendar was the month where crops were 
sown.  It makes sense for an agricultural, primarily agricultural people. What they are 
most ... what is most important to them has to do with crops. But the calendars change, 
God says. The month of the Passover is now to become the first month.  
 
Now we can hardly conceive of this. Indiana, we can hardly change our clocks an hour 
twice a year. Imagine changing your calendar. But they were to do so because this was so 
significant.  The Passover pointed to something great which God had done for his people.  
And the Passover came to be associated in the minds of the Jewish people with the 
Promised Messiah  
 
As one rabbi put it, quote, “On that night, the Passover, we were redeemed and on that 
night we will be redeemed.” 
 
It was believed that the Messiah would deliver the people again during the Passover feast.  
 
Now jump ahead to Jesus’ day. I mentioned that it was estimated that almost three 
million people would come into Jerusalem to celebrate the feast. If you were a Jew living 
in first century Palestine it didn’t matter whether or not Jerusalem was your normal place 
of residence.  You were to go to Jerusalem to observe Passover. And so the temporary, 
the normal population would swell to three million people as crowds would swell in. 
 
Now we have some recent experience in Indianapolis, don’t we, with crowds coming into 
a city, right? Just last month. Normally if you go to downtown Indianapolis the crowds 

                                                
7 Exodus 12:13-15. 
8 Exodus 12:17.  
9 Exodus 12:2.  
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are not overwhelming.  But if you happened to go downtown a couple of days before the 
Superbowl you know that parking was scarce and expensive and the crowds were simply 
huge.  I mentioned missionary Tom {?} staying at our house around that time and I took 
Tom downtown one day, a couple of days before the Superbowl and we could hardly 
move. And I knew if by any chance I got separated from Tom, I was going to have to call 
Mission the Word and report a lost missionary, because I knew I would never find him in 
that crowd.  
 
Again, if you were a Jew living in Palestine, you were supposed to clear your schedule, 
drop everything and get to Jerusalem to observe Passover. 
 
Now it is somewhat hard for the modern evangelical Christian to think of people going to 
such lengths to observe a day or a festival, but traditionally Jews have done so.  
 
I am reminded here of a story a few years back form baseball. I think it was the 1965 
World Series. The Dodgers were playing the Twins and the star pitcher of the Dodgers, 
Sandy Koufax, he was supposed to start game one. Find out that game one is the same 
day as a Jewish holiday so he asked to be, excuse me, passed over in the rotation and 
pitch the second game and so they did that. They switched and the number two starter, 
Don Drysdale started game one. Well, he got shelled.  And when the Dodger manager 
came to take the ball from him and send him to an early shower Drysdale got off one of 
the best baseball lines ever. He said, “I bet you wish I was Jewish. If I was Jewish I 
wouldn’t have been out here being the one pitching.” 
 
But with all these Jews coming into Jerusalem much was done by way of preparation for 
the Passover.  Roads were fixed up. Bridges were fixed up. Here is like downtown 
Indianapolis so that all these people could come in. And then preparations had to be made 
for all of the Passover feasts that would be held by the families and groups throughout 
Jerusalem. And so we read in Luke chapter 22 of Jesus giving instruction to Peter and 
John in verse eight.  
 
“Go and prepare the Passover.”10 
 
And later verses give us the idea that Jesus has made arrangements with a man who has  
it, as verse puts it, an upper room. See with so many people coming to Jerusalem it was 
common for an inhabitants of that city to let out rooms where people could eat the 
Passover meal.  And Jesus said, “I have arranged for this. 
 
Then we come to verse 14 where we read: 
 
“And when the hour came, he reclined at table...”11 
 
And this is to observe the Passover. Verse 15. 
 
                                                
10 Luke 22:8.  
11 Luke 22:14.  
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“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you.”12 
 
And that is what the following verses is about, the Passover being celebrated, the 
Passover meal.   
 
Now there was a well ordered sequence of the Passover meal as Tevye puts it in Fiddler 
on the Roof. Tradition is so important for the Jewish people. And according to century’s 
old tradition, there was a very clearly defined order to the Passover meal. There was an 
open prayer by the head of the family and then a cup would be distributed, one of four 
cups of wine that were drunk during the meal. 
 
I mentioned this. Have you ever found yourself somewhat confused when you are reading 
through the gospels such as our text about which comes first the bread or the cup?  We 
have the Lord’s supper the bread is involved, the cup is involved, but which comes first?  
Well, verse 17.   
 
“And he took a cup...”13 
 
Verse 19. 
 
“And he took bread...”14 
 
Verse 20. 
 
“And likewise, the cup...”15 
 
So which is first the cup or the bread?   
 
Well, understand this, we need to understand there were four cups of wine that were 
served during the Passover feast.   
 
I  might digress for a moment. You know, Christians, we can argue about anything.  And 
you even hear Christians debate what we should use during communion. Should we use 
grape juice or should we use wine.  Some are adamant we should use wine because that is 
what Jesus used when he instituted the Lord’s supper during the passover. WWJD, what 
would Jesus drink? Jesus didn’t drink grape juice. He drank wine. Well, if what Jesus did 
during the Passover is to be our guiding principle then I will borrow a line from a Frank 
Sinatra song. Set them up, Joe.  There were four cups of wine that we have to drink 
because that is what Jesus did. That is how he would have celebrated the Passover. 
 
Now why the four cups? Well, again, this goes back to tradition and the tradition of the 
four cups goes back to Exodus chapter six verses six and seven.  Long before the 

                                                
12 Luke 22:15.  
13 Luke 22:17.  
14 Luke 22:19. 
15 Luke 22:20.  
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Passover God had promised deliverance to his enslaved people. God says to Moses in 
Exodus 6:6-7: 
 
“I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I 
will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 
and with great acts of judgment. I will take you to be my people.”16 
 
Four verbs that God uses there. I will bring you out. I will deliver you. I will redeem you 
and I will take you. And so the tradition arose that four cups corresponding to these four 
verbs, these four things that God would do were drunk. 
 
Well, after the second cup, the unleavened bread was broken and then the passover meal, 
which would include bitter herbs to recall the bitterness of slavery was eaten. And after 
that, then they would have the third cup. And now we understand Luke’s account.  
 
Verse 17 he took a cup. That would be the second cup. Verse 19 he took bread. That 
would be the unleavened bread. Verse 20, after they had eaten or some translations have 
after supper. That would be the Passover meal. He then took the cup. That would be the 
third cup.  Again, a very carefully defined tradition was followed when the Jew observed 
the Passover feast.   
 
So here is what is interesting. At this point Jesus dramatically breaks with tradition. 
When he gets to the point when the unleavened bread was to be eaten he doesn’t follow 
the traditional liturgy and offer the normal prayer. Instead he says what? We know he 
says: 
 
“This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”17 
 
Now this calls to mind Exodus 12 about instructions of the Passover. Do it in 
commemoration. Do this in remembrance of me. Jesus is saying, “Do this in 
remembrance of the Passover”?  No, of me.   
 
I don't think there is any way we can imagine how shocking these words were to the 
disciples. You kwon, there have been many depictions by artists over the years of the last 
supper. Leonardo Davinci’s, for example.  But probably the most accurate depiction of 
the last supper would have all the disciples with their mouths open and their jaws on the 
table in absolute shock when Jesus breaks from 1500 year tradition and speaks of his 
body.  And we expected them to say, “That is not your line, Jesus.  For centuries people 
have been speaking about something else, but now you talk about your body in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
We understand what Jesus is doing here.  He is signaling that he wants the people now to 
have a new focus, not on the Passover, not on the Exodus which for 1500 year have been 
seen as the ultimate demonstration of God’s redeeming power, but the focus is now to be 
                                                
16 Exodus 6:6-7.  
17 Luke 22:19.  
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on what he is going to do on the cross. The cross is to be seen as the ultimate 
demonstration of God’s redemption.   
 
We read in verse 20 that after he had eaten or after the supper, meaning after the Passover 
meal Jesus took the cup. This would be the third cup referring, corresponding to the third 
verb in Exodus chapter six where God says, “I will redeem you.” 
 
In fact, in Jewish tradition the third cup was called the cup of redemption.  And there was 
a belief or, excuse me, there was a belief that this cup was especially associated with the 
coming Messiah and the normal prayer pronounced after the third cup was, “Make us 
worthy of the days of Messiah.”  
 
And what does Jesus say?  This cup, the cup of redemption, is the new covenant in my 
blood, telling us that redemption comes through his blood. 
 
Now there is a lot of blood going on in connection with the Passover, as I mentioned 
earlier. Hundreds of thousands of lambs had their blood shed.  Jesus, as he prepares to 
shed his blood to be what the book of Hebrews speaks of, that once for all sacrifice 
speaks of his blood. And that is how Paul thinks of him later.  
 
1 Corinthians 5:7.   
 
“For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”18 
 
Anticipating that sacrifice, Jesus tells his disciples that they now have something even 
bigger and better than the Exodus and the Passover to celebrate and that is redemption 
through his blood.  
 
You know, we often refer to this in Luke 22 as the last supper.  It was the last Passover. 
Passover had been observed in Israel since the time that they were still in Egypt. It was 
instituted before any other Jewish feast. But this night in the upper room marks the last 
Passover.  You don't’ read later on in 1 Corinthians 11 Paul talking about this is how you 
are to observe the Passover.  Jesus takes some of the elements of the Passover meal, 
transforms them into the elements of this new ordinance, ordinance of the new covenant, 
communion or what we call the Lord’s supper. 
 
Of the bread Jesus says, “This is my body. Take and eat.”   
 
Probably aware of the fact that one of the early charges critics brought against 
Christianity was cannibalism, because Jesus said, “This is my body, take and eat.” But 
actually Jesus’ words go back to the Old Testament where eating was a symbolic way of 
identifying with someone. To eat was to take in.  And the Passover tradition held that 
each person participating had to eat a piece of meat from the Lamb at least the size of an 
olive, meaning they all needed to identify with that Passover Lamb. 
 
                                                
18 1 Corinthians 5:7.  
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Well, what was the purpose of the lamb? The lamb was to be sacrificed as a substitute, 
shedding of blood for remission of sins.  
 
And Jesus will speak of the cup as my blood which is poured out for you. Again, this 
goes back. I touched on this last week, that the Old Testament sacrificial system where 
atonement was made through the shedding of blood.  Remember that great verse we saw 
in Leviticus 17:11. 
 
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I [God speaking] have given it for you on the 
altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the 
life.”19 
 
Keep in mind that God’s instructions for the Passover he told them that the blood of the 
Passover Lamb was necessary for their deliverance. Remember what God says?  God 
says Exodus 12:12 that he will pass through Egypt and strike down every first born.  God 
doesn’t say I will strike down every first born Egyptian. He says, “I will strike down 
every first born.” What are the Israelites to do to escape that 10th plague?  Are they to put 
some sort of identification on the door posts?  
 
You know, we do a lot nowadays. You have to have some form of identification. They 
put their driver’s licenses. They put their passports on the door post?  No. They are to put 
blood on the door posts.  What does God say? Exodus 12:13.  
 
“The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike 
the land of Egypt.”20 
 
When I see the blood I will pass over, or the verb meant literally jump or hop over you.  
When I see the blood.   
 
What does God say about the blood?  The life of the creature is in the blood. Blood 
symbolizes death. It is the blood that makes atonement. The blood was placed on the door 
posts in recognition that everyone, Israelites included, were sinners deserving of that last 
plague. 
 
Again, what was that last plague that God sent to make Pharaoh let me my people go? It 
was death.   
 
And think about it. God had sent earlier plagues upon Egypt. You read in Exodus eight, 
for example, about how the Lord said to Moses: 
 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may 
become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’ And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand 
with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast.”21 
                                                
19 Leviticus 17:11.  
20 Exodus 12:13.  



Page 11 of 13 
 

 
You get the idea that every particle of dust became a gnat and there were gnats 
everywhere, on man and beast. We read about hail. We read about frogs. We could go on 
and on and on the different things. 
 
But keep in mind. These were plagues that the Egyptians could still deal with. 
 
We have an expression we sometimes use, do we not, about problems that we deal with. 
Well, I can live with it.   Well, the Egyptians could live with frogs. They could live with 
gnats. It is not ideal, but these were situations they could deal with. The 10th plague was 
different. The plague of death was not something you can live with.  You don’t live with 
death. That is a real problem, a final problem. And what God is saying in Exodus 12 is 
without the blood of the Passover Lamb death would come even to the Israelites.  Why?  
They were sinners.  The sole that sins shall surely die. But God in his grace allows for a 
substitute. In the case of the Passover it would be the Passover lamb, a substitute to be an 
acceptable sacrifice for the lives of the Israelites. And God passes over them. God says, 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 
 
Hebrews nine tells us: 
 
“...without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”22 
 
God sees the blood, the blood of the Passover Lamb, Christ, the Passover Lamb who has 
been sacrificed.   
 
When the animal was sacrificed during Passover, this prayer was offered by the Jewish 
people. Quote, “Therefore, we are bound to give thanks, praise and glorify him who 
wrought all these wonders for our fathers and for us. He brought us out from bondage to 
freedom, from sorrow to gladness, from darkness to light, from bondage to redemption. 
So let us say before him, hallelujah.” 
 
What can we say, but we must say before Christ our Passover Lamb, hallelujah.  And we 
give thanks for all he has done. He has brought us from sorrow to gladness. He has 
brought us from darkness to light. 
 
During the Passover, Jesus’ last meal, his focus is upon his death because his death is the 
way that our forgiveness is gained.   
 
In 1965 a controversial book came out, The Passover Plot by Hugh Shawnfield, kind of 
an early Davinci Code, if you will. Those of you who were in college at the time may 
recall having to read that, The Passover Plot. Shawnfields theory was the following. 
Jesus was not the Son of God sent to save his people from their sins, but he was an 
ordinary man with messianic delusions and messianic aspirations. And Jesus’ plot was to 
somehow arrange so that he would appear to rise from the dead after his crucifixion and 
                                                
21 Exodus 8:16-17. 
22 Hebrews 9:22.  
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then believe to be divine, believe to be the Messiah. His plot involved using the Passover 
for the occasion of this, because of the audience that would be on hand, maximum 
exposure, if you will. But this was this man’s theory.  Jesus plotted to be arrested during 
Passover, placed on the cross, then be taken down before he actually died so that when he 
revived later he would appear to be risen from the dead.  
 
Ridiculous, of course,  
 
However, I make this point.  When we read the gospels we can see that it is fair to say 
that there was a plot during Passover to have Jesus arrested and crucified and to have this 
happen during the Passover festival. Look at how chapter 22 of Luke opens.  
 
“Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover.  And the 
chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death.”23 
 
So there is a plot to have Jesus put to death during Passover.  Pastor Phil Ryken speaks of 
this as a conspiracy which involved the Jewish leaders, would later involve Judas as a 
coconspirator, would even involve Satan as a coconspirator. This was a conspiracy, 
Ryken notes.   
 
But then Ryken goes on to refer to what happens in the passage we read, the part of Luke 
22 that we read as a counter conspiracy, what we can view as the real Passover plot, if 
you will, the eternal plan of a sovereign God to have the Son of God sacrificed during 
Passover to redeem his people from their sins.  Jesus repeatedly in the days leading up to 
Calvary stresses the fact that he is in complete control. No one takes his life form him. He 
lays it down of his own accord and he lays it down at the time of his choosing which was 
the Passover.  That is what we are reading about here. Jesus says, “Go and prepare the 
Passover,” and he knows what is going to happen. 
 
Ryken makes is point. He says, “It was all part of God’s counter conspiracy and Jesus 
worked it to perfection, not just the little details of preparing the feast, but the whole plan 
of redemption. Jesus knew exactly what he was doing. He knew what Judas wanted him 
to do and what the devil was trying to do, but he also knew what he was going to do. His 
preparations for our salvation were underway. Already Jesus was moving towards the 
cross. He was as determined as Satan that he would die.  On this point both the 
conspiracy and the counter conspiracy agreed. They both led straight to the cross.” 
 
It is interesting. You read Luke 22 and how they are seeking to put him to death during 
Passover.  And that is Jesus’ plan as well, leading to the cross. This is precisely where 
Jesus wanted to go for it is his plan to go to the cross and pour out his blood so that death 
would pass over those who had turned in faith to the blood of the substitute. For Christ 
our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.  
 
Let us pray. 
 
                                                
23 Luke 22:1-2.  
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Almighty God, we thank you for that timeless promise that you gave. The blood shall be a 
sign for us and when you see the blood you will pass over us and no plague will befall us 
to destroy us. Thank you, Lord God, that you have devised a means for our redemption, 
the blood of the new covenant poured out on the Lord Jesus Christ, that cup of 
redemption to secure our forgiveness and the promise of life everlasting.  Thank you that 
Christ came as that Passover Lamb and that he has made that once for all sacrifice for 
sin.  Accept our praise in his name. Amen. 
 
Please take... 


