
“Encouraging One Another” 

1 Samuel 14:6-23 

(Preached at Trinity, March 26, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Saul began his reign as King of Israel at the beginning of Chapter 13 

1 Samuel 13:1 NAU - "Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty two years over Israel."  

2. But the threat of the Philistine army dominates Chapters 13-14.  

 a. The Philistine army was a mighty force. 

1 Samuel 13:5 NAU - "Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 
30,000 chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand which is on 
the seashore in abundance; and they came up and camped in Michmash, 
east of Beth-aven."  

b. Israel had no such army and found themselves in a desperate situation. Most had 

abandoned the cities and fled into caves and other hiding places across the 

countryside.  

1 Samuel 13:6 NAU - "When the men of Israel saw that they were in a 
strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then the people hid themselves 
in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in pits."  

c. In addition, the Philistines had removed every Hebrew blacksmith throughout the 

land. Not only did this prohibit Israel from making swords, they couldn’t even 

provide for themselves the necessary tools for farming. (Verses 19-21) 

3. In such situations, when all seems hopeless and all are beaten down and filled with fear 

and uncertainty, it is a wonderful blessing to have those who rise up against the odds with 

an unshakable trust in God.  

 Stonewall Jackson in 1861 – “Captain, my religious belief teaches me to feel as safe in 

battle as in bed. God has fixed the time for my death. I do not concern myself about that, 

but to be always ready, no matter when it may overtake me. Captain, that is the way all 

men should live, and then all would be equally brave.” 

4. Such leaders instill courage and confidence. They raise up hope out of hopelessness. 

They are the ones who declare boldly, “We will succeed if God permits. Look to Him!” 

 a. This was the heart of Jonathan: 

1 Samuel 14:6 NAU - "Come and let us cross over to the garrison of 
these uncircumcised; perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the LORD is 
not restrained to save by many or by few."  

 b. Immediately, his armor bearer was encouraged. 

1 Samuel 14:7 NAU - "Do all that is in your heart; turn yourself, and here I 
am with you according to your desire."  
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5. Jonathan moved forward with courage and confidence and defeated an entire garrison of 

the Philistine army. The Philistines were thrown into confusion and there was a great 

trembling.  

His example encouraged all of Israel.  

a. Saul and his men were emboldened 

1 Samuel 14:20 NAU - "Then Saul and all the people who were with him 
rallied and came to the battle"  

b. Those who had hid themselves in fear rose up and pursued after the Philistines. 

1 Samuel 14:22 NAU - "When all the men of Israel who had hidden 
themselves in the hill country of Ephraim heard that the Philistines had 
fled, even they also pursued them closely in the battle."  

6. It has always been true that people of great faith stand as a great encouragement to the 

church of Christ. In Hebrews 11 after giving testimony of many saints in Biblical history 

who stood with confidence, even when reason would seem to speak to the contrary we 

are told to look to their example. 

Hebrews 12:1 NAU - "Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so 
easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us"  

7. We are prone to consider the Jonathans, the Davids, the Abrahams and the Moses’ as 

people who are unusual or contrary to “normal” Christianity. The truth is, all of us have a 

duty to encourage one another and spur one another towards greater labor, confidence, 

and faithfulness. 

Hebrews 10:23-25 NAU - "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  24 and let us consider how to stimulate 
one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more 
as you see the day drawing near."  

8. Tonight I want you to consider how your life is an encouragement to other Christians, 

how your presence in our church serves to strengthen the body. There are two ways you 

can follow the example of Jonathan as an encouragement to others. 

 

I. First of all, by your words 

 A. Notice the example of Jonathan 

  1. He looked upon the situation of the Philistines 

a. Their actions towards the people of Israel were suffocating. They 

made the poor farmers pay dearly just to get their simple farming 

implements sharpened.   

   b. Saul’s army had shrunk from 3000 to less than 600.  

c. As Chapter 14 opens we find Saul and his tiny army preoccupied 

outside Gibeah. They didn’t even notice Jonathan had left them. 

  2. You can imagine Jonathan’s thoughts—“Enough is enough!” 

He knew his father would have never consented to an assault upon the 

Philistines. Saul could only act upon human reason. There was no element 

of faith.  

3. Jonathan began speaking words of faith to his armor bearer 

1 Samuel 14:1 NAU - "Come and let us cross over to the 
Philistines' garrison that is on the other side."  



3 

 

a. Jonathan tells him, “Let us prepare to be used of God.” There was 

no hint of presumption. Only a willingness to be God’s instrument 

of victory. 

1 Samuel 14:6 NAU - "Come and let us cross over to the 
garrison of these uncircumcised; perhaps the LORD will 
work for us"  

   b. Then we find Jonathan’s wonderful words of confidence. 

1 Samuel 14:6 NAU - "for the LORD is not restrained to 
save by many or by few."  

4. We can see the immediate effect Jonathan’s words had on his armor 

bearer. 

1 Samuel 14:7 NAU - "His armor bearer said to him, "Do all that is 
in your heart; turn yourself, and here I am with you according to 
your desire."  

 B. Our words can have a tremendous affect upon the faith of our brethren 

1. We must march forth boldly, not presumptuously but confidently. And we 

must announce our confidence to our brethren around us. Let us move 

forward! We can do it! Press on!  

2. We must recognize the power of our words. We must speak words that 

build up and edify the church 

Ephesians 4:29 NAU - "Let no unwholesome word proceed from 
your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification 
according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to 
those who hear."  

  3. We must weigh the power of our words 

   We must always remember that there is great virtue in silence.  

   a. Jonathan waited until the right time before he spoke 

b. There is a time when it is good to speak, but there is also a time 

when silence is the greatest virtue. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 – “To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven:” 
Ecclesiastes 3:7 – “a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;” 

    Ecclesiastes 5:3 – “a fool's voice is known by multitude of words.” 
   c. Our words must always be chosen carefully 

James 1:19 NAU - "But everyone must be quick to hear, 
slow to speak and slow to anger;"  

d. We should seek to speak less and listen more. This takes much 

grace. We don’t always have to speak everything that is in our 

mind. 

Lloyd-Jones rightly said: “Ungodly people talk too much; they talk 

without thinking, they are always talking. If you sit in a public 

room, you will find that there is this constant chattering; it is 

always characteristic of the ungodly. Probably we have not all 

realized that Christian people do not talk as much as non-Christian 

people.” 

4. Your words of faith and confidence will be a powerful source of 

encouragement. We need to learn to speak words that build up.  
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5. What do they hear when you pray? This is one of the great benefits of 

corporate prayer. What an encouragement to hear the prayer of faith of a 

mature believer or the childlike trust of a new believer. 

 

II. By our example 

 A. Jonathan sprang forth in confidence 

1 Samuel 14:6 NAU - "the LORD is not restrained to save by many or by 
few."  
1 Samuel 14:12 NAU - "And Jonathan said to his armor bearer, "Come up 
after me, for the LORD has given them into the hands of Israel."  
1. His armor bearer followed his leadership. Jonathan’s faith encouraged his 

armor bearer. As Jonathan fought valiantly the armor bearer’s confidence 

was increased. 

1 Samuel 14:13 NAU - "Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands 
and feet, with his armor bearer behind him; and they fell before 
Jonathan, and his armor bearer put some to death after him."  

  2. Their actions led to a revival of confidence by the people 

1 Samuel 14:20-22 NAU - "Then Saul and all the people who were 
with him rallied and came to the battle; and behold, every man's 
sword was against his fellow, and there was very great confusion.  
21 Now the Hebrews who were with the Philistines previously, who 
went up with them all around in the camp, even they also turned to 
be with the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan.  22 When 
all the men of Israel who had hidden themselves in the hill country 
of Ephraim heard that the Philistines had fled, even they also 
pursued them closely in the battle."  

3. Richard Philips – “Jonathan’s faith gave him a daring boldness. That faith 

produced an important triumph for God’s people. Furthermore, Jonathan’s 

faith succeeded in rallying the flagging hearts of all Israel, so that the 

nation was inspired to action. Faith dares, faith often triumphs, and faith 

rallies the people of God.” 1   

B. Your actions will have a profound effect upon others in our church 

  1. Paul’s frequent exhortation was, “Follow my example.”  

   a. He writes in Philippians 3 

Philippians 3:17 NAU - "Brethren, join in following my 
example, and observe those who walk according to the 
pattern you have in us."  

    And in Chapter 4 

Philippians 4:9 NAU - "The things you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, 
and the God of peace will be with you."  

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Philips, Richard. 1 Samuel, Reformed Expository Commentary. Phillipsburg: P&R, 2012, Pages 

164-165.  
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   b. Paul wrote to the Christians in Thessalonica 

2 Thessalonians 3:7 NAU - "For you yourselves know how 
you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in 
an undisciplined manner among you"  

c. He wrote to Timothy 

2 Tim 3:10-11 - "Now you followed my teaching, conduct, 
purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, 
and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out 
of them all the Lord rescued me!"  

2. People are always watching you 

a. The world is watching to see what a genuine Christian looks like. 

The world is full of counterfeit Christians.  

b. Your brethren are also watching you. We are always looking for 

examples of holiness, testimonies of faith, valiant warriors on the 

Christian journey.  

3. How do you respond to the countless adversities of life? Your faith will 

encourage others as they face their own adversity. 

   

 

Conclusion: 
1. There is no doubt who gets the credit for the military victories this day. 

1 Samuel 14:23 NAU - "So the LORD delivered Israel that day, and the battle 
spread beyond Beth-aven."  

2. But it is also clear who God used to win the victory. 

a. Faithless Saul kept his sword safely in its scabbard. Jonathan, on the other hand 

marched forth valiantly, with mighty faith in God.  

b. Which one describes you? Do you stand back idle while others march forth, or do 

you continually march forth trusting in the mighty power of God. Do you believe 

that circumstances are truly irrelevant as you look to God?  

 John Knox said, “One man with God is always a majority.” 

3. Do others see your faith? Are they encouraged by your words and by your actions?  

 

 


