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Because valuable ancient documents were studied 
and copied so frequently. 

There are essentially no originals left from any 
ancient literature.
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What does exist?

5,824 hand-written Greek manuscripts of the NT (2013)
• Some (especially early manuscripts) are small fragments, 

though the average manuscript is 450 pages long
• Sixty contain the entire NT
• @2,000 have portions of the gospels
• @800 have the writings of Paul
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• 2013: 5,824
• “The average classical Greek writer has less than 20 

[manuscripts] still in existence.”
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But aren’t most NT manuscripts from long after the 
time of the originals? 



Number of 

MSS

Centuries: 100 CE TO 900 CE



Number of 

MSS

Centuries: 100 CE TO 900 CE



Number of 
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Centuries: 100 CE TO 900 CE

Josephus: 20 manuscripts, beginning 800 years after his time
NT: 5,800+ manuscripts,  beginning within one century



Number of 

MSS

Centuries: 100 CE TO 900 CE

There are three times more NT manuscripts within the first 200 years (after the NT was 

written) than the average Greco-Roman author has in 2000 years (after he first wrote).



How many manuscripts do we have, exactly?

• 2013: 5,824

+ 10,000+ Latin manuscripts of the NT
+ 5,000-10,000 ancient versions of the NT
+ over 1 million NT quotations from the church fathers




