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When we make that declaration that we have come to worship, it means that we are 
stating that we need to give our attention, we need to give our focus, we need to give 
everything we are to a self-revealing God. And in just a moment, he's going to be very 
specific in our lives. He's going to take words that he inspired thousands of years ago and
he's going to make them as relevant as tomorrow morning when your alarm clock goes 
off as they were 2,000 years ago. And when we declare we've come to worship, that 
means we are saying that we're going to respond, we're going to focus, we are going to 
pay attention to what you are showing us, God. So let us prayerfully prepare for what he 
will show us today.

Lord, as we turn to a passage of Scripture that most if not all of us in this room are not 
just familiar with but can recite by memory, God, I pray that this would be not an 
exercise in futility, that this would not just be a rehashing of more of the same but, God, I
pray that you would take the familiarity and you would brush it to the side. Lord, I pray 
that you would take the history thereof and brush it to the side and that today, that the 
words that you have given us to inspire us and to encourage us and to convict us, Lord, I 
pray that it would be as if the first time we read them on the page and somehow 
supernaturally would you take the words and would you place them in and on our hearts 
so that when we leave in a few moments, we can absolutely, positively declare that we 
have been changed, we have been transformed, that we are different than when we 
walked into this place? It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I would encourage you to open your Bibles to a passage that is very 
familiar and one probably not so much. The first is John 3, the second is the book of 
Numbers 21. Now, some of you, don't be embarrassed if you've got to go to the table of 
contents. You say, "Where is the book of Numbers?" Well, what we see in John 3 is that 
Jesus is actually going to reference back and quote from the book of Numbers 21 and so I
think it would be advantageous for us to go back into the book of Numbers in just a few 
moments and to see what Jesus was actually communicating.

Now, for those of you that didn't have the privilege of being with us last week, we come 
to the last part of a story of a dialogue between Jesus and a man by the name of 
Nicodemus. Now, Nicodemus was a man who had all the wealth you could ever want, 
had all the authority and power, all of the reputation, in fact, he probably had more 
education than anybody in his part of the world at the time. Yet when he comes to Jesus 
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at night, he comes with questions and he comes wanting to know something that he's not 
quite sure about.

Now, Nicodemus is kind of a microcosm of humanity. You and I are just naturally born 
and bred to ask questions, and if you don't believe me, just come to that point in life 
where you have toddlers in your home and preschoolers in your home that between here 
and a local restaurant can ask 25 to 30 different questions, and you get to the point where 
we are asking questions about questions. But you know, we divide time in BC and A.D. 
but today's contemporary culture we say BG and AG, before Google and after Google, 
because today all of the questions that we have whether is the restaurant open, is the store
open, how do I get here, how do I get there, we tend to go to the most widely used search 
engine on the planet known as Google. Let me give you a little data about Google. Every 
moment, every minute in the world, there are 2.3 million Google searches. That means 
that since this service began, I'm not including the first service that was an hour earlier, 
I'm talking about just this one service, over 60 million questions have been asked to 
Google.

Now, Nicodemus comes to Jesus and he's got a series of questions but when you get to 
the end of their dialogue, Nicodemus ends with this final question, "How can these things
be?" Here is a man with all the education, all the wealth, all the resources, and he doesn't 
quite get it. So beginning today in verse 11, Jesus responds to his questions with 
somewhat of a short sermon. He is going to disclose to Nicodemus, he is going to 
communicate to you and I today, that there are four questions that should be asked. Jesus 
is going to answer the questions Nicodemus should have asked and he is going to answer 
the questions today that you need to ask as well.

Beginning in verse 11 of John 3, it says,

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify 
that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of 
heavenly things? 13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. 14 And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For
every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
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Here is the answer that Jesus gives to Nicodemus of how can these things be, 
contemplating the things of life not just here but in the hereafter. And Jesus, I believe, 
addresses four questions that you need to make sure you ask. The first question is this: 
where did you come from? Now, that sounds like a simple answer but today billions and 
billions of dollars and countless amount of hours are being spent looking through 
microscopes and looking through telescopes trying to figure out where did we come 
from. But notice what Jesus says, he gives us a very interesting perspective in verse 11. 
He says, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we 
have seen; and ye receive not our witness." You notice there several times Jesus uses the 
plural pronoun, what "we" have seen, it is "our" witness. Jesus is giving us a very 
different perspective of things than anybody else.

Now, on that cool night when Nicodemus came as mentioned earlier in the chapter, they 
would not have had this conversation in isolation. Jesus would have had his disciples 
with him and Nicodemus would have had a group of young men with him as well. Most 
likely at least 20, maybe 30, 40 or even 50 individuals would have been on the rooftop 
that night to witness this conversation. When Jesus says what we speak and what 
communicate, I don't believe he's referring to the disciples because these guys, for all 
intents and purposes, they were pretty clueless at this point. In fact, if you back it up into 
chapter 2 when Jesus talks about the temple being torn down and built back up in three 
days, it says they didn't even understand that until after his resurrection. So Jesus isn't 
saying it's what these guys behind me who are fishermen up until just a few days ago say,
in fact, I think he's alluding back to Genesis 1:26 when humanity is formed and created. 
The Bible records these words, "Let us make man in our own image, after our own 
likeness." So God is referring to the totality of the Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and the perspective that Jesus is giving Nicodemus, the perspective that he is giving us is 
so much different than anything that humanity could ever wish to attain.

As we look through the microscopes, as we look through the telescopes, as we spend 
countless hours and days and times and finances seeking the answer to where we came 
from, Jesus made it real simple, he said you came from God. What that means is that your
being here today is not an accident. It is not a mistake. It is not happenstance. It is not 
even a coincidence that you are here. You came from God and that's what Jesus is telling 
Nicodemus, that's what he's telling you today. He says what we testify, what we 
communicate, he's saying, "Nicodemus, I am not just some other person here. I'm not just
another academic voice. I am not just a peer of yours or a rabbi. I am God in flesh 
communicating to you that you are here because we formed you and we fashioned you 
and we established humanity."

Now, what's interesting, it says Jesus begins to explain this. He goes on to say, "Who is 
he that descended except he first ascended," and he's speaking of what we know as the 
Incarnation, God coming in flesh, and we discover the purpose for what Jesus was 
speaking. Why would he use this language? Why would he communicate such abstract 
thoughts? It's because Jesus is trying to communicate to Nicodemus and he's trying to 
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communicate to you and to myself the purpose behind the Incarnation, the redemption, 
the story of redemption all throughout Scripture.

Think back to the Garden of Eden when humanity first got off track. It was Genesis 3. 
We ate of the forbidden fruit, we found ourselves in a position rather than being the 
friend of God, we were now the enemy of God. What did God declare in verse 15 of 
chapter 3 of Genesis? He said, "The seed of the woman will come and crush the head of 
the seed of the serpent." In other words, the Gospel, the Messiah, the Savior, the 
Redeemer, will come. When he called Abram out and he told him to go to a land he knew
not of, the purpose was from his loins would come the Savior. When Isaac was placed on 
that mountain and the ram was brought as a substitution, it was a picture of a Savior. 
When Jacob gave birth to a son by the name of Judah of which Jesus would be of the 
tribe of, it was declaring that redemption was and would arrive and come. And when 
Jesus uses the plural pronoun he says, "What we testify to you and he that descended is 
he that first ascended," what Jesus is communicating very clearly, he's saying, 
"Nicodemus, you came from God and his purpose is to save you and to forgive you and 
to redeem you."

You see, the first question that you need to ask in life is where did I come from? The 
answer is real simple: you came from God. But that begs a very important second 
question: then what is my problem? When you look at the world around you, you realize 
it is a messed up world. There are issues and there are concerns and there are problems 
not just out there but in your own life as well. We deal with darkness and disappointment 
and disillusionment and depression and frustration and angst and fear and all these 
emotions. You say, "Why do these things exist? What is the problem?" 

Well, here in verse 14, Jesus alludes to this odd story in the Old Testament. He says, "as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up." 
Hopefully you are able to turn to the book of Numbers 21 because here is Jesus with the 
most educated, one of the most wealthy, most powerful men in all of Israel, he could 
have alluded to any story he wanted to, he could have used any illustration he desired, but
he uses this one to explain the answer to the problem of life.

Numbers 21, the Israelites are wandering in what we know as the wilderness. They have 
been removed from the bondage of Egypt. They are waiting to the Promised Land but 
you know and I know that they rebel, that they struggle with the things of God, and what 
we are about to see is they thought they knew better than God. Beginning in verse 5 of 
Numbers 21, it says, 

5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have 
ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 

Now, I'm going to stop and get in the flesh for just a moment. I'm convinced beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that this light bread which is manna, is Krispy Kreme doughnuts. I'm 
convinced because the Bible describes it as round, beige white colored and sweet, and it's
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only good the day you get it, not the day after. So can you imagine having had nothing 
but Krispy Kremes or doughnuts every meal of your life, not gaining a single pound, and 
then griping about it? This is like a dream come true for me and they are complaining. 
They are saying, "We're tired of this stuff. It's awful." So here's how the Lord responds,

6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died. 7 Therefore the people came to 
Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, 
and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from
us. And Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass,
that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 9 And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass,
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, 
he lived. 

So why in verse 14 of John 3, why would Jesus use this illustration? I believe it's because
of his perspective and what he was trying to communicate to us. The Israelites fell into 
the same trap you do. You see, when we talk about this concept known as sin in the 
Bible, oftentimes we talk about transgressing, trespassing, missing the mark, all valid 
biblical definitions, however, here in Numbers 21, we see the definition that may more 
resonate in your life and in mine: they thought they knew better than God. Here God had 
delivered them out of Egypt, here God had provided food for them every day of their life,
their clothes were not wearing out, they didn't have to worry about shelter or anything 
else, and it wasn't good enough. They thought they knew better than God and the reason I
believe that Jesus is using this analogy is the perspective. 

Notice what the Israelites say, "We have sinned." Now, I know what I'm about to share 
with you is absolutely, positively, completely, politically incorrect and I'm getting to the 
point in life I just don't care. So put up with me for just a moment. Everybody, in fact, we
have news, if we could invent, you know, we have news that is 24/7 now. I don't know 
how we can come up with a number that is more saturated than that but it's all the time, 
and everybody is blaming somebody else or it's this person or it's that group. I can tell 
you what the problem is: we've got a sin problem. That's humanity's problem. We've got 
a sin problem and nobody wants to call it sin. In fact, go watch any "talk show" when 
people come on bearing their problems, they always blame somebody else. "It's my 
parents. It's my upbringing. This person did this. That person did that." And they may 
have gotten a raw deal, don't get me wrong, but ultimately at the end of the day 
somewhere or somehow in the story, somebody thought they knew more than God did. "I
know better how to live my life. I know best how to run my family. This is what I think 
will be best for my life." 

When they woke up that morning and said, "We've had enough of the doughnuts, we 
want something else," they actually thought this was a good decision. But what 
happened? They had sinned. That's our problem and we need to come to the point in our 
lives where rather than blaming systems and institutions and groups and that part and this
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group, we need to get to the point where we say, "You know, do you know what the 
problem is? The problem is sin." We somehow, some way have bought the lie that we 
think we know better than God.

So what is the purpose behind this illustration? We know that Jesus uses it to show us 
that we've got a sin problem but why this story? Interesting that here in Numbers 21 
when the people admit that they have sinned, they confess that they have sinned, God 
tells them to go and get a serpent and put it on a pole. Interesting because that takes us 
back to the book of Genesis. In Genesis 3, it was the serpent that beguiled humanity. It 
was the serpent that entertained this conversation and when you get there in Genesis 3, 
notice what humanity says: it's good for food. It will make us wise. This will actually be 
beneficial for us. Do you see what humanity is doing? Humanity is rationalizing their sin.
Humanity is justifying their sin by saying, "God, you've given us a bad deal. We know 
how to do it better."

You see, Nicodemus had all the education in the world, Nicodemus had all of the 
resources and networking, but Jesus is showing him something that all of us need to 
learn: we've all sinned. Every one of us has had experiences and times and places in our 
life where we thought we knew more than God did, and what Jesus is telling Nicodemus 
is what he's telling us today. Do you want to know what the problem in life is? Do you 
want to know why there is so much heartache and pain and struggle and difficulty? We've
got a sin problem and if we don't address the sin problem, it's never going to be solved.

You see, where did we come from? We came from God. What's our problem? Our 
problem is sin. That begs a third question: how do we fix it? How do we fix the sin 
problem? Not just the sin problem in your life and in my life but the sin problem that the 
entire world is in bondage to? That's when we come to one of the most famous verses in 
all the Bible, in fact, it's so well known that we even put it on signs at football games. I 
mean, we know this verse, John 3:16. It says, "For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." Go on to verse 17, "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be saved." Now, that's an interesting 
perspective because Jesus has just revealed to Nicodemus, he has just revealed to us that 
he's God and we're not, he has just revealed to us that we were created for a purpose by 
which we have strayed from, he has just disclosed that you have a sin problem, you have 
a rebellion problem, and you like to think that you know better than God. 

You would think that his wrath would be poured out but what does he say? "For God so 
loved the world." I don't know if there is another word in the English language in the 
Western culture that has been more manipulated and twisted than the word "love." But 
when you look throughout Scripture, it's really only used two ways: it's used in a way that
is self-gratifying, and it's used in a way that is self-sacrificing. In fact, those two words 
you may be very familiar with, one is phileo and one is agape. Now phileo is kind of 
where we get the concept or idea of Philadelphia, brotherly love, and it's not a bad word 
by any stretch of the imagination, it just means that what we are loving or what we love 
or what we claim obedience or allegiance to, there is some self-gratification and self-
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fulfillment in it. Agape has none of that. Agape is completely self-emptying, self-
sacrificing. 

One of the best illustrations is in John 21. Jesus has raised from the dead. The disciples 
are out fishing one morning and he meets them on the shore, breakfast is cooked. They 
come in and Jesus says, "Peter, do you love me?" Peter says, "Well, you know I love 
you." Jesus said, "Then feed my lambs." Then again he says, "Peter, do you really love 
me?" And three times this question and answer goes back and forth and you can imagine 
the frustration that Peter was having, but what Jesus was demonstrating is there is a 
difference between self-satisfying love and self-emptying love. 

Allow me to illustrate in a real life every day in my life kind of story. I'll never forget the 
early part of June 1993. At that time I was a youth pastor at a local church in the 
community where I lived, and because of my need to have a little more financial income, 
I was moonlighting. Now, moonlighting means you're working a second or an extra job. I
didn't realize, though, that when I moonlighted it would mean the moon early in the 
morning. I was working the breakfast/lunch shift at a local restaurant there in town, in 
fact, it was located on what we call in this community a roundabout. They called it the 
circle. There were five highways or major roads that came into this circle and the 
restaurant that I worked in was called the Elite Café, and it was right there at that 
intersection and every day at lunch somebody would have a wreck on that circle. So we 
had a policy if you had a wreck, we would feed you lunch free. That's the least we could 
do while you were waiting on the tow truck and the insurance agents and such. 

So I was working at that restaurant both breakfast and lunch, but early June 1993, 
something happened in between those shifts. I was coming out of the kitchen and the 
doors to the Elite Café opened and when they did, there was a young lady. She stood 5 
foot three and 3/4 inches, she had brunette hair, a yellow T-shirt on, khaki shorts, tennis 
shoes and she took her sunglasses, placed them on the top of her head and my heart went 
phileo! Woo, something happened and I don't know how to explain it. That was my wife, 
by the way. I want to make that real clear. She walked through the door of that restaurant 
and something happened. There was this emotion that came within me that I couldn't 
explain. My heart skipped a beat. All of a sudden I was at a loss for words. I couldn't 
even talk. I didn't know her name. I didn't know her age. I didn't know where she was 
from. I didn't know a thing about her but I loved what I saw. Now, there is nothing wrong
with that, it's just that's a phileo love. It's that what I am pleased with, what is aesthetic, 
what I'm consumed with, it pleases me as well. 

Fast forward a few years later, I had the privilege of exchanging vows and we've now 
been married a little over 21 years. And this morning I'm going to share something with 
you, it's just a personal issue that I have. I'm going to be very very transparent this 
morning because I think the Bible says that we are to confess our faults one to another. 
I'm about to confess one of mine to you. It's my issue. It's probably not your issue but just
work with me. I'm just really not a fan of toes. I'm just going to be honest with you. Feet 
and me just, I'm not a foot guy, I'm not a toe guy. I know that flip-flops and sandals they 
are en vogue, they are in style, but you're not going to see me in a pair because I've got 
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some of the ugliest feet you've ever seen in your life. So I'm just not a foot guy at all. So 
my wife knows she doesn't have to ask permission, she doesn't have to, anytime she 
wants a pedicure, God bless you, I'll go in debt for those. I don't mind because I want, 
because I'm not a toe guy, I want the prettiest toes possible, if that makes sense. That's 
just not who I am. I just don't like them, okay? That's just who I am. Maybe you're a big 
toe guy, I'm just not, okay?

Well, there have been a very few times in our marriage where she desired and wanted 
what we know as a pedicure but because of just the way that life, she was in her third 
trimester, she couldn't even see her toes. She's pregnant. She doesn't want to go out in 
public. She's just exhausted and so there have been a few times in our life where my wife 
Tracy has come to me and said, "Jeff, I need to ask you a big favor. Would you be willing
to do my toes?" I had to take specific instructions from her because I don't have a clue 
what I'm doing. I don't have sisters and I don't have girls so I don't really know what I'm 
doing. And as she has guided me through that process, can I just be honest with you? 
There is no phileo when your nose is between somebody's toes. Not for me. 

It's not doing a thing for me, but do you know what that is? That's agape. When you do 
something or you do an act that in no way, shape or form can benefit you at all, it is all 
about the other person. It is all about the other entity. We recite and we put on display 
John 3:16 so many times we forget the gravity. "For God so agaped the world." Do you 
know what that means? That means from his perspective, he would get nothing out of it. 
It was all about you. It was all about me. He put his life in the toes of ours and it stinks 
and it's dirty and our lives are nasty. 

This is the same Jesus that when people wanted to stone a woman who was caught in 
adultery, he said, "I forgive you. Go and sin no more." This is the same Jesus when a man
by the name of Zacchaeus had been stealing from everybody and everybody knew it, he 
said, "I'm going to come and have dinner at your house today." This is the same Jesus 
that when a woman broke the ointment on his feet and began to worship and to prepare 
him for burial, he said, "Leave her alone," and we're still talking about her to this day. 
What was the common thread of every single one of those stories? They were people 
whose lives were messed up. They thought they knew better than God, they tried to make
decisions on their own, and they reaped the natural consequences and Jesus says, "Do 
you know what? I'm going to love you anyway. I'm going to get in the dirt of your life, 
I'm going to get in the junk of your life. For God so loved the world, that he gave." Can 
you see that perspective? That's why Jesus would say later in John 15, "Hardly will man 
give his life for any other man," but he came to give his life in exchange for ours. It's 
such a rare quality today and here is God in flesh sacrificing his everything so that we 
could be restored and we could be forgiven and we could be saved. 

So what was his purpose in doing this? That's verse 17, "For he came in the world not to 
condemn the world, but so that the world through him might be saved." You see, the 
purpose for the Incarnation, the purpose of his sacrifice, the purpose of his love is 
because he doesn't want us condemned, he wants us to be forgiven, he wants us to be 
redeemed, he wants us to be reconciled. He desires for us – listen – to be where we are 
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supposed to be and not where we've decided to go. We've all made bad decisions, we've 
all made horrible choices, we all at some point find ourselves where we don't need to be 
and he says, "I love you so much I will give you the opportunity to be forgiven. I love 
you so much I will give you the opportunity to be redeemed, to be bought with a price," 
as 1 Corinthians 6 says. You see, you came from God. You've got a sin problem and 
Jesus is the only one who can fix it.

Here's your final question: so where am I going? That's where verse 18 comes into play 
in this story. Interesting what Jesus says here, "He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God." Then it goes on to talk about 
condemnation and how humanity naturally gravitates toward the darkness and not toward
the light. What's the perspective that Jesus is giving us when he says, "He that believes is 
not condemned already, and he that does not believe is already condemned"? The 
perspective that Jesus is giving you is an eternal perspective.

Allow me to illustrate. Ephesians 2:6 says that if you have come to a point in your life 
where you have realized that like he shared with Nicodemus, that you're a sinner, you 
have messed up, you thought you knew more than God, and you have asked Jesus to save
you and forgive you, according to Ephesians 2:6, you, my friend, are seated in the 
heavenlies. I know what some of you are thinking, "No, I'm sitting here in East 
Alabama." No, you're not. You see, from his perspective, you are seated in the 
heavenlies.

Now, on the other side of the equation in Deuteronomy 32, one of the most famous 
sermons in the history of our civilization was preached. A man by the name of Jonathan 
Edwards in 1741 preached a sermon that some of you probably read in English class, 
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." Based on that passage of Scripture, he gave a 
very vivid illustration of those who reject and resist the goodness and the grace and the 
forgiveness of God. His illustration was that they are simply dangling over the place the 
Bible describes as hell and with the cessation of their last breath, are instantly a part 
thereof. You see, in verse 18, what Jesus has given us as a perspective is that you and I 
right now no matter where we think we are physically, we are either seated in the 
heavenlies because we believed or seated in a different place because we have rejected. 
When you ask the question, "Where am I going?" like Nicodemus did, when my last 
breath is breathed, Jesus made it really clear, you're either a citizen of heaven or a citizen 
of the other.

You ask, "What is the purpose? Why would Jesus use such language? Why would Jesus 
use such vivid imagery describing condemnation?" And later as you read throughout the 
Scriptures, Jesus actually talks about this place the Bible calls hell twice as much as he 
does heaven. Why would he do this? He says it right there: men are naturally attracted to 
darkness more than light. He knows what gets your attention. He knows what gets your 
focus. He knows that you are more naturally inclined to listen to the world than you are to
him.
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Later on in Matthew 25 before his crucifixion, Jesus is talking about the end times, he's 
talking about what we know as the second coming, and in verse 41 of Matthew 25, Jesus 
is talking about when he physically returns one day and the judgment of the nations takes 
place, he says there are going to be two groups of people, those that have believed and 
those that have rejected. For those that have believed, he says, "Come into everlasting life
prepared for you from the beginning of the world." To those who have rejected, I want 
you to hear what Jesus says, "Depart from me into the lake of fire," maybe one of the 
most important phrases in all of your New Testament, "prepared for the devil and his 
angels." Do you hear what Jesus is saying? You were never meant for a place the Bible 
calls hell. You were never meant to be there. You were never designed to sink into sin. 
You were never created so you could walk in darkness. When he ends this passage by 
saying men loved darkness more than they loved the light, what he's communicating is 
that his entire reason for coming and for going through what he went through when they 
put the nails through his hands and they put the thorns on his head and they ripped the 
robe off of his back, is because you and I and humanity spend most of our lives going 
places we have no business going, doing things we have no business doing because that's 
not why you were created. You weren't formed for that. You weren't fashioned for that. 
You were designed for a light but we thought we were smarter and we chose darkness. 
He said, "prepared for the devil and his angels."

Where did you come from? You came from God. What is your problem? Sin. How do 
you fix it? Jesus. Where are you going? You're either going to a place the Bible calls 
heaven or a place the Bible calls hell. But I have one last final question: if you have not 
made that decision yet for Jesus Christ, admitted that you were a sinner and asked him to 
save you, my last question for you is why not today?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. As we come to our time of 
invitation, we have now the opportunity to respond. You know, maybe you're that person 
today, maybe you're here for the very first time, maybe you've been in church your entire 
life, or maybe somewhere in between, and maybe somehow, someway today it finally 
clicked. Maybe today is the day where the proverbial theological lightbulb finally turned 
on and you got it and you realize the love that Jesus Christ has for you and the gravity of 
your rebellion and your sin against him. If you're that person today, I've got great news 
for you. In order for forgiveness to take place, for salvation to be applied to your life, you
don't have to jump through a bunch of religious hoops, you don't have to check off a 
bunch of boxes, you don't even have to take a course, you just need to have a very serious
conversation with God. You don't have to have this conversation out loud. You don't 
even have to say the same words that I would say but maybe your conversation would go 
a little something like this. "God, today I'm going to admit and confess to something that 
I should have confessed to a long time ago. I'm the problem. I've messed up and I have 
sinned. God, I have done things I had no business doing. I've gone places I had no 
business going. Lord, I've said things I should have never said. I've thought things I 
should have never thought. And Lord, they have condemned me, and I come today before
you and I have sinned and I am a sinner but I understand that the only way my sin 
problem can be resolved is through the person of Jesus Christ and, God, today I believe. I
believe that Jesus Christ loved me so much that he was born on my behalf, that Jesus 
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Christ loves me so much he lived a sinless life, rejecting all temptation for me, I believe 
that Jesus Christ loved me so much that he allowed himself to be nailed to a cross and 
three days later he rose from the dead so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. Lord, 
today I come before you and I admit there is nothing I can do to save myself, there is 
nothing anybody else can do to forgive me. It's all about Jesus. God, I don't know all the 
answers to all the world's problems but I know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem
so I'm asking you to save me, I'm asking you to forgive me. In the best way I know how, 
I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a moment I'm going to pray 
over us and then we want to give you the opportunity to have a conversation, to engage, 
to dialogue. We want to celebrate with you whatever the Lord has done in your life. 
Maybe today is the day that you make that declaration of faith. Maybe today is the day 
where you finally say, "You know, it's time to share with the world through baptism what
Jesus has done." Maybe today is the day where you plant your spiritual roots in this great 
church. Or maybe there's another decision. Whatever it is, we just want the privilege of 
celebrating with you.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, how good it is to know that no matter what we
have brought into this place, no matter what our lives have looked like up to this moment,
that there is nothing that you're not able to clean, there is nothing that you're not able to 
forgive, there is nothing that you're not able to address. Lord, help us to realize today 
how intense and incredible your love for us is. And Lord, I pray that we would not take it 
for granted but we would embrace it. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with us as our team leads us. Any decision, I'll be here at 
the front. 
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