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The Bible very clearly teaches us that God works all things according to the counsel of His will.  In 
His divine sovereignty, He ordains the timing, the order, and the outcome of all events in perfect 
righteousness.  He is not responsible for the sins of men, or their unbelief, but He is very much 
concerned with the strength of their faith in Himself; that it not be weak, but that it would be 
strong and steadfast. To this end, God perfectly arranged the order and the outcome of these events 
on that Easter morning when Christ arose.  It was all arranged so that the disciple’s faith might be 
strengthened and built by their coming to realize that Christ was risen from the dead.   A believer is 
becoming more mature and wise when they desire to walk more closely with their Lord Jesus 
Christ, even when they cannot immediately find Him in their experience.  Mature believers seek to 
find Him in the midst of their everyday life, even as Mary Magdalene did, who is mentioned in this 
text.  When Christ died on the cross, and the 11 apostles knew that He had been buried, they fell 
into a temporary lapse of unbelief for a time.  A Christian’s falling into such lapses of unbelief is not 
honoring to the Lord, neither is it profitable to them, unless they are willing to learn lessons from 
the dreadful experience.   
        And so, I will speak to you about the testimony of faith and unbelief in these disciples.  All the 
persons spoken about in this section of the Scripture believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, but not all 
of them acted in a way becoming the promise of Christ, on that morning of His resurrection.  He 
had said to them that He would suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. (Mark 8: 31)  Many of His closest 
disciples did not understand it when they were told.  A few of the disciples, mostly women, were 
full of faith and love for their Savior, during the time of their uncertainty, following Christ’s death.  
And others, who should have known better, behaved rather badly.  So this afternoon we want to 
look at this contrast of faith and unbelief in Christ’s disciples so that we might learn from it.  We 
want to look 1st at – The testimony of faith exhibited by Mary Magdalene and the two Emmaus 
disciples. 2nd – We want to look at the testimony of unbelief in the eleven apostles.   And 3rd – We 
want to look at the cure for their temporary lapse into unbelief.  
1st – We want to look at the testimony of faith exhibited by Mary Magdalene and the 
two Emmaus disciples. (verses 9, 10, and 12) 
Verse 9 says: “Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.”  “She went and told those who had been with 
Him, as they mourned and wept.”  “After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they 
walked and went into the country.” I find it very interesting that Christ appeared to Mary 
Magdalene first, before He appeared to any of His other disciples.  Why did He do this?  I think 
that it was because of what it says here: He had cast seven demons out of Mary, and she had 
therefore become a person who was continually seeking the One whom she loved, with a pure and 
holy love.  She was one who had been forgiven much, and therefore she loved much.  Before Christ 
saved her, she had been possessed of the devil in a radical way, but after she had been saved, she 
spent much of her time looking to her Savior for that grace which she knew would only come to her 
when she consciously strove to have fellowship with Him.  She would often sit at His feet, and 
listen to His word, because she loved to understand more about Her Lord’s mission, to seek and to 
save the lost; and about the grace which He alone could give to sinners.  She loved to tell Him how 
thankful she was that He had cast the seven demons out of her.  She, as a poor vile sinner, loved to 
hear of how the grace of God, through Jesus Christ, had made her, and would continue to make her 
into a New Creature, so that the Old Things would pass away and the all things would become new.   
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       Out of this fellowship with Him, she knew, would come the day by day renewing of her heart 
and mind.  And from that would come the satisfying of her soul with the knowledge of His 
sovereign grace, and how that grace worked, which He alone could impart to her.  This was what 
she was caught up with, day by day, as she had followed Him with the other disciples.  He had 
become the most important Person in her life.  She felt as though she could not live without Him.  
He was the One who had filled up the emptiness in her life, with His holy presence.  He was her 
friend and confidant in matters of how she could change and become a holy woman of God.  
William Burkitt in his commentary on this place says: “That our blessed Savior, after His 
resurrection, first appeared to Mary Magdalen, a grievous sinner, was done for the comfort of all 
true penitents.”  He is right.  Truly there is comfort here for everyone who has repented of their 
sins; those sins which have grieved the heart of God.  If you have received the grace to mourn over 
your sins, you shall surely find the comfort of Christ as you look to Him in faith.   
       This was the testimony of Mary’s faith, that Christ would reveal Himself to her first, because it 
was her heart that felt its need of Him the most.  But let us pause for a moment and ask a question.  
Didn’t the other disciples also need Him just as much as Mary did?  Yes, this was no doubt true, 
that this was the case.  They surely did need Him, but they did not sense their need of Him in the 
way that Mary most obviously did; that is, in terms of her going to look for Him, even on the third 
day, which was the very time that He had said that He would be raised.  Instead they inclined their 
hearts to their own understanding of the whole matter of Jesus’ death, and they wrongly thought 
that all that they had experienced over the past 3 and half years was now over, and since they could 
not bring Him back again by any efforts of theirs, there was no use believing that their Lord would 
return to them.  But they had forgotten about Christ’s word; Christ’s promise and God’s power, that 
He had said that He would rise again.  See how easy it is, even for even those who consider 
themselves strong Christians, to fall into paralyzing unbelief that leaves them in a hopeless and 
somewhat helpless condition.  What should they have done then?  Why, they should have 
continued to seek every bit of information of what had happened with the body of the Lord Jesus, 
even as Mary did, and they would have found their Beloved in due time.  
        Take a look at John Chapter 20, verse 1.  “Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb early while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 
tomb.”  “Then she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid Him.  I think that it was Mary, alone, who left the other women at the tomb, before they 
received the information from the angel that Jesus was risen; and seeing that the tomb was empty, 
she ran back to tell Peter and John.  Because, when she gets to them, she says nothing to them 
about His being raised from the dead.  Meanwhile the other women who had come with Mary 
Magdalene met the angels, heard their message that Christ was alive, and they fled back to tell the 
other disciples that Jesus was risen.  And this was a little after the events of John 20, when Jesus 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene.    
       But  Mary Magdalene at the time that she ran to speak with Peter and John, was still concerned 
about someone having taken His body; and put it, who knows where?  Verse 3 says – “Peter 
therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb.”  “So they both ran 
together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first.”  “And he, stooping down 
and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there yet he did not go in.”  “Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the line cloths lying there, and the handkerchief 
that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by 
itself.”  “Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and 
believed.”  “For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.”  
“Then the disciples went away again to their own homes.” 
       So here we see the testimony of Mary’s faith.  Jesus has not appeared to Peter or John.  John 
did believe from the evidence that he has seen, that Jesus must have risen from the dead, but he 
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did not understand what that meant.  And so they go back to their homes, and sometime later they 
hear the testimony of the other women, who by that time had themselves met the risen Christ on 
the road as they returned, as it is recorded in Matthew 28, verse 8 – “So they went out quickly from 
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.”  “And as they went to tell His 
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!”  “So they came and held Him by the feet and 
worshiped Him.”  “Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, Go and tell My brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see Me.”  But before these ladies met Jesus on the road, He had already 
appeared to Mary first.  This is testimony of faith; that the Lord Jesus revealed Himself to first to 
those who most closely and carefully continued to think of Him, and ask themselves what they 
could for Him, for His cause, and for His glory.  
Now 2nd – We want to look at the testimony of unbelief in the eleven apostles.  
(verses 9-13)          
         Look at verse 9 – “Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.”  “She went and told those who had 
been with Him, as they mourned and wept.”  “And when they heard that He was alive and had been 
seen by her, they did not believe.”  “After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they 
walked and went into the country.”  “And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe 
them either.”  You and I need to see the power that a sorrowing grieving spirit has upon those who 
allow themselves to be affected by it.   I say, “allow themselves” because I really believe that this is 
true.  A person who believes in the Risen Christ, whose faith is in exercise, will grieve the loss of a 
loved one in death, but he or she will not grieve as those who have no hope.  Why?  Because Christ 
has been raised from the dead.  Sometimes we can allow ourselves to grieve in such a way that we 
cannot receive the truth of the Scriptures or the encouragements of other believers who want to see 
us lifted up by the reality of the truth that Christ is alive from the dead.  These men refused to 
believe not only the witness of the women, but also the witness of the two men who had seen the 
Risen Christ on the road to Emmaus.   
       See the power of sadness and grief to wound the spirit of a person, to the place where faith is 
not seen as the answer.  If Christ is not risen, we are of all men most to be pitied.  Where can lasting 
hope and eternal comfort be found except in this blessed truth that Christ is alive from the dead?  
Proverbs 18: 14 says: “The spirit of a man will sustain him in sickness, but a wounded spirit (or a 
broken spirit) who can bear?”  These men could not afford, they thought in their hearts, to believe 
something that might not be true.  They were wounded and broken in their hearts.  They refused 
the encouragements that the others brought to them that they should believe.  Let me ask you if 
this has ever happened to you?  God has brought some difficult providence into your life, and you 
feel that it is not right.  It is not fair of God to permit such a thing.  It seems to destroy the hopes of 
everything that you had built your life upon.  And so you refuse to be comforted.  Remember at 
such a time; Christ is risen from the dead!  He has all authority in heaven and earth, and He can 
move all heaven and earth for you if He sees that it is for your good and for His glory.  What a 
strange scene this was, that morning.  The Apostles were weeping and the angels and the women 
were rejoicing.  Do not allow your grief to overwhelm the witness of others around you, to the fact 
that Christ is risen.  They are testifying of the greatness of the grace of the Risen Christ, which has 
come to them and made them glad.  He can make you glad too, once again.   
       He knows how to restore your soul.  He knows how to give you new hope, and how to introduce 
you to new labors for Him.  The Father knows how to give good things to His children.  Do not 
refuse to receive comfort, and encouragement, and instruction, in sad times when your spirit is 
wounded.  Jesus is alive!  He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and nothing shall separate 
you from His love and care.  Cast all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.  Since Christ is 
raised from the dead you can hope in Him continually, and boast in Him all the day long.  Nothing 
is too difficult for Him.  But when unbelief lays hold of you, you must remind yourself of this 
blessed truth: Christ is risen!  He is the Author and Perfecter of your faith.  The Apostles had not 
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lost Him at all.  And neither will any believing heart.  But the only truth that will take away your all 
your sorrow and dry your tears is that Christ is risen from the dead. 
3rd – We want to look at what cured them of their temporary lapse into unbelief. 
(Verse 14)         
       We should note, that in verse 12 of our text, it says – “After that He appeared in another form,” 
later that day, “to two of them as they walked and went into the country.”  This was the two 
disciples who were traveling on the road to Emmaus which is more fully recorded in Luke chapter 
24, verses 13-35.  It says here in Mark that He appeared to them in another form.  We must ask 
ourselves what that phrase means.  The answer this question, turn with me over to Luke 24, verse 
13.  “Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and they talked together of all these things which had happened.”  “So 
it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.”  
“But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.”  This is the explanation of Jesus’ 
being in a different form.  It was not that He visibly took on a different form; it was that the Lord 
sovereignly prevented them from recognizing Him until just the time that He wanted to reveal 
Himself to them.   Their eyes were restrained.   
        This being so, we need to see that when Christ did agree to come into Cleopas’ home and have 
a meal with them, that when He took bread, and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to them, then 
their eyes were opened; and they knew Him, and He vanished from their sight.  The evidence and 
testimony of their faith was seen in what they said to one another after Christ revealed Himself to 
them.  Verse 32 – “And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn within us while He talked 
with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  This shows, that even though they 
had been very disappointed and sad because they were still hoping that it was Jesus who was going 
to redeem Israel, and that even though the third day had come, and still no Jesus, that they were 
still seeking all the wisdom and understanding that they could obtain, concerning Him.  But the 
testimony of their unbelief is also related for us beginning in verse 22 – “Yes, and certain women of 
our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us.”  “When they did not find His body, 
they came saying that they also seen a vision of angels who said He was alive.”  “And certain of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they 
did not see.”  “Then Jesus said to them, ‘O fo0lish ones and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken!”  “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His 
glory?”  They needed this reproof.  And so, in verse 33, after He vanished from their sight, “they 
rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who with 
gathered together.”  But Mark 16: 13 says: And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not 
believe them either.” 
       And so, in Verse 14 of our text it says: “Then Jesus appeared to the eleven as they sat at the 
table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who 
had seen Him after He had risen.”   We do not have the exact words of Jesus’ rebuke recorded for 
us here, but we need to take notice of the fact that He rebuked them for these two things; unbelief 
and hardness of heart.  We have seen that it is these things which are the most destructive to a 
believer’s glorifying God in their life, at any given point.  How can Christ use us in His service when 
these things are prevailing in our spirit?  Let us learn this one important lesson in closing: When 
we are in the times of our greatest grief, and sorrow, and loss, we must learn to look up, and to 
receive the testimony of the experience of others who know that Jesus is risen.  They will speak 
plainly of the power of His resurrection.  They will speak to give you assurance that He will help  
you to understand what you do not understand.  The rebuke that Christ gave these Apostles and 
disciples was for their good, for He had much profitable work for them yet to do.  In verse 15 of our 
text He says immediately after He rebukes them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”  The Living Risen Christ proved His power and love and grace to them that day.  
Will He not do the same in our day, with us? 
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